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Dobson refuses to clc|p secure 
hospital taken over by inmates 


THE DISASTROUS failure of a 
top-security mental hospital to 
control some of Britain's most 
dangerous criminals was re- 
vealed in a report yesterday 
which described how it became 
an outpost of the pornography 
industry. 

Ashworth Hospital on 
Merseyside, which houses 456 
mentally disordered patients in- 
cluding the Moors murderer 
Ian Brady, became a centre for 
the copying and distribution of 
hardcore porn in which an 


Inside 


■ How the patients 
-took over page 6 

■ 'Shameful’ history 
of problems at 
special hospitals 

page 6 

■ Leading article 

Review, page3 

eight-year-old girl was being 
“groomed for paedophile pur- 
poses”, according to an inquiry. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, painted a 
chilling picture of an asylum 
taken overby its inmafo s which 
left MPs shocked and dis- 
mayed. He described it as a 
‘• shaiwpfiil story nf co n fusi o n, in- 
decision, mismanagement and 
incompetence". But he reject- 
ed the key recommendation in 
the 609-page report of the pub- 
lic inquiry team under a judge, 
Peter Fallon QC, to dose down 
Ashworth, and by implication its 
sister hospitals, Broadmoor 
and Hampton, “at the earliest 
opportunity". 

It emerged, however; that 
Ashworth could be broken into 
smaller segregated units. The 
inquiry report, which included 
55 recommendations, is also 
likely to lead to sweeping 
changes in the law, including 


by Jeremy laurance 

Colls brown and 

Ian Burrell 

new powers to allow the Sec- 
retary of State to sack NHS 
staff, and tougher controls over 
patients with personality dis- 
orders. 

The nine-month £7.5ra in- 
quiry - triggered by allega- 
tions from Stephen Daggett a 
convicted child abuser who ab- 
sconded from the hospital in 
19% - found pornography was 
“irictety mailable”, security was 
“farcical" and the whole unit 
“deeply flawed”. Hie inquiry 
blamed the hospital’s man- 
agers for being “secretive, out 
of touch and totally unable to 
control this large institution". 
The institution was dominated 
by “clever and manipulative'’ 
prisoners. 

Mr Fallon - who said the 
whole system was “rotten” - 
concluded: “The hospital's neg- 
ative, defensive and blame-rid- 
den culture is so deeply 
ingrained that we doubt even 
the most talented management 
team could turn it around. Ash- 
worth Hospital should close at 
the earliest opportunity" 

He said: “The management 
culture of the hospital was dys- 
functional. Senior managers 
were secretive, out of touch and 
totally unable to control this 
large institution. We therefore 
have no confidence in the abil- 
ity of Ashworth Hospital to 
flourish under any manage- 
ment It should close.” 

But Mr Dobson told the Com- 
mons that the institution’s prob- 
lems were not those of “bricks 
and mortar” but of manage- 
ment and gave the hospital four 
months to turn itself round. 

The first heads to roll yes- 
terday were Paul Levei; chair- 
man of the Ashworth Hospital 
Authority; and Anne Marie Nel- 
son, former chairman of the 
Special Hospitals Service An- 
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Peter Fhllon whose recommendations for the closure of Ashworth hospital were rejected by Frank Dobson 


thority and chairman of the 
High Security Services Com- 
missioning Board. Twenty 
three members of staff named 
in the report could be sacked or 
face professional disciplinary 
action. A former admiral in the 
Royal Navy, Ian Pirnie, chair- 
man of the Morecambe Bay 
health authority, was appoint- 
ed to take over the authority. 


The most disturbing part of 
Mr Fallon’s report described 
how an eight-year-old girl was 
smuggled into the hospital for 
more than six years “weekend, 
after weekend” by her own fa- 
ther, who is now prevented by 
a court order from contact with 
her. “The child at the centre of 
the paedophile allegations was, 
in our view, being groomed for 


paedophile purposes. This is a 
disgraceful situation in what 
was supposed to be a hospital, 
and a high-security hospital at 
that,” said the report. 

Yesterday the Government 
secured a court order to protect 
the girl’s anonymity. Mr Dob- 
son told MPs: “I have checked. 
She seems to be doing pretty 
wefl. She is living a settled life.” 


Hie report found that drugs 
and pornographic videos were 
freely available; the father of the 
girl brought pornographic 
videos into the hospital; sever- 
al patients had credit cards 
and were able to borrow large 
sums of money; and a machin e 
for embossing share certifi- 
cates was uncovered - leading 
to another inquiry which un- 


Peter Macdiarmid 

covered “scams and money- 
making ventures in the per- 
sonality disorder unit”. 

Members of the inquiry team 
were clearly disappointed with 
Mr Dobson's refusal to dose 
Ashworth. They have recom- 
mended that patients with per- 
sonality disorders are treated 
in smaller separate units away 
from other mentally in people 


‘A girl of 
eight was 
being 

groomed for 
paedophile 
purposes. 
Pornography 
was widely 
available; 
patients ran 
their own 
businesses; 
and security 
was farcical. 
Ashworth 
Hospital 
should close 
at the 
earliest 
opportunity’ 

Peter Fallon QC, 
chairman of 
the inquiry 

and have advocated wide-scale 
reform of what they called a 
“rotten” system. 

Asked how he felt about Mr 
Dobson’s decision, Mr Fallon 
would only say: “Frankly, we 
disagree If Ashworth and 
other special hospitals contin- 
ue to be structured and run as 
they currently are we envisage 
the problems will return." 


s'** 


FO asked hostages to report on Chechnya 


the FOUR engineers mur- 
dered in Chechnya had been 
asked by the Foreign Office to 
report back with sensitive in- 
formation about “movers and 
shakers” in the rebellious 
breakaway republic. 

Despite publicly claiming it 
strongly advised the men’s 
employees not to go to Chech- 
nya, correspondence obtained 
by The Independent shows of- 
ficials were keen to use the 
company to supply informa- 
tion on investment and politics. 


By Andrew Bumcombe 

In a Commons statement last 
December Fbrelign Office min- 
ister Tbny Lloyd said the advice 
to the employees. Granger 
Telecom and British Telecom, 
had been “unambiguous”. 

However, in a letter written 
to Granger two months earlier; 
a Fbreign Office official wrote: 
“As one of the very small num- 
ber of British companies in- 
volved in Chechnya and having 
first-hand knowledge of Grozny 
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Last year’s Foreign Office letter to Granger Telecom 


(the capital) we would wel- 
come your views on the poten- 
tial for investment in 
Chedugra.” It also requested in- 
formation on contacts and 


Chechen s they considered in- 
fluential. They also “finally” 
sought information on Jon 
James and Camilla Carr; two 
British kidnapped charity work- 


ers, eventual released in Sep- 
tember The Fbreign Office Last 
night said it was only trying to 
secure the release of the char- 
ity workers. It refused to com- 
ment on whether any inform- 
ation obtained would be passed 
to the intelligence services. 

The four engineers, Rudolf 
Petschi, Stanley Shaw, Darren 
Hickey and Peter Kennedy, 
were kidnapped in Grozny in 
October last year. Their bodies 
were found in December; ap- 
parently after being forced to 


Lawrence fury as police escape charges 


ONLY ONE police officer is to 
face serious disciplinary 
charges for the bungled inves- 
tigation into the murder of 
Stephen Lawrence, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Four other senior Metropol- 
itan Police officers who carried 
out the original inquiry into the 
Hiiing 0 f the 18-year-old black 
student would have faced sim- 
ilar charges, but they have all 
retired. 


By Jason bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 

The serving officer, who 
faces a disciplinary tribunal 
into seven charges of neglect of 
duty, is due to retire this yean 
He is expected to be the only 
person to face a serious disci- 
plinary punishment for the en- 
tire Lawrence debacle. 

The announcement was 
made in a report published by 


the Police Complaints Author- 
ity (PC A) yesterday, which con- 
cluded that there was no 
evidence to prove that any 
officer “consciously discrimi- 
nated” against Stephen’s 
parents, Doreen and Neville 
Lawrence, during the 
investigation. 

They reacted with anger and 
said: “The finding that there 
was no racism in the investi- 
gation is astonishing." 


The PCA decision followed a 
damning report by Kent Police 
into the initial investigation by 
Scotland "Y^rd of the stabbing to 
death of Stephen by a white 
gang near a bus stop in Eltham, 
south-east London, in April 
1993. It also examined the sub- 
sequent internal inquiry by the 
Metropolitan Police, which 
cleared their colleagues’ work. 
Kent found a succession of 
blunders and incompetence. 


The one man to face charges 
is Detective Inspector Ben Buk 
lock, who was second-in-eom- 
mand of the inquiry team. 

In May last year the 
Lawrence public inquiry was 
told that Det Insp Bullock was 
given a damning professional 
appraisal by the senior officer 
who took over the murder in- 
vestigation in Juty im 

Leading article, 
Review, page 3 
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confess to spying. Last night op- 
position MPs demanded a full 
explanation. Shadow Fbreign 
minister Cheryl Gillan said: 
“Tony Lloyd spoke about the ad- 
vice to the company being un- 
ambiguous. It is dear that it 
was not unambiguous. The use 
of the words ‘formal advice’ im- 
plies the FO was saying ‘don't 
go, but since you are there tell 
us what you can'.” A Granger 
spokesman insisted the men 
had not been acting as spies. 
‘Name Chechens’, page 4 



Ben Bollock: Only officer to 
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Brown 
spells out 
plans to 
join euro 


GORDON BROWN has spelt out 
to the European Commission 
his plans to bring the British 
economy into line with the rest 
of Europe as a prelude to 
joining the single currency. 

In an unpublished report, 
which has been submitted qui- 
etly to the Commission and 
obtained by The Independent, 
the Chancellor details the mea- 
sures the Government is taking 
to prepare the UK for entry. 

Ministers said last night that 
Mr Brown's “convergence pro- 
gramme'’ was aimed at allow- 
ing Tony Blair to call a 
referendum on joining the euro 
shortly after the next general 
election if Labour retains 
power. If an election were held 
in 2001, Britain could join by 
January 2002, when euro notes 
and coins start circulating. 

However, cabinet sources 
said there was “an outside 
chance" of a referendum before 
the election after the euro's suc- 
cessful launch last week. “If the 
business community pushes 
hard, then the momentum may 
become unstoppable," one se- 
nior minister said. 

John Redwood, the shadow 
industry secretary, said; “This 
document is part of the soften- 
ing up process, designed to 
create the impression that join- 
ing the euro is inevitable. We 
think that is rubbish.” 

Mr Brown's document said 
the Government was pursuing 
a strategy “for achieving the 
stability and convergence" re- 
quired for Britain to join. The 
traditional differences between 
the British economy and those 
of its EU partners “are be- 
comingless distinct over time”, 
it added. 

The Government's policies 


BY ANDREW GRICE 

and Diane Coyle 

“should improve the flexibility 
of the economy... helping to en- 
sure that the UK could max- 
imise the benefits of the single 
currency”. 

The Chancellor told the 
Commission that “to ensure 
that membership is a genuine 
option, both public and private 
sectors are beginning to pre- 
pare for the single currency”. 

The document emphasised 
the importance of a stable ex- 
change rate for the pound. 
“The Government is confident 
that the new arrangements 
provide the best platform to de- 
liver greater stability in the 
sterling-euro exchange rate," it 
said. “Over time, it will allow the 
UK economic and interest rate 
cycle to move closer to that of 
the single currency area." 

The fact that UK interest 
rates, at 6 per cent are double 
those in the euro area is ex- 
plained as a legacy of past 
volatility’ in the British econo- 
my. 

The Maastricht Treaty re- 
quires sterling to rejoin the 
exchange rate mechanism, 
from which it was forced out in 
1992. although a period of sta- 
bility would probably be ac- 
ceptable to other EU members. 

Mr Brown told the Commis- 
sion he was due to present a 
National Changeover Plan out- 
lining the steps necessary for 
Britain to join the euro “early 
in the New Year”. However, its 
publication is likely to he de- 
layed until next month, be- 
cause of the resignation of 
Peter Mandelson, the former 
Trade and Industry Secretary, 
who was helping to draw it up. 
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30 MEN 



Tlie outlook for tomorrow: 
Phone 0345 300111 and tell 
us you could cope. 



Three of them are now unable to walk 
What do you do? 


Leave them and carry on? 
Or abort the mission and 
wait for help. 

Visibility 3m, 

A helicopter medivac is 
out of the question. 
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Fifty villagers from Lymouth, Devon, yesterday re-enacting the events of 100 years ago when their ancestors manhandled a lifeboat 14 miles 
overland, to save the crew of the sailing ship “Forrest Ball’ foundering in heavy seas in Portlock Bay Tim Cuff 


Mandelson ‘wanted to Port to blame for 
oust Brown as Chancellor’ tanker disaster 


THE GOVERNMENT’S WOUnds 
over Peter Man de Ison’s resig- 
nation will be tom open by 
claims in a new book that he 
planned to replace Gordon 
Brown as Chancellor as a step- 
ping stone to Number Ten. 

A book on Mr Mandelson, 
called ~Mandy: The Unautho- 
rised Biography ”, by Paul 
Routledge, a former political 
correspondent of the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday, daims that Mr 
Mandelson last autumn “shift- 
ed gear” in his “long term 
game plan” to set his sights on 
becoming Prime Minister 
Mr Mandelson had set his 
sights on ousting Robin Cook as 
Foreign Secretary, but after 
becoming a Cabinet minister, 
he raised his ambitions by 


BY COLIN BROWN 
Chief Political Correspondent 

preparing for z move to the 
Treasury, the book daims 
Tony Blair was to move Mr 
Brown “reluctantly" to the For- 
eign Office before the general 
election, making room for Mr 
Manddscm to move from the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
to the Theasury. leaving him as 
the “heir apparent” to takeover 
from Mr Blair when he stepped 
down as Prime Minister 
The daims were treated 
sceptically at Westminster last 
ni ght and dismissed as “fond- 
ful and absurd” by Mr Man- 
delsorfs friends, but the new 
allegations underline the extent 
to which the Government is 


BRITAIN TODAY 


finding it difficult to refocus on 
policy, instead of the personal 
feuds across the Cabinet 

It was disdosed in The In- 
dependent yesterday that a 
powerful backbench campaign 
is being mounted against Mr 
Mandelson and today the Par- 
liamentary Labour Ruty is ex- 
pected to say at a meeting with 
the Prime Minister at West- 
minster that he should not bring 
bade Mr Mandelson, at least 
until after the next election. 

Paddy Ash down and his party 
intend to embarrass the Gov- 
ernment today with a debate de- 
ploring “politically partisan 
presentation, spin-doctoring, 
unattributed briefing and the 
pursuit of personal rivalries 
between ministers' 5 . 


THE PORT of }EIfora Haven ad- 
mitted yestatiav it was to blame 
for the Sec Empress oil tanker 
disaster; which cost more than 
£200m in damage and dean-up 
costs. 

Cardiff Crown Court was told 
that John Pearn. the pilot who 
guided the ship on the night it 
ran aground, had never before 
handled a ship as big as the 
147.000-tonne Sea Empress. He 
lost control of the ship in the 
strong tides around the rocky 
entrance of Milford Haven. 

Mr Pearn's employers ap- 
peared in court to admit caus- 
ing the disaster The port 
authority pleaded gufltyto caus- 
ing 72,000 tonnes of crude oil to 
enter the sea off Pembroke- 
shire. south-west Wales, in Fteb- 


By Nicholas Schoon 

ruaiy 1996. More than 20,000 sea 
birds are thought to have per- 
ished and 120 miles of coast was 
polluted. Local fisheries dosed 
for months wirite tourism dairas 
could be as high as £46m. 

Michael Hill QC, counsel for 
the Environment Agency; told 
the court the port authority 
should not have allowed Mr 
Peara to bring in such a large 
tanker without a second pilot 

The agency laid the blame for 
the spill, Britain’s second-worst 
tanker catastrophe, on the 
flawed rules, procedures and 
management erf Milford Haven 
Port Authority, and on defects in 
the way it trained its maritime 
pilots. 


LORD WOOLF, Master of flie-V,?'; 
Bolls, will not be sitting on the :“v~; 
rehearing of the Pinochet rase 
after objections from the forma- A ;; V 
Chilean dictator's lawyers. The : -vV 
Independent can reveaL 
In an unprecedented and ;• , 
highly controversial move, the i . N 
House of Lords has effective^ A 
given General Augusto/;.v 
Pinochet's lawyers the powerof A?/;, 
vetting the new panel of judges 
who will hear the case from - 4a 
next Monday ■ - 

Lord Woolf is the second i w.. - . 
most senior jyrist in England ; 
and Wales after the Lord Chief 
Justice, and would have been ; 
the most liberal of the seven 
judges who will rule whether - N 
General Pinodiet has inmmrfij .T . 
from prosecution on dtaxgesof j-,./ . 
human rights abuse. - 

A decision by the prevtaK " V‘- 
panel that General Pinodig 
does not have immunity foam ■ .*■’ 
prosecution was overturned^ : 
fellow law lords because of tie . . ' . A . 
failure by- LwdHoffcnaxmfode-. . : . 
dare his finks with Amnesty In- kA 
ternationaL the human rights ^ 
group that had lobbied for the 
former dictator to be chained . .. 

Subsequently the . Lordr.. ..;.': 
Chancellor. Lord Irvine of . 
Lairg, wrote to Lord Browne^. . v A 
Wilkinson, the senior law lord, 
asking for the Lords to be more 
vigilant about not giving the ap- 
pearance of bias. ■ 

The judicial office . of the 
House of Lords had written to : . . 
General Pinochet’s solicitors, 
Kingsley Napley, mentioning . - 
Lord Woolf as a candidatefor - 
the new hearing. Lord \fooK .a 
stepped down from hosting a 
fundraising dinner for Anm^ty - 7; 
on 26 January, after bang told ■' 
he may be on the panel • 

His name had been on a let- ' 
ter sent to law firms asking for 
donations for a building for A . 
Amnesty. Other signatories ft . 
were Lord Irvine, the Lord y ’ 
Chief Justice, Lord B ingham iff;. 

Cornhili, and Lord Hoffmann. 

Kingsley Napley also received .. 
the letter and promised to do- . 
nate £1,000. . *V" 



LIGHTING UP 


|| YESTERDAY || THE WORLD 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Warmest: Solly Wes 10C (50R 

Belfast 4.25pm to 8.39am Coldest (dayj: AMangillfoot 2C (36F) 

B irmin gham 4.1 9pm to 8.12am Wettest: Valley D. 67 fns 

S £ I IS'" 1 Sumdesc Dundrum 3 0 hrs 

Glasgow 4.11pm to S.39am 

London 4.1 7pm to 8.01am For 26hrs in 2pm Tuesday 

Manchester 4.1 6pm to 8.18am 

Newcastle 4.06pm to 8.23am ““ In 


HIGH TIDES 


AM HT 

ft — wa 3.36 io.i 
Cork 2.05 36 

Deaenport 2.09 4.6 
Dover 7.58 5.5 

Don Laqghabe 8.41 3.5 
fhhnouH i 1.40 4.4 

(menocJc 9.48 2.9 
Har wi ch 8.30 3.1 

Holyhead 7.28 4.6 
HoO (Albert Dfc) 2.51 7J 
KtagsLyna 3.06 5 0 
laltti 11.35 4.6 

U— pmil a .06 7.6 
MOTord Haven 2.57 5.3 


Newquay 

Portland 


Scarborough 

Wkk 


1.56 5.4 
3.33 14 
a_22 4.0 
5.03 3.5 
12.49 4.7 
8.20 3.0 


Height measured in metres 


PM HT 

4.05 10 4 
2.35 3.6 

2.33 4.6 

8.33 5.5 

9.06 3.5 
2 04 4.4 
9.48 2.8 
9.06 3.3 

7.50 4.7 
3.30 7.3 

3.51 5.2 

8.33 7.7 
3.23 5.5 
221 5.6 
3.44 1.4 
6.57 3.9 
5.2B 3.6 
127 4 8 
8.42 3.0 


Aberdeen 

Anglesey 


3.7 O.Ol 4 39 

52? 0 6 43 

2.2 0.01 -1 30 

1.6 0 1 34 


Belfast 1.6 0 1 34 

Birmingham 2.5 0.01 2 36 
Bournemouth 6.1 0. 4 39 


Bristol 

Buxton 

Cardiff 

Clacton 

Cromer 

Edinburgh 

Ejonootb 

Fishguard 

Folkestone 

Glasgow 

Hastings 


6.4 0 4 39 

1.6 O 1 34 

5.3 0 6 43 

6.3 O.OI 5 41 

5 2 O.Ol 5 41 

6.4 O 4 39 

7.6 0 5 41 



FORECAST 

General sftnatloa Western Scotland and Northern Ireland will be windy with rain 
and mountain snow in the morning, followed by sunshine and squally show e rs this 
afternoon. Eastern Scotland will start dry and arid, but rain and nill-snow will 
quickly spread from the west, although steadily clearing in the afternoon. Mean- 
while. England and Wales will start Largely fine, but rain will soon reach the west 
and sweep across all areas during the morning and early afternoon. The rain will 
last a few hours before brighter weather spreads from the west. 

London, Channel b. Gam S * SE England. E Badlands, E AngBm A dry and 
bright start with a touch of Prose, but doud and rain will spread from the west, 
berate It dears up again late in the day A freshening south-west wind. Max temp 
6-9C (43-48F1. H 

SW P agto nd, W a les , W Md lands: A band or rain will sweep in horn the west 
this morning, but ft will become brighter with Just a few showers this afternoon. 

A blustery south-west wind. Max temp 7- IOC (45-50F). 

•HU Cant N A NE England, Lake DM, bte of Man: A dry start but rain will 
quickly spread from the west perhaps preceded by snow over the Pennlnes. The 
rein will give way to sunny intervals and a Tew showers during die afternoon. Max 
temp 5-7C (41-45F). 

Glasgow, SW A NW Scotland, N belaud, W Uw Rain and hill-snow followed 
bjrxjuaUy wintry showers. Strang to gale westerly wind. Max temp 4-7C (39- 

* * NE Scoctand, N bias: Rain and hill-snow will 
arrive law- this morning, but It wdl brighten up before the end of the afternoon 
ASb^dwring south-west wind with gales possible In the north later. Max temp 


OUTLOOK 

ILIS! r T!^ n unsettled and often windy with showers and occasional longer 
^Mlls or rain, especially m the north where It will be arid enough for snow over 
thtf hills. Temperatures In the south will be mainly near or a ncue above normal. 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


Glasgow 5.3 

Hastings 4.4 

Hove 4.4 

isle-af-man 3.8 

We-of-wlght 
Jersey 5.0 

Kendal 5 8 

Leads 2 9 

Lerwick 0.S 

Uetlehamptoa 
London 0.8 

Lowestoft 3.9 


5 2 035 5 41 

5.3 0 3 37 

4.4 0 4 39 

4.4 0 4 39 


ftteuiOlLLim 


5.0 0.13 6 43 

5 8 0 4 39 

29 0 3 37 

0.S 0.01 3 37 


Manchester 4.3 


3.9 0.05 5 41 


Margate 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO, SO* 

Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Goad Good 


Moraambe 6.8 


4.6 0.22 5 41 


SUN & MOON 

Son rises: 08.02 
San sets 16.17 
Moon rises: 03.54 
Moon sets: 13.23 
New Moon: January 17 


WEATHERLINE 

For me latest forecasts dal 0891 5009 
followed by the two digits for your area. 
Source: The Met. Office. CaOs charged at 
50p per .-run (inc VAT| 


O 4 39 

1.7 0.02 6 4 3 


Newcastle 6.9 0.09 4 39 

Newquay 7.1 0 6 43 

Norwich 5.6 0.07 5 41 

Oxford 3.4 0 2 36 

Ross-on-wye 3.9 0 3 37 

Salcombe ... 

Scarborough _ 

Shrewsbury 6.0 0 3 37 

Soothend ... 

Southport 0 4 39 

Stornoway 1.7 0.02 6 4 3 

Swanage 7.5 0 4 39 

Tfenby 4.7 0 1 34 

■*Mt|My 7.8 0 7 45 

Weston-s-mare ... 

Weymouth 7.5 0 5 41 

24 hoars to 6pm (GMT] Monday: 
biTormatlan by Rfl WeatberCenCre 


Rain or 


Shine 
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Early bird is key to global warming 


bt Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

THE GOVERNMENT is to mon- 
itor the arrival of the first swal- 
low in spring to check on the 
progress of global warming. 

It is one of 35 indicators 
which have been officially cho- 
sen to detect the initial signs of 
climate change. 

Without needing to be 
prompted by the weekend’s 
collapse of Beachy Head, which 
the Environment Agency said 
was climate change-induced. 
Government scientists have 
quietly started to monitor and 
bring together a mass of small 
and large events, both in the 
natural world and in society, 
which maybe the first signs of 
a hotter planet. 

Some of these are already 
strongly suggesting that cli- 
mate change is no longer a the- 
oretical calamity predicted by 
the supercomputers of the Met 
Office, but is already with us. 

The indicators they have 
chosen range from the arrival 
dates of swallows in spring and 
the leafing dates of oak trees, 
to the number of possible ski- 
ing days in Scotland, the num- 
ber of insurance claims for 
“major weather perils" and the 
number of human cases of 
Lyme Disease, caused by a 
tick which flourishes in warmer 
weather. 

The first indications, cer- 
tainly from the evidence as- 
sembled about the behaviour of 
birds, plants and insects, is 
that the greenhouse effect is 
now here. Over the past twen- 
ty years many events in the nat- 
ural world have started to take 
place much earlier in the 
spring, in a way entirely con- 
sistent with a warmer climate 
Much of this evidence is star- 
tling and when it is assembled, 
as the Government is doing, it 
is compelling. The orange tip 
butterfly, for example, is now 
emerging about 1 1 days earlier 
than it was 20 years ago. The 
leaves on oak trees at a moni- 
tored site in Surrey are emerg- 
ing about three weeks earlier 
than when records began in 
1947 and the swallow is arriving 
earlier at eight different bird ob- 
servatories. Twenty species of 
birds have shifted their egg-Iay- 
ing dates an average of 8.8 days 
earlier in the 25-year period 
from 1971 to 1995. 

The importance of the Gov- 
ernment's new initiative to 
bring all this together is that for 



the first time it puts official em- 
phasis on monitoring, as weO as 
prediction. 

Until now most of the effort 
and funding in the fight to com- 
bat global wanning- hundreds 
of millions of pounds - has 
gone into climate prediction. 
Scientists with complex com- 
puter models could happily tell 
you what was likely to happen 
in 50. 75 or 100 years, but were 
unable to tell you what was hap- 
pening now, as noting that the 
egg-laying date of the chaffinch 
was weeks earlier than before 


was regarded as a suitable oc- 
cupation only for types in 
anoraks. 

But offirial recognition has 
finally come of the fact that 
dramatic trends may sudden- 
ly emerge from large numbers 
of small observations, once 
they are plotted, and the need 
to observe the many minute 
changes which may be the first 
signs of a dramatically warmer 
world is now accepted. 

The mass of information is 
being brought together in a 
single database, coordinated 


by Professor Melvin CanneU of 
the Institute of Terrestrial Ecol- 
ogy in Edinburgh. 

His unpublished pQot study, 
‘‘Indicators of Climate Change 
in the UK,” which is now being 
reviewed by officials at the En- 
vironment Department, con- 
tains an initial 35 indicators 
chosen to register global warm- 
ing's effect They begin with di- 
mate and temperature itself. 
Obvious measures such as the 
number of hot and cold days 
and the amount of rainfall are 
joined by subtler indicators like 


soil moisture amounts, 
amounts of groundwater stored 
in chalk and the number of 
times a year the Thames Bar- 
rier is dosed tan indicator of the 
rising sea-levels global warm- 
ing is predicted to cause). 

Social indicators indude the 
value of annual domestic 
daims for subsidence (which in- 
creases in very hot dry sum- 
mers). amount of gas 
consumed in winter; and the 
number of holidays taken with- 
in the UK Agricultural indica- 
tors selected include areas of 


vineyards in the UK, yields of 
nan-irrigated potatoes and the 
amount of late summer hay 
yields. These latter two cate- 
gories are more likely to show 
dianges nnce rfimatp riuwig e is 
firmly established. But it is the 
changes in wfldhfe behaviour 
that are pointing to global 
warming’s arrival already. 

Two of the scientists helping 
coordinate the Government’s 
data, Tim Sparks, of the Insti- 
tute of Terrestrial Ecology at 
Monk's Wood near Peterbor- 
ough, and Humphrey Crick, of 


the British 'Dust for Ornithol- 
ogy, gave remarkable informa- 
tion of their own on 
dimate-related changes in 
plant life last week when they 
published the first report of 
their new monitoring network. 

They compared toe flower- 
ing of four different plants in 
1998 with records made a cen- 
tury ago and found aff to be 
much earlier. 

Mr Sparks, who is an envi- 
ronmental statistician, holds a 
wnmhgr nf similar remarkabl e 
records not yet in the Govern- 


ment database. He quotes the 
Hertfordshire Natural History 
Society, whose record of the 
dates of arrival of six migrant 
species bf birds show the swal- 
low is now arriving in Hert- 
fordshire on about March 26 as 
against April 8 in the 1890s. 

“All these records show 
changes in behaviour which is 
entirely consistent with a 
warmer climate,** Tim Sparks 
said. 

“Soon,” said Humphrey 
Crick, “We shall be waiting for 
the first swallow of the winter" 


Runaway foster parents 
plead to keep children 


A COl’PLE who disappeared 
with their two foster daughters 
after they were refused per- 
mission to adopt have written 
an emotional letter pleading to 
be allowed to keep them. 

Jeff and Jennifer Bramley. 
disappeared from their Cam- 
bridgeshire home in September 
with five-year- old Jade Bennett 
and her half sister, three-year- 
old Hannah. In the handwritten 
letter, sent to Anglia Television, 
they ask police and social ser- 
vices to let them live together 
as a family. The letter was sent 
first class on 1 1 January and 
postmarked from Nottingham 

The family were last spotted 
by a retired vicar on the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway, 
between Pickering and Gros- 
mont on 2 January. 


By Kate Watson-smvth 

Although the letter was 
unsigned, police are taking it 
seriously because it contains 
information that only the Brum- 
lev's could know. 

In the letter the couple said: 
“We Jeff. Jenny. Jade and Han- 
nah write this letter to tefi the 
plight of a family that love each 
other and wishes to stay 
together. Jade and Hannah 
were told about us and told we 
would be their forever Mummy 
and Daddy. 

“After we had met the girls 
several times in their foster 
home, they came to live with us. 
They soon grew to love us as 
their Mummy and Dadd), as we 
grew to love them as our 
daughters. Jade and Hannah 


were looking forward to then- 
new lives with us." 

The Bramleys said they 
were good, honest caring peo- 
ple who were willing to give up 
their home, friends and jobs to 
keep the girls “with the parents 
they love and desperately want 
to share their fives with". 

“We were approved to be 
Jade and Hannah's new 
Mummy and Daddy, they were 
placed with us for us to adopt 
It is misleading to call us fos- 
ter parents. 

“Social services seemed 
pleased with us and told us 
everything was fine until one 
day they said we were too 
safety conscious by saying “no" 
and “don’t" too often. 

“The children have been 
told that they are to move on to 


another forever Mummy and 
Daddy." The couple claimed 
they had only been evaluated by 
one social worker, and given no 
chance to voice the children’s 
own opinion. 

“Jade and Hannah have 
cried saying they love us and 
don’t want to five with anyone 
else and that if anyone comes 
to take thou away they will hold 
on to us. not letting go." The let- 
ter ends with an appeal asking 
for help to adopt the girls. 

“Jade and Hannah are two 
bright, intelligent, articulate 
children who love us with all 
their hearts. We ask therefore, 
win someone help us to be 
legally their Mummy and 
Daddy for ever, making the 
hopes and dreams of these two 
wonderful girls come true.” 


Artist is paid to discover 
the sweet scent of success 


by David lister 

Arts News Editor 


THE TRUE mark of celebrity 
will no longer be just having 
your likeness painted for the 
National Portrait Gall my Hwn 
today stars car. have their 
“odour portrait*" token so that 
gallery -goers can experience 
the real smell of success 

The plan to have -wafting 
chambers" in art galleries 
might sound like a satire on the 
Turner Prize but it has. in fact, 
bt?on officially funded to the 
•une of £12.500. Artist Clara 
Vrsitti has won the grant to cre- 
ate ‘ odour portraits" of the 
rich and famous. Slit is asking 
sports and showbiz celebrities 
to wear shirts impregnated 
with highly absorbent charcoal 
to pick up body scents. 

These odour molecules will 
then be fed into a chemical 
analyser and the read-nut will 
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A gallery -goer experiencing smelly art 



enable scientists to re-create 
the celebrities' scent rare, 
which will then be pumped into 
smell chambers in art galleries. 

Ms I rsilti. who is working 
with Dr George Dodd, a scent 
expert and author, said: “Every- 
one has their own unique odour 
profile, which depends on the 
strength and combination of 


chemicals released by the body 
We plan to open wafting cham- 
bers in galleries so that visitors 
can wander in and take a sniff." 

Dr Dodt^who ran the UK’s 
‘ first smell research group at the 
University of Warwick, said: 
“We expect the scent of the 
sportsmen will smell very 
strongly of truffles but for other 


people there will be a delicate 
fresh sh ellfish grwen, or even 
one of Camembert" He 
declined to identity the stars 
until the experiment is oven 

Ms Ursitti. who has a mas- 
ters degree from Glasgow 
School of Art, and Dr Dodd, a 
fellow Scot, won the £HL500 
grant from the Wellcome TVust. 

The technique caa also help 
in medical diagnosis, fi ghting 
crime and even detecting a 
mate, according to Dr Dodd, 
who said: “Asthma sufferers 
and liver patients are known to 
have certain vapours in their 
breath. Police forces use scent 
as a form of fingerprinting and 
it can also be used in security 
systems where an indivi dual 
odour becomes a a password. 

"'We can even take the nsk 
out of dating - ail animals react 
to scent, whether they know it 
or noL It’s what the chemistry 
of sexual attraction is all about" 
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FO asked: ‘Who are 
the key Chechens?’ 


-HECIDjya is one of the few 
countries in the world consid- 
ered too dangerous for foreign 
governments to work. 

With the exception of one 
British-based charity- the Haio 
^rust - which works clearing 
Bodmin es, the only current 
Western presence is the ob- 
servers from the Organisation 
fer Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE). So when the 
engineers from Granger Tele- 
com and British Telecom ar- 
rived in the capital Grozny last 
year; they were a valuable com- 
modity. From a purely eco- 
nomic point of the view, the 
five-year deal to install a mobile 
phone network and satellite 
finks, of which the men were 
part was worth an estimated 
£190m to the Surrey-based firm. 

At the time of the men's kid- 
nap on October 4 last yean the 
company 's chief executive Ray 
Worth was able to say: “We un- 
dertook the contract with the 
knowledge [about the lack of se- 


BV ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

curity] and considered the risks 
were worth the effort" 

But the men were also a di- 
rect source of information 
about Chechnya, its leadership 
and investment prospects. 

The Independent has learnt 
that Granger Telecom first met 
with officials from the Foreign 
Office in July last year At the 
meeting in central London, 
matters discussed included the 
nature of the work the compa- 
ny and its employees Darren 
Hickey: 26, Rudolf Petschi, 42. 
Stanley Shaw, 58 and self- 
employed BT contractor Peter 
Kennedy, 46, were carrying out 
The FO’s official advice to 
the company and other Britons 
considering travelling to the 
Caucases semi-autonomous re- 
public. torn apart by an 18- 
month war with Russia, was 
dear. Don't go. But at the same 
time it was desperately trying 
to secure the release of two 


Quaker-run charity workers, 
damiiia Carr and Jon James, 
taken hostage while working in 
Grozny in the summer of 1997. 

It is now dear the FO want- 
ed to use the engineers to gath- 
er information about the Carrs. 
In a letter to Granger from the 
FO’s Eastern Division dated Au- 
gust 13, the desk officer wrote: 
“As part of our efforts to secure 
the safe release of Camilla Carr 
and Jon James ... we have had 
frequent if so far relatively un- 
productive contacts with the 
Chechen leadership." 

The letter restates what it 
calls its formal advice about not 
travelling to the country. But it 
continues: “As one of the very 
small number of British com- 
panies involved in Chechnya ... 
we would welcome your views 
on the potential for international 
investment in Chechnya” 

It also asks for views on 
contacts considered to be the 
“movers and shakers” in 
Chechnya, adding: “Finally we 


would also like to discuss the 
Carr and James case. Is there 
anything else (hat we might be 
doing to secure their release?” 

Last night an FO spokesman 
defended its request to the 
company and said it was only 
trying to bring about the release 
of Mr James and Mr Carr 

“There is nothing wrong 
with this, we would have asked - 
other companies as well,” said 
a spokesman. “It is not spying.” 
The spokesman refused to say 
whether information would 
have been passed to the secu- 
rity services. 

On September 20, foDowing 
an alleged bribe payment, Ms 
Carr and Mr James were re- 
leased by the hostage-takers. 

He four engineers were not 

to be so lucky. Within weeks of 
their arrival in Chechnya, they 
too were taken hostage. For two 
months there was little word on 
them and on December 8 their 
decapitated heads were dis- 
covered near die capital. 


Refugees from the Chechen dvil war. Above: Darren 


Kennedy, Rudolf Petschi and Stanley Stow 
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IN BRIEF 

McLibel Two begin appeal 

THE MCUBEL TWo, Helen Steel and Dave Morris, 
yesterday launched their appeal against a ruling in 1997 
that they libelled McDonald's with a call for an overhaul 
of d efama tion laws. The two campaigners believe the 
East-food chain should have lost the original trial because 
some criticisms had been proved. The hearing continues. 

Police chief resigns over release 

A SENIOR police officer who ordered an old friend’s son to 
be released after being arrested for wife-beating, 
resigned yesterday. Chief Superintendent Iain Anderson. 
49, announced his decision to retire from Strathclyde _ 
Police 24 hours after being summoned to explain his 
actions before Chief Constable John Orr. 

Girl found hanging by school tie 

A 13-YEAR-OLD girl was in hospital today after her 
mother found her hanging by her school tie. The girl 
from Benchill Wythenshawe. in Greater Manchester, is 
in a serious condition- The incident comes just over a 
week after the death of eight-year-old Marie Bentham, 
who was found by her mother hanging by a skipping rope. 

Silence on mortgage tax relief 

THE HOUSING minister. Hilary Armstrong, refused 
yesterday to comment on media reports that the Urban 
Taskforce was set to recommend that people who own or 
buy homes built on greenfield land should lose mortgage 
tax relief. 

Belfast remembers revered writer 

THE ACCLAIMED Belfast-bom author Brian Moore is 
being mourned in his home city after bis death in the 
United States. The novelist, who retained strong links 
with the place of his birth through his books. He died on 
Sunday at his home near Los Angeles. He was 77. 
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TV challenge ‘could destroy footbalP 


ENGLISH FOOTBALLS Premier 
League faces destruction and 
the community fabric of the 
country's national game will be 
tom apart if the League loses 
its landmark court case against 
the Office of Fair leading, a 
court was told yesterday. 

In opening statements at 
the restrictive practices court 
in central London, the OFT 
challenged the right of the 
League's 20 dubs, which range 
from giants such as Manches- 
ter United and Arsenal to less 


By Nick Harris 

prominent teams such as 
Charlton and Wimbledon, to 
negotiate television deals col- 
lectively. At present, the League 
controls all rights, sales and 
overseas distribution of televi- 
sion income among its dubs. 
The current television deals to 
screen live league games and 
highlights - with Sky Television 
and the BBC, the League’s two 
co-defendants in the case-are 
worth £743m over four years. 


The OFT maintains that 
these deals are against the 
public interest that clubs 
should make individual, not 
collective, television deals, and 
that the public should be given 
a broader choice of channels on 
which they can watch Premier 
League football. The OFT cen- 
tral argument against the cur- 
rent position is that the League 
is operating as a cartel, which 
is stiffing innovation and lead- 
ing to high prices. 

The hearing will cost the par- 


ties involved up to £30m over its 
expected four-month duration. 

The outcome will be derid- 
ed by a judge, Mr Justice Fer- 
ris, and two lay officials. 

Charles Aldous QC, repre- 
senting the League, opened 
proceedings yesterday saying 
it was his client’s right, as the 
governing body, to control cen- 
trally the sale of television 
rights. The League, he said, is 
controlled by its member dubs 
and acts in their interest 
Should that right to act collec- 


tively on behalf of the clubs be 
removed, Mr Aidous added, 
equality of wealth distribution, 
both within the League and to 
the wider football family, would 
be threatened. 

At present Mr Aldous said, 
the Premier League gives 
some £l7.5m a year to football 
dubs and causes outside its ju- 
risdiction. It announced on 
Monday that it intends to In- 
crease that figure to up to £50m 
a year when its next television 
contracts are agreed before 


2001. Should the OFT win, he 
added, not only would that 
funding be threatened, but Pre- 
mier League clubs would be 
selected for takeovers by 
broadcasting companies pur- 
suing business rather than 
sporting agendas. 

Mr Aldous said that could 
lead to the break-up of the Pre- 
mier League and hasten the 
formation of a breakaway Eu- 
ropean Superleague including 
only the most powerful dubs. 

Jonathan Sumption QC, set- 


ting out Sky’s position as a co- 
defendant, said the company 
would argue that it is legi timate 
and desirable for a single 
broadcaster to have, for a lim- 
ited time, exclusive ri gh ts to 
screen sports events, as long as 
such rights were regularly 
renegotiated and sold in a fair 
and open manner. Mr Sumption 
added that Sky is not alone in 
si g nin g exclusive rights for live 
football Manchester United, 
for example, will appear more 
times on ITV in the European 


Champions League this season 
than on Sky. 

Christopher Carr QC, rep- 
resenting the BBC, said the cor- 
poration was currently able to 
make a comprehensive high- 
lights programme such as 
Match of the Day only because 
the League sells rights collec- 
tively, and said it will argue that 
the current contracts are in the 
public interest. 

The case continues today 
when the OFT will outline the 
main arguments of its case. 
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Police hunt 
callous killer 
in Fenland of 
PD James 



EVEN ON the most clement of 
days, the Fens are a bleak and 
brooding place. Yesterday, 
lashed by wind and rain, a 
heavy sky pressing down on 
fields turned grey by an 
overnight dusting of snow, they 
offered a vista of unrelieved des- 
olation. 

The landscape, fiat as a bil- 
liard table, crisscrossed by 
rivers and (tykes, is familiar to 
fans of the crime novelist P D 
James. At present, though, it is 
a real-life murder mystery that 
is being played out in this 
inhospitable corner of East 
Anglia. 

Police announced yesterday 
that they had launched a full- 
- scale murder investigation into 
y the deaths of Janice Sheridan, 
a 45-year-old dog breeder, and 
her 89-year-old mother; Con- 
stance. 

The two women lived to- 
gether quietly outside the Nor- 
folk village of Upweli, near 
Wisbech. On Sunday they were 
found dead in the living room 
of their isolated cottage, 
stabbed many times, in what 
detectives called a “callous and 
ruthless” attack. 

At a press conference yes- 


By Kathy Marks 

terday, Detective Superinten- 
dent Steve Swain, head of Nor- 
folk CID, said police were 
baffled by the lack of an obvious 
motive. “They had no enemy in 
the world who had reason to in- 
flict such horrible injuries on 
them,” he said. 

The women were not 
wealthy and there were no 
signs of a break-in. Local peo- 
ple regarded the pair as reclu- 
sive, but not unfriendly. 

A team of 30 officers is pur- 
suing two lines of inquiry. One, 
that the murders may be con- 
nected to the women’s vocal op- 
position to the establishment of 
a travellers' site near UpwelL 
Two, a possible link to the no- 
toriously murky world of pedi- 
gree dog breeding. 

Janice Sheridan, who was 
single, bred prize-winning 
whippets and was weD known 
on the show circuit. She was 
due to exhibit a puppy at Cruft 1 s 
in March. She and her mother, 
a widow, kept 20 whippets at 
home. 

Det Supt Swain said police 
were trying to establish 
whether any of the dogs had 


Police guard the road to Pingle Bridge, a track leading to the cottage in Norfolk where the bodies of Janice and Constance Sheridan were found 


Brian Harris 


been stolen. None of the whip- 
pets was injured in the attacks, 
and all were in good condition. 

The cottage, at the end of a 
winding, single-lane track 
called Pingle Bridge, was 
shrouded in silence yesterday. 

Police were searching for 
tyre tracks and were also scru- 
tinising footprints found near 
the house, although it was 
thought that they probably be- 
longed to a neighbour who 
raised the alarm. 

The tiny village of Upweli, in- 
tensely insular like most Fen- 
land communities, has not 
known a murder since the 
1960s. Pauline Overland, 54, a 
smallholder said: “I used to go 


down Pingle Bridge to play 
when I was a child. It’s a peace- 
ful and happy place.” 

In the Five Bells Inn, where 
a lone drinker supped at 
lunchtime, the barman, David 
Ward, said he often saw Janice 
Sheridan out walking her dogs. 
“Whoever did this is sick and 
twisted,” he said. 

In the Fens, people say that 
geographic isolation and the 
monotonous landscape can in- 
duce a peculiar form of mad- 
ness. Whether it can turn into 
something more sinister, push 
someone over the edge to com- 
mit two apparently senseless 
murders, must remain, for now, 
pure speculation. 


Payout for McQueen 
over plagiarism libel 


ALEXANDER MCQUEEN and 
Givenchy, the fashion house 
where he is chief designer ac- 
cepted substantial libel dam- 
ages yesterday over claims of 
plagiarism from the London 
listings magazine Time Out 

The magazine had carried 
false allegations by fas hi on stu- 
dents that McQueen had copied 
their designs. One of the dress- 
es in question was a white, 
one-shouldered toga dress first 
shown at McQueen’s debut 
haute couture show for 
Givenchy in January 1997. 

A spokesperson for Mc- 
Queen said that Trevor Merrell, 
36, a former student of the 
London College of Fashion, 
first made contact about 18 
months ago. claiming that the 
dress was a copy of one of his 


BY Susannah Frankel 
F ashion Editor 

own designs- Six months lateq 
Time Out got hold of another 
student's story alleging that 
one of her fabric designs had 
been plagiarised by McQueen. 

‘This sort of allegation is not 
uncommon,” said the McQueen 
spokesperson. “It took an awful 
lot of time and energy to deal 
with these particular claims, 
which initially we saw as noth- 
ing more than annoying. Hav- 
ing taken advice from our 
lawyers at Givenchy, however; 
we derided that if we took a 
stand on this particular occa- 
sion it would stop other people 
from trying item in the future.” 

The action by Givenchy fol- 
lows a series of allegations of 


plagiarism in fashion. Breach of 
copyright in fashion depends on 
whether the substance ofa gar- 
ment has been copied rather 
than just the idea behind it 

In 1993, the London-based 
design duo Antoni & Alison re- 
ceived an out-of-court settle- 
ment for undisclosed damages 
from Giorgio Armani who, they 
alleged, had produced a T-shirt 
bearing a logo too dose to one 
of their own designs. In 1994, 
Ralph Lauren paid £250,000 
ffamagps to Yves Saint Laurent 
for copyright infringement of a 
black tuxedo evening sheath. 
Equally high-profile was Liza 
Bruce's attempt to sue Marks 
& Spencer over a swimwear de- 
sign. The designer’s legal costs 
put her out of business. 

McQueen, whose spring/ 



The McQueen dress that be 
was accused of copying 

summer haute couture collec- 
tion is to be shown this weekend 
said: T was detemined to prove 
that accusations of this nature 
will not be tolerated." 


Ted Hughes wins Whitbread prize 


^ THE LATE POET laureate Ted 
Hughes received his second 
posthumous award in as many 

j .... _j — IK— MllanKAn rtf 


poems about his re l ationsh ip 
with Sylvia Plath, Birthday Let- 
ters , won the 1998 Whitbread Fto- 
etry Award onty24 hours after 
it won the T S Eliot Prize. 

In two weeks’ time Hughes’ 
book could win the £21,000 Whit- 
bread Book of the %ar prize. 




by David lister 

Arts News Editor 

which he won last year with 
Tales From Ovid, 

The panel of nine judges, 
(Paired by Raymond Seitz, for- 
mer US ambassador to the UK, 
said: “In tins personal colle c tion 
Hughes avoids every pitfall- of 
remorse, self-pity self-justifica- 
tion -that the subject his wife's 


sukade, could have led him into 
His account of that relation- 
ship seems hewn from granite. 77 

The winner of lie award for 
best novel was Justin 
Cartwright, a television docu- 
mentary maker; for his book 
Leading The Cheers, in whichan 
unemployed man returns to 
small-town America after living 
m Landm aiul begins to redis- 
cover and question Ms past life. 


First novel winner was Giles 
Foden for The Last King Of 
Scotland. The book traces Idi 
Amin’s right-year dictatorship of 
Uganda from the fictional per- 
spective of a young Scottish 
doctor appointed Amin’ s per- 
sonal physician. 

Amanda Foreman’s biogra- 
phy, Georguma, Duchess Of 
Devonshire, won the biogra- 
phy award. 
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Fallon inquiry: Management blamed for ‘therapeutic nihilism’ that allowed unit to become awash with hard co ^ 

Ashworth run by inmates not staff 



Ashworth hospital: Child played with sex offender 


A TELEPHONE call from Dirty 
Harry’s bar in Amsterdam in 
September 1996 triggered the 
Ashworth inquiry that report- 
ed yesterday. On the line was 
Stephen Daggett, a convicted 
paedophile and Ashworth in- 
mate who had absconded days 
earlier while on a shopping 
trip to Liverpool What he had 
to say lifted the lid on one of the 
worst scandals to engulf the 
top-security mental hospital in 
its 100-year history. 

Daggett, 38, daizned the hos- 
pital was awash with porno- 
graphic literature and videos, 
that inmates had a ready 
supply of drugs and alcohol 


by Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 



Stephen Daggett: Phone 
call triggered inquiry 


and. most damaging of all that 
an eight year-old girl had made 
regular visits and been allowed 
to play, in a garden next to a 
wanL with a patient convicted 
of sex offences against children. 

Daggett who spent 12 years 
in Ashworth after being con- 
victed of three indecent as- 
saults against young girls, 
promised to return to the hos- 
pital on one condition - that bis 
claims would be investigated. 
He had absconded, he said, 
because it was the only way of 
drawing attention to a situation 
that had been ignored by the 
hospital authorities. 

While on the trip to Liverpool 
-part of his rehabilitation pro- 
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gramme - he had managed to 
withdraw £L500 from his budd- 
ing society account and then 
given the nurse escorting him, 
Jim Corrigan, the slip. 

Daggett was picked up in 
Canterbury and returned to 
Ashworth on 7 October: He set 
about producing an account of 
his claim*; entitled “My Con- 
cerns”. The hospital authorities 
dismissed his version of events. 

It was only when Alice 
Mahon, the Labour MP whose 
constituents in Halifax include 
Daggett’s parents, produced a 
60-page dossi er based on his ac- 
count that ministers took notice. 

Die allegations related to the 
Personality Disorder Unit, a 
block of five locked wards that 
housed some of the most in- 
tractable cases at Ashworth. By 
common consent among psy- 
chiatrists, offenders with per- 
sonality disorders are the 
hardest, if not impossible, to 
treat. This “therapeutic 
nihilism" fostered a policy of 
containment rather than treat- 
ment - and what emerged was 
that the unh was effectively run 
by its 115 inmates rather than 
the staff. 

As ministerial anxiety about 
Ashworth grew, in the fight of 
Alice Mahon's claims, a raid 
was ordered on Lawrence 
ward, part of the Personality- 
Disorder Unit, on 17 January 
1997. What it disclosed beg- 
gared belief One of Britain's 
three top security mental hos- 
pitals, housing some of the 
most dangerous offenders in 
the land, had become a centre 
for the circulation of hard-core 
pornography. 

In the ward shop. 41 hard- 
core porn videos were on sale. 
More than 800 other videos 
were found on the ward, 700 of 
which had been recently wiped 
or carried traces of porno- 
graphic recording. Some of the 
videos depicted bestiality sado- 
masochism and child abuse 
and video machines were used 
to copy the tapes. One patient’s 
room was found to contain 225 
videos alone. Some of the ma- 




% 



THE FIRST hospital ap- 
peared on che Ashworrb 
sice in 1873 -a convales- 
cent home. Moss Side 
House, for children from 
Liverpool workhouses. 

By 1914. the hospital 
had been taken over by 
the Red Cross and estab- 
lished a reputation for 
creating shell-shocked sol- 
diers from che Great War. 

Moss Side became a 
special hospital in 1933. 

In the 1 970s. overcrowd- 
ing at Broadmoor resulted 
in further expansion and 
the construction of Park 
Lane Special Hospital on 
land at che facility. 

park Lane opened in 
197 A and was gradually 
expanded until 1984 into 
a high-security psychiatric 
facility operating indepen- 
dently of Moss Side. In 
1989. the two hospitals 
were amalgamated ro be- 
come Ashworth Hospital. 
Patients include the Moors 
murderer lan Brady. 

In March 1991. a televi- 
sion documentary alleged 
that a patient had died 
after being beaten by 
staff. A government 
inquiry led to a major 
shake-up. 

In 1996. che convrcced 
paedophile Stephen 
Daggett escaped from the 
hospital in what he said 
was a protest against his 
treatment in the hospital's 
Personality Disorder Unit. 
He compiled a dossier of 
claims that led to the new 


Pieter Fhllon: Recommends Ashworth should dose after finding senior managers ‘totally unable to control the instztutiozf Peter Macdiormid 


inquiry being ordered. 


teriai was locked in a medical 
cabinet to which staff had no 
key. The raid also uncovered 
quantities of women and chil- 
dren's underwear. Another pa- 
tient ran what the inquiry team 
described as a “computer con- 
sultancy business" 

Routine searches at the 
hospital were farcical One case 
involving Mr CorHgan, the 
nurse who escorted Daggett, 
recorded how he would sit on a 
patient's bed reading a porno- 
graphic magazine before leav- 
ing and marking it down as a 
search. He was later dismissed. 

TWo weeks after the raid, 
the eight-year-old daughter of a 
former inmate of Ashworth was 
taken into care. The father, 
known as Mr X had regularly 
taken her into the hospital and 
was also the main source of the 
pornography m the hospital 
which he had brought in by the 
car-load In the chilling words of 
yesterday’s report the girl was 
being “groomed for paedophile 


AGENDA FOR CHANGE 


ASHWORTH has been given 
four months to develop an 
action plan to implement 
urgent changes. 

■ Four NHS employees 
named in Fallon report and 
still employed at Ashworth 
are to be disciplined. 

■ Arrangements for dealing 
with people with personali- 
ty disorders co be reviewed. 


■ £4.5m ro be invested in 
improved security at 
Ashworth, including x-rays, 
metal detectors and sniffer 
dogs, and a further £1 ,5m 
for extra security staff at all 
three special hospitals. 

■ Visits by children ocher 
than relatives of patients 
banned since September 
1998. 


■ Review of all aspects of 
security, including the use 
of post and telephones, at 
all three speciai hospitals co 
report directly :o NHS chief 
executive. Sir Alan 
Langlands. 

■ Social Services inspec- 
torate to conduct inquiries 
into social work aspects at 
the three soetia! hosoitals. 


purposes" although there was 
no evidence she was abused. 
She had access to one patient, 

pF»f pr Rpmmin g, who hflrf a his- 

tory of molesting young girls in- 
duding indecent assault and 
attempted rape: she also visit- 
ed anoibei ; Paul Corrigan, who 
had kidnapped, tortured, sexu- 
ally assaulted, mutilated and 
murdered a IS-year-oLd-bqy. 

A few days lata; on 7 Feb- 


ruary 1997, Stephen Dorrefl. the 
then health secretary, an- 
nounced the inquiry into Ash- 
worth under judge FteterEhEon. 
winch was published yesterday 
Five members of staff were 
suspended, including the chief 
executive, Janice M2es. She re- 
signed in July 1997 after being 
cleared by an internal inqiriiy 
Her successor; Dr Hilary 
Hodge, resigned a year latec in 


July 1998. after senior doctors 
expressed “grave concerns" 
about her management style. 

Die history of the scandal-hit 
hospital had brought many to 
the view that it was beyond res- 
cue, long before yesterday’s 
recommendation by the FMlan 
inquiry that it should dose. 
Ashworth, Broadmoor and 
Rampton, Britain’s three top- 
security mental hospitals, have 


been criticised for more than a 
decade for being too big, too 
crowded and too isolated, pro- 
fessionally and geographically. 

Sr Louis Blom Cooper; the 
distinguished QC who chaired 
an inquiry into Ashworth in 
1992 that uncovered evidence of 
a brutal dehumanising regime, 
said yesterday the hospitals 
were “unmanageable” and the 
Government should have begun 
dismantling them years ago. He 
had found a penal oppressive 
regime dominated by the 
Prison Officers’ Association, to 
which most of the nurses 
belonged. 

Speaking on BBC radio, he 
said: “They are much too big... 
[and] they carry around the ter- 
rible legacy of the criminal lu- 
natic asylum ... they never 
actually got rid of the idea that 
they were partly a prison." 

Mind, tiie mental health 
charity, echoed his views. “We 
want a national network of 
smaller; more manageable 


high-security units rather than 
these massive institutions that 
are trying to treat people wife 
a huge range of mental health 
needs," said a spokeswoman. 

There had been earlier signs 
of improvem ent A report hy the 
Health Advisory Service in 1996 
said there had been “major ad- 
vances" in the running erf 1 Ash- 
worth and that “a great deal of 
progress had been made in ad- 
dressing the unhelpful aspects 
of the previous hospital cul- 
ture 1 ’. It appears this progress 
was subsequently lost and, ac- 
cording to yesterday’s report, 
weak management was to 
blame. Frank Dobson, Secretary 
of State for Health, described it 
as “a systematic shambles”. 

Last night Daggett, who is 
now housed at Rampton Hos- 
pital spoke of his “vindication” 
“I do not expect to be thanked 
for what I did. At first I was 
ridiculed because people simper 
could not get their head around 
what I was telling them," be said. 


Inspectors criticise regimes 


at Britain’s top-security sites 


By Jeremy Laurance 


| SINCE 1980, Britain’s three top- 
security mental hospitals have 
been subject to critical reports. 
There have been two for each 
i n stitu tion . Broadmoor in Berk- 
shire, Rampton in Notting- 
hamshire and Ashworth In 
Merseyside. 

Broadmoor; which was 
founded in 1863, holds 443 pa- 
tients at a cost each of £93,000 
a year; including Peter Sut- 
cliffe, the Yorkshire Ripper. 

In 1988 the Health Advisory 
Service and Social Security In- 
spectorate said “time was run- 
ning out for a hospital largely 
I without direction displaying all 
| the faults of a total custodial in- 
i stitution and housed in grim 
I Victorian bufldmgs”. That was 
followed in 1993 by an inquiry 



Two reports criticised the organisation at Rampton 


into the death of Orville Black- 
wood and two other black pa- 
tients at Broadmoor 
Rampton was founded in 
1912, and holds 448 patients at 
a cost each of £96,000 ayeaq in- 
cluding nurse Beverly Allitt. 


In 1980 a report by Sir John 
Boynton condemned manySea- 
tures of its organisation and 
practice and in 1989 a follow-up 
inquiry found continuing 
grounds for serious criticism. 

Ashworth, which was found- 


ed in 1933, holds 456 patients at 
a cost each of £105,000 a year, 
including the Moors murderer; 
Ian Brady, to 1992, a report by 
Sir Louis Blom Cooper uncov- 
ered a “brutalising regime" in 
which patients were abused 
and h umiliated by staff 
Die Government ordered an 
internal review of high securi- 
ty care by Dr John Reed. Pub- 
lished in July 1994, it 
recommended a cut in the size 
of the special hospitals and the 
transfer of patients to smaller 
units. Ministers shelved the 
mam re commendations 
Yesterday a report by Peter 
Ballon said senior managers 
wore “totally unable to control 
the institution" and it should 
close. It was reprieved by 
Flank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health. 


Alert over ‘impoverished’ jail 


THE CHIEF Inspector of 
I Prisons, Sir David Rams- 
both am, has criticised the 
“seriously impoverished” con- 
ditions at Birmingham prison. 

Dreprisoo, known as Winson 
! Green, winch holds 1,100 in 
1 cells designed to take 743, was 
described by Sir David as 
“grossly overcrowded”. 

He said the Prison Service 
should rethink the way it runs 
all “local” prisons, the jails 
where people are kept before 
they are tried. 

In a report on the prison, Sir 
David stated that only 10 per 
cent of prisoners were receiv- 
ing education, and it had no pro- 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


despite containing a large num- 
ber of such criminals. 

The jail’s health centre was 
described as “the untkfiest and 
dirtiest that inspectors had 
seen anywhere", although it 
employed eight cleaners. Pris- 
oners in the health centre were 
given their last meal of toe 
day at 3.45pm. 

Sir David said: “I hope that 
this report will be read with 
some concern by ministers and 
Prison Service headquarters 
because it is yet another gross- 


ly overcrowded local’ prison in 
which the treatment and con- 
ditions of prisoners fall far 
below the acceptable." 

He said that 75 per cent of 
the prisoners at Birmingham 
had been sentenced, so they 
should not have been in a local 
prison. Up to 700 were unem- 
ployed and spent nearly all day 
locked in cells. 

Prison officers were over- 
stretched because when a pris- 
oner was transferred for 
treatment at an outside hospi- 
tal six officers, working in pairs 
on eight-hour shifts, were re- 
quired to give 24-hour coven Sir 
David reported: “One prisoner 


has now been on such a watch 
for over five months. I dread to 
think what is the cost of six of- 
ficers a day for over 150 days." 

The director-general of the 
Prison Service, Richard Tilt, 
said: *T recognise the fact that 
Birmingham prison currently 
holds more inmates t-h»n it 
would in an idea] would. How- 
even as a local prison, Birm- 
ingham has a duty to accept 
into custody all those commit- 
ted to it by the courts in its 
catchment area." 

He said the prison had 
recently asked for further fund- 
ing, which would finance a sex- 
offender programme. 
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Railway round-up rouses Prescott from his holiday blues 

v •*- -Mi Hk 


JOHN PRESCOTT looked bored and 
fed 19 during most of Tfcansportand 
Environment questions yesterday. 

Making his first Commons 
appearance smce his suggestion of 
a new power axis with Gordon 
Brown, he seemed unusually pre- 
occupied Rather more overweight 

than usual, he looked as though the 

festive indulgence had taken its toU 
Maybe he was trying to diet which 
might have accounted for his 
unwillingness to react, or perhaps, 
now the boss is back from the Sey- 
chelles, he misses being in charge. 

The recess was an enjoyable 
experience for the Deputy Prime 
Minister to run the show and live 


it up in the official residence at 
Domeywood, while giving a series 
of interviews hinting that Old 
Labour would be taking over in the 
wake of Feta- Mandetson’s resig- 
nation. In the Chamber; Mr 
Prescott can usually be goaded 
into a rage. He mutters incessantly, 
even when Ibries attack him indi- 
rectly. Not today. 

Bernard Jenkin, a Tbry front- 
bencher; asked Richard Caboroe, a 
junior minigfp^ about favouritism 
in Mr Prescott’s constituency over 
Government road projects. 

Mr Jenkin was suggesting Mr 
Prescott has double standards, 
proclaiming him to be anti-car 


eveiywhere, except in HulL The 
Deputy Prime Minister stirred 
briefly but could not even be both- 
ered to shout his usual obscenities 
from his seated position. 

Even Rosie Winterton (Lab, 
Doncaster Central) asking a patsy 
question about the role of buses 
failed to ignite bum. At the mention 
of buses he usually waxes lyrical, 
but on this occasion he mumbled 
something about more people being 
able to use low-floor buses. 

Richard Ottoway, another Tory, 
asked if Mr Prescott would resign 
if the Jubilee Line Extension was 
not open m time for the Millennium. 
“It will be,” Mr Prescott snapped. 


The Sketch 



MICHAEL 

BROWN 


If there were delays they would be 
sorted out but the problems were 
“all the Tories’ fault” anyway. 


Only when we got to railways fid 
Mr Prescott rouse himself like a 
lazy lion to play his favourite game 
of Fat Controller Mr Prescott gets 
it both ways with trains. 

If anyMP takes him to taskabout 
the ghastly services, he blames it 
all cm the Tories and privatisation. 
If anything is going well, it is, be 
says, only because he is putting 
more money into trains. He got 

momentarily excited when it came 

to discussion of the Strategic Rail 
Authoritywhich, according to him, 
will solve all the ills of privatisation. 
But there was Tbiy mockery when 
he declared that there would be a 
“rail summit” on 23 February. 


Mr Prescott did hisbest, without 
enthusiasm, to bluster his way 

through rail questions with a series 

of statistics. “800 new drivers; 500 
new rolling stock vehicles." Now 
that he has become respectable, 
responsible and very important 
there are fewer examples of the old 
Prescott, where anger and rage 
were his hallmarks. 

We did get one exam ple of a 
Prescott howler; however when he 
talked of a “crash programme to 
find new drivers”. 

WithMr Prescott largely taking 
a back seat yesterday it was left to 

the formidable Transport Select 
Committee chairman, Gwyneth 


DujmMdy.topro^euswiftthe 

fflbaretartasshetfescribedttwtet 




Bransorfs Virgin Trains. 

Mrs Dunwoocjy reported tha 
her area there are no prwtea 


ably just as wefl because smce, as 
no trains run on time anyway, pas- 
senger might as well guess what 

time trains arrive and depart 

Forget rail summits, Mr 
Prescott put Mrs MM* m 
charge of your authority and Mr 
Branson and his ilk worft have a 
prayer before her formidable pow- 
ers of rage and persuasion. 



ayout after 



years for 


CHQ staff 


TRADE WON RIGHTS 

By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


FOURTEEN STAFF who were 
dismissed from the top-secret 
government communications 
headquarters for refusing to 
surrender their union mem- 
bership will be offered com- 
pensation for lost pension rights, 
Ftobin Cook, the fbreign Secre- 
tary, announced yesterday 

Mr Cook said his detiaon “re- 
flected the principled and brave 
stand” taken by the 14 after 
affargaret Thatcher banned 
union rights at GCHQ in Chel- 
tenham in 1984 when she was 
prime minister: 

The announcement marks 
an end to a campaign that has 
become a cause ceUhre in the 
Government’s relations with 
trade unions. 

The Foreign Secretary said 
the issue had been one of his pri- 
orities since he took office in 
I&y 1997 because the policy by 
the Thatcher government had 
been “wrong” and the 14 should 
not be “suffering” in their re- 
tirement because they had 
•‘studs to their principles”. 

“The essential point for me 
and for the trade unions was 
■ 73 ether we could distinguish 
between the 14 who were dis- 
missed and others who left 
GCHQ. Wie are both now satis- 
fied that a distinction can be 
made on behalf of those who 
took their principled stand,” he 
added. 

Hie amount of their com- 
pensation will depend on how 
Jong each of the 14 was serving 
at GCHQ and what grade they 



Cook: Decision reflected 
the ‘principled stand* 


held. According to sources, three 
of the 14 were reinstated in gov- 
ernment service, seven were 
past retirement age and the 
p ension benefits of one had been 
brought forward on health 
grounds. 

But they have accepted the 
terms of Mi* Cook's decision and 
are said to be “delighted” that 
finally an end had been put to 
a “dear wrong" by the gov- 
ernment of the time. 

The ban was imposed at the 
height of Mrs Thatcher’s battle 
against the trade unions during 
the mid 1980s. She claimed 
that civil servants’ membership 
of the trade unions posed a 
“conflict of interest” with loyalty 
to the state, and that industri- 
al action during the 1981 civil 
service pay strike had com- 
promised the country’s security 

Seven thousand staff were 
subsequently offered £1,000 
each in compensation and the 
14 were eventually sacked for 
refusing to leave their union. 

John Monks, the TUC gen- 
eral secretary, led trade union 


tributes, saying; “This finally 
doses a sorry chapterm British 
history. Robin Cook deserves 
great credit for righting this 
wrong." 

John Sheldon, the general 
secretary tf foe Council of Civil 
Service Unions, said: “Com- 
pensating those trade unionists 
dismissed from GCHQ for the 
loss of tfaefr passim rights is the 
Goal step necessary to remedy 
the wrosqgdone in January 1984. 
The announcement ensures 
that those brave trade unionists 
who stood out against the ac- 
tions of the previous govern- 
ment even to the point of 
dismissal will not now suffer 
in their retirement as a con- 
sequence.” 

Mr Cook said his decision fol- 
lowed talks with the Council of 
Civil Service Unions and the 
TUC, which had readied 
“agreement in principle”. 

“This decision reflects the 
principled stand which the 14 
trade unionists took, to the 
point of dismissal, against the 
attempt to take away their basic 
trades union rights," he said in 
a parliamentary written reply. 

“The additional pensions 
benefits will be provided 

thr migh a sp ecial <yhgnrn> imrier 

the Superannuation Act 1972, 
which wiD be laid before Par- 
liament once the details have 
been finalised.” 

Mr Cook added in a separate 
statement that the 14 “took a 
brave stand in the 1980s against 
a policy that was wrong 

“This agreement means that 
they J1 no suffer in their re- 
tirement for sticking to their 
principles." he added. 



Minister 

calls 

trains 

summit 


tramspobt 


by Sarah Schaefer 

Political Reporter 


RAIL PASSENGERS who have 


Sir David Gore-Booth, former ambassador to Saadi Arabia, outride his London home yesterday Andrew Stuart 


Diplomat ‘behaved like Waugh’ 


A SENIOR diplomat behaved 
like someone “out of Evelyn 
Waugh" when be responded to 
a Briton's complaint by firing off 
an angry letter to the man's 
boss, a Commons select com- 
mittee was told yesterday. 

Sir David Gore-Booth, the 
former ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, was heavify criticised in 
an ombu dsman' s report after 
Paul Surtees, a British Aero- 


DIPLOMACY 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 
Westminster Correspondent 


space employee in the country 
lost his job. The diplomat, who 
left the service recently, found 
himself under attack from the 
House of Commons Public 
Administration Committee, 
where MPs criticised a letter he 
wrote in 1994 to BAe’s chief ex- 


ecutive after Mr Surtees com- 
plained about the consular ser- 
vice. In it, Sir David referred to 
Mr Surtees as “one of yours”. 

Rhodri Morgan, the Labour 
chairman of the committee, told 
Sir David: “That comes straight 
out of Evelyn Waugh and I fori 
it extremely disturbing" 

Sir David replied: “I have 
made it the business of my 
career not to act like Evelyn 


Waugh." Sir David said Mr Sur- 
tees was working on the £20hn 
al-Yamamah arms contract on 
behalf of the Government, so he 
had a right to pass comment 
Sr John Ken; the head of the 
diplomatic service, said that the 
incident was “disgraceful.” 
Ambassadors had been issued 
with guidelines, tefting them to 
ltw>p any mmplainte confiden- 
tial. he added. 


standards of service will be 
able to complain personally to 
leaders of the rail industry at a 
summit next month, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

John Prescott, Deputy 
Prime Minister said the Rail 
Summit on 25 February would 
kick-start a long-term effort to 
improve standards across the 
railway network 

Amid continuing problems 
with the performance of train 
companies and Rail track, Mr 
Prescott will seek to thrash out 
plans for immediate action at 
the meeting. 

The move follows last No- 
vember’s meeting between Mr 
Prescott and the train compa- 
nies, when they pledged to re- 
cruit 800 new drivers and 
introduce 500 new trains. 

A spokesman far the De- 
partment of the Environment, 
'fransport and the Regions said 
the meeting was bring billed as 
a transport version of the 
“water summit” held with 
water firms last May on action 
to prevent leaks. 

Mr Prescott’s announce- 
ment came at question time as 
MPs attacked the quality of 
rail services, singling out 
Richard Branson’s Virgin West 
Coast main line trains for spe- 
cial criticism. 

David Wmnick, Labour MP 
for Whlsall North, said Mr Bran- 
son should “stop ballooning" 
and deal with the day to day 
misery of thousands of rail 
passengers. 

Mr Prescott said it was “gen- 
erally agreed” there had not 
been an improvement in the 
quality of the railway system 
since privatisation. 


If you’re 

wondering whether 
to buy an ordinary 
electric toothbrush 
or an Interplak 
multiAction... 


...talk to your 
dentist. 


(and in January you can also 

save up to £15 at Boots, 
Argos, Index and most 
i other leading retailers) 



Satisfaction guaranteed. Interplak has unique 
multiAction individually oscillating tufts, which remove 
plaque so well that if your dentist doesn’t see healthier 
teeth and gums - we’IJ give your money back. 

(see pack for details) 


The house 



Fraud tally 

BENEFIT FRAUD is so 
prevalent that Sir John 
Bourn, the comptroller 
and auditor general, 
qualified the National 
Insurance fund’s accounts 
for the 12th year running 
Sir John said fraud in the 
payment of Jobseekers' 
allowance amounted to 
£46.9m in 1997-98 and that 
misuse of giros and order 
books could add up to a 
further £64m. 


Crony claims 


THE GOVERNMENT ran 
into Harms of “cronyism” 
as it announced the 
membership of its panel 
on the future of BBC 
funding. The Funding 
Review Panel will be 
chaired by one of Gordon 
Brown’s closest economic 
advisers, Gavyn Davies, 
chief international 
economist at Gol dman 
Sachs. 


Business today 

Commons: Debates on 
pay for nurses; future of 
the Pbst Office. Cabinet 
Office questions. Prime 
Minister’s questions. 
Debate on Government 
information and Britain’s 
role in Europe. . 

Lords: Debates on 
prevention of HIV/Aids in 
sub-Saharan Africa; 
increased time for leisure 
activities; disciplinary 
procedures for hospital 
doctors. 


Labour hit by ‘jobs 
for the boys’ outcry 


MINISTERS FACED renewed 
claims of Labour sleaze in town 
balls yesterday after allega- 
tions of a “jobs for the boys” 
scandal at a Midlands council. 

Gillian Shephard, shadow 
Environment Secretary, called 
on John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Ministei; to investigate 
after a senior Labour council- 
lor in Walsall claimed that he 
had been asked by Unison offi- 
cials to find jobs for Labour 
party members threatened 
with redundancy 

Graham Walker; who has 
since quit the party, said union 
officials marie dear there was 
a long-standing agreement that 
Labour supporters’ jobs would 
be saved in budget cuts. 

“They were saying co-oper- 
ate in finding jobs for these - 
people or all hell will break 
loose,” he said. 

TWo Unison officials were 
allegedly caught on tape asking 
the councillor to spare five staff 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


feeing redundancy because 
they had campaigned for 
Labour at the general election. 

Mrs Shephard said the con- 
troversy proved the folly of the 
Government’s decision to scrap 
compulsory competitive ten- 
dering (CCT), which had ended 
union monopolies over service 
delivery. “One of tiie reasons we 
introduced CCT was because 
unions had a lock over council 
workforces and there was too 
much hand-in-glove working." 

Bernard Jenkin, TbiyMP for 
Essex North, raised the Walsall 
damns in the Commons yes- 
terday during the second read- 
ing debate on the Local 
Government BEL It replaces the 
CCT regime with a system of 
“best value", which removes 
the need to tender to the private 
sector but requires town halls 


to meet high standards of ser- 
vice on everything from dustbin 
collection to meals on wheels. 

Councils will have to meet 
performance targets and sub- 
ject plans to scrutiny by the 
local electorate. They will be in- 
spected by the Audit Commis- 
sion to ensure they are 
providing vahie for money com- 
pared with similar authorities. 

Hilary Armstrong, the Local 
Government minister, said the 
Bill would ensure competition 
between the public and pri- 
vate sector Councils would be 
obliged to strive for continuous 
improvement in services, a con- 
trast to the Tory regime, which 

led to “ minim um q uali fy 
m i nim um cost by minimalist 
providers”, she said. 

Mr Jenkin, a Tbry environ- 
ment spokesman, said: “This 
Bill is an invitation to croqyfem 
of the worst kind that we see 
endemic in so many Labour 
councils." 


Questions 

and 


Answers 


New peer gets 
Pinochet role 


THE CHAIRMAN of the 
BSE inquiry. Sir Nicholas 
Phillips, took his seat as a 
new law lord. Lord 
Phillips of Worth 
Matravers will be one of 
the seven peers who will 
hear the fresh appeal by 
former Chilean dictator 
August© Pinochet against 
moves to extradite him to 
Spain. He becomes a law 
lord on the retirement of 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick. 


Smoking survey 

peers will be surveyed 
whether there should be a 
smoking ban in the public 
rooms and corridors of the 
Lords. liberal Democrat 
Lord Avebury sa id 
because of the dangers of 
passive smo king a ban 
would be “ideal and show 
an example”. 


Register of nannies to be voluntary 


THE GOVERNMENT rejected 
calls for a national register of 
nannies yesterday saying such 
a move would be a “bureau- 
cratic nightmare”. 

The decision was attacked by 
childcare experts who say the 
Government’s alternative - a 
voluntary register of nanny 
agencies - will not ensure 
young children are protected. 

Under the scheme, agen- 
cies that introduced extra 
checks on potential employ- 
ees would be given a govern- 
ment “rite mait” of approval 


CHILDCARE POLICY 

By Louise Jury 


Margaret Hodge, the Edu- 
cation and Employment min- 
ister; said: “If you have a 
massive national register it 
becomes a bureaucratic right- 
mare. It’s very difficult to keep 
accurate and up to date and 
police." 

Announcing the plan, in- 
cluding new guidance for local 
authorities and parents, Mrs 
Hodge said the safety of chil- 
dren was “paramount”. A call 


for new regulations follows 
cases where children have 
been harmed by professional 
carers. Other measures in- 
clude the establishment of a 
Criminal Records Bureau to 
make police checks easier. 

Louise Davis, principal of the 
Norland College in Berkshire, 
which trains nannies, dis- 
missed arguments that a com- 
pulsory register would be 
cumbersome. She said: “it 
would be no bigger than the 
register of general nurses.” 
There also needed to be na- 


sSda reCOgaised ^8 
Cheryl Wfoton, founder of 
Lte a tabbying group on 
^^“f^saidmSing 
the regulatory system Whnu 
would still leave lei 
scrupulous agencies free to 
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Milky Way planet 
may support life 


The newly discovered planet is about the right distance from its star in tbe Milky Way for the possibility of life Science Photo Library 


AN INTERNATIONAL team of 
scientists has discovered an 
Earth-sized planet in the mid- 
dle of the MUkjr Way that may 
support life, according to one 
of tbe researchers. 

It is the most promising 
nanriiriate of 17 “extrasolar” 
planets discovered by various 
techniques over the past few 
years. Most of those are gas gi- 
ants like Jupiter; or else too re- 
mote from a star to have any 
chance of supporting Efe. The 
new planet appears to be both 
the right size and distance to 
give life a chance. 

Ian Bond, of Auckland Uni- 
versity said the new planet, 
which lies about 30,000 light 
years away would probably 
be a little bit heavier than the 
Earth. It has a probable mass 
range between that of the 
Earth that of the planet 
Neptune [which has 17 times 
the Earth’s mass]”. 

No pictures exist of the dis- 
tant planet, which was detect- 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 

ed last July fay the team at 
Mount John Observatory on 
New Zealand's South Island 
with Japanese, American and 
Australian astronomers. 

Crucially, the new planet is 
about the right distance from 
its star to sustain life, if it con- 
tains tbe correct mixture of el- 
ements. The distance from 
the Earth to the Sun (93 mil- 
lion miles) is defined as one 
“astronomical unit” or AU: 
Mr Bond said the so-far un- 
named planet “will be some- 
thing like between one to four 
astronomical units, which 
{daces it in a promismgregion”. 

The planet was discovered 
using a relatively new tech- 
nique called gravitational mi- 
crolensing, which employs 
supersensitive equipment to 
detect a dark object’s move- 
ment in front of a Ear more dis- 
tant star. “This is the first 


discovery using the mi- 
crolensing technique. If s the 

only technique that is sensitive 

to Earth-size planets,” Mr 
Bond said. • 

The microlensing method’s 
power is not sufficient, how- 
ever; to help scientists to tell 
whether there is any water or 
other elem ents thought of as 
essential to life, for example. 

Most of the extrasolar 
planets discovered so far 
have been detected because 
they are so massive that they 
induce a “wobble” in the mo- 
tion of their parent star as they 

orbit around it 

However, such planets are 
unlikely candidates to sup- 
port life because of their enor- 
mous surface gravities, wildly 
varying temperatures and the 
preponderance of 

elemental gases in their at- 
mospheres. Gravitational mi- 
crolensing, fay comparison, 
can detect much smaller plan- 
ets at greater distances. 


Habitual 
burglars 
get three 


THOUSANDS MORE people are 
expected to be jailed in the 
next few years after the 
announcement yesterday of 
aiitfunwil v 1 tbr ee^ ear mtnwti^nn 
prison sentences on third-time 
burglars. 

Prison officials and penal 
reformers were taken fay sur- 
prise by the timing of the ini- 
tiative, which appears to have 
been rushed through to provide 
the Government with some 
much needed “positive news”. 

The measure, which Was 
originally introduced fay 
Michael Howard, the former 
Tbryhome secretary will come 
into force in December From 
that date an offender who car- 
ries out three domestic bur- 
glaries will automatically be 
seat to jail for three years, al- 
though in exceptional circum- 
stances the courts can give 
longer or shorter prison terms. 

The National Association of 
Probation Officers calculates 
that about 5,000 offenders are 
under their supervision for 
three or more convictions for 
burglary. They estimate that 
about 8,000 people will have 
committed three house break- 
ins by 2004. The Home Office 
put the figure at 4,000 in the 
next.10 years - a figure widely 
ridiculed by penal groups. 

The repeat burglars, who 
will serve 16 months of their 
three-year sentences, wOI fin 
the estimated 4,000 prison 
places freed by the extension of 
electronic tagging 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, made the announce- 


BT JASON BENNEITO 
Crime Correspondent 

ment alongside details of a 
£50m investment in burglary 
prevention schemes. 

It emerged that the Prison 
Service knew about the decision 
only a few days ago. A series of 
emergency meetings was held 
at the Home Office on Monday. 

Mr Straw denied he was re- 
turning to. the Tory policy of 
“Prison Works”, saying he had 
created a “sensible and bal- 
anced” programme combining 
prevention and punishment 

“This is the only effective 
way to reduce crime. Our ap- 
proach to burglary makes it 
dear that we win both punish 
persistent burglars and act to 
prevent burglary in tire first 
place,” he raid. Minimum jail 
terms would even out incon- 
sistencies in sentencing across 
the country he added 

Tbe move immediately drew 
criti cism from the opposition, 
with the Conservatives saying 
tbe Government was simply ac- 
cepting Tory measures. 

The Liberal Democrats 
warned that the fight against 
crime would be hampered by a 
drop in police numbers. 

The three-year mandatory 
sentence was described as “a 
bo mbshell” by the Prison Re- 
form Trust Stephen Shaw, 
directoi; said mandatory penal- 
ties were “wra^m principle and 
likely to be disastrous in prac- 
tice". He added: “The impact on 
the prison population is likely to 
be much greater than the 4^)00.” 


Doctors defyir 
ban on Viagra’ 


DOCTORS ARE defying the 

Government and -prescribing 

the impotence drug Viagra on 
tbe NHS, the British Medical 
Association said yesterday. 

A spokesman said it was 
aware some. GPs were break- 
ing a ban imposed by Frank 

Dobson, the Secretary of State 

for Health, last September 
amid fears that NHS prescrip- 
tions could cost the service 
millions of pounds. 

"And the GPs could be given 
official support from the BMA 
committee representing them, 
which meets on 21 January. It 
has threatened to issue its own 
advice if the Government does 


BY LOUISE JURY 

not clarify the position. Before 
Christinas, the BMA demand- 
ed “dear advice” on prescrib- 
ing polky Mr Dobson told the 
BMA the guidance still stood 
and that it provided “a sensible 
approach". 

A BMA spokesman said the 
Government was telling doctors 
not to prescribe Viagra on the 
NHS, but GPs would be in 
fareadiof toms of service if they 
didnot prescribe it to someone 
who cfinicalfy needed it -• 

A Department of Health 
spokesman said “substantive” 
advice would be provided sooa- 
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Tainted Cresson fights for survival 



Edith Cresson, who is facing a rising tide of demands for her resignation from the European Commission AFP 


THE POLITICAL crisis over 
fraud in the European Com- 
mission deepened yesterday 
with a scathing attack on 
Jacques San ter by the Prime 
Minister of Sweden and more 
calls for the sacking of two 
memb ers of his team. 

In a measure of the dismay 
felt by Scandinavian govern- 
ments, even after Mr Santo; 
the Commission's President 
promised a frill clean-up on 
Monday, Goran Persson, (he 
Swedish premier; wrote to him 
yesterday, suggesting he was 
trying to stifle the fraud debate. 

“This issue poses enormous 
dangers for the Union and for 
the public's faith in the Union,'* 
Mr Persson wrote, “if we do not 
speak out against unaccept- 
able tendencies, if we try to sup- 
press discussion, then we do 
not act as responsible politi- 
cians. This is something t for 
one, cannot be a part of.” 

He was replying to a letter 
from Mr Santer in which the 
Commission chief reprimand- 
ed him for "hurting the Union" 
by discussing the suspension of 
a Commission whistleblower on 
Swedish television. The letter 


B? Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 


to Mr Santer was intended to be 
confidential but, in keeping 
with the Swedish tradition of 
transparency was immediately 
made public in Sto ckholm 

The resignations of com- 
missioners Edith Cresson of 
France and Manuel Marin of 
Spain are being demanded by 
a majority of members of the 
European Parliament as their 
price for not sacking the entire 
Co mmissio n for financial mis- 
management and fraud. The 
pressure for retribution is 
expected to grow today, as the 
Commission feces new alleg- 
ations concerning the wife of 
the Portuguese commissioner 
Joao de Deus Pinheiro, who is 
alleged to have been given a job 
with the Commission. 

A motion of censure against 
the Commission, which if 
passed would force its 20 mem- 
bers to resign en masse. wiD be 
voted on in Strasbourg tomor- 
row but will now be 
accompanied by a separate 
resolution specifically naming 
Mrs Cresson, the former 


French prime minister and 
current commissioner for edu- 
cation, and Mr Maria a vice- 


cauun, anu w *»***» —» - . 
president of the Commission. 
The stakes were raised last 
... « fcTEPs. 


night when Socialist MEPs, 
the second largest group in 
Strasbourg, tabled another res- 
olution demanding that Mr 
Santer himself resign , if indi- 
vidual members are “deemed 
culpable of financial or admin- 
istrative mismanagement". 
The Socialists oppose what 
they call “cherry picking” indi- 
vidual commissioners but their 
tactic could backfire if Mr San- 
ter ends up on triaL 

Mr Maria accused of turn- 
ing a blind eye to serial mis- 
management in the human- 
itarian aid division up to 1995. 
was contrite on Monday when 
he told MEPs he was “hurting" 
from the charges. But Mrs 
Cresson, who is being held 
responsible for die maladmin- 
istration of EU-fimded educa- 
tion and training schemes, 
angered MEPs by appearing 
arrogant and defens ive- 
Conservative and Christian 
Democrat MEPs grouped in the 
European Peoples Party CEPF) 
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WANT TO BUY AN ALFA 146? 
NOW YOU'VE GOT NO EXCUSES. 



The more you think about the Alfa 146, 
the more reasons you think of to buy one. 

Take the 1.6 Junior for example, with 120 
bhp, Twin Spark 16V engine, 15" alloy wheels, 
rear spoiler, power steering, alarm and 
immobiliser, remote central locking, 6 speaker 
radio cassette, electric front windows and door 
mirrors, leather steering wheel and gear knob. 

It's a car whose looks and performance 


1 4% YEARS' 
C DEALER 


WARRANTY 


YEARS' 

FREE 

SERVICING 


YEAR'S 

FREE 

INSURANCE 


£ 15 , 126 * 


AVAILABLE ONLY UNTIL 


MARCH 3TST 7999 


are only matched by its safety features which 
include ABS, ail round disc brakes, driver's 
airbag, side impact bars and fire protection 
system. All this for just £15,126* leaves you 
searching for that excuse not to take advantage 
of our 321 offer. 

Well, you'll be hard pushed to find it, so 
why not test drive the Alfa 146. To find your 
local dealer simply call 0800 718000. 
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Germany aims 
to end British 
veto on taxes 


TONY BLAIR'S European strat- 
egy was placed under further 
pressure yesterday as Joshka 
Fischer, the German Foreign 
Minister; outlined his govern- 
ment’s ambition to end 
Britain’s right to veto tax 
harmonisation. 

Mr Fischer told the Euro- 
pean Parliament the aim of the 
German government was to 
limit the principle of unani- 
mous voting to fundamental 
constitutional decisions. 

European integration had 
to be pursued, he said, to em- 
brace such areas as taxation, 
particularly since the launch of 
the single currency. “Econom- 
ic and monetary integration is 
largely completed with the in- 
troduction of the euro. Only a 
few areas are lacking, such 
as closer harmonisation of 
tax policies as advocated by 
Germany" 

Germany took over the pres- 
idency of the European Union 
from Austria on 1 January and 
has set a deadline at the end of 
March for agreement on a 
sweeping package of budgetary 


By Katherine Butler 


and policy reforms aimed at 
preparing the bloc for expan- 
sion eastward. 

But Mr Fischer said the fail- 
ure to str eamlin e the EU's de- 
cision taking mechanisms 
ahead of enlargement would 
drive the bloc into paralysis and 
collapse. He said the conclusion 
of the Agenda 2000 spending 
negotiations in March must be 
followed by agreement at a 
summit in Cologne in June on 
the timing of a new constitu- 
tional conference to rewrite 
the EU’s voting rules. 

“The key question here is the 
Union's readiness to accept 
majority decisions in as many 
areas as possible," Mr Fischer 
told MEPs. “The new federal 
government advocates limit- 
ing the need for unanimity in 
the longer term to questions of 
fundamental importance such 
as treaty amendments.” 

Europe now needs its own 
constitution, he said, if it is to 
achieve the "ultimate goal" of 
political union. 


‘Penthouse’ shock 
for Frau Schroder 


PAYING HOMAGE to Ger- 
many’s first lady has become 
a tradition at Penthouse mag- 
azine. The last time it did so. 
two years ago. the cartoon 
honouring Hannelore Kohl 
provoked the wrath of her hus- 
band and landed the publisher 
of the German edition in court 
Now it is in hot water again 
for its depiction of Doris 
Schrdder-Kopf, the young 
woman by the new Chancellor's 
side. Mrs Schroder tried to slap 
an irgiinction on the cartoon, but 
the writ has been dismissed 
ft must be said that Mrs 
Kohl's picture two years ago 
probably caused more offence. 
It portrayed her as the emblem 
on the Chancellor's official lim- 
ousine, with Mr Kohl greedily 
looking on. A pair ofbfue leather 
gloves, a string of pearls and a 
tassel in the German tricolour 
was all she wore. Her ample 
beauty was for all to behold 


by Imre karacs 
in Bonn 


In last month's Penthouse, 
Mrs Schrdder is rather more 
demure, a sash strung across 
her larger-than-life bosoms, 
protecting her modesty. This 
time, the subject had no 
objection to the artist's 
improvement of her figure. She 
was appalled merely by her 
“distorted" face and exagger- 
ated toothy smile. 

Peter Herzberg, the Ger- 
man editor of Penthouse, pro- 
nounced himself perplexed by 
her reaction. The picture, he 
said was an example of the 
noble art of caricature, drawing 
on artistic licence accumulat- 
ed over centuries. Case dis- 
missed and the magazine is 
now allowed to republish the 
cartoon which, thanks to the 
controversy, is in any case 
reaching a broader audience. 
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Which with over 200 members 
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most criticised commissioners 
forced out. But tiiere ^e 
some signs 

commission’s united front may 

^ Mr Santer and the Dutch 
commissioner Haw .van «j“ 
Broek appealed to the EPP 
members last night not to crit- 
icise individuals. Officials be- 
lieve the French government 
may come under pressure from 
Bonn today to urge Mrs Cres- 
son to stand down. This wui en- 
sure German plans to push 
through sweeping budgetary 
reforms by March are not 
jeopardised 

EU diplomats yesterday said 
the Commission had been 
exposed by the Union's parlia- 
ment as “living in a time warp . 

“It is no longer enough to say 
you are innocent, you have to 
demonstrate it and you have to 
offer a credible response to 
allegations, or else you resign," 
a senior EU official said 
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Freetown 
in flames 
as rebels 
retreat 


by Jeff koinange 
in Freetown, 

Alex Duval Smith 
and Fran Abrams 


REBEL FORCES fleeing Free- 
town burnt buildings yesterday 
as Nigerian-led intervention 
troops retook control of the 
Sierra Leone capital after a 
week of fighting. 

Humanitarian organisations 
warned of a looming disasteras 
food runs out and diplomatic ef- 
forts progress only slowly. Ex- 
perts said neighbouring 
Guinea, which has been inun- 
dated by refugees from Sierra 
Leone, is itself on the verge of 
collapse from the effects of re- 
gional instability. 

One small sign of hope was 
the decision by Ecomog, the 
Nigerian-led intervention force, 
to fly the detained rebel leader, 
Fbday Sankoh, to Guinea for 
talks with mediators. 

Sierra Leone's ambassador 
to Guinea said Mr Sankoh - a 
prisoner in Nigeria and Sierra 
Leone for the past two years - 
went straight into talks with 
West African foreign ministers, 
the United Nations and the 
Sierra Leone government “He 
is here in Conakry and is in ne- 
gotiations," the ambassador 



Ali Kamara, said by telephone. 
He added, however, that Mr 
Sankoh was “not a free man". 

Mr Sankoh's transfer abroad 
was a key demand of the Sier- 
ra Leone rebels - fighting 
under the banner of the Revo- 
lutionary United Front (RUF> 
- before they would consider a 
ceasefire or political talks. He 
was sentenced to death for 
treason last October. 

The RUF seized eastern and 
central districts of Freetown on 
6 January. Ecomog said on 
Monday its troops had recap- 
tured many areas but reliable 
independent news from the 



Nigerian troops arriving by helicopter in Freetown to reinforce the Ecomog force trying to drive rebels out tbe Sierra Leone capital AFP 


battle zone was scarce. Wit- 
nesses in Freetown said yes- 
terday that bodies “littered the 
streets" of the capital and 
rebels burnt houses and cars as 
they retreated before Ecomog 
troops. Thousands of people 
were reportedly trapped in 
their houses without water, 
food or electricity. 

A Sierra Leone hotel worfc- 
er provided the first eyewitness 
account from tbe rebel-held 
east of the city after managing 
to escape the area. “The rebels 
are burning and destroying 
everything in sight as they re- 
treat - cars, buildings, every- 


thing," said Josephine Gar- 
nem, 25. “We saw lots of bodies 
in the streets - civilian and 
military. It was bad, very bad. 
For several days nothing to eat 
or drink ... It’s getting desper- 
ate. people need to go out and 
get food." 

In Geneva, the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
and the United Nations refugee 
agency UNHCR said they 
feared for the civilians trapped 
by tbe fighting. A spokesman 
warned* “A humanitarian dis- 
aster is looming in the capital 
unless some bind of ceasefire 

is arranged and humanitarian 


supplies can be brought in." 

Freetown's population is be- 
lieved to have ballooned to 
about a million because of mi- 
gration from the countryside 
since civil war began in the 
small West African country in 
1991. When fighting flared in the 
capital last week the govern- 
ment ordered people to stay in 
their homes or be shot as rebels. 

The RUF’s legal represen- 
tative, Omrie Golley, speaking 
from the Ivory Coast capital 
Abidjan, bad said before news 
of Mr Sankoh's transfer to 
Guinea that the rebels wanted 
their chief handed over to the 


West African mediators. "We 
want him to be placed in the 
ministers’ moral custody and 
transferred to a mutually 
agreed location so talks can 
begin.'' 

President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, Sierra Leone's demo- 
cratically elected leader, said 
last week that Mr Sankoh bad 
agreed, from his prison, to an 
immediate ceasefire. But RUF 
commanders refused to be- 
lieve him. Mr Golley said there 
was no evidence that the call - 
if made at all - was freely en- 
tered into. 

A Royal Navy frigate, HM5 


Norfolk, dispatched to Sierra 
Leone as a “precautionary 
measure" last week was due i o 
dock in Senegal yesterday for 
re-fuelling and then head to the 
former British colony. 

In London, the Foreign Office 
announced that the arms em- 
bargo which led to a furore last 
year over shipments to Sierra 
Leone by the British company. 
Sandline International, had 
been lifted. It said a new em- 
bargo passed by the United Na- 
tions and ratified by Britain 
allowed fuel and weapons to be 
shipped to the elected govern- 
ment of President Kabbah. 


KABBAH’S 

BATTLES 

IS March 1996: 

Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
elected president in the 
country's first free 
elections, after five years 
of civil war. 

May 1997: Kabbah 
overthrown by che army, 
flees to Guinea. Junta 
suspends constitution, 
bans political parties. 
June 1997: Nigerian 
ship bombs the capital. 
Freetown. Junta calls for 
truce. Ecomog. the 
Nigerian-led intervention 
force, deploys troops. 
October 1997: 
Economic Community of 
West African States 
(Ecowas) imposes 
sanctions. UN imposes 
oil and arms embargo. 

January 1998: Fighting 
resumes between junta 
and Ecomog. aided by 
British mercenary firm 
Sandline International. 
February 1998: 

Ecomog forces arrive in 
Freetown. Scandal in UK 
over Sandline's role. 

22 April 1 998: 

Kabbah's civilian regime 
restored. 

4 January 1999: 

Rebels attack Freetown. 

5 January 1999: UK 
sends E I m aid to anti- 
rebel forces. Nigerian 
planes stop rebels 
entering Freetown. 

6 January 1 999: 

Rebels fight their way to 
within a mile of the 
centre of Freetown. 

7 January 1999 
Ecomog troops advance 
on rebels in Freetown. 

10 January 1999 Two 
Associated Press journal- 
ists killed in Freetown. 

11 January 1999 
Ecowas claims rebels 
ousted from Freetown. 


American planes free to attack Iraqi radar sites 


THE UNITED STATES has 
widened the rules of engage- 
ment for aircraft flying over 
Iraq, allowing them to fire on 
Iraqi air defence sites before 
they are targeted by them. 

The decision represents 
another escalation in the con- 
flict, with signs growing that a 
fresh outbreak of violence is 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


likely. Iraq continues to criticise 
its neighbours for the backing 
itsays they have given to Wash- 
ington and London, while 
American officials hint broad- 
ly that they believe the regime 
is on its last legs. 


The US Defense Depart- 
mentsaid yesterday that planes 
would be allowed to fire at 
radar sites even if they were not 
locking on to allied aircraft To 
demonstrate the new tactics, a 
US aircraft fired a missile at an 
Iraqi radar site in the no-fly 
zone over northern Iraq yes- 
terday the fifth such episode in 


the past few weeks. The Pen- 
tagon said that unlike previous 
such attacks, this was on an 
early-warning radar site, part 
of Iraq’s integrated air de- 
fences. In the other cases, the 
US and Britain have said that 
their aircraft were targeted by 
surface-to-air missiles, and 
fired back. 


“The radar was seen as pos- 
ing a threat to coalition forces 
in the area," said a Pentagon 
spokesman. Previously, early- 
warning radars were not at- 
tacked, though American and 
British pilots were allowed to 
fire at them if they felt they 
posed a threat 

The war of words between 


Iraq and its neighbours spread 
yesterday as the Iraqi 
parliament accused Kuwait of 
hacking insurgents against the 
regime. 

“The Iraqi National Assem- 
bly stressed that the govern- 
ments of Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia are influential partners 
to the United States and Britain 


through presenting facilities 
for aggression on Iraq," said the 
official Iraqi News Agency. 

In particular, Kuwait was 
accused of “financing and sup- 
porting acts of killing and 
terrorism against the Iraqi 
people and its institutions 
through receiving agents and 
betrayers and publishing leaflets 


that incite conspiracies an Iraq." 

The US Defense Secretary 
William Cohen, said that 
Saddam “is lashing out verbally 
rhetorically, against the Saud- 
is, against the Egyptians, 
ag ains t the Kuwaitis". He said 
this “would seem to indicate 
that he is certainly more 
agitated and frantic". 


Britons ‘forced to sign 
confessions’ in Yemen 



BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 
and Eric Watkins 


ALL FIVE Britons being held in 
Yemen over allegations of a 
bomb plot have been forced to 
sign confessions, their families 
said yesterday. 

A spokesman for tbe fami- 
lies, Rashad Yaqoob, told a 
press conference he had re- 
ceived the information from 
an unidentified source in 
“Yemen. 

The Foreign Office was last 
night unable to confirm tbe re- 
ports, as tbe British consul in 
Yfemen has been allowed only a 
brief visit to four of the men. 
The fifth is a dual citizen and 
considered a Yemeni national 
by the authorities. 

The lawyer representing the 
men in Yemen has not been 
able to meet his clients despite 

having a written order allowing 
him to do so. 

The developments come 
amid mounting speculation 

that the three Yemeni gunmen 
arrested for the kidnap of 16 
Western tourists last month are 
due to stand trial within the 
next 48 hours. 


Nasser Harhra, 26, Samad 
Ahmed, 21, all from Birming- 
ham, Ghulam Hussein, 25, from 
Luton, and Mohsin Gbalain. 
18, from London -.were linked 
to a bomb plot. But be did con- 
firm that Mr Gbalain was the 
stepson of Abu Hamza, an 
imam based in London who 
openly promotes the overthrow 
of the Yemeni state. 

The fury of the families con- 
trasted sharply with the expe- 
rience of Katherine Brooke, 
wife of John Brooke, kidnapped 
by Yemeni tribesmen last week 

“l am overwhelmed by all 
tbe encouraging messages I 
have received from the public 
and for the tremendous help of 
the Fbreign Office and the sup- 
port of the local polioe," she said 
yesterday. 

Mr Brooke has told his com- 
pany by telephone that he is 
being wefl treated by the tribes- 
men. 

The families of the five 
Britons in custody said the For- 
eign Secretary Rdbtn Cook, had 
failed to contact them since 
their relatives’ arrest before 
Christmas. 

Questions about possible 



Mr Yaqoob denied the five links with Sheikh Hamza and 
Britons -Shahid Butt, 33, Malik his group, the Supporters of 



IN BRIEF 

Cape Town buries Blair protester 

THOUSANDS OF mourners marched through Cape Town’s 
townships yesterday to bury a man who died after being 
hit in the head by a plastic bullet during protests last Fri- 
day against Tbny Blair’s visit Yussuf Jacobs, 22, was hit 
during a demonstration over the air strikes on Iraq. 

Gang on trial over 17 poisonings 

FIFTEEN MEMBERS of a gang went on trial yesterday in 
Sain t Petersburg over the murders of 17 elderly people 
who were tricked into banding over their fiats and then 
poisoned. The Tikhonov gang are believed to have preyed 
on poorer pensioners who often sell or swap their flats. 

Germans can buy ‘dean* car fuel 

THE FIRST filling station to sell Squid hydrogen as car fad 

opened in Germany yesterday. Deutsche Shell, which 
launched the fuel in Hamburg said it was three times as 
potent as petrol and water was its only waste product En- 
vironmentalists doubt that it has many green benefits. 





Rashad Yaqoob: “Five not 
linked to a bomb plot’ 


Shariah, brought angry shouts 
from the floor, but Monica 
Davis, *wife of Ghulam Hus- 
sein, said she had very little 
knowledge rtf the cleric. 

“I don't know much about 
him or his group, but I have 
done my own research and if 
there were any links with him 
and terrorism he would have 
been sbut down by the CIA or 
MK," sbe said. 

The families warned there 
would be blood on the streets 
if any of the men were executed 
by the Yemenis. 

The Yemeni lawyer acting for 


the men, Badr Basunaid, said 
yesterday tbe police were still 
refusing him access to his 
clients, despite obtaining writ- 
ten permission from the Chief 
Prosecutor of Aden 

“I have no access, it is im- 
possible for me to do my job 
properly" be said. “There is no 
reason why X should not have 
access, but it means that tilings 

are now going very slowly.” 

Yesterday Foreign Office 
sources said they were inves- 
tigating reports that the trial 
might start within 48 hours of 
three men arTestedby securi- 
ty forces after a shoot-out with 
kidnappers- The hostage-taking 
led to the murder of three 
British tourists. 

While there are other reports 
that the trial will not begin 
until the end of Ramadan - 
likely to be 18 or 19 January - 
the British ambassador in 
Yfemem Vic Henderson, dis- 
patched his vice-consul from 
the capital, Sanaa, to Aden yes- 
terday to investigate the claims. 

Mr Basunaid expressed con- 
cern over the possfoility of such 
a trial saying that those de- 
fendants might have been 
forced to make claims against 
his own clients. 


Second Disney 


park for 

DISNEYLAND Paris is ex- 
pected soon to build a second 
theme park - similar to Uni- 
versal Studios' parkin Florida. 
Plans for a £450m movie 
theme park have been tabled 
by Euro Disney and a 
favourable decision is expect- 
ed shortly by local councils 
east of Paris. 

The new park, part of the 
original plans for the site, 
should be open for tbe lOth an- 
niversary of Disneyland Paris 
on 12 April 2002. 

The second phase of the de- 


Paris 

BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 


velopment - Val d 'Europe, a 
new town with 1,600 homes, a 
shopp ing centre, light industry 
and 30,000 square metres of of- 
fices - is being bu3L 
The president of the syndi- 
cate of five local councils in the 
area, Charles Boetto, said ne- 
gotiations on the new theme 
park were well advanced and an 
announcement could be ex- 
pected soon. More than 2,000 
jobs would be created. 
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Flynt’s revelations 
on Congress a flop 


LARKY FLYNT, the publisher of 
Hustler magazine, promised to 
deliver devastating revelations 
about the Congressmen who 
were trying to nafl President KH 
Clinton for perjury. His first 
effort, however, has been 
something of a damp squib. 

Mr Flynt offered up to a mil- 
lion dollars for tales of the great 
and the good at their worst He 
had been ready to release a 
report on Bob Livingston, the 
Republican Speaker-designate 
of the House erf Representatives, 
but then a Washington newslet- 
ter beat him to the draw. 

Mr Livingston had had a se- 
ries of affairs, which did not go 
down well with the Republican 
party. He resigned, to Mr Flynt’s 
evident disappointment, after 
heavy pressure from his own 
colleagues. 

Great speculation had built 
up over the next target In a tele- 
vised press conference yester- 
day, Mr Flynt released the next 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

instalment in what will become 
the Flynt Report, a publication 
that lifts the lid an politicians’ 
private lives. 

The name in the frame was 
certainly suggestive: Bob Ban; 
a very right-wing Republican 
from Georgia, who had been de- 
manding the President's im- 
peachment for well over a year. 
Mr Barr is also ore of the man- 
agers who will run the im- 
peachment trial afthe President 
in the Senate. 

During divorce proceedings 
against his second wife, Gail 
\fogel Bare Mr Barr had refused 
to answer questions about bis 
liaisons with (he woman who 
would become his third wife, Mr 
Flynt said. He had used a sec- 
tion of state law that is similar 
to the Fifth Amendment when 
asked whether he had been 
faithful to his wife, according to 


court transcripts. Ms Barr also 
told the Flynt investigators that 
her husband -a swum opponent 
of abortion -took her to have an 
abortion while they ware mar- 
ried, in 1983. 

“He drove her to the clinic, be 
picked her up afterward. He 
paid for the abortion,” said Mr 
Flynt Mr Barr put out a state- 
ment saying thathe had “never 
suggested, urged, forced or en- 
couraged anyone to have an 
abortion”. 

f^rfty because it had been so 
heavify hyped in advance, and 
partly because it was less than 
spectacular the first part of the 
Flynt report failed to galvanise 
much press reaction. 

The mainstream media has 
also been sniffy about the whole 
affafc; since it regards Mr Flynt 
as simply a pomographec The 
Washington Post relegated the 
story to page seven, and it was 
written by toe paper’s media 
correspondent not one of the po- 


litical staff. Hie US broadsheet 
press traditionally treats its 
politicians with great deference. 

Yet there is something of an 
irony in the stoiy. The point of 
the revelations was to show Mr 
Barr as a hypocrite, who defends 
family values while marrying 
three times - not to tell lurid 
tales ofhis sexual affairs. There 
is nothing salacious about the re- 
port, certainly much less than 

the Starr report into President 

Clinton. It was entirely appro- 
priate to focus on whether Mr 
Barr had told the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the 
truth, since that is what is at 
issue with President Clinton, 

Mr Flynt says he has a big- 
gerfish to fry though as he Jailed 
to gamer the headlines with Iris 
first report, it remains to be seen 
what Ik can do now. His next ex- 
pose will include a videotape of 
a politician with a woman who 
is not his wife, and there is mare 
to come. 



President Bfll Clinton dances with Amanda Fernandez, wife 
daring a dinner at the White House to mark the state visit fay 


r entina* s minister of economy and public services, 

os MenenL President of Argentina Reuters 
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THE NEW CLIO GRANDE AT 


E8.49? ON THE ROAD 


IS SMALL WHERE IT COUNTS. 


WITH POWER STEERING. 


REMOTE CENTRAL LOCKING 


SIZE MATTERS 


AND A SUNROOF, 


IT'S BIG WHERE IT COUNTS, TOO. 
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Everyday tale 
of the missing 
car syndrome 

AMERICAN TIMES 


CENTURY CITY SHOPPING CENTRE, LA 


WE HAVE all been there. 
Somewhere in the bowels of 
the underground car park at 
Century City Shopping Cen- 
ter in west Los Angeles, a 
woman with shoulder-length 
blond hair walks into the 
parking office looking agitat- 
ed. U I can't find my car!” she 
tells the defy officer. “I came 
in from Constitution Avenue, 
turned left and parked al- 
most straight away, but the 
thing just isn't there any 
more." 

The duty officer looks 
calm. ‘'You’re one floor too 
high. My colleague wifi show 
you,” he says and . escorts 
her to an electric golf cart for 
a free ride to be reunited 
with her vehicle. 

This car park employs a 
special twam of offi cials and 
security guards, dedicated 
to helping shoppers find then- 
way back to their cars - one 
of the many extremes of 
urban living with Los Ange- 
les throws up. 

“People are in a hurry or 
have their mind on some- 
thing else, and all of a sudden 
they can't remember whether 
they are in Red Bay 3D or 
Green Bay 5F,” explains 
Linda Frost, marketing man- 
ager for Century City, near 
Beverly Hills. “They are all 
convinced they are stupid, but 
we tell them it happens all the 
time. 

“We ask them how they 
drove in, how far they drove, 
that sort of thing. If that 
doesn’t work, we ask them 
where they went shopping, 
whether their first stop was 
Maty’s, or Crate and Barrel 
or an ice-cream. The trick is 
to keep calm.” 

Walk around a large Los 
Angeles carpark- this shop- 
ping centre’s holds 3,000 cars, 
and some can take two or 
three times that number - 
and at regular intervals you 
win find sad figures staring 
quizzically into the middle 
distance and muttering < 
words to the effect o£ “I could ] 
have sworn that was the pink 1 
wall I noticed as I was lock- 1 


away car in the football- 
stadium sized open-air lot 
It’s tempting to take the 
patronising view that only 
ditsy southern Californian 
suburbanites could be so 
dumb as to forget where they 
left the car. But even the 
most educated Angelenos are 
prone to the syndrome. The 
labyrinthine underground 
complex beneath UCLA, the 
city's main university, has 
one of the highest lost-car ca- 
sualty rates. As do a number 
of the large cinema com- 
plexes where critics and ho- 
noured guests are invited to 
preview screenings of forth- 
coming movies. 

At an evening press 
screening of Saving Private 
Ryan, which took place a few 
months ago right opposite 
the Century City shopping 
centre, one prominent LA 
journalist was so shaken by 



It was somewhere over 
there next to a blue one 


mg up. 

According to Ms FVost, not 
only can people not remem- 
ber where their car is, they 
frequently cannot recall what 
colour it is - a symptom, no 
doubt, of that other LA nhe- 


nomenon, multiple-vehicle 
households. 

The Missing Car syn- 
drome will be fatwiii>r to 
viewers of Quentin Taranti- 
no’s latest movie, Jackie 
Brown, in which two lowlifes 
pfeyed fay Robert De Niro 
and Bridget Fbnda run out 

of a giant LA mall supposed- 
ly with a bag foil of loot only 
to find themselves utterly in- 
capable of locating the get- 


toe film’s battle scenes that 

the only way he could find his 
car afterwards was to wait for 

the rest of the audience to 
drive out of the underground 
car park and trek forlornly 
from floor to floor s canning 
the few remaining vehicles. 

There are technicians 
Imown as “parking lot scien- 
tists” who spend their lives 
trying to take the forbidding 
edge off vast underground or 
high-rise structures. The 
Westside Pavilion, not for 
from Century City, uses 
flower names rather than 
oolour codes. Disneyland in 

Anaheim has a Mickey Zone, 

a Minnie Zone and so on. 

In the beach city of Santa 
Monica, the authorities had 

L/lP hraimnn.«% I -i «• 
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series of smaller, more man- 
ageable multi-storey car 
Perks around the mai] an d 
°Pen-air promenade. But that 


y ^ — vr VQLA. rW- 

pie might remember where 
the ear parkl^ 
the problem is they 
^"tly can’t remember 
which particular car park 

they parked. ^ 
Andrew Gumbel 
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THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 
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SAVE % £50 


ON SCANNERS 


SAVE ^200 ON PCs 



PACKARD BELL 

Cyrix Mil 300 Processor 

32Mb RAM, 3.2Gb Hard Disk, 512k 
Cache memory, 32x Multimedia, 
4Mb Graphics*, 14" Colour 
Monitor, 56k Modem, plus over 
£500 of software* including 
Windows 98, Word, Works, Encarta 
98, GCSE Maths and English, 

Pingu, Actua Soccer 2, a selection 
of Internet software and more. 
MODEL: Club 40 


WAS £799 


SAVE£20 


ON ALL-IN-ONE PRINTERS 




PC WORLD SALE PRICE 







LOWEST ever 

PRICED PC 
& PRINTER 
& SCANNER 



rata! 




m 




SONY ■ 

LAPTOP r 











HEWLETT PACKARD 

Printer, Copier A Flatbed Scanner in One 

Prints, copies and scans m futl 
colour. Fast printing at up to , PC WORLD PRICE 

B pages pe* minute. Flatbed jjjj VAA 
design allows easy coping m AUU 

and scanning. tlrntf 

MODEL OJ 1150c. 
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PATRIOT Cyrix MU 300 Processor 

32Mb RAM, 2.1Cb Hard Disk, 512k Cache Memory, 

32x Multimedia, 4Mb Graphics.* 14' Colour Monitor, 

Indudes Windows'98. MODEL: Patriot 300. 

FREE FLATBED SCANNER Primax 96D0 
jpSS\ PRINTER LexRMfkai 100 CalourlBlqetPrWer 0 


k 1 f. 


■PC WORLD PRICE 

59S 


266MHz Inter Pentium Processor 
with MMX™ Technology 


32Mb SDRAM, 

3 -2Gb Hard Disk, 

12.1" HPA Colour Display, jJJ* 
512k Cache Memory, 

24x Multimedia, 

Windows 98. i f 

MODEL: PCG-745LT. ™ 


PC WORLD PRICE 

99‘ 





233MHz P0MPCC3 
Processor 

32Mb SDRAM, 4.0Gb Hard Disk. 
512k Cache Memory. 

24* Multimedia, 6Mb SGRAM 
Graphics, 56k Modem, Built-in 
15" Colour Monitor, Sutt-in 
Ethernet network connection. 
Indudes: Mac 05 83, Netscape 
Navigator and much more. 
MODEL Mac 


PC WORLD SALE PRICE 


SPECIAL fsS 
PURCHASE 


»E 

350MHz Intel* 

Pentium* II Processor 

64Mb (fast 1 DOM Hr) SDRAM. 
3.2Gb Hard Disk, SI2k Cache 
memory, 4x DVD-ROM Drive, 
8Mb 2x AGP ATI Rage Pro 
Turbo Graphics, 56k Modem, 
15" Colour Monitor. 

Over El 000 worth of software* 
including Windows 98 
and more. 

MODEL 9350. 

PC WORLD PRICE 


SAVE "HALF PRICE 



SAGE INSIANT 
ACCOUNTING 

Mill die end ot Ihe Srundal year 
approedwig, this bmastic softnae 
mil pMtl, hdp you with your 
accounts. 


SAVE £300 


d! 


ON PORTABLES 


MS NET 

233MHz Intel* Pentium 
Processor with UMT 
Technology 

3PMb SDRAM. 2.1Gb Hard 
Disk- Detachable Hard Disk. 
12.1" TFT Colour Display. 

24c CD-ROM. Windows 9a 
MODEL: MD100. 








J2Mb SDRAM. 3.2Gb Hard 
Disk, 12.1* HPA Cotour 
Display, 24a CD-ROM, 
512k L2 Cache, 

Windows 9& 

2Mb Graphic "* 

memory. 

MODEL: A 

Prosario 1234. ^ 


SAVE 

{ 200 


***> 


1199 


amaja - m 


COMPAQ 

266MHz total 1 Pi ■tiian' tl 
Pracassor 

Mlft SDRAM, 44X1 Hard Disk, 
512k LT Cache Memory. 133* TFT 
Colour Display. Mi CD-ROM 
i2S-bn Accelerated Graphic 
uadi integrated 2Mb Memoiy 
VMndows 9a. 

MODa Pnsono 1B05. 


SAVE »: 


£300 


SAVE £300 
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tlWe promise that a you find the same ofer ratable at 

a^«vwpfto^arxyo^hcrl^«i^^'*^ , ^^ 

of mndiase, weH refund the difference guaranteed - 
prouided you can produce your receipt and feeds of 
where you saw ihe offer. 

■Based an current selling prices ol actual or eqwvalent titles (exdurfing disks and manuals (or pre-loaded software). *0n aS 
PCs and printos over £250- Credit Protection Insurance (CP!) is optional and wM protect your payments in case d acddenL 
unemptoyment or illness. CPI Is not inducted in Ihe monthly repayments unless otherwise stated TYPICAL EXAMPLE: 
(Without CPI) Cash Price E699. No Deposit and 46 monthly payments of £20.66 - total amount m ^ , 

payable f99 168. Mini mum purchase E250. Subject to status. Wftiltenquixatians available from: Dept IffUl 

MK/PCW. Maytends Av^ Hen«f Hempstead HP2 7TC. Ihe Intel Inside lop* Permian, Celeron and llUV IUIHkA 
MMx are Registered Trademarks of the Intel Corporation. ■Shared with main system memory |\ | ||| 
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Briefing 


BA links with Japanese carrier 

BRITISH AIRWAYS and Japan Airlines will today unveil a 
wide-ranging link-up b ringin g together the two biggest 
carriers in Europe and Asia. BA and JAL are to form a 
mar keting alliance that will enable the two airlines to code- 
share, link their frequent-flyer programmes and share 
airport facilities. 

The agreement could be a prelude to JAL becoming a 
hill member of the On eworld alliance BA forged with four 
other international carriers last year The aim of the BA- 
JAL link-up is to boost passengers and revalues at a time 
when air travel is slowing down. 

Deep recession ‘wdikely 9 

EDDIE GEORGE deft). 


JHr Governor of the Bank of 

England, said last night 

Kpf that the Bank's next 

K; S economic forecasts, doe 

V'*l out in early February; were 
K j L - X ■ ,y] unlikely to show the UK 

■'?, j slipping into deep 

HL Jaj recession. He told the 

gjliA .. Institute of Manufacturing: 

~ H “Frankly. Fd be surprised 

if our central projection 
were to suggest that 
the economy as a whole was foiling into steep or 
protracted recession". 

However, Mr George warned that the global economic 
slowdown could mean more pain for manufacturers in 
Britain. He stressed the Monetary Policy Committee 
would not hesitate to cut interest rates again if it 
believed inflation was likely to fell below the target 

Sears to sell credit card arm 

SEARS IS expected to announce today the sale of its in- 
store credit card subsidiary; Creation financial Services, 
in a deal expected to be worth £l20m. The buyer is thought 
to be a financial institution. Analysts said a sale could help 
the retailing and home shopping group dissuade 
shareholders horn agreeing to another bid from Philip 
Green, whose businesses include the Mark One and Owen 
Owen fashion chains. 
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BUSINESS 


Allied Domecq profits 


warning rocks market 


THERE WAS fresh evidence of 
a downturn in consumer spend- 
ing yesterday when Allied 
Domecq, the spirits and pubs 
group, issued a profits warning 
due to a poor performance in its 
pubs division. 

The group, whose interests 
span Beefeater gin, Baskin 
Robbins ice cream and the Big 
Steak pub chain, cited “eroding 
consumer confidence”, which it 
said had intensified since last 
summer. It said the downturn 
was particular marked over 
the Christmas period with 
drinks sales falling, although 
food sales had held up. 

The warning knocked 14 per 

cent per cent from Allied's 
share price, prompting a raft erf 
profit downgrades from brokers 
and depressing share prices 


by Nigel cope 
Associate City Editor 


elsewhere in the pubs and 
brewing sector Shares in Bass 
and Scottish & Newcastle fell 
sharpfy while Whitbread dosed 
lower ahead of a trading update 
today. 

“What we are seeing is some 
of the dark side of the change 
of pubs into places to have a 
meal," said John Wafceley, an- 
alyst at Lehman Brothers. 
“Restaurants are much more 
cyclically sensitive... and (dear- 
ly a large part of the UK is suf- 
fering in terms of consumer 
confidence." 

There was more bad news 
elsewhere in the sector where 
the Old English Pub company 
announced that it had become 


a corporate victim of the flu out- 
break sweeping Britain. The 
group, which operates “rustic" 

inns with a cwimnnyfatinn, part- 
ly blamed the outbreak fora 2JS 
per cent fen m like-fbr-hke sales 

over Christmas, “fife were fait by 
the epidemic, which resulted in 
several cancellations over 
Christinas and New Year;" the 
company said. Trading was also 
affected fay a move away from 
alcoholic beverages towards 
soft drinks, it said. Corporate 
bookings were down over the 
extended holiday period. 

The Allied warning rocked a 
sector which had appeared to 
be recovering after upbeat 
statements last week from pub 
groups JD Wetherspooo and 
■fetes Brothers Wine Lodges. 

Allied's pubs operate under 


brand names such as Firkin, 
Scruffy Murphy’s, Mr Q’s and 
Big Steak, The group said food 
sales had held up well in pubs 
such as ttie Big Steak outlets, 
but drinks sales had w eakene d 
and customer numbers faflen 
The company said: “Early evi- 
dence shows that our perfor- 
mance has mirrored the 
market trend in the pre-Christ- 
mas months. Sales were lower 
over the Christmas period, and 
first-half pub profits will there- 
fore be lower as a result” 
There was better news in 
spirits, where Allied said there 
had been some growth in major 
markets in the first four months 
of its financial yean In Europe, 
Ballantines scotch whisky vol- 
umes grew strongly and 
Beefeater gin (fid well. Trading 



Prince Ado Ibrahim (left), new owner of 25 per emit of the Arrows grand prix team, pictured with Tom Walkinshaw 


Tim OckendenJPA 


Arrows team driven to £110m sellout 


THE Arrows grand prix motor 
raring team was sold yesterday 
to a consortium led by a Ger- 
man bank and a Nigerian 
prince in a deal valuing the busi- 
ness at £110m. 

Tom Walkinshaw, a former 
engineering director for Benet- 
ton who took control of the Ar- 
rows team in 1996, has formed 
a new partnership with Mor gan 
Grenfell Private Equity (part of 
Deutsche Bank) and the Niger- 


By Michael Harrison 


ian businessman. Prince Malik 
Ado Ibrahim. 

Morgan Grenfell, which 
bought the Coral bookmakers 
chain from Ladbroke fix- £390m 
last month, will emerge with a 
45 per cent stake in Arrows, 
while Prince Malik will own a 
further 25 per cent 

Mr Walkinshaw, who has run 
Arrows from his TWR group 


based near Oxford, will retain 
a 25 per cent stake. The re- 
maining 5 per cent has been re- 
served for management and 
employees. 

This is the second time a City 
institution has bought into a 
motor racing team. Late last 
year tiie US-based venture cap- 
ital and fund management 
group, Warburg Pincus, ac- 
quired a 40 per cent stake in the 
Jordan team. 


Observers said the Arrows 
deal had been driven by Mr 
WalJrin shaw’s need to bring 
cash into the business. At the 
end of last season its leading 
driver, Pedro Diniz, left the 
team, taking with him a re- 
ported £8m in sponsorship. The 
year before the former world 
champion, Damon Hill, left to 
join Jordan. 

Prince Malik, 38, is tiie third 
son of a Nigerian tribal king. He 


holds licences to operate mobile 
phone and Internet services in 
Nigeria and recently brokered 
the sale of Lotus cars of Nor- 
wich to Proton of Malaysia. 

MrWaikmshaw said the buy- 
out would provide financial 
security and allow (he Arrows 
team to remain in Britain. Its 

leading driver this season is the 

Finn, Mika Salo, and there is 
speculation it will sign a Japan- 
ese driven Toranosuka TakagL 


Japan buys dollars to curb yen 


THE DOLLAR soared against 
the yen yesterday, recording its 
largest one-day gain in five 
years, after the Bank of Japan 
spent up to £3bn in the foreign 
exchange markets. 

Traders said the central bank 
had been buying dollars and 

gpffing ypn fn an attemp t (n nirh 

the strength of the Japanese 
currency. Japan’s government 

is concerned that the recent rise 

in the yen - which hit a 28- 
month high on Monday- could 
undermine the competitiveness 
of leading manufacturers. 

This was the first time the 
BoJ had bought dollars in the 


By lea. Paterson 


foreign exchange market since 
early 1996. Dealers speculated 
that the move had cost the 
Japanese authorities between 
£1.5 bn and £3bn. 

The BoJ did not confirm or 
deny the intervention reports, 
but comments by the finance 
minister Kfichi Miyazawa. were 
taken as a signal that the Bank 
had been active in the financial 
markets. Mr Miyazawa said 
that “government experts have 
taken steps” following the yen’s 
rapid rise against the doflac 

In earfy trading, the dollar 


recorded its largest one-day 
gain against the yen since 1993, 
traders said. The US currency 
pared some of its gains later 
after Robert Rubin, the US 
Tfeasury Secretary, said the 
dollar policy was unchanged. In 
early New Ybrk trading the dol- 
lar ^ was at 112 yen, up more than 
3 yen from Monday's dose. 

Analysts said several fee- 
tors lay behind the yen's surge, 
inducing worries about the 
impact of the Brazilian crisis on 
the US, the reluctance of 
Japanese investors to save 
money overseas and the large 
Japanese current account sur- 


plus. Experts predicted the 
BoJ would be forced to inter- 
vene again in coming days. 
Michael Lewis at Deutsche 
Bank said: “This looks like the 
first of many skirmishes 
between the Bank of Japan 
and the currency markets.” 

Avinash Fersaud at JP Mor- 
gan said: “As long as investors 
shy away from the markets, 
current accounts will drive 
exchange rates. I see the dol- 
lar testing 105 yen again." 

The euro benefited from the 
BoJ intervention, rising 4 yen 
in New Ybrk trade. The surge 
in the euro coindded with a 


survey of fund managers pre- 
dicting the new currency would 
be the world’s strongest in 
1999. According to the survey by 
Merrill Lynch/Gallup, 81 per 
cent of fund managers expect 
the euro to be the world’s 
strongest currency this year. 
Three-quarters expect sterling 
to weaken against the euro. 

Trevor Greetfaam, Merrill 
Lynch global strategist said- 
“Rind managers love the euro 
because the alternatives don’t 
look good. The dollar is weak, 
Japan has structural problems 
and falling base rales reduce 
sterling’s attractiveness”. 


LONDON 


NEW YORK 


FOOTSIE SWUNG from a 55 .3-pomt 
gain to a 51.4 loss to end at 6,033.6 
in a busy day; with turnover 
topping 12 billion shares. 
Supporting indices suffered single- 
figure falls. 

Profit warnings did much of the 
damage, with Allied Domecq 
plunging 81.5p ti> 516p and pulling 
Bass down 74.5p to 805p. I Cl 
bucked the trend, gaining 2?p to 
5l3.5p on talk of American interest 
Dixons, ahead of today’s results, 
jumped 33p to a 914ppeaL 

Derek Pain, page 19 


US STOCKS fell for the first time 
in eight days, amid profit-taking 
and continued worries about the 
Brazilan economy. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average was 
trading sharply lower in after- 
noon trading, down 83 points at 
9536.48. 

One trader said the fell was a 
“necessary pull-back” in the 
“Dow, wfaidrhas posted record 
gains since the beginning of the 
yean The Nasdaq index also fell, 
trading down just over 2 per cent 
at 2334JS1 at lunchtime. 


Around the world’s Markets 

RK | | © | TOKYO I PP^FRAW 
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in Mexico has been difficult due 

to duly rises, illegal botihDg and 

tough economic conditions. 

The group defended its 
ripri«pnn to sell Cantrell & 
Cochrane, its Irish rider and 
soft drinks business, which was 
sold to BC Partners feature 
Capital for £519zn. - 

Allied, whose talks with Sea- 
gram of Canada to create a 
wine and spirits alliance 
foundered last yean further 
hinted that talks between the 
two - and others in the indus- 
try - could be revived. 

“There is little doubt in our 
minds that a combination with 
another group, with the right 
management team, would un- 
doubtedly result in substantial 
synergies,” said Sr Christopher 
Hogg, the chairman. 


revamp 


prter Thal Larsen 



ARJO WIGGINS Appleton yes- 
terday announced a radical 
shakeup that saw the troubled 
paper maker part company 
with its chief executive, split 
into three divisions and hint 
that it would be willing to en- 
tertain offers for two of them. 

Under the restructuring, 
which is designed to revive the 
group’s flagging share price, 
Arjo will abandon its geo- 
graphical structure in favour of 
three industrial divisions or- 
ganised around its carbonless 
and thermal paper, speciality 
and coated paper; and mer- 
rfiawting divisions. 

Arjo said that as a result it 
no longer needed a group chief 
executive, so Phillippe Beylier 
had agreed to step down. Mr 
Bcyiiei; chief executive for less 
than two years, was on a two- 
year contract and is expected 
to receive a payoff of more 
than £800,000. Ken Minton, the 
non-executive chairman who 
deagned the new structure, win 
take on a full-time role. 

Meanwhile Luca Paveri- 
Fontana, a non-executive 
director; will also take on an 

executive role m a sign that Ifii, 
tiie. Italian holding company 
controlled by the Agnelli fami- 
ly that is Arjo’s main share- 
holder; is taking a more active 
role in tiie company. 

“fife must achieve value for 
shareholders, 9 Mr Minton said. 
“Tb achieve this we must or- 
ganise the business in a differ- 
ent way." 

The restructuring will see 
Arjo combine Its operations in 
Europe and the United States 
to create two international 
paper divisions. Arjo said the 
merger would cut costs, 
although it gave no indication 
o* savings or job losses. 

Mr Minton hinted that in 
the long term Aijo wanted to 
concentrate on its speciality 
and coated papers division. 
Meanwhile the carbonless and 
thermal unit which supplies 
credit-card slips and fax paper, 
could be sold. “We will equip 
ourselves to take the value 
from that business sooner or 
later;" Mr Minton said. He also 
hinted that the merchanting 
division could be merged with 
a rival. 

City observers said the 
shakeup would allow investors 
better to judge the value of 
Aijo’s component parts. The an- 
nouncement was greeted with 
a 5_5p rise in the share price to 
115pBix months ago the shares 
were at 254p. 

Mr Minton said the integra- 
tion between the various parts 
of the company had been 
“somewhat limited" since 1990, 
when Arjo was created by the 
merger of French, British and 
American paper makers. But 
he stressed that the business 
would now be run on an in- 
ternational basis and that each 
division would have to justify 
new investments by showing 
they could earn a return in 
excess of their cost of capital. 



Beylier: Will step down 
as group chief executive 


LEADING JAPANESE shares dosed 
Bttle changed yesterday after the 
rebound in the dollar eased con- 
cerns about the competitiveness of 
Japanese exporters. 

The Nikkei 225 index dosed 
down 751 points, or 0.6 per cent 
Dealers attributed the mini-recov- 
ery to direct intervention fay the 
Bank of Japan in the foreign ex- 
change - markets. TbeBankofJapan 
bought dollars and sold yen in an 
attempt to curb the strength of the 
Japanese currency. 


FRANKFURT 


GERMAN STOCKS edged 1 per 
cent lower over concern that 
banks could be hit fay exposure 
to both the troubled Brazilian 
economy and the failed Chinese 
trust GITXC. The benchmark 
DaxXetca dosed down 70.34 
points at 5.196.13. with financial 
stocks extending Monday’s loss- 
es. 

Shares uTDrriuIner Bank. 
Germany's third largest, 
dropped 2.10 euros to 3950, 
while Deutsche Bank shed 1.68 
euros to close at 5352. 
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Why yen’s revival should concern us 


IT is a touch ironic that the currency 
markets yesterday responded to 
calls from Keizo Obuchi, Japan's 
Prime Minister for stability in ex- 
change rates by delivering the 
biggest one-day rise in the dollar 
against the yen’ in five years. It was 
what the Bank of Japan wanted 
when it spent billions on interven- 
tion in an attempL to halt the painful 
rise in the yen since last summer. 
But is this really what is meant by 
stability? Hardly. 

Over the past four years the 
yen-dollar exchange rate has been 
all over the place. During the sum- 
mer the yen was so weak that Tbkyo 
actually became an affordable hol- 
iday destination. Since then it has 
risen by nearly a third in value - 
which is Ear too much for stru gg ling 
Japanese exporters. 

As that swing followed the loss of 
about four-fifths of its value be- 
tween April 1995 and last summer, 
however, you can see why yen sta- 
bility and even exchange rate “tar- 
get zones", as mooted by Mr Obuchi 
on his tour of Europe this week, 
would appeal to the Japanese gov- 
ernment. These are damaging 
swings even for the strongest econ- 
omy. and Japan certainly is not 
that Why is it happening, and what 



Outlook 

is its importance to us here in the 
West? Curiously, given how badly a 
strong yen would damage econom- 
ic recovery in Japan, the Japanese 
authorities have themselves been 
encouraging the yen’s recent rise, 
again in the name of stability Eisuke 
SakaJdbara - “Mr Yen” - has been 
talking the dollar: down in recent 
weeks because il had earlier looked 
as though the yen was falling too fai; 
too fast. 

Even so, most economists would 
have urged the government to stick 
with a weak yen policy. The trough 
of 14632 yen to the dollar is more or 
less where currency' experts think 
it ought to be given the fundamen- 
tal weakness of the Japanese econ- 


omy. So wfayhas the trend been bade 
to high ground? One possible cause 
is that the Japanese have begun 
repatriating money from the US. 
There are two reasons why they 
might do this. The greatest chunk 
of Japanese overseas indirect in- 
vestment is in US Treasuries, which 
have had a terrific bull run in recent 

years. Plainly this cannot go on for 
ever, and as doubts grow about the 
sustainability of the US economic 
miracle, as wefl as the whopping cur- 
rent account deficit America runs 
with the rest of the world, now 
seems as good a time as any to sell. 

Secondly: long-bond yields have 
doubled in Japan in the past four 
months. They are still tiny by West- 
ern standards, but if product and 
asset prices are falling, as they are 
in Japan, Japanese government 
bonds certainly begin to look much 
better value than they did. A flight 
of capital to the perceived safety of 
the Japanese motherland spells big 
trouble for the US, which seems to 
be living more and more on bor- 
rowed foreign manor. The arrival of 
the euro as an alternative reserve 
currency further turns up the heat 

More worrying stiff, the US cur- 
rent account deficit is growing like 
Lopsy. This year it could be heading 


for a mind-boggling $300bn, equiv- 
alent to 4 per cent of GDP Basic laws 
of economics dictate that the cur- 
rency must faH to compensate for 
this, and this indeed is what is be- 
ginning to happen. Unfortunately 
dollar weakness could also reliigger 
inflationary pressures within the US 
economy, and that might bring the 
boom quite quickly to an end. 

What's bad for Japan may there- 
fore be badfortbe US too. But even 
the mighty Alan Greenspan cannot 
buck the market forever; and while 
some of the more apocalyptic pre- 
dictions of the consequences of 
these trends look a tad exaggerat- 
ed, we are obviously heading for 
quite dangerous waters. 

Arjo Wiggins 

CALLING THE bottom on a sinking 
share price can be a hazardous 
business. When a company in trou- 
ble protests that things cannot pos- 
sibly get any worse, they usually can 
- and do. But Aijo Wiggins Appleton, 
the paper maker which yesterday 
announced plans to split itself into 
three divisions, could just be an 
exception to the rule. 

Not that the omens are good. Arjo 


is a text-book example of how merg- 
ers - especially cross-border ones 
- go wrong. The trouble started in 
1990 when Wiggins Tbape of the UK 
joined forces with its American rival 
Appleton, both of which had been 
spun off from BAT in its successful 
attempt to fend off a breakup bid 
from Sir Jimmy Goldsmith. 

A year later they were joined by 
a French partner; Arjo Mari-Prioux. 
But the businesses were never in- 
tegrated property and continued to 
be run as fiefdoms inside a loose 
structure. So when paper prices 
bombed, Arjo was left with a much 
higher cost base than its rivals. 

Asa result, this menage a trais 
has destroyed shareholder value on 
an epic scale Since the original 
merger; £l-5bn of capital has been 
sunk into a business which is now 
capitalised at just £919m. This 
decade, Aijo shares have lagged the 
rest of the market by a staggering 
80 percent 

So can Ken Minton succeed 
where others have failed? The for- 
mer chief executive of Laporte, the 
chemicals group, is reorganising 
Aijo into three divisions in a belat- 
ed attempt to squeeze out some cost 
savings. The dedining carbonless 
and thermal division, which makes 


paper used in credit card slips and 
fax machines, and the merchanting 
unit will then probably be sold, leav- 
ing Aijo to concentrate an premium 
fine, speciality and coated papers. 
Chief executive PhUIippe Beyiier is 
surplus to requirements and walks 
out with the customary payoff 
Aijo's accounts will be stained 
with plenty of red ink before the 
process is complete. But if Mr 
Minton succeeds, the potential up- 
side is big -analysts reckon a buyer 

would be willing to pay £600m for the 
merchanting division alone. 
Regardless of the history, investors 
may find it worth their while to take 
another look at Aijo. 

Viekers/Giat 

THE BARON from Brussels has 
pulled off another deal but will it be 
enough to get Vickers firing on all 
cylinders? The agreement to put the 
group’s Challenger tanks business 
into a joint venture with French tank 
manufacturer Giat shows that Vick- 
ers’s chief executive is determined 
not to be outmanoeuvred as 
Europe’s defence industry consoli- 
dates. 

But has Baron Paul Buysse 


picked the best partner? Giatis sflU 
state-owned, which means that it is 

almost certainly not as fighting fit as 

Vickers's defence business. What's 
more, the two companies' manu- 
facturing facilities have carefully 
been left out of the new joint venture, 
thus depriving them of the oppor- 
tunity to take out big lumps of cost 
On the other hand. Vickers and 
Giat will collaborate on the devel- 
opment of new products, which pre- 
sumably means the next main battle 
tank for Europe’s armies. Mean- 
while the Challenger and Giat's 
Led ere tank will continue to fight it 
out for what export orders there are 
in far-off places where they are still 
buying such things. As the market 
now ascribes virtually no value to 
Vickers defence business - indeed 
the entire group is not capitalised at 
much more than its easting cash 
pile - the Giat deal cannot hurt 
What Vickers realty needs is to 
persuade more of Europe's 20 land- 
fighting vehicle manufacturers to 
come to the party. Orbetter still an 
order or two. It is in there battling 
for tank deals in Greece. South 
Africa and Qatar Just one order 
would lift the shares. Unfortunately 
Lederc is fighting for exactly the 
same orders, too. 


News Analysis: US Internet stocks are soaring as investors seek the new Microsoft 


1994 Yahoo! founders Jerry Yang (back left) and David Filo (front right) were just Net nerds. They, along 
with (left to right) Tim Koogfe, Gary Valenzuela and Jeff Malle tt now run a $41 bn market cap behemoth 
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SO IT is fashionable these days 
to buy Internet stocks. You 
know this because they keep ris- 
ing at rates that beggar belief. 
Witness the recent gravity-de- 
fying ascent of the technology- 
laden Nasdaq index in New 
\brk, only interrupted yesterday 
_ ... by a bout of profit taking. 

‘ It is also fashionable to warn 

: ‘ ’ -c.-ji ; ' • [hat the Internet is a bubble 

ready to burst and that wise in- 
vestors will keep their distance. 
But is that right? Are we in a 
midst of a revolution so impor- 
tant that most of us just have 
trouble grasping it? 

“The Internet," fbrtune 
magazine says, “is the founda- 
tion of the new industrial 
order”. This smacks of hyper- 
bole, but there are investors out 
there who believe it What they 
see is a crossing of a great di- 
vide, where the Internet is no 
longer the domain of the di- 
gerati, but is suddenly becom- 
ing mains tream. The Internet, 
in other words, has transcend- 
ed being a toy for nerds and 
become the high street of the 
new millennium 

Never mind, then, that some 
companies leading the Nas- 
daq charge have yet to make 
one cent of profit, suchasAma- 
zon.com, the red-hot online 
book and CD retailer Zf con- 
sumers are about to plunge en 
ma ss e Into the digital universe, 
potential for profits down 
jie road is almost unimagin- 
able. With stakes so high, bat- 
tle has been engaged between 
the players who want to har- 
ness that traffic and control it 
%u do not have to search far 
to see the signs of this explo- 
sion, According to Internation- 
al Data Corp, a computer 
research group, the number of 


By David Usborne 
in New York 
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people using the World Wide 
Web in the US alone is set to 
soar by 28 per cent this jyear 
alone to 147 million. | 
People log on for man? rea- 
sons. There are chat rooms to 
visit, information pages giving 
the latest weather and travel re- 
ports, and lonely he: ‘ * 
rums. Most dazzling, h 
is the rush to the Web to 
16 per cent of US car bi 
now go online to ch< 
compare bargains. Une, 
still go to a showroom to 
their final purchase, but for how 
much longer? | 

The surge in online refaffing 
was never more wvidty demon- 
strated than during this last 
Christmas gift-buying season. 
Consider the story of Ebay, an 
online auction house, vriiich 
listed as a public company last 
September. Ebayisonty one of 
a myriad newly-listed Internet 
companies to have seen its 
value dimb to the stratosphere 
vay quickly. In four months its 
shares have soared 1,519 per 
cent At that rate, the compa- 
ny promises to deliveral mil- 
lion per cent annual return on 
invekment ! 

It is a tale that is even more 
extraordinary when you' con- 
sider how it started. 'Ebay 
founder Pierre Omidyar 31, 
bad the idea of offering auctions 
in the Internet after searching 
for a way to help his g irlf riend 

pypflndhpr rafoytfan nfPezfSs- 

. pep&rs - ihosejaite toys JhaL 
spit out oblong sweeties. Omid- 
yar’s salary last year was a 
modest $67,446, but the com- 
pany gave hi™ stock worth - 
wait for it - $4bn- The mkrket 


value of Ebay is now six times 
that of its non-virtual auction 
house great-unde, Sotheby’s. 

Such value comparisons 
offer another illustration of the 
fabulousness -or the insanity 
- of the investor rush to these 
companies. Amazon.com 
gained no fewer than l million 
new customers in the run-up to 
Christmas. If it operated in 
bricks-and-mortar shops it 
would have had to have shelves 
extending 101 miles to accom- 
modate the books and CDs 
sold at Christmas. Its market 
capitalisation now stands at 
$29bn, compared with $i6.5bn 
fru* Sears, the department store 
that has been in the retail busi- 
ness for more than a century. 

Or how about Ifahool, the 
Internet directory company 
that went public in April 1996? 
Store then its shares have risen 
95-fold to give the company a 
market value of $40.9bn, larger 
even than such blue-chip mono- 
liths as Boeing and Xerox. It 
was expectations afbett£^tfa^ 
expected earnings due out from 
Yahoo! after the dose of mar- 
kets last night that drove the 
Nasdaq to its seventh consec- 
utive record high on Monday al- 
though the index fell back 
sharply yesterday amidst prof- 
it taking On Monday Yahoo.' 
shares rose $70V# to $4.14% 

Yahoo! is one of four Internet 
stocks gaining special investor 
attention because of their sta- 
tus as so-called Internet por- 
tals. If controlling traffic in 
cyberspace is the main prize, 
then it is the portals that have 
a head start Uke its three 
main competitors - Lycos, Ex- 
cite and Infoseek-Tfahoo! offers 
consumers a single web page 
from which they can begin their 


Internet journeys. They offer 
direct one-dick, access to the 
most travelled areas of the 
Net such as news, personal fi- 
nance, sports, travel enter- 
tainment recreation, romance 
chat rooms and so forth. 

Whoever attracts the largest 
numbers of users to their por- 
tal page stands one day to rule 
the Internet So far Yahoo! is 
winning the race. Slowing that 
it well understands this, Disney 
yesterday launched a portal of 
its own. Called GO Network, it 
is a joint venture with Infoseek, 
which is 43 per cent Disney- 
owned. 

As the primacy of the portals 
in cyberspace becomes more 
obvious so, in turn, does their 
attractiveness to advertisers - 
and their potential for making 
profits. With 70 million people 
hitting yahoo! every month, no 
wonder advertisers are begin- 
ning to pay attention. Accord- 
ing to Jupiter Communications, 
another Web research group, 
advertising on the Internet is 
set to rise from a fairiy modest 
$940m in the US in 1997 to 
$8bnby2QQ2. 

Those pouring money into 
Yhhoo! and other darling stocks 
of the Internet are all looking 
for the new Microsoft Those 
holding back are wondering 
how long these outlandish val- 
uations can last Who knows? 

There is one other factor in 
favour of die bubble growing 
before it bursts. There are am- 
ply not enough Internet stocks 
out there. Paul Cook, manager 
in NeasAfark of thaMimderNet 
Fund, says: “There are too 
many people who want to own 
these stocks and not enough to 
go around. The opportunity is 
open-ended”. 


INTERNET PORTALS’ SHARES SOAR 
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Halifax bids to 
halt loan slump 


HALIFAX YESTERDAY made a 
fresh attempt to rebuild its 
share of the mortgage lending 
market by issuing its lowest- 
ever fixed-rate loans. Cus- 
tomers will now be able to fix 
rates at 4.45 per cent for two 
years. 

Halifax, which last year saw 
its share of the mortgage mar- 
ket shrink to 6 per cent, less 
than one-third of its usual level 
is also offering to fix loans at 
625 per cent for as long as 10 
years. 

The move will help prevent 
customers from defecting to 
other lenders in order to taka 
advantage of cut-price deals 
made possible by unprece- 
dented falls in long-term inter- 
est rates. In 1998, remortgages 
made up 25 per cent of the 
mortgage market, compared 
with 15 per cent in 1997. 


By Andrew verity 

While Halifax is not offering 
the cheapest deal in the mar- 
ket it is competing with a rate 
of 3.99 per cent on offer from Al- 
liance & Leicester The lowest 
two-year fix is 2.99 per cent 
from West Bromwich building 
society. 

The cheapest deals are only 
made possible by hefty “trailer 
penalties" - redemption penal- 
ties that tie customers in for 
years after the fixed-rate period 
is over. The typical redemption 
penalty is 5 percent of the sum 
repaid. 

Without the trailer penal- 
ties, Halifax charges 6.2 per 
cent for a two-year fix. West 
Bromwich offers 4.99 per cent 
- but customers must pay a 
sizeable application fee of 0.35 
per cent of the loan. 



STANDARD LIFE BANK™ 

W3 


Business Account 
rate changes. 


New rates from 11.1.99 


BALANCE 

IKT. PAJOYEABLlT 
GROSS* NETT 
/AES 

INI. PAID MONTHLY 
GROSS* METZ 

£1 - £49,999 

631 

521 

632 

5.06 

£50,000 -£199,999 

633 

522 

634 

5.07 

£200,000- £499,999 

636 

525 

637 

5.K) 

£500,000 - £999,999 

6.61 

529 

6A2 

5J3 

£1,000.000+ 

6J8 

5.42 

658 

526 


IS? 1 



■flWi-f-fi 



BALANCE 

IKE PAID YEARLY 
GR055X NETZ 
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undyhau 44a 4770 1/9 7b®sso 

P**c 130 seiudl 057 DOT ZBO 
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4228 44* 057 302 550 
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tart cm Acc 
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<-17X400 
417X400 
2* 4J30 
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4500 ->858 £45 00*6® 
114* 119* 0® 719 8® 
403® 4*81 1334 £14X550 
15637 16194 -082 6® 350 I 
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1 £«» motto 31® ra-o® -489X 5® 
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22950 244® 2.40 OOT 
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1*® 17810 ON BOO 
4AO® 49470 4.40 0® 
52850 56370 4® a® 
167* 177® *® 2* 
151* 1EOOT -0® 2* 
1528® IKS® -COT 1J4 
6® 10 704.10 *M 134 
14810 148® *20 £14 OOT 
14050 141® -OOT Z.14X0OT 
988® 52550 *10 0® 875 
53S* STOOD -SOT 0® 57S 
1994 84® ** 3 51X575 
305* 328® -1* 35! 575 
13160 137.70 010 191 3® 

1*40 142® 010 151 1® 

6291 0697 0* 391 875 

16570 198.® 0* 381 5.75 
5473 5837 *22 a® 575 

NOT 8635 *33 0® 575 

imn inn -3 ia oa 575 

*31 9993 *25 4.15X 573 
187 40 199OT -090 415 575 
16980 190.70 * 50 2 95 5 78 

mio ire* -an a® sts 

15050 160.10 450 295 5 78 
171® 1®* *50 0® 575 
1910 129 10 0® 831 0® 

ia* ia* a® 531x001 
508* 542® -1® 192 575 
mi* 7®* -290 1* 575 
a 4S 8794 * 42 4* 575 
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207* 91® -1* am 575 
1®* 208.00 -1 00 aoi 578 
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6Z03 6616 0 02 0 ® 575 
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63740 734* -1® £47 
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EapOiHttE 33T 80 BBS® -1® OOOX 
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HbridOppsGfflAcc 94.45 99® ** 1*X 
wnfbs&ia we w® ** iotx 
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SuedeakS; O® 1*47 *07 4.41 X 
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: bdtairt 1 Z7D36 287* *53 0®X 
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cards are just a pawn in the banana game 


•far* 


Vjt. 

, . >i : 


PRODUCERS OF greeting cards 
yesterday sent an unpleasant 
message to the US and the Eu- 
ropean Union, branding them 
•'bananas'' for using the indus- 
try as a pawn in the latest 
trade dispute- 

The Greeting Cards Associ- 
ation warned that thousands of 
jobs were threatened because 


By Andrew V erity 

the US wants to slap a 100 per 
cent import duty on the cards 
as a weapon in the dispute 
over banana import duties. 

Ray Cousins, chairman of 
the association, said: “We are 
merely a pawn in a much big- 
ger game. Greetings cards has 


been picked at random - it 
could have been anyone. People 
are very concerned because it 
is now clear this could become 
bogged down in bureaucracy 
and go on for months." 

The US is also targeting the 
duty on other European Union 
imports worth half a billion 
euros (£700m>. Industries 


affected include cashmere 
sweaters, batteries, plastics, 
biscuits, bath oils, candles, 
lithographs, bed linen, cartons, 
wallets, handbags and cheese. 
Under US proposals, sanctions 
would start on 3 March. 

UK industries would be 
hardest hit. In the cashmere in- 
dustry, 700 jobs may be at risk 


in the Scottish borders. The 
DTI estimates 2,700 British 
jobs could be at risk. 

The banana war blew up be- 
cause the US was dissatisfied 
with a new EU regime for ba- 
nana imports, introduced on 
1 January. The regime was 
created to answer Wbrtd Trade 
Organisation concerns that it 


protected imports from ex- 
colonies at the expense of US 
banana exporters such as 
Chiquita. The US claims that 
the regime is still too 
restrictive. 

Yesterday, the WTO's Dis- 
putes Settlements Body in 
Geneva deckled to reconvene 
its “bananas panel” to rule on 


the EU’s banana regime, a 

move the US had tried to block. 

“We believe the sanctions 
are illegal because there has 
been no ruling about them in in- 
ternational law," said a 
spokesman forSir Leon Britton, 
EU trade commissioner 

Brian Wilson, trade minister 
at the DTI, said: “It is quite 


wrong for one member of tbe 
WTO to decide unilaterally that 
another member has not com- 
plied. This dispute needs to be 
resolved in the framework of 
the WTO " 

Ironically the two biggest 
players in UK greetings cards, 
Hallmark and Carlton, are US- 
owned. 








Vickers links 
With Giat in 

tank venture 


1 THE RESTRUCTURING of Eu- 
i rope's fighting vehicles indus- 
i tty took a farther step forward 
f. yesterday after Vickers, makers 

• of the Challenger 2 tank, an- 
l nounced plans to form a joint 

• venture company with the 
■ state-owned French tank man- 
v ufacturer Giat 

The alliance will cover sales 
; and marketing, future product 
d'aiesign and programme man- 
agement but there are no plans 
for the time being to indude the 
two companies' manufacturing 
facilities. 

Nor does the agreement 
prevent either Vickers or Giat 
linking up with other manufact- 
urers of land vehicles in their 
respective countries. 

The Vickers- Giat deal fol- 
lows an earlier merger between 
the land vehicles businesses of 
GKN and AMs. Since then 
there has been speculation 
about whether Vickers would 
join the GKN-Alvis alliance or 
a partner in Europe or the 


by Michael Harrison 

United States. A memorandum 
of intent signed yesterday paves 
the way for Vickers and Giat to 
form a joint venture company. 
But they will continue to oper- 
ate separately in countries 
where the Challenger 2 is com- 
peting with the Giat’s Lerderc 
main battle tank for orders. 

The two companies are vying 
for an order from Greece worth 
up to £L5hn for 250 tanks. There 
are also competitions taking 
place to supply South Africa and 
Qatar with tanks, orders worth 
£350m and E250m respectively. 

Jacques Loppion, chief ex- 
ecutive of Giat Industries, said 
the agreement would acceler- 
ate the consolidation process 
taking place in Europe. There 
are 20 manufacturers of land 
defence vehicles whereas most 
analysts believe the market 
can wily support five or six in 
the longer term. 

The agreement is the second 


COMPANY RESULTS 


major deal pulled off by Baron 
Paul Buysse, the new chief ex- 
ecutive of Vickers. 

Last month he announced 
the £300ra acquisition of Ul- 
stein, a Norwegian marine 
propulsion company. Baron 
Buysse said the Giat (foal would 
unlock significant benefits for 
the two parties. 

Giat lost Ftr2.85bn in 1997 on 
sales of Ffr6.7bn francs after 
putting aside large provisions to 
pay for the rationalisation of its 
manufacturing facilities in 
Ftance. 

In the last three years it has 
shed 1,600 jobs. Mr Joppion.the 
first private sector executive to 
run Giat, was brought in to 
steer it towards partial privati- 
sation. However; Giat is still not 
expected to break even until 
2002. 

Vickers is also rationalising 
its manufacturing capacity with 
the closure of the Leeds tank 
factory with the loss of 600 
jobs. 
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US bank tops 
merger league 


f 


MORGAN STANLEY Dean 
Witter has become the first 
American investment bank to 
top the UK mergers' league ta- 
bles, confirming the dramatic 
inroads that big American 
houses have made into the 
British market over the past 12 
months. 

The bank advised on 11 deals 
worth £2A2bn in 1996 in what 
was a recordhbreaking year for 
UK merger and takeover activ- 
ity, according to the final annu- 
al league table published 
yesterday by Acquisitions 
Monthly, the specialist maga- 
zine. 

More than £90bn worth of 
deals were struck in the UK last 
year overtaking the record set 
in 1995 when the merger total 
reached £67.7bn. In volume 
terms 1998 was the most active 
year for deals since 1988. 

Schroders 'among the dwin- 
dling band of independent UK- 
owned houses, came a dose 
second in terms of value of 
deals done, with Goldman 
Sachs, Morgan Stanley's arch- 


By Andrew Garfield 

Financial Editor 

US rival, taking third place 
with $l2.4bn to its credit 
Lazards. which took the top 
slot in 1997, came fourth while 
NM Rothschild came ninth. 

Hers de Montfbrt, the head 
of Morgan Stanley’s UK advi- 
sory business, said yesterday 
that the firm's position was 
boosted by its role in a number 
of high-profile transactions 
such as the $45bn BP/ Amoco 
deal where it advised Amoco, 
and Commercial Union's £6.8bn 
merger with General Accident 
The group also advised 
Astra, the Swedish pharma- 
ceuticals group, in its recent 
merger with Zeneca of the UK 
Unlike Merrill Lynch and 
Credit Suisse First Boston, 
who have both improved their 
position in the past year, Mor- 
gan Stanley has built its UK 
market position organically 
rather than by acquiring the ex- 
isting franchise of an estab- 
lished British merchant bank 


First Leisure hints 
at joint ventures 



in the Italian fashion house to more than 14.5 per cent 


FIRST LEISURE, the health dub 
and disco operator run by 
Michael Grade, the former chief 
executive of Channel 4, yester- 
day hinted at passible disposals 
or joint ventures when it said it 
was “ discussing with third par- 
ties a number of strategic ini- 
tiatives" writes Peter Thai 
Larsen. 

In a vague announcement to 
the Stock Exchange. First 
Leisure said the discussions 
were at a “very exploratory 


stage" and that it was too early 
to say whether thqr would result 
in any agreement 

However, the statement 
avoided any reference of a 
takeover prompting City ob- 
servers to conclude that First 
Leisure is notin bid talks. That 
sentiment was reflected in the 
shares, which dropped 8p to 
22 4p. Analysts said First 
Leisure could be discussing 
the sale of its nightclubs or its 
health and fitness chibs. 




IN BRIEF 

Steady progress 
at EquStas 

EOUTTAS, the reinsurance 
v4pcle set up to run off 
£35bn of past liabilities at 
Lloyd’s of London, reported 
steady progress yesterday 
for the half year to 
September 30. Liabilities 
were reduced to £11.5bn after 
Equilas paid £767m in claims. 

Euribor trade up 

TRADE IN Euribor contracts 
on Life, London's futures 
exchange, soared yesterday, 
a development seen as 
confirmation that the 
Brussels Euribon not tbe 
London Euro Liboi; would 
become the benchmark 
money market rate. More 
thyn 12,000 Euribor contracts 
were traded on Life, 15 
times the typical daily 
volume, after four big trading 
switched to the new 
extract. By contrast, only 
T^Euro Libor contracts 
were traded on Liffe. 

Rentokil buys 

rentohl initial 
yesterday announced eight 
acquisitions totalling £3 7m in 
pash, which will between 
them add £49m to annual 
turnover They indude two 
textile services companies, 
Adrett in Germany and the 
SI per cent of BTMF in 
Finance that is not already 
owned. It has acquired five 
smallish security businesses, 

three in the UK, one in the 

Netherlands and one in 
Canada. The final acquisition 
is the Initial Staffing 
franchise in CincinattL 

Insurance deal 

ACE, the Bermuda-based and 
New York-listed insurance 
group, has agreed to buy ae 
international and domestic 
property and casualty 
insurance businesses of _ 
Gena for $3.45ta <f2.12bn)m 
cMk Hie acquisition wiu be 
faSnced partly from cash 
reserves and parity fro® “ ew 

equity, debt and convertible 
securities. The domestic 
business indudes farther 
daims on Cigna’s now 
discontinued pollution 
insurance policies. 


A horrid week for 
Monsieur Beylier 


so AU revoir then, Philippe 
Beylier, who resigned as chief 
executive of Aijo Wiggins 
Appleton, the world’s biggest 
maker of fine writing paper 

The Anglo-French maker of 
fax and fine-art paper is split- 
ting the business into three 
divisions, each of which w01 be 
managed by its own chief 
executive and board, so Mr 
Beylier won’t be replaced. 

Kenneth Minton, a “hands- 
on” manager who left the 
chemicals company Laporte 
to become Aijo’s nan-executive 
chairman in November 1997, 
will become executive chair- 
man of the overall group. 

Mr Beylier was far from the 
usual image of the French busi- 
nessman as product of the elite 
grande icoles. A colleague 
describes him as “a solid com- 
pany man born and bred" who 
built up the French merchant- 
ing business of Arjamari-Prioux 
before it merged with its British 
rival, Wiggins Teape, and the 
American company Appleton. 
The fatterbusinesses were de- 
merged from BAT as part of the 

strategy to defeat Sir Jimmy 

Goldsmith's hostile bid for tbe 
tobacco giant in 1989. 

This hasrffcbeen a good week 
for the Frenchman. A graduate 
of Harvard Business School 
and keen skieq Mr Beylis is 
also a fan of Stade Francais of 
Paris, one of the strongest 
rugby union sides in Europe. 
Slade Francais were knocked 
out of tbe European Cup an Sat- 
urday by unfancied Ulster At 
least be won’t have to keep 
co mmu ting from Pans to Aijo’s 

UKoffice in scenic Basingstoke. 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


Mr Cooklin has been a 
familiar figure on the retail 
scene for 30 years. He joined 
Signet six years ago from the 
Burton Group, where he was 
chief executive. He joined the 
merts suit chain in 1970 and was 
a dose associate of the group's 
long-time fanner boss, Ralph 
“Five Times a Night" Halpern. 

Mr Cooklin takes over at an 
interesting time for Thom. It 
demerged from EMI in 1996, 
but Radio Rentals was hit by 
damaging litigation in the US, 



ping cheap lewenery w 

Rentals. Mr Coobfin, 53, is step- 
ping asi<te as chief executive of 

UK jewellery at Signet Group, 
Gerald Rainer's old retail 
chain, to head up television 

and radio retailer Thorn. 

if anas tanking C0 


recruit a successor: but mean- 
while chairman {a™®® 

McAdam would head the UK 


Laurence Cooktzn: Moved 
from jewellery to radios 

sending the shares south. Guy 
Hands of Nomura pounced in 
September; taking the group 
private for £S80m. 

Incidentally, Mr Cookhn’s 
eyebrows have often been com- 
pared by colleagues to those of 
Chris de Burgh, the 
singer/songwriter. Readers 
may judge for themselves. 

CREDIT SUISSE has removed 
its subsidy to the staff canteen 
in its Canary Wharf head office 
in London, leaving several 
thousand staff to pay more far 
their prawn sarnies. The belt- 
tightening move, prompted by 


last year’s turmoil in financial 
markets, has provoked mutters 
of discontent amongst the 
investment bank’s employees. 
One employee complained to 
management only to be told: 
“Oh yes, welt at least we’re not 
passing on the cost of the 
premises." 

THEWbfverbampton & Dudley 
Breweries, which reeentty 
launched a hostile bid for rival 
Marston Thompson & Ever- 
shed only to be met by a “Pac 
Man” defence in the form of a 
counterbid, has hired two big 
hitters to beef up its top exec- 
utive team. 

Martin Wfamack comes in as 
trade sales director after a 20- 
year career with Whitbread, 
where he was for the last cou- 
ple of years marketing director 
for Whithread Inns. 

Christian Reeve will join 
Waives later this month from JD 
Wetherspoon, the family pub 
compaqy where he has been di- 
rector of retail operations for ax 
years. 

Mr Reeve will become 
Waives' director of retail con- 
cepts, which include pub 
“brands" such as Varsity Tap 
House and Poachers Pockets. 

JAMES CROSBY is ringing toe 
change s at Halifax, where he 
replaced Mike Blackburn as 
chief executive on 1 January. 
Gary Marsh, who has been 
heed of corporate affairs for the 
past four years, is moving into 
consumer credit and retail 
banking, where he will become 
head of products. 

“I started out as an econo- 
mist for Halifax on toe re- 
search and pfanm' ng side when 
I joined in 1982," he recalls. 
“Then I started to comment on 
house prices for toe media, 
which led to the communica- 
tions job. Now they've decided 
I’ve got to get xny hands dirty, 
helping to run the business." 

~ Halifax has created a new 
corporate cftmiymwtaatk ins role 

for Shane OTtiordain, poached 

from Robert Fleming, the in- 
vestment bank 
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Profit warnings 
take their toll 
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ANOTHER ROUND Of profit 
warnings eroded stock martet 
confidence. Although corpo- 
rate action, real and ru- 
moured. should have been 
strong enough to keep shares 
on their toes. Footsie ended 
51.4 points down at 6.033.6. 

Imperial Chemical in- 
dustries. once the bellwether 
of Britain’s industrial health, 
now one of the index's Cin- 
derella constituents, bucked 
the trend. 

The shares enjoyed a late 
run, climbing 27p to 5l3.5p, 
with talk of US interest excit- 
ing the market 

At least one leading trans- 
atlantic investment house 
was said to be keen on the 
shares, prompting specula- 
tion that a predatory strike is 
planned. 

1C1 has been reshaped, but 
the exercise has not gone 
smoothly. Last spring the 
shares hit 1,2-Hpasthe market 
anticipated a smooth transition 
from bulk to speciality chemi- 
cals. The group has since had 
a torrid time, with its failure to 
clinch sales of unwanted op- 
erations causing concern 
about its debt mountain. 

It was another busy ses- 
sion, with share turnover top- 
ping 12 billion. At one time 
Footsie was up 55.3 but the 
flow of unsettling trading 
statements and then a weak 


ASK CENTRAL, the latest 
Kaye family restaurant 
venture which lifted its 
chain from 30 to 50 last 
year and plans to open 
another 20 this year, 
firmed 5p to 372.5p. It 
enjoyed good festive 
trading. Interim profits 
were sharply higher and 
the market is looking for 
£3.7m for the year just 
ended against £2m. Ian 
Berry at stockbroker 
Beeson Gregory expects 
£5.4m for this yean 


New %rk display took their 
tolL Supporting indices weak- 
ened and Government stocks 
incurred falls of up to 45p. 

Allied Domecq, the pubs 
and spirits group, lead the re- 
treat The long-time under- 
performing blue chip once 
again disappointed its 
followers as it rolled out a prof- 
its warning, blaming poor pub 
sales and slack demand in 
Latin America. The shares 
led Rxrtsie lower with an 8L5p 
f after 9Z5p) fall to 516p. 

, , The Allied shockwaves 
jypwere feltat Bass, down 74.5p 
at 805p, and Scottish & New- 
castle, 25J>p at 71 3p. 

The Old English Pub Co 
increased the brewers' droop 
when it announced disap- 
pointing sales, blaming, 
among other influences, the 
flu bug The shares, although 
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ABN Amro is thought to be 
holdings its year’s profits fore- 
cast at £9.1m, fell 48p to 262J>p. 

Kingfisher produced a 
comfortable trading state- 
ment but the shares fell 25p to 
624-Sp: JJB Sports slumped 
3&5p to 249p after warning 
profits would be towards the 
lower end of estimates, say 
£4lm, against hopes of £48m. 

On the under-card, trading 
comments became increas- 
ingly cautious. Furniture 
maker Cornwell Parker 
dipped 5p to 57 Jp on a profits 
warning and Riva, a software 
group, plunged up to 2lp after 
saying profits would be around 
£700,000, down from £l3m. 

Scottish Highland Hotels, 
down 4_5p at 80.5p, was anoth- 
er casualty of downbeat com- 
ments. Chemical group Ellis & 
Everard also joined the trad- 
ing gloom, falling I75p to 201p. 

But fashion discounter 
Mata! an added 17p to 369.5p 
after offering a round of 
Christmas trading cheer, and 
Dixons, figures today, surged 
a further 33p to a 9i4p peak. 

On the corporate front Gen- 
eral Electric Co was again to 
the fore, up 15p to 564p, on 
French reports that it could 
agree a merger with Thomson- 
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CSFbythe end of the month. 
Vickers shaded 25p to 164J>p 
after confirming rumour* of a 
tank link with the state owned 
French group, Giat 

First Leisure Corpora- 
tion also confirmed it was in 
talks, althou gh ft seems a hid 
is not on the agenda and the 
shares fell 8p to 224p. 

Airtech. an electronics 
group, is in talks which could 
involve a merger and the 


shares added 8p to 35.5p; 
Dudley Jenkins, a mailing list 
supplier; jumped 675p to 560p 
after signalling a possible 
680p offer, and IT company 
Division, confirming an ap- 
proach, hardened Ip to 33p. 

Wolverhampton & Dudley 
Breweries, defending a Fac- 
Man attack from Mars ton 
Thompson & Evershed, fell 
25pto465p; Marstontost6pto 
291J>p. 

Mirror, the newspaper 
publisher; firmed 3p to 169p on 
suggestions of institutional 
pressure for a merger with 
Trinity, the provincial news- 
paper produces up 10.5p to 
439p. 

Tesco, 9.5p stronger at 
185.5p, was supported by 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
comments, but British Air- 
ways failed to hold an early 
gain, ending 6p off at 39&5p 
after HSBC, bearish for five 
years, decided the shares 
were oversold. The airline 
has been hit by a barrage of 
profit downgradings and the 
failure of its link with Ameri- 
can Airlines to materialise. 

Coca-Cola Beverages was 
flat, off 3p at U2p,asCSFBcut 
its price target from 165p to 
I40p. Lasmo. in talks with En- 
terprise Ofl, gave up 2p to I04p 
although Salomon Smith Bar- 
ney put a I70p target on the 
shares. 


SHARES OF Environmental 
Property Services, the 
property services arm of 
the old Dean Corporation, 
are riding at an 8.75phigh 
but are still undervalued, 
says stockbroker Iteatber 
& Greenwood. 

Outsourcing of property 
maintenance is a growth 
area and analyst David 
Thylor says EPS is well 
placed to grow. Profits tor 
1999 should be around 
£].52m with £I.72m next 
yean 


Shire Pharmaceuticals 
rose 29p to 455p following a US 
investment presentation and 
K5 Biomedix slipped 3p to 
296 Jip after duly reporting 
positive trials on its osteo- 
arthritis treatment 

Alba, a domestic appliance 
group which is Britain's 
largest supplier of televisions, 
gained 3p to I89p after Hen- 
derson Crosth waite said buy 
suggestin g profits of £115m 
this year and £16m next 
Property group Greycoat 
held at l90pL Defence? Estates 
has lifted its stake to almost 13 
percent Versatile; duly con- 
firmed it may sell off its spe- 
cialist glass painting business 
and hardened 0-25p to ip. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L2bOHon 
SEAQ TRADES: 77,273 
GILTS INDEX: 115.17 -<L81 


Pace Micro 
Technology 

THE HEADLINE on an article 
on Pace Micro Technology on 
Monday should have read 
“Digital TV shifts Pace into 
the black” , rather than into 
the red. The article also 
mistakenly reported the 
company's post-tax profit as 
its pre-tax profit Pace's 
profits were in fact £8 3m 
fpefore tax for the six months 
Ob* the end of November. 

Amec upbeat 

AMEC, the engineering , 
construction and 


IN BRIEF 


development group, and 
Aggregate Industries, the 
building materials and 
merchanting group, both did 
their best to reassure the 
City yesterday with positive 
trading statements. Peter 
Mason, group chief executive 
of Amec confirmed that toe 
trading outcome for the year 
just ended would be in line 
with market expectations. 

The group’s cash position 
remains strong, even after 
buying back 10 per cent of its 
convertible preference shares 


over the last 18 months. The 
overall £3bn order book has 
been maintained at the level 
of last yean and specialist 
services have increased 
orders by 18 per cent The 
shares fell 23p to 177p. 

Peter Torn, group chief 
executive of Aggregates, 
confirmed that in spite of a 
poor third quarter, 
performance in the second 
half of 1998 was satisfactory 
and trading ended the year 
on a firm note. Annual 
savings of £13m have been 
achieved as a result of toe 
merger with CAMAS in 1997. 
The shares shed 03p to 69p. 


Investment: Sports retailer disappoints with warning on full-year profits 

JJB runs into trouble 

quashes 
fears on 
merger 


after acquiring rival 


By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 


JJB SPORTS, the sports retailer; 
further disappointed investors 
yesterday when it issued a 
downbeat trading statement 
which included a warning on 
fuQ-year profits. The main prob- 
lem has been Sports Division, 
the rival sports chain acquired 
for £290m in September. 

In the seven weeks to 9 Jan- 
uary, sales in the Sports Divi- 
sion stores fell by 16 per cent 
on a Eke-for-like basis com- 
pared with the same period last 
year. This was worse than ex- 
pected and compared with an 
improved performance at toe 
JJB stores, where same-store 
sales rose by 7.4 per cent in the 
same period. 

Sports Division's problems 
are the same as those reported 
at the company's interim re- 
sults in October, namely a 
shortage of new-season stock 
and the elimination of discount 
and clearance sales. The chain 
has also been up against tough 
comparisons last year; when it 
spent over £lm on advertising. 

JJB said it now expects 
group profits in toe year to Jan- 
uary to be towards the lower 
end of market expectations of 
£40m-£48m. The news disap- 
pointed analysts, who pointed 
out that the enlarged JJB 
Sports is now worth little more 
than the £290m it paid for 
Sports Division in September: 
That deal was part-funded by a 
rights issue priced at 440p per 
share. Yesterday the share 
price gave up earlier gains to 
slide 383p to 249p. 

JJB is suffering from the 
problems that have gripped 
the sports retail sector since 
last spring, when Sports Divi- 


JJB SPORTS: AT A GLANCE 


Market va lue:E3l im. share price 249p (-38.5p| 


Rue year record 

9A 

95 

96 

97 

98 

Turnover (Em) 

43.3 

61.3 

89.6 

131 

204 

pre-tax profits (£mj 

4.6 

7.6 

12.9 

20.2 

34.2 

Earnings per share (p) 

4.1 

6.2 

9.2 

14.4 

25.4 

Dividends per share (p) 

- 

1.1 

2.9 

4.5 

6.7 


Like for like sales growth 

by format. % 

-20 -15 -10 -5 0 5 10 


JJB 

Sports 


Sports 

Division 



Lj 

50 weeks 
to 10 J3n 

□ 

7 weeks 
to 9 Jan 



94 95 96 97 98 



sion was forced to pufl its £350m 
flotation. The boom in high- 
margin replica football kit has 
cooled, consumer spending has 
weakened and the sector is 
suffering from chronic over- 
capacity, with all the major 
players committed to extensive 
opening programmes. 

John Richards, retail analyst 
at BT Alex. Brown, said: 
“TVading has pricked up in the 
pre-Christmas period but over 
capacity is still a problem." 
JJB has scaled back its store 
opening programme but still 
opened 36 new stores, mostly in 
its larger superstore format, 
last year. 

The group has also agreed 
terms on 28 new stores in the 
coming year The company con- 
cedes that there are too many 
high street sports shops but be- 


lieves its out-of-town super- 
stores are a potential winner. 

The stock issue at Sports 
Division will have been re- 
solved in the next few months. 
The company is converting the 
superstores to the JJB format 
at the rate of two a week, with 
the plan to complete the 
process by the end of the year. 
However; the conversion of toe 
high street Sports Division 
stives could take another three 
years. 

In the replica market, JJB is 
discounting several club strips 
to boost sales. Replica kits still 
account for 14 per cent of group 
sales, down from 16 per cent a 
year ago. 

David Whelan, executive 
chairman, said yesterday: 
"There is no doubt that retail 
trading conditions have been 


David Whelan, J JB's chair- 
man, t hinks consumer con- 
fidence is slowly returning 

difficult October was a par- 
ticularly tough month and the 
Christmas trading period 
started more slowly than last 
year but accelerated right up to 
the last day before Christmas. 
Sales since then have been 
very buoyant which encour- 
ages me to think that con- 
sumer confidence is slowly 
returning." 

BT Alex. Brown feels JJB 
shares now have some poten- 
tial, having fallen so far from 
their peak. 

But SG Securities still rates 
the stock “underperform". The 
main worry is that even if con- 
sumer spending does improve, 
toe level of new store openings 
in the sports sector will con- 
tinue to undermine earnings 
growth. The going could remain 
tough. 


Tough times expected for Ellis 


ELUS & everard, toe Brad- 
ford-based chemicals and poly- 
mers distributor, yesterday 
joined the growing ranks of 
companies issuing profits 
warnings when it cautioned 
that profits would at best be flat 
in the second half as the eco- 
nomic outlook deteriorated 

The company announced a 
3 per cent rise in profits to £17m 
for the six months to the end of 
Octobec Itirnover rose fay 8 per 
cent to £3 92m, but margins 
narrowed 

Chief executive Peter Wood 
warned that full-year profits 
excluding exceptional items 
would be broadly in line with last 
year's total of £32.1m, implying 


By Clifford German 

a fell of more than 3 per cent to 
£l5m in the second half. 

The company has taken 
immediate measures to try to 
reduce costs by consolidating 
the distribution of bulk sol- 
vents and packaged goods in 
the UK and its business in toe 
Benelux countries. This will 
create an exceptional charge of 
£l.6m in the second half and 
swallow up the £1.5m excep- 
tional profit from toe sale of the 
group’s minority interest in its 
Italian partner Novaria, which 
was announced yesterday. 

Jonathan Taylor the chair- 
man, was quick to say that toe 


company had the right strate- 
gies in place for long-term 
growth. Hie European sales 
alliance continues to attract 
new customers, suppliers and 
partners. Operating profits in 
the UK were unchanged, 
although sales were actually a 
touch lower, and prices were 
under pressure from toe au- 
tumn onwards. 

But, given that over half the 
turnover and almost half the 
profits are generated in the US 
where until the last few dgys the 
overall economic position re- 
mains remarkably optimistic, 
the outlook can no longer be 
ignored. Sales in the US rose by 
18 per cent, but this came main- 


ly from acquisitions and volume 
gains were being offset by 
felling prices. 

Analysts immediately down- 
graded forecasts for the full 
year from £34m to £32m, and 
the shares fell 175p to 20ip - 
above their low point of 166p last 
October; but well down on the 
300p-plus at toe start of 1998. 

Forecasts gfiii put earnings 
at 24.4p a share, which would 
adequately cover a repeat of 
last year’s dividend of 9.5p a 
share. But at just over eight 
times earnings, the market 
fully anticipates tough times 
ahead. Growth depends on fur- 
ther acquisitions in an industry 
ripe for further consolidation. 


By peter Thal Larsen 

TAYLOR NELSON SOFRES, the 
market research group, yes- 
terday quashed market fears 
that its year-old merger had 
run into trouble, with a confi- 
dent trading statement 

Shares in Taylor Nelson 
jumped 4.5p to 98.5p as Tony 
Cowling, Taylor's chairman, 
said the integration with 
Sofres, the French network 
which was Taylor's merger 
partner in December 1997, was 
going welL 

He added that despite a 
slowdown in some markets 
as a result of declining eco- 
nomic growth, results were 
still in line with market ex- 
pectations. 

He was speaking as Taylor 
appointed David Lowden, the 
former finance director of 
Asprey & Garrard, the jew- 
ellers controlled by Prince 
Jefri of Brunet as its new fi- 
nance director. 

Mr Lowden, 41, is also a 
former executive of AC 
Neilsen, the US market re- 
search giant which is one of 
Taylor's principal competitors. 

Yesterday's statement 
helped Taylor's rehabilitation 
in the stock market, where its 
shares have suffered over 
fears that the worldwide eco- 
nomic slowdown would hurt 
demand for its businesses. 
Last month, the shares 
touched a low of 67.75p, com- 
pared with a 12-month high of 
l44J>p. 

Taylor now pursues the 
mundane business of television 
audience research and con- 
ducting consumer panels in 30 
countries around the world - 
it recently expanded into South 
Korea and Thailand. 

The group believes that 
market research is becoming 
a global industry as multi- 
national companies increas- 
ingly award all their business 
to a single supplier. 

At the same time, Taylor is 
in toe process of abandoning 
its national structure in favour 
of global units specialising in 
toe automotive and telecom- 
munications industry. 

Analysts said they support- 
ed Taylor's strategy but were 
concerned that it remains vul- 
nerable to a slowing economy 
- two-thirds of its revenues 
come from one-off projects. 
“At about lOOp we rate toe 
shares a hold," one broker 
said yesterday. 


Kingfisher brightens retail picture 


KINGFISHER the B&Q to Wool- 
warths retail group, added a ray 
of sunshine to Britain’s gloomy 
high street sector yesterday 
wben it reported solid growthin 
Christmas sales, led by growth 
at Wbolworths and Superdrug. 

Kingfisher’s announcement 
coincided with a flurry of 
Christmas trading statements 
from retailers which suggest 
that “value-based" stores have 
fared better than their higher 
priced rivals this year as con- 
sumers tighten their belts. 

Mata! an, toe edge-of-town 
disco unt clothing group which 
typically offers branded clothing 
at discounts of up to 50 per cent. 


BY NIGEL COPE 


reported strong sales growth. 
Signet, the former Ratners jew- 
eller group, also did welL 

Louise van Blixen, retail an- 
alyst at SG Securities, com- 
mented: “If there is a trend 
emerging, it is that the dis- 
counters are doing better than 

the rest" John Richards, at BT 
A]ex_Brown added: “The gen- 
eral picture looks pretty gloomy 
and it looks as if consumers are 
looking for value.” 

Yesterday's discount suc- 
cess follows good figures al- 
ready reported by Merchant 
Retail, which runs the cut- 


priced Perfume Shops, and 
Peacocks, the privately con- 
trolled clothing discounter. 

At Kingfisher the group saw 
same store sales rise fay 32 per 
cent over Christmas. Wool- 
worths and Superdrug led the 
way with Bke-for-Bke growth fig- 
ures of 5 per cent. 

Sir Geoff Mulcahy, King- 
fisher’s chief executive, said: 
“Customers were careful with 
their money in toe run-up to 
Christmas but overall we are 
pleased with the group’s 
performance.” 

B&Q, its DIY chain, did not 
show the same improvement, 
with onty a 0.6 per cent sales 


rise against very strong sales 
tins time last yean Darty, King- 
fisher’s French electricals 
chain, and Comet performed 
moderately with same-store 
growth of 2 per cent and 0.9 per 
cent respectively. 

Matalan combined a positive 
trading statement with expec- 
tations of improved profits. It 
said full-year profits would now 
be “not less than £23zn," com- 
pared with analysts' forecasts 
in the range of £1 7.7m to £21.5m_ 

In the five weeks to 2 January 
it recorded same-store sales 
growth of 11.4 per cent on the 
same period last year 

Signet which controls toe 


H Samuel chain, showed group 
like-for-Iike sales growth of 6 J! 
per cent in the weeks from 2 No- 
vember to 24 December. 
“Group profits for the year to 
January should be somewhat 
ahead of market expectations," 
the group said. 

Signet's growth was fuelled 
by a strong performance in 
the United States, where its 
Sterling business saw sales up 
by more than 10 per cent on last 
year. The UK was more pedes- 
trian, with sales at H Samuel 
falling by 2.4 per cent com- 
pared with a I per cent rise at 
the smaller; more mid-market 
chain. Ernest Jones. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Country 

UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
Euro 
Finland 
ance 



Sterling 
Spot 

1.0000 
2.5471 
J 9.449 
57.018 
2.4611 
10.324 
1.4139 
8.4039 
9.27? 
2.7644 
.Greece 457J3 
'Hong Kong 12.635 
Ireland 1.1132 
Italy 2736.8 

Japan 162.51 
Malaysia 6.2050 
Mexico 16.471 
Netherlands 3.1 T 48 

New Zealand 2.9810 

Norway 12.116 
Portugal 283.37 
Saudi Arabia 6.116! 

2.7397 
Africa 9.8293 
Spain 235.18 
1 Sweden 12.710 
Switzerland 2.26S9 
1.6308 


1 month 3 month 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month 



2.5449 

19.428 

56.872 

2.4586 

10.503 

1.4703 

8-3823 

924B 

2.7574 

459.32 

12.629 

1.1103 

2729.8 

181.5$ 

6.3343 


_.I217 

2.7289 

9.9308 

234.57 

12.679 

2.2560 


2.5429 

19.404 

56.653 

2.4562 

10.474 

14049 

8.3501 

9-212 

2.7467 

462.88 

12.638 

1.1060 

2719.3 

180.05 

6.5351. 

3.0948 

2.9763 

12.148 

201.56 

6.1266 

2.7158 

10.0497 

233.67 

12.634 

2.2411 


0 6132 

I. 5619 

II. 927 
34.964 
1.5092 
6.4535 
M534 
5.1534 
5.6854 
1.6952 

280.38 

7.7483 

0.6826 

1678.2 

11132 

3.8050 

10.1000 

1.9100 

0.5471 

7.4296 

173.77 

3.7505 

1.68O0 

6.0275 

144.21 

7.7937 

1.3895 

1.0000 


0.6138 

13621 

II. 925 
34.908 
13091 
6.4470 
1.1552 
5.1451 
5.6763 
1.6925 
281.93 
7.7518 
1.4673 
16753 

III. 44 
33380 

1.9070 

1.8283 

7.4496 

173.48 

3.7575 

1.6750 

6.0955 

143.98 

7.7822 

1.3847 


0.6144 

I. 5623 

II. 921 
34.806 
1.5091 
6.4350 
1.1586 
5.1301 
5.6597 
1.6875 
28438 
7.7648 
1.4716 
1670.6 
110.62 
4.0150 

1.9014 

1.8286 

7.4634 

172.90 

3.7640 

1.6685 

6.1743 

J43.56 

7.7617 

13769 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Denar Country 


Czech Rep 
Egypt 
Ghana 
Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigeria 


1.6308 

1.974B 

13.502 

50.044 

5.5B47 

3824.1 

3S2.03 

69.388 

13127.5 

0.4933 

150.03. 


1.0000 

1.2110 

82795 

30.688 

3.4246 

2345.0 
215 87 
42.550 

8050.0 
0.3025 

92.000 


Oman 

Pakistan 

PWlllpines 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAE 


Sterling 

0.6278 

82.108 

61.561 

5.7443 

5.9351 

37670.3 

7316.1 

52.385 

59.278 

526406 

53889 


Euro 

0.7073 
1.8014 
13.7603 
40340 
1.7406 
7.4431 
1.0000 
53457 
6.5596 
13558 
32338 
83364 
0.7876 
1936.27 
129.077 
4.3885 
11.6488 
2.2037 
2.1083 
8.5689 
200.48 
43256 
13376 
63518 
166.3 86 
8.9889 
1.6026 
1.1534 


Dollar 

0.3850 

50350 

37.750 

3.5225 

3.6395 

23100.0 

1175.00 
32.123 
36350 
322800 
3.6725 


UK 

Base 6.00% 

European Central Bank 
O/N Marginal 3. 2 5% 

O/N Faculty 2.75% 

Repo 3.00% 

Canada 

Prime 6.75% 


INTEREST RATES 

Discount 

5.25% 

RepofAve] 

3.40% 

Denmark 


Japan 


Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.00% 

Fed Funds 

5.00% 




Sweden 


1 BOND YIELDS [ 

Country 3m£h 

chg 

i W 

dig 

2 yr dig 

5 jr dig 

10yr chg 


0.03 

4.64 

-0.03 

4.86 0.01 

5.05 0.01 

S.29 -0.04 

Belgium 3.06 

0.00 

3.00 

0.00 

3.02 om 

3.32 -0.01 

4.00 0.02 

Canada 4.6i 

-0.04 

4.86 

-0.02 

4.7 B -0.04 

4.89 -0.04 

5.03 -0.04 

Euro 3.19 

0.00 

3.12 

0.00 

2.98 -0.03 

3.31 -0.03 

3.82 -0.02 

France 3.19 

0.00 

2.95 

0.02 

3.04 0.00 

3.30-0.04 

3.88 -0.02 

Germany 3.19 

0.00 

3.12 

0.00 

2.97 -0.04 

324 *0.04 

3.77 -0.03 

Italy 2.49 

0.00 

2.17 

0.00 

3.13 0.01 

3.40-0.01 

337 -0.03 

Japan 026 

0.0! 

0.39 

0.00 

0.61 0.00 

121 0.01 

1.82 -0.10 

N lands 3.19 

0.00 

3.12 

0.00 

3.07 0.00 

3.30-0.02 

3.90 -0.01 

Spain 3.05 

0.00 

2.90 

0.00 

3.05 -0.04 

3.46 0.16 

3.97 -0.03 

Sweden 3.61 

-0.02 

3.37 

0.02 

3.41 0.02 

3.61 0.02 

4.09 -0.01 

Sland 1.36 

0.03 

1 .W 

0.02 

1.63 0.01 

1.98 0.00 

2.54 -0.01 

UK 5.50 

0.00 

5.4g 

-0.01 

4.79 0.02 

4.44 0.06 

4.36 006 

US 4.36 


4.34 

~ 

4.67 ... 

4.69 ... 

4.85 

MONEY MARKET RATES 


OvenlgM 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 1 year 


BkJ Offer 

EM Off* BU Offer 

Bd Offer BU Offer BU Offer 

Treasury BUls 




5.77 5.67 

5.60 5.50 


LBOR 



6.06 6.06 

6.14 6.14 

5.92 5.92 5.65 5.65 5.455.45 

Domestic Depos 

5.00 5 25 

6.06 594 

6.09 7.03 

5.75 6.75 5.56 6.50 5.38631 

EurosterfngDepS 

6.006.13 

6.00 6.13 

6.03 6.09 

5.84 5.78 5.59 5.56 5.345.34 

Eflgfble Bank Bits 




5.83 5.73 

5.65 5.55 5.40 5 30 

SrerfingCOs 




6.08 6.00 

5.75 5.67 5.49 5.39 5.3452* 

Eurodollar CDs 




496 

4.90 4.95 


EuroUbor 



322 322 

321 321 

3.19 3.19 3.15 3.15 3.123.12 

wwM.bloomberg.com/uk 

Source: Bloomberg) 


L1FFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Esr floor 


Contract 


Settlement tflgti 

Low 

volume 

Interest 

Long Gut 

Mar-99 

1 18.73 

11924 

118.45 

44902.00 

105058.00 

5 Yr GUt 

Mar-99 

108.71 




63 00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

116.33 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

114.28 

114.30 

113.75 

13857.00 

38130.00 

Japan GoffBd 

Mar-99 

130 57 

130.62 

130.30 

2071.00 

... 

3MthSiertng 

Mar-98 

94.50 

94.51 

94.48 

21579.00 

183866.00 


Jun-99 

94.93 

94.96 

94.89 

23002.00 

194761 00 

3Mdi Euromartt 

Jan-99 

96.83 

96.82 

96.82 

460.00 

22043.00 


Feb-99 

96 88 

... 

... 

.. 

325.00 

3MdiEumRra 

Mar-99 

9691 

9691 

96.88 

1161.00 

241902.00 


Jun-99 

97.07 

97.06 

97.05 

372.00 

66229 00 

3 Mtfi Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.33 





3 Kiri Euroswbs 

Mar-99 

9B.56 

98.56 

98.47 

11090.00 

65222.00 


Apr-99 

98.46 

98.46 

98.38 

5459.00 

39016.00 

3 Mth Euro Liter 

Jan-99 

96.82 

._ 


.. 



Feb-99 

96.87 





F15E100 

Mat-99 

6053.00 

6170.00 

6045.00 

28829.00 

174441.00 


LIFFE FTSE 

100 INDEX OPTION 


SeafcmaEMcB 6033.60 






Jm 



Feb 

Mar 

Apr 


Series 

5950 

6000 

6050 

6100 


Call impttjl Put imp vw Call Put Cad Put 

260 24 5 34 450 125 550 220 

225 27 10 30 425 141 512 233 

160 34 9 26 388 153 478 249 

167 26 9 25 351 166 447 280 


ENERGY at ijopm 


Call Put 
656 315 
616 325 
577 336 
539 348 


Brent Cmde(S/barre|)Gas aH(S/rarme) WT1 Cruder S/banefl Pradueo(5Ao«te) 
PE Last* Chg \M r£ dose Og Vd NVH laar Chg SpocdFNWEur 

Frt> 1 1.74-0.31 12609 Jan 1O9.5P-T50 6957 Feb 1109 -0.33 Gasoline 95 125.50 

Mar 1 1 .550 3320206 Fit 106 004.751 3321 Mar 13.13 -0.31 Naphtha 106.00 

Apr 11.6V0LH 3136 Mar 109 00-4 25 4328 Apr 1320 -028 Gasoil "400 

May 13.30 -0.26 Fuel 04 (33^6)65^0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES AT 5:30PM 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHGVTD 

Index 

1970-100 

139.23 

-0.81 

-0.58 

21526 

-35.32 

Agncuttvral 

1970=100 

1B5S9 

■0.97 

•0.52 

231.23 

-19.56 

Energy 

1983-100 

6683 

-0.72 

-1.51 

85.86 

-45.47 

bid Metals 

1977-100 

129.07 

0.10 

0.08 

168.79 

-2106 

lives Lock 

1970-100 

154.57 

3-95 

2.62 

19103 

-19.09 

Prec Metals 

1973=100 

383.77 

-5.59 

-1.44 

463.54 

-1721 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 

Cash Chg 

3 month 

chg 

ucmfe 

chgx 

Aluminium HG 

1253 

1254 3.00 

1258 

1259 

3 

648200 

3700 

Aluminium Alloy 

1035 

1040 

1066 

1068 

-2 

96040 

160 

Copper A 

1470 

1471 16.50 

1496 

1497 

16 

603200 

400 

Lead 

495 

496 -16.00 

496 

497 

-8 

106300 

-175 

Mdud 

4510 

4520 -50.00 

4575 

4585 

-50 

657D6 

■78 

Tin 

5135 

5145 40.00 

5120 

5130 

35 

8340 

-70 

3K 

937 

938 -5.50 

956 

957 

-5 

315900 

22 5 

» PRECIOUS METALS 

pm fta/S per oz , . pm Rr/£ per o* 

Day's Year’s . Days 


Coins (S) 



ChgCrifi 

Year s 

__Chg_ 




eng 


8.55 


Platinum 358.50-1 -00 -2.50 Platinum 219.80 0.80 -3.85 Krug'rands 289.91 

Palladium 3(600 0 00 90.00 Palladium 193.75 1.25 53.75 5ns 67.97 

Silver 5.36 0.10 -0.(9 51m 3.29 0.09 -0.13 NoWes 386.05 

Gold 28980- 1.35 10.90 Maple Leaf 29126 -7.99 


AGRICULTURAL AT 5:J0P.VI 


Cocoa 

Coffee 

Barley 


Potatoes 

Soya Beans* 

UFFE E/lonnc 

UFFE 5/ tonne 

UFFE 

ETrarme 

UFFEE/ronne 

CBOT S/Sh 

Mar99 932.00 

1*1991791.00 

MSB 

78-25 

MUS9250.00 

Apr99 53600 

May99 951.00 

Mar991 763.00 

Mar99 

79.75 

Apr99 316.00 

May99 539.50 

Jul99 970.00 

May991 706.00 

May99 80.50 

May99 336.00 

Jun99 545.25 

UoJ: Q 

Vol: 0 

Vol: 

0 

vol: 0 

Wot 0 

White Sugar* 

Freight 

Wheat 


Corn* 

Lge Potatoes 

LIFFE Silmc 

UFFE SlWttp 

UFFE ! 

S/tonc 

CBOT CentsAxhl 

An S/35kkg 

Mar99 252.50 

Jan99 790.00 

Jan99 

76.00 

Mar99 218.00 

Jan99 35.60 

May99252J0 

790.00 

Mar99 

76.25 

May99 223.75 

Mar99 1935 

Ang99 249.50 

Mar99 830.00 

May99 

78.10 

JuB9 230.00 

May99 37.00 

IM: 0 

Vbl: 0 

VO t 

0 

Wot o 

Vbl: 0 


OTHER SPOTS at 


ftb Live Cattle (CV£) $/**&> 
Pet) Per* Befles (CME)$/40kb 
Mar Oraps*-te« (CTNj Vl5k to 

Pec »» (Csq SAOkb 

Mar Oats (COT) S/5V Wi 

Mar Rax (WCE) V20 m 


62-80 Mar White Mace (SAP) S/100 nt 630.00 
55-22 Jan Rubber (TCM) Y/ 5k kg 8290 

101.90 Mar Cooon (ONJS'SOfcto 60.13 

Mar Crude Raftn (KLC) 5/25 m 211800 

109.00 Mar Soya Oil (CBT) S/60k lb 23.11 

333.00 Jun Wooten Y*n (106) V500k§ 1165.00 


+ 
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Basketball: ‘Superman’... ‘God’... the Muhammad Ali of his generation. Can the sport survive without its greatest t 


Jordan leaving 
haunting legacy 
with retirement 


AT THE United Center basketball 
arena in Chicago, they worship 
Michael Jordan like a god. The sta- 
dium would not have been built 
without him and without his extra- 
ordinary, record-breaking feats with 
the Chicago Bulls. 

Jordan was the man who, more 
than any otheq dragged the Bulls out 
of obscurity and transformed them 
into the most electrifying team in the 
history of basketball. 

He has become the most in- 
stantly recognisable name in Amer- 
ican sports, the Muhammad Ah' or 
Babe Ruth of his generation. A stat- 
ue in the arena carls Jordan the best 
there ever was and the best there 
ever will be - a piece of hyperbole 
that few would disagree with. 

But now, it seems, the Bulls -and 
the world- will have to learn to live 
without him. After months of ru- 
mours, compounded by a bitter six- 
month labour dispute that wiped out 
the first part of the new basketball 
season, Jordan has decided to 
announce his retirement 

The news was widely leaked by 
friends and associates who have 
been hoping against hope for 
months to persuade him to stay for 
another season or two, and the of- 
ficial confirmation is expected to 
come in a news conference in Chica- 
go as early as today. 

The reaction to his decision could 
only be described as stunned dis- 
belief. “Say it ain’t so, Mike," im- 
plored one newspaper headline. But 
even the most hyperbolic sports- 
writers - the ones who have com- 
pared Jordan to Superman and God 
himself - know that the writing has 
been on the wall for some time. 

Jordan has never hidden his wish 
to quit while he was still on top of the 
game. After 16 professional seasons, 
he has achieved all that a sportsman 
could possibly hope to achieve: lead- 
ing the Bulls to six National Basket- 
ball Association championships in 
eight seasons, including the last 
three in a row; being named Most 
Valuable Player five times; helping 
the United States pick up two 
Olympic gold medals, and - perhaps 
most significantly - becoming a 
legend in his own lifetime, a sporting 
phenomenon capable not only of 
wonting sports arenas but of driving 
entire economic enterprises and in- 
fluencing stock prices on Wall Street, 
too. 

Advancing age - he turns 36 next 
month - is probably not the only fac- 
tor The six-month NBA lock-out, 
that revolved around salaries for star 
players like him, appears to have left 
a bitter taste in his mouth, as it has 
for millions of disenchanted bas- 
ketball fens. Although actively in- 
volved in negptia lions for most of the 
dispute, he distanced hims elf in the 
closing stages. 


BY ANDREW GUMBEL 

in Los Angeles 

As the stand-off was finally re- 
solved last week, Jordan was in the 
Bahamas on holiday. His team- 
mates report that he has not been 
following his usual work-out routine 
and has spent much of his time play- 
ing golf. He is also said to have cut 
a tendon in a finger; which would 
probably disqualify him for the 
belated start of the season cm5 Feb- 
ruary. 

The arguments over star salaries 
have also lit a fuse under the very 
bedrock of the Chicago Bulls. Since 
the g limmer, Jordan has been tus- 
sling with the Bulls’ chairman, Jerry 
Krause, particularly after the de- 
parture of the team’s coach, Phil 
Jackson, for an “extended sabbati- 
cal". Since only four of the Bulls’ 
players are on contract, Jordan’s de- 
parture is going to make it much 
harder for Krause to hold on to ids 
other star players - the forward 
Scottie Pippen, whom Jordan calls 
his “little brother", and the re- 
bounder Dennis Rodman. 

It is just possible that Jordan is 
bluffing, or that he will change his 
mind. After all, he has quit before. 
In 1993, after leading the Bulls to 
their first three championship tides, 


‘It was the best last 
moment in the history of 
sport. Jordan didn't retire 
at the top. He retired 
while dancing across it' 


he made the extraordinary decision 
to retire from basketball and tzy his 
luck atbasebalL 

He never made it past the minor 
league, and 18 months later he sent 
a famous telegram to the Bulls 
bearing just two words: “Tm back.” 

His first retirement appeared to 
be motivated, once again, by money 
and labour disputes. It also followed 
hard on the heels of the murder; still 
unsolved, of his father in North 
Carolina. 

This time, though, the experts are 
in little doubt that Jordan means 
business. “When he retired the first 
time, I was one of the few who kept 
saying he eventually would return," 
the columnist Lacy Banks wrote in 
yesterday’s Chicago Sun-Times. 
“But I can’t share in optimism 
this time." 

If this is indeed the end, Jordan’s 
fans wiQ be left wife a haunting mem- 
ory afhis thud act in professional bas- 
ketball: the extraordinary 18ft jump 
shot with which he clinched the 
championship for die Bulls with five 
seconds to go in the final game with 


their arch rivals, the Utah Jazz, in 
June. 

After he completed the winning 
shot, Jordan’s right arm remained 
extended in a frozen image of victo- 
ry- a moment that was widely re- 
called yesterday. “It was a moment 
become sculpture," enthused BOl 
Plascfake in the Los Angeles Times. 
“St was perhaps the best last moment 
in the history of sports... Michael 
Jordan didrft retire at the top. He re- 
tired while dancing aCTOSS it” 

As a player; Jordan was some- 
thing of a late developer In high 
school in North Carolina, he hesi- 
tated for a long time between bas- 
ketball and baseball - a hesitation 
that would affect his later career; 
too. Although he was twice named 
college player of the year; he was 
not initially believed to be quite the 
star material be turned into and 
was judged to be only the third best 
player of his year when he was 
drafted from college to the Bulls 
in 1984. 

Soon, tho qg fa , be was stunning the 
crowds with his dunk shots, his 
hand- switching, his extraordinary 
point-scoring capacity (63 points in 
a single, fabled game against the 
Boston Celtics) and his ability to de- 
liver at the crucial moment 

As he propelled the Bulls to- 
wards the top, the team drafted Phil 
Jackson as coach and Pippen and 
Horace Grant (later replaced by 
Hodman) as Mow players. By 1991, 
the most successful line-up in NBA 
history was in place, and wiped out 
the competition year after year. 

So strong was the fascination Jor- 
dan exerted that he became the dar- 
ling of advertisers, sponsors and 
merchandisers. 

Nike designed a shoe, the Air Jor- 
dan, just for him and made a fortune 
out of it He endorsed hamburgers, 
hot dogs, soft drinks, cars, airlines 
and more. When he returned to pro- 
fessional basketball in 1995, the 
share price of Nike and McDonald's 
shot up. 

In 1993 the Chicago Tribune cal- 
culated his revenue-generating abil- 
ities were worth $lbn (£600m) to the 
city of Chicago alone. Last yean fbr- 
tune magazine estimated he had 
contributed $ 10 bn dollars to the 
US economy as a whole. 

His departure will thus be a blow 
of staggering proportions. He was 
one of the few reasons fans were stffl 
dinging on to a sport that was 
Stru ggl ing with its finanw»s and its 
self-image even before the NBA 
lock-out 

The Chicago Bulls may not sur- 
vive his retirement, and the rest of 
the league is trembling too. As a 
Chicago fan told an overnight radio 
call-in, nobody is indispensable, but 
Michael Jordan might just be the ex- 
ception to that rule. 



Michael Jordan dragged the Chicago Bolls from obscurity into die most electrifying team in the history of basketball 


School helps Martin- Jenkins to grow up 


THE NAME is big enough in every 
sense of the word to be a burden. 
The late Jim Laker gently poked fun 
at it when he said: “There are a lot 
of people in the field of cricket 
broadcasting these days, there’s 
Christopher Martin-Jenkins to 
name three of them." 

But the 23-year-old Robin Martin- 
Jenkins is not bothered. “I would 
never dream of dropping the Mar- 
tin hyphen bit," he said. “If anything 
it has helped me rather than hin- 
dered my progress over the years. 
As I was going through the ranks of 
schoolboy cricket and then later in 
trials with Sussex I would get looked 
at more than the other boys, because 
people were interested in the name. 
But 1 have still had to come up with 
the goods. It is not the name that has 
got me where I am." 

At least Robin’s cricket career is 
not going to be one long comparison 
with that of his father Christopher 
is once removed from the profes- 
sional world his son, a right-hand bat 
and right arm fast-medium bowler, 
has just entered with Sussex. “My 
father is. not a bad batsman," said 
Robin, who like his old man, the 
Daily Telegraph cricket correspon- 
dent and BBC Test Match Special 
commentator, plays for his dub, 
Horsham, whenever he gets the 
chance. 

“But, because he is a journalist 
and a broadcaster; while I am a pro- 
fessional cricketer I have nothing to 
live up to in ten os of playing the 


New faces for 1999: Durham Academy has sharpened ag-roung 
skills and frame of mind of Sussex cricketer. By David Llewellyn 


game and matching or betteringhis 
achievements. He is not an Ian 
Botham. I feel very sorry for I jam 
Botham and other sons of famous 
sports people from that point of 
view." 

As sound as those sentiments are. 
Martin-Jenkins is already having to 
live up to his own achievements for 
Sussex, where he is beginning to 
show all the signs of turning into a 
genuine all-rounder 

He was fourth highest in his 
county's first-class batting aver- 
ages at a shade under 30, and he 
proved with a couple of Champi- 
onship haft-centuries that he can hit 
the ball He is correct; but not afraid 
to go for his shots. 

His fast medium bowling - and 
the occasionally wickedly quicker 
ball - brought him 22 wickets at 19fi6, 
in the handful of Championship 
matches his final-year studies at 
Durham University allowed him , 
With his height he can generate use- 
ful bounce, and although he strives 
for consistency of rhythm there is a 
quicker delivery that can catch out 
the best of batsmen. 

- Indeed, hisbowfing looks to be the 

real thing. A careerhest 7 for 54 
against Glamorgan was a match- 
winning performance late last sum- 
mer and there is excited talk, in the 


shires and in the game in general 
of him having the potential to go all 
the way to the top. 

Martin-J enkins is having none of 
it. Not surprising, ready. He gradu- 
ated with a degree in sociology and 
has a sharp enough grasp of the re- 
alities of his chosen profession. And 
anyway, he has not even been 
capped by Sussex yet, so talk of him 
succeeding for England has to be a 
touch premature to say the least 

Wr& his feet planted firmly on the 
ground, some six and a half feet 
below his head, Martin-Jenkins 
makes it clear he is under no illu- 
sions. “I need to do a full year in 
county cricket which, provided I 
am picked, should be this coming 
season," he said. 

“Traditionally coaches and the 
press get very excited when a 
youngster does well in thar first half 
year; talkingabout their potential as 
an England player onty to find a cou- 
ple of years later that they have not 
progressed. 1 just would not know. 
I need to bowl and bat against the 
best, then I will find out Right now 
I am quite happy to be underrated 
-rather-thair overrated.” When 
pushed, though, Martin-Jenkins 
admitted: “Quietly I would back 
myself to succeed." 

No one, it would seem had real- 


ly pushed him much as a youngster. 
Ftar all his father’s ability at dub 
level the pushing was to come a lot 
later in Martin-Jenkins’ formative 
years. 

He said: “My father has been a 
very big influence, encouraging me 
from the moment I first picked up 
a bat He went out of his way to make 
sure I had the best coaching around 
and tiie best opportunities. Like a lot 
of parents he has driven me all over 
the country as a youngster; taking 
me to matches and festivals. Yet he 
has never made me play cricket He 
never pushed me to go cm. It is some- 
thing that happened naturally- 

“Although we have never actual- 
ly discussed it, I think he was des- 
perate forme to make it in the game. 
One gets that impression. He is de- 
lighted when I do well and he asks 
me all sorts of questions about life 
as a professional cricketer." 

Hie push cam e to shove while 
Martin-Jenkins was in his second 
year at Durham. He became a part 
of the Durham Academy, coming 
under the harder-nosed, highly in- 
telligent influence of former Lan- 
cashire^ and England opener 
Graeme ‘Foxy’ Ebwier 

“I only reafiy benefited in my sec- 
ond year at the academy, which was 
last yean” said Martin-Jenkins. “But 


even in that short time there I felt 
much better prepared for the sea- 
son with Sussex. And I did not feel 
I was losing out in the professional 
game by being at university. In fu- 
ture people at Durham University 
will find, thanks to the academy that 
their cricket wffl not suffer They will 
come out at the end with a degree 
and their playing career should 
have progressed. 

“From a personal point of view 
Foxy has definitely helped me grow 
up in the game,” acknowledged 
Martin- Jenkins. “The academy, 
though, helps everyone to get into 
a professional frame of mind. Foxy 
is good at the mental side of the 
game, while obviously the technical 
side of coaching there is also very 
good." 

David Gilbert, now general man- 
ager at Hove, sawa huge difference 
in Martin-Jenkins. “He was harden” 
remembered Gilbert, the former 
Australian Test fast bowler “They 
brought out his competitive side. 
There was suddenly an edge to his 
game." 

He managed one Championship 
match during his Easter vacation 
vriien he scored a second-innings 63 
and had three victims in a two-wick- 
et win over Lancashire. He also has 
a modicum of success in the Sunday 
League matdT against the same op- 
ponents, although Sussex lost that 
game, winch was played under flood- 
lights. 

Martin-Jenkins is still young 
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Buckling down: Martin- Jenkins wants county career 

panning out “I took a year off ^tobucSwl-" 80 
school CRadley] and university and dole orin^nSw ^^ 
I got caught up to the excitement of nltely don'tvraS^ J ° b ** 
it alL Just to be a professional How 
tt|dEetowas_amaang.'’ he said Jenkins hastiS £ g °* 
And it would appear MIK wnSSfiSSSSS 
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J^Olazabal takes the slow route 


ABOUT THE only remaining the only man Olazabal has ever 
1 • person in golf who believes listened to about his own par- 
the sport should have an off- ticularty rapid action, 
season longer than the two- Top of the agenda was his 
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9 week Christaias and New Year 
■ break is Jose Maria OlazabaL 
V nishardto prise the Spaniard 
I away from his San Sebastian 
I bome nrthe Basque country at 
f this&neof year and it is hard- 
’ Jy a surprise that he has not 
joined the lemming-like rush 
down to South Africa for the 
start of. the 1999 European 
Tour on Thursday. 
rjf OiazabaTs season win not get 
under way until fee Dubai Clas- 
sic next month,where he will be 
! the defending champion, but he 
! cfid get bn a plane last week. It 
I was only an internal down 

; to Malaga, where he popped in 
' on the MacGregor Training 
Week to see his old coach, John 
• Jacobs. • ' 

The veteran swing guru is 


Tbp of the agenda was his 
problem driving the ball, one 
that outside observers find 
hard to detect but which caus- 
es the perfectionist inside OQie 
to find a constant source of 
grief 

“Not being able to hit the dri- 
ver properly is hard to take be- 
cause the rest of my game is all 
right,” Olazabal said. “I drove 
the ball well for four or five 
weeks early last year when I 
had some good results and 
won in Dubai hut aD of a sud- 
den it deteriorated.*’ 

Olazabal was also at San 
Roque to film a television com- 
mercial with another MacGre- 
gor player Darren Clarice. The 
gist of the conversation was: 
“I'd like to be able to drive the 
ball like you, Darren." 


Rusedski 
frustrated 
toy Kuerten 


GREG RUSEDSKI’S bad start 
to 1999 continued yesterday 
when he went out in the first 
round of the Sydney Interna- 
tional. The British No 2’s !■€, 
6-3, 6-4 defeat by Gustavo 
Kuerten was his second con- 
secutive first-round defeat in 
the opening two ATP tourna- 
ments of the year. 

Last week, Rusedski was 
beaten in his match against the 
German Bernd Karbacher in 
3$e Qatar Open, losing 4-6, 7-6, 
6-3, while his British rival. Tun 
H enman, readied the final. 

At least the Brazilian 
Kuerten is a recognised star of 
the tout with a French Open 
title under his belt, but with 
Rusedski seeded five, and 
ranked nine in the world, it was 
still an upseti 

Rusedsfca, who now goes into 
next week’s Australian Open in 
Melbourne with just two com- 
petitive matches under Ids belt 
since the end oflast season, was 
calm after his latest setback, 
however “There’s nothing to be 
negative about, nothing to be 
down about it,” Rusedski said 
“Kuerten just played a great 
match, he was just too good.” 

The US Open champion, 
Patrick Rafter was another 
otoyer who squandered the 
France of vital match practice 
before next week’s Australian 
Open when he lost 7-6, 6-1 to the 
teenager Lleyton Hewitt in the 
first round of the Sydney In- 
ternational 

Hewitt has a particular lik- 
ing for tng scalps. When he won 
the Adelaide Hardcourt Cham- 
pionships last year at the age 
of 16 he beat the former world 
No l Andre Agassi on the way. 


BY JOHN BROCK 

The young Australian 
counter-puncher managed to 
keep a rusty Rafter on the 
move throughout, forcing him 
into repeated errors, and never 
allowed the world No 4 to stamp 
any authority on the match. 
After four breaks of service in 
the opening set, Hewitt took it 
easily on the tie-break 7-L 

Hewitt was too strong for 
Rafter in the second set, rifling 
winners past the second seed 
He broke service twice to seal 
victory in 81 minutes. Hewitt 
now faces Nicolas Kiefer of 
Germany in the second round 

Rafter was a second-round 
loserto the Czech Slava Dosedel 
at the A/lpiaiHe tou rnament and 
yesterday's defeat means be 
wffl line up m Melbourne having 
'played only three matches after 
returning from a two-month lay- 
off with a knee injury. “My con- 
centration slipped. It was a little 
bit up and dawn,” Rafter said. 

Speaking of his problems 
playing in Australia - he has 
never progressed beyond the 
fourth round in seven Aus- 
tralian Opens - Rafter said “It's 
always apretiy big issue forme 
and I don’t think it will change. 
Tve always struggled at home." 

In the women’s event, the 
former women's No 1 Martina 
Hingis was in typically devas- 
tating form as she disposed of 
another promising Australian 
teenager; Alicia Molik, 6-1 6-2. 

McJik, 17, had beaten the 
world No 16 Natasha Zvereva 
in the first round after gaining 
a wild card entry. 


Even a Spanish master finds the atmosphere at the 
MacGregor Training Week in Spain conducive 
to the development of new skills. By Andy Farrell 


“And I’d love to hole as many 
putts from 15 feet as you, Jose.” 

One of the other reason why 
Olazabal thinks the majority of 
his 1998 season did not live up 
to a promising start was not 
having a proper break last win- 
ter. “I only had 16 days off be- 
fore I started practising again 
to play the early events of the 
season." he said “By June and 
July I was feeling very tired" 

The former Blasters cham- 
pion has the option to pick and 
choose his assignments. He 
also has the knowledge that he 
does not have to worry about re- 
taining his player’s card or 
chasing Ryder Cup points. 


which will come in abundance 
with a few top finishes. 

Fbr those officially invited to 
the European Tbur Training 
School the new recruits from 
the Qualifying School and the 
Challenge Tour, the same does 
not apply. Immediately on get- 
ting back from Spain ou Sunday 
John Bickerton was on a place 
to Johannesburg for the South 
African PGA. 

Bickerton. who turns 30 later 
this month, is used to a busy 
schedule. At one point last sea- 
son be played 22 consecutive 
weeks, trying to combine a lim- 
ited number of appearances on 
the main circuit with the Chal- 


lenge Torn; where he managed 
to secure his card for the real 
thing. “You have to keep going 
because you’re thinking the 
next week might be the big 
one.” 

He considered pulling out of 
the British Masters because he 
was shattered but was per- 
suaded to cany on and finished 
eighth, his best result on the 
European Ibuc Haring lost his 
card after two seasons in 1996. 
Bickerton feels more prepared 
this tune. 

“I have learnt not to set too 
many goals.” he said "In the 
past I found that obstructive be- 
cause you end up thinking 


more about the goals than just 
playing golf" 

This was Biekerton’s third 
visit to the MacGregor Week 
and though the idea is that play- 
ers do well enough never to re- 
turn - Vijay Singh became the 
first graduate to win a major 
championship at the USPGA 
last August - Bickerton found 
it just as valuable as chi his first 
visit “I would come every year 
if I was invited" he said “I can- 
not believe more players who 
have the opportunity don’t 
come. If you take away one 
thing in each aspect of the 
game, then it is worth it” 

By for the biggest draw is 
Tommy Horton’s short game 
clinics. The unrivalled No I on 
the European Seniors Tour, 
Horton is showing off new tricks 
to players who think they know 
it ad “The great thing about 
Tommy is that not only does he 






Greg Rusedski plays a backhand in his second successive first-round defeat, to Gustavo Kuerten in Sydney yesterday Clive Bnmskffl/AUsport 


Hingis, the world No 2, pro- 
duced a clinical display to beat 
MoKk in her opening match of 
the tournament She broke the 
Australian's first two service 
games on the way to a 5-0 lead 
in the first set and then pushed 
the tall Mofik around the court 
at wiD in the second to wrap up 
victory in under an hour 


“I was concentrating very 
well today and played almost 
without mistakes," said Hingis, 
who will be defending her Aus- 
tralian Open title next week. 

Spain's Conchita Martinez, 
seeded five, lost in straight sets 
to the Austrian, Barbara Schett 
The men’s world No 2, 
Marcelo Rios, dropped out of 


the ATP tournament in Auck- 
land yesterday just 46 minutes 
into his first-round match. 

A recurrence of a back injury 
which troubled him at the end 
of lastyear was apparently the 
reason for his withdrawal The 
Chilean was the top seed at the 
Heineken Auckland Open. 

Rios had won the first set of 


his matoh agains t, the Roman- 
ian Andre Ravel 7-5, but when 
he was broken in the second 
game of the second set - re- 
fusing to chase a ball on break 
point - he withdrew to the 
locker-room to receive treat- 
ment for back pain. 

In the second round of the 
Tasmanian International 


women’s event in Hobart, 
Ruxandra Dragoznir became 
the third seed to be beaten. The 
Romanian, seeded seven, had 
no answer to Grande’s big fore- 
hand and crisp volleying and 
the Italian, who has been out of 
the gam e with a back injury, 
achieved a comprehensive 6-1, 
6-3 victory. 


SPORT/21 


tell you what do to. but he can 
show you," said Bickerton. 
"There is an instant cure, while 
it takes time to work on things 
with your swing.” 

Bickerton finished fourth in 
the MacGregor Challenge at 
\felderrama, winch was won 
by Per Nyman with a 65. Jimmy 
Patina the dub’s president, 
was not present to witness this 
affront to his praised creation 
but he was apparently happier 
that only three of the 20 play- 
ers broke pan 

Jorgen Aker holed a six- 
iron for an albatross two at the 
infamous 17th, but the bole 
was only playing 450 yards and 
will be converted to a par-four 
by the time the American Ex- 
press World Championship is 
staged at the former Ryder 
Cup venue in November. 

The scientific approach to the 
game is all very well but things 



Olazabal: Tbo little rest 

can get out of hand. Mac 
O'Grady, the eccentric 47-year- 
old American who ruffled a few 
feathers when he won his card 
at the Qualifying School was not 
at San Roque, but the word Is 
that he is considering having two 

indies taken out of his legs. 
O'Grady has made a thorough 
study of the physiology of fhe 
golf swing and one of the main 
conclusions of his research is. 
apparently, that the ideal height 
for a golfer is 5ft lOin. 


Korda 
to face 
players’ 
meeting 


PETR KORDA the Australian 
Open champion, said in 
Melbourne yesterday that he 
would attend a meeting of his 
peers this weekend that is due 
to discuss his lenient treatment 
over a positive steroid test - but 
the Czech veteran promised to 
defend his title at the year's first 
Grand Slam tour namen t 

“I will stand in front of the 
players. I do not have any 
problem doing so,” Korda said. 
“I didn’t do anything wrong, so 
why I should hide myself?" 

Korda spoke as players and 
officials continued their dose 
scrutiny of his positive test for 
the harmed steroid nandrolone 
at Wimbledon last year. The 
30-year-old was stripped of the 
ranking points he earned plus 
the $92,529 (£57,360) prize- 
money he won. 

An International Tennis 
federation Appeals Committee 
stopped short of sentencing 
him to the mandatory one-year 
ban under its own anti-doping 
rules because it believed he did 
not knowingly take the drug. 

Korda said he had been 
tested many times, including 
after last year’s Australian 
Open. “1 have never knowingly 
taken or been treated with any 
banned substance," he said. 

Leading players were split 
over the controversy. 

Andre Agassi said players 
were entitled to find out the 
reasons for the positive test and 
the subsequent light penalty but 
threw his full support behind 
Korda. 

Thomas Muster, however, 
said that the ITF bad foiled to 
enforce its own rules. “The 
question is, was he guilty or 
not? Ifhe was guilty punish him, 
if not let him ga" he said. 
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Honour, defeat 
and our malaise 

Sir An American friend of 
mine rang me to make a 
point that he has made many 
times in .the past decade. As 
long as we, the British, 
^continue to welcome home 
** beaten teams as tho ugh 
there was something 
honourable and even 
creditable in defeat, then we 
are never going to be a 
nation of sporting winners. 

Over the past three 
I months the English cricket 
j team has performed feebly. 
They have shown a total lack 
of the ability to be tough and 
be real winners. After we 
had lost the Ashes I rang my 
friend in New York and 
predicted that we would win 
the next Ttest Sure enough, 
when nothing was at stake, 
we won. When are we going 
to understand that winning a 
Test match once the Ashes 
have been lost is dose to no 
achievement at all? 

Do we really believe that if 
the Ashes had been up for 
grabs the Australians would 
have lost in Melbourne? 
There were three headlines 
in The Independent 
re gar ding our latest 
ap ath etic efforts in Sydney, 
wuid the series as a whole. 
rStewarfs men earn respect 
for a courageous 
performance”; 188 all out - a 
courageous performance? 
“Honour has been salvaged.” 
How? Where? When? There 
is no honour in defeat 
“England captain has 

emerged with credit for _ 

rediscovered fighting spirit” 


Sports letters 

Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 01 71 293 2894 
or e-mail to sport@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and darity 


Just because a couple of our 
bowlers actually managed to 
live up to, or maybe even 
siightiy surpass, their 
potential does not excuse the 
rest of the team for four 
matches of under 
achievement and a total lack 
of spirit 

Delusion is a malaise that 
we, as a sporting nation, 
have suffered from for too 
long. In football we went out 
with great honour at Italia 
90, were robbed at Euro 96 
and to add insult to previous 
failure, Glenn Hoddle tells us 
that if David Beckham hadn’t 
been sent off we would have 
gone on to win the World 
Cup. How do we react to 
this? Wfe renew his contract 
In America, he would not 
have had time to board the 
plane home before being 
sacked, and rightty so. 

It is time to wake up: 
defeat is defeat Whether it is 
by me run, one goal one 
wicket or a penalty it is still 
defeat and defeat is failure. 
Ninety per cent of our 
touring cricket team should 
hang their heads in shame 
for their lack of guts, but ws 
let them off the hook by 
covering them in “honour”, 
“courage" and “fighting 
spirit". 

Surety it is time that we 
recogntsed this 
embarrassing British trait 


and did away with it We 
want to be winners and we 
want to welcome our 
sportsmen back with praise 
and honour; but they have to 
actually deserve such 
accolades. 

JOHN BATTSEK 
London 

Playing fields 
must be forever 

Sir: Fallowing our 
ignominious Ashes defeat, it 
is not surprising that so 
many armchair critics have 
the problem solved. At the 
risk of joining this mob, may 
I make a couple of 
observations. 

It is not just cricket that 
we should be concerned 
about I have been a 
governor of a number of 
schools and colleges over the 
past 25 years, during which 
there has been a worrying 
policy of flogging off playing 
fields and, indeed, school 
sites to developers. 

It will take a good number 
of years yet for many of our 
major team sports to recover 
from tiffs short-term policy of 
eating the seed corn. No doubt 
we will recover -we always do 
- but it would be nice if the 
nutters were not quite so 
profligate with our assets. 
BRIAN CLANCY 
Altrindiam,Cheshire 


Hypocrisy of 
health risks’ 

Sin Your Leader “Can it be 
right to risk your life for 
sport?” (31 December) 
would seem to accept that 
the core reason for banning 
drugs In sport - “health of 
the sportsman” - is not valid. 
I have found it strange that 
we should praise the 
courage of yachtsmen, yet 
heap ignominy on athletes, 
for taking risks with their 
health. 

I would welcome some 
debate on this dilemma. Let 
this not get side-tracked by 
references to “cheating”. 
Change the rules and you 
have no cheating, exactly in 
the same way the rules on 
amateurism were changed. 
BARRY WILLIAMS 
Hotmes Chapel, 

Cheshire 

Rich and tired - 
what a strain 

Sir. What is the world 
coming to? A fortnight ago 
the Leicester City manager, 
Martin O’Neill, was 
complaining that his 
(presumably well paid) 
players are “tired”, having 
played two games over three 
days during the Christmas 
holiday. 

Then today (7 January) 


we hear that Robbie Fowler 
has rejected a contract 
worth £35,000 a week: I 
despair... I am a nurse, 
regularty pay good money to 
watch football and players 
who wouldn’t get out of bed 
for what I earn, and am 
expected to cry into my 
cornflakes for managers and 
players alike! Get into the 
real world, fellas! 

RICHARD HUGHES 
Southwark, London 

International 
pool for referees 

Sin I wondered if Richard 
Williams (“Red mist for the 
men in black”, 31 December) 
had considered a European 
“scheme” in which referees 
could be pooled to take 
charge of games in Europe. 

Such use of officials works 
well in European 
competitions and could work 
successfully in individual 
national premier leagues. 
Following the rapid 
“internationalisation” of the 
Premiership Gn players, 
coaches, managers), I 
suggest that this route 
should be considered as well 
as professional referees. 
Such a proposal would also 
improve our own refereeing 
standards by allowing them 
more European experience. 
As a referee of 10 years 


experience, it is important to 
recognise the conservatism 
of the Football Association, 
but there is some hope that 
refereeing is beginning, 
albeit slowly, to move from 
mid-20th century postures to 
football reality of 1999. 
RICHARD SKELLINGTON 
Stonj/ Stratford, 

Milton Keynes 

No sense in sales 
policy at Palace 

Sin After Michael Owen, 
Matt Jansen is the most 
exciting young forward in 
the country. Don’t just take 
that from Crystal Palace fens 
like me: ask Peter Taylor, 
manager of the Englan d 
Under-2l team, or Four Pbur 
Two magazine, which 
recently voted him the best 
striker outside the 
Premiership. 

Jansen had the chance 
last season to join 
Manchester United but 
chose instead to come to 
Palace, despite the fact that 
relegation from the 
Premiership looked likely. 

He recently signed a new 
long-term contract, says he 
enjoys working under Terry 
Venables and has 
apparently moved into a 
new home near the dub’s 
training ground. So why on 
earth are Palace 


contemplating selling him to 
Newcastle United? 

We Palace supporters are 
a Jong-suffering lot, but the 
sale of Jansen, particularly at 
a giveaway fee of £4m, would 
be the final straw. Since last 
summer we have witnessed 
the sale of a succession of 
gpod players - Marc 
Edworthy, Dean Gordon, Neil 
Shipperiey and Bruce Dyer 
to name just four - to be 
replaced by vastly inferior 
signings. Venables might 
complain with some 
justification about a lack of 
transfer funds, but the fed is 
that he has still had plenty of 
money to spend. 

The problem is that 
money has been spent on 
players like Lee Bradbury 
and David Amsalem 
(£850,000) who are simply not 
up to the task 
SUE DONATO 
Croydon 

Varsity teams not 
in right spirit 

Sir: Is it not high time that 
toe annual Cambridge v 
Oxford rugby union match 
became more, instead of 
less, true to the spirit of 
student rugby? At the risk of 
being proved wrong by your 
correspondent Alan Watkins, 
a contemporary of mine at 


Cambridge in the 1950s, I 
seem to recall that the teams 
then were drawn mainly 
from young undergraduates, 
with only the occasional 
graduate “star" who had 
previously played at a higher 
level. The reverse seems to 
be the case today when, 
when quite a number of the 
players are in their mid- 
twenties, hail frequently 
from Commonwealth 
countries, have often already 
made their mark in club, 
national or even 
international rugby and may 
onty be at university for a 
short time to enable them to 
study for various post- 
graduate qualifications. 

It must be frustrating for 
those who have shown a 
great deal of talent at school 
or college level to realise 
that their chances of gaining 
a Blue at this sport are 
almost as unlikely as a fell of 
snow in the Sahara. 

Would it not be better for 
the respective sides to be 
picked solely from 
undergraduates between the 
ages of, say, 18 and 22? The 
spectacle for the paying 
public might not be quite so 
attractive (though that is 
debatable) but at least the 
resultant match would give 
the appearance of being a 
more gen uine contest 
between representatives of 
these two ancient 
universities. 

Incidentally, the same 
remarks could probably be 
made with regard to the 
Boat Race. 

ANDREW J WOFFENDEN 
Marpfe, 

Stodkport, Cheshire 







i: 


‘Guilty’ RFU 


told to name 


its sentence 


MORE AND more curious. No 
sooner had the controversial 
merger between Bristol and 
London Scottish hit the first of 
what could be a series of legal 
buffers than the International 
Rugby Board, which seldom 
passes up an opportunity to 
further disrupt a sport that 
already feels disrupted out, 
threw another political spanner 
into the union works. The IKB 
revealed they had found the 
Rugby Fbotball Union guilty of 
“conduct prejudicial to the 
interests of the board” - a judge- 
ment that could, in theory at 
least, have far-reaching 
consequences for the England 
national team. 

Twickenham found itself in 
the ERB dock before Christinas 
over its response to a European 
Commission complaint filed by 
the professional English clubs, 
who want to establish a raft of 
commercial rights under EC 
competition law. 

A month on, the board’s 
disciplinary committee has 
reacted its verdict, although its 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris hewett 


members were not quite bold 
pnrn igh tn impnsi» a p unishment 
for fear of finding themselves in 
the nearest civil court 
Bizarrely enough, they have 
asked the RFU to suggest its 
own sanction, to be considered 
by the board tomorrow week. 

An IRB statement accused 
the RFU of concealing details 
of its EC response, despite 
earlier assurances of “absolute 
and unqualified support”, and 
continued: “We found this 
unannounced change in atti- 
tude to be inappropriate con- 
duct that board members could 
property condemn.” Haring 
already denied the RFU £80,000 
in grant money because of the 
English dubs’ rebel matches 
with Cardiff and Swansea, the 
boari now has the choice of im- 
post a dired fine, suspending 
England from Test competi- 
tion or expelling the union from 
the mtp.mafa‘nnfll community. 


President calls for 
‘mixed race’ bias 


SOUTH AFRICA’S top rugby 
official, Silas Nkanunu, said 
yesterday that the Springboks' 
World Cup squad should be 
more racially representative 
and team selection needed to 
take into account the injustices 
of apartheid. 

Nkanunu, the first black 
president of the South African 
Rugby Fbotball Union, said he 
wanted future national teams to 
indude more black players, 
helped by a selection policy 
based on “merit with bias”. 

“Sarfu has said it would like 
to send a more representative 
team to the World Cup and 
that teams need to reflect the 
country when it leaves our 
shores," Nkanunu said. 

The squad for the World 
Cup, which starts in Wales on 
l October and the IH-Nations 
tournament a gains t. Australia 
and New Zealand, would be 
discussed at a meeting of 
Sarfu’s 13-member executive 
next month in Cape Town, 


Nkanunu said. Sarfu would also 
be talking with the three 
national team selectors in 
coming weeks about the issue, 
he added. 

The racial make-up of South 
Africa’s national rugby team 
has come under the spotlight 
after a nearly all-white team 
toured Britain late last year; 
matching New Zealand’s 
record of 17 consecutive Test 
victories. All 22 players who 
featured in the Tests against 
England, Scotland, Ireland and 
Wales were white. 

Black players were only 
seen in midweek, regional and 
club games on the British tour 
and have made little headway 
in South Africa's premier 
domestic provincial competi- 
tion, the Currie Cup, or the 
Super 12 tournament 

The Sports Minister, Steve 
Ikhwete, has already said he 
would be unable to support an 
all, or nearly all-white, squad if 
it went to the cricket W»id Cup. 


A fine is by far the likeliest 
sanction, although the RFU 
will be in no mood to pay up 
with a cheery grin. Stephen 
Baines, the IRB chief executive, 
indicated yesterday that, while 
the decision had been taken in 
aS seriousness and that the foil 
range of punishments were 
available to the board, nothing 
would be daie to jeopardise this 
autumn’s World Cup. “The 
sport continues to flourish be- 
cause of the commitment of the 
board and the membership to 
act collective^ in the best in- 
terests of the game,” he said. “It 

is my hope now that the RFU 
will renew its own commit- 
ment to that principal so that 
we can move forward together” 

That last comment would 
have been greeted by derisive 
laughter in the committee 
roams of IMcksaham, although 
the public response from the 
RFU was deafenmgty sfient. 
The union has acted on its own 
legal advice throughout this 
af&ir and the QCs will no doubt 
be in action again tomorrow 
when senior officials consider 
the judgement at a manage- 
ment committee meeting. 

Meanwhile, the extraordi- 
nary attempt by Bristol to buy 
their way back into a top flight 
from which they were relegat- 
ed last season by taking over 
London Scottish, appeared to 
have stalled last night Both 
Tony Tiarfcs, the major share- 
holder behind the financially 
fragile Exiles, and Nick de 
Scossa, the Bristol chief 
executive, were meeting with 
union and dub officials yester- 
day when news broke of a rival 
bid, tabled by London Scottish 
supporters enraged by the de- 
velopments of the last few days. 
Given that company law oblig- 
es Tiarks to consider all bids, 
the process will likely be more 
drawn out than De Scossa 
imagined. 

Along the A4 at Bath, Andy 
Robinson's fading champ ions 
received another setback yes- 
terday when the local council 
refused to grant the dub’s re- 
quest for a four-year extended 
lease arrangement at the 
Recreation Ground. Although 
Bath can play matches at their 
home ground until mid-May 
there is no guarantee that they 
will be allowed to do so again. 



The Soling World Championship fleet make an impressive sight with spinnakers billowing in the third heat in Melbourne yesterday 


Ainslie has world title in sight 


tomorrow 


Can Colin Montgomerie keep his crown for a 

SEVENTHYEAR IN SUCCESSION? ANDY FARRELL 

looks at the start of the European golf tour 


BEN AINSLIE is just two races 
away from winning the T,p$f» r 
World Championship to give 
Britain a fiying start today in the 
seven Olympic classes hol ding 
their world title regattas at Port 
Phillip Bay. The 21-year-old, 
now based in Lymington, yes- 
today doubled his lead on his 
nearest rival, the Brazilian 
Robert Schiedt, who pipped him 
for gold at the Atlanta Games. 

The quietly spoken Briton, 
who has won four races while 
Scbeidt has taken just one, 
has a 14-point overall lead on 
the Brazilian and said: “I 
thought it would be a bit tighter 
than this,” but he is not taking 
anything for granted 

Ainslie won yesterday’s first 
race and saw both Schiedt and 
the Australian Michael Black- 
burn struggle in the shifty, 
softer winds and knows he will 
need all his concentration to 
ensure he does not fall into the 
same trap. “This is the big 
one for *99, the one I want to do 


SAILING 


BY STUART ALEXANDER 
in Melbourne 


well in.” he said. And is it a step 
to tiie Olympics in Sydney next 
year? “No,” he said. “Sydney is 
still a long way off and the con- 
ditions at an Olympics will be 
so different At the moment I 
am not sailing towards Sydney, 
I am sailing each event as it 
comes. And I want to defend 
my European title in Helsinki 
at the end of August" 

Two fourths for Shirley 
Robertson in the Europe, 
added to the two wins of the 
first day were enough to keep 
her in the lead. She has a four- 
point advantage over the 
Netherlands’ Margin et Matthi- 
jsse as the current world 
champion, Carolyn Brouwer; 
languishes in 25th, haring been 
disqualified in the first race. 

And Iain Percy landed bis 
second victory of the series in 


the Finn class to stay third 
overall - he was not helped by 
a20th in the first race of the day 
- and he is the only one in the 
top 12 to have scored a win. 

The 49ers, still managing to 
capsize regularly and recover- 
ing from three brtiken masts and 
a bent boom in the squalls of 
Monday, continue their lengthy, 
12-race qualifying process, 
which should finish today. 

Britain hopes for four; 
maybe five, boats in the gold 
fleet, which then embarks on 
another 12-race series to decide 
the world champion over the 
next three days. Top of the 
British pile last night were the 
Budgen brothers, Andy disap- 
pointed at lying seventh over- 
alL “We were consistently 
average today ” he said. 

The southerly winds, blow- 
ing at seven to 12 knots, suit- 
ed the Soling trio of Andy 
Beadsworth, Barry Parkin and 
newcomer Richard Sydenham. 
“We are quick in the lighter 


stuff” Beadsworth had said, 
and so ft proved as they won the 
fourth race and pulled them- 
selves up to sixth overall. Just 
as important psychologically 
was that they regained the ad- 
vantage over British rivals 
Lawrie Smith and his 1992 
bronze medal crew of Rob 
Cruikshank and Ossie Stewart 

Smith, 14th yesterday and 
llth overall makes light of 
putting in a serious bid for his 
third Olympic place, saying: 
“The number one objective 
was to come to Australia and 
do some regattas, and to keep 
up with the game. But if we fin- 
ish in the top 10 we have the op- 
tion to carry on and, even if the 
America’s Cup' happens, we 
will probably carry on anyway. 
If everything went well we 
might even consider going for 
the Olympic team trials.” 

He did not wish to comment 
about the America’s Cup ex- 
cept to mention talks to bring 
in a major sponsor; saying: 


“Remember the primary rule. 
Where is the money?” 

Whoever wins the Soling 
Championship win have 
earned it “This is as good a 
fleet as I have ever seen," said 
keelboat coach, Bin Edgerton. 
“There are no marshmallows 
out there, no one with a soft 
centre.” With Denmark’s Stig 
Westergaard setting the pace, 
chased by triple gold medallist 
Jochen Schuemann, EdgertJ;. 
also pointed to the pate of 
1996 Finn bronze medallist and 
1998 Whitbread skipper Roy 
Heiner of the Netherlands. “He 
is running hot,” he said. 

■ Mike Golding has with- 
drawn from the Around Alone 
race as the damage to his Elm 
60ft Tbam Group 4, sustained 
while leading the race, was too 
great to allow him to com- 
plete the final two legs from 
Auckland to Charlestown, 
South Carolina. 

Results, Sporting Digest, 
page 25 


Reading man 
given key job 


HOCKEY'S CALL for a grass 
roots man with big business 
management skills appears 
to have been answered with 
the appointment yesterday of 
Richard Vtyatt as the new 
chief executive of the English 
Hockey Association. 

The 52-year-old manager of 
the Premier League club 
Reading, whose son Jonathan 
is a current England interna- 
tional and Atlanta Olympian, 
starts his new duties on l 
April 

Wyatt, a board member at 
British Aerospace Defence 
Systems who has travelled ex- 
tensively, is well aware of the 
tasks ahead. “My first six 
months will be about under- 
standing the inner workings of * 
the game and talking to as 
many people as possible about 
the issues,” he said. 

His career in the game has 
included spells at Swindon, 
and Old Tauntonians, where he 
was also coach and chairman, 
an initial period at the Rustlers 
at Reading and Sydney's 
Northern Districts, where he 
also became coach. 

He has been in charge of 
Reading for the past six years, 
during which time they have 
both won league and cup hon- 
ours. 

The EHA president, Monica 


HOCKEY 


By bill Colwill 


PickersgilL announcing the 
appointment yesterday, said: 
“We are delighted to welcome 
Richard to English hockey. 
We are especially pleased to be 
able to have found a chief 
executive with the calibre and 
experience to undertake a 
chaiiwigiwg role at this stage 
in tiie sport’s history. 

“He has a proven pedigree 
as a motivational team leader 
in a changing environment 
as well as being a skilled man- 
ager." 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Wolverhampton pnaoi ggg* ? hmd,cap < class ^.°°° 


HYPERION 

1.00 Monchania 1.30 Sotonian 2.00 Sue Me 
2.35 La Piazza 3.05 Holy Smoke 3.40 Burning 
4.10 Sudest (fib) 


GOING; Standard. STALLS; instda DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low 

■ Fbresand, left-hand, oval course 

■ Course is N of town on A44a Wolverhampton station Yn. 
ADMISSION: Club £15; Tatfereate £B (E2 off far CMP members 
of Diamond dub); Ftestourant package prtces 61750 to £3595 
hdudhg course entrance and meaL CAR PARK: frea 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRABERSc R HoOraheed 65548 ( 118*4 M Johnston 

44535 P Brans -SWT 7 fOeW. N Uttnoden 3 S 329 f 1 W%l 

■ UEADMQ JOCKEYS: S Sandora 43-3H {08*). Daan McKaown 
35389 (0*1 J Weaver 3*300 (17%1 D Hofend 3I-T» E33%1 

■ FAVOURITES 458-1432 (32%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Madaraa Maxi (34Q 


1 tJTtt PfBDE OF BRECON ( 25 ) (CO) P brans 6 T) 0 _C Coon ( 7 ) 9 

2 <2120 ALJAZ (5) (CD) Mss G Itietaray 9 9 12 WRvmG 

3 02(00 MAITEAMA £5) (D) S Bortag 0 9 9 CTbeguopJMB 

4 04005- SOXRK ROSE (33)(D) JGhen 495 A Culm 4 

5 002-0 VILLAGE NATIVE (11; (CD) KC4oan693 JTPrfcel2B 

6 05800 FEKTHERSTDItELNGH) (CD) Mn L Sddal B S 2 

Daan Mdtawn 11 

7 0C6Q3- SHARP MKT <81) D Mdrfs 4 86 J Norton B 

8 2064-4 TINKER'S SURPRBE (4) (tQJBafcfng 582 JEtiraunrteSB 

9 0403-2 SOTONIAN (HOL) (4) (CD) P Htjaffi G 8 1 — S HgMon (7) 3 
« 30040 G8SIN- EQUATION (4) (CO) J Baking 670 __N Cart* IB 

it 00030 NOBLE Minor (4) H HoMead 4 7 D PM (Urn (7) 7 

■a 0500 DWXf4)(CO) JBtttog570 J Qatar 2 B 

-12 declared - 

MMnun iwfertr 10b. True /Bodfcap Mfefft.- Nabb Patriot 7W 86k D/ca 
W4b 

BETTaiG: 7-2 Matea t d* , 5-1 Sotonta, 5-1 Pride 01 Brtdor. “PtWer'i 8m- 
priaa, 8-1 Njat, NoMe PtertoL to-1 VMage Kattn, Stop Dyce, i*-i 
often 


> « I MALIBU MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 3YO 6 f 

00- ABLE PETE (83) 0 CoagriMl 9 0 TWMtanal 

6002- AVENGI NG ANGEL (39) N Uttmoden 89 .TSprakalo 

0- BREEZY MELODY (53) B Ud&un 0 9. VHdEdsy12 

0000- ETUA ROSE (WI) H Hcinshead 8 9 AQOnall 

0- HATHM KHOUND RS) DttarksB9. SWWwortfi9 

Haars WEDDING J Bony 89 P Robots (3) 5 

24 LA P1A2A (B) (BF) W Haggas 8 9 .W Ryan 7 

LIVE TO TELL M Sanders B 9 R Price 4 

06- MUDOVWATBIpq OMstaSQ H Swam. 2 

GSKM REDVB1USI2} JBory89 . P Tammy 0 

0- SUNDER (USA) (224 STM Resort 8 B C Nutter 3 

0- THREE BAY TREES (50) M JchnaanB9 JFtBBfttgS 


(Toni BASIL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) (Dhr 
1 VVrl 0 22^00 added 1m 100yds 


1 "030-1 ROFFEY SPINNEY (7) (C) J Ct*ttn 5 9 5 BSmtt(7)1 

2 80008 ATTARMH (BMcsAKhB890 SRMftm(7}6 

8 44005 DOBBBUNf4)BMaetan480^_ RPBrtnzB 

« 03000 TUTURE PROSPECT pfi) (CD) M BxMsy590.RFfeftkfc* 004 

5 4205- NUrTDOR(J12)(Ca)WGUluiw490. -MTMftrte 

6 00006 TWO ON THE BRIDGE (I) J&W1B90 ACuttmS 

7 *002 UONQiAMA (7) (CO) J Speorhg 4 8 9 DmOTiilS 

B 50500 SJNQ FOR ME (9) (C) R EUnetaad489 J>HCUmm7 

-6 declared - 

SETTING: 0-1 Doberman, 7-2 Moacftanb. 4-1 Rottpjr Spinney, Future 

Proeped, 6-1 lUD'OO 0-1 Stag For Us, 20-1 Attarftti, "Am On Tbs Bridge 
FORM GUIDE 

These arc hardly known tar the* reEabSty and Hs Is a race with 
loo many Ns far any confidence. Although low of these tun won 
hern nddng last week’s 1 -2 Hoffay Sptanoy and Monchania, 
t may ba worth giving amber chance to DOBERMAN. Brian Mae- 
hatYatya who has beer manly rurrfrig n mucfi OettBrcampa- 
n* tan better than Ns Mahtag position suggests at LkigflekS last 
Saturday and this bp maywel turnout to be his optinun 


FORM GUIDE 

Ba* on his taraute track top vielght Mile Ol Brtxton has to ba 
feared, but It raid be the day for MAfTEAMA to gs*i a deserved 
success. Despite a long losing nn he has not done much wrong 
and his early pace is a Wg asset round hers. Sotonian. who had 
five at these behind when rumer-up over course and rSstance last 
Saturday, and VUtaga Native make most appeal of the rest 


BETTOGrM La Piazza, 4-1 Sander, 5-1 Avenging Angel, 7-1 Rad Venus, 
Three Bay Itaea, 8-1 Wen's Waddtag. 12-1 AMs Rata, IB-1 ortm 

FORM GUIDE 

LA PIAZZA is the ptek on term and though B would not taka ot 
uapedoly safented bragnsed horse to Improve past her, she does 
look the fleetest winner on the crvfcfenca avaJabta. Slender b one 
of a number of posafele altumanves . 


JAFFA HANDICAP (CLASS C) £9,000 
added 1 m if 79yds 


3 An I BASIL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
— ^ (DIV II) EL500 added 1m 100yds 

1 00&-2 BURKdfG (7] (CD} (Iff) N LittmodBn 795 0 Sweeney 2 

2 85000 EA5TLBGH (47) (DJ RHrtisrBad 1390 — Lisa htecn (7) 5 

3 00625- lANDRRM(1B}fCO)HCoBnpfdgB490^.DeenllcKawD7 

4 00000- SALFORD LAD (,£8) J tarca 5 3 0- RPrical 

5 50004 SHARP MONKEY (11)(D)H5NMaaJay 4 9 O-PHcCBbeOV 

6 OOOOO AMNGTON QRL (Z) (D) P Brans 4 8 9 CComfflBB 

7 OOOmCASAT?(6)Pfia&te489 SManorn! 

6 2TOOMMlME16Wt«) W HHow589 ScSmp)3B 

-Sdadamd- 

KTTOttiM Bornkig, 3-1 Sharp Monkey, 6-1 UmMin, Anthrtteian. 
10-1 Caaatl, Madaraa MaA, 14-1 EastMgti, Setfcrd Led 

FORM GUIDE 

andbuta for ihe race to ba approached wftfi much canfldencei 

IS « mrSShSta 

was last week as wel. when costing puitera dear m. 

n «aptun» hie best Stfiere 
tkne over a trip wel beyond Ns best that hecortj 


ronnl china claiming stakes (class F) 

l£™J £2,750 added 6f 

1 004-1 SUEMEP)(D) DMch*7flO- — PCMe(7)4 

2 00203 POUR HETn (CO) Ms NMKauby4B1U)amMcKaoOTlV 

3 06*0- ICE AGE (181) (D) R WSams 597 JOrtsl2B 

4 OOOM BACKHANDER (7) MWvfo 7 84 NtooM Wri(|f< (7] 3 H 

-4dednd- 

BETTMQ: ll-ioaw Ma 84 RWIHa. lea Ago. 1M Bacthandar 
FORM GUIDE 

SUE HE and Polar MW are doaely matched on lest lime out South- 
wri rwminft but 0vdri IfW tfw tornwr « eaattr to win with, he b 
ready prefened lceAg«lstxo«9yonapartoojudg^byaffl- 
aal latnga. but tadffl e recent run 


1 02561 - WEETA-MKUTE ( 18 ) (CD] R Hofohead 6 f) 0 .Jl Cribww 4 

2 3123- ITWAN SYWWNY P5 (CJ P Evans 5 9 fl..C Cotpn (7) 3 V 

3 5052-0 WWTE FUINS (11) (D) (BF) K Burl® 6 9 4 JJSwansyB 

4 5«23 BE MAOS) (II) (TO) Jrtame8B3 APaM(M7V 

5 36020- PftS DE M aiQIHES (32) (Q K &jle 4 8 1 ..Dean McKooan 5 

6 0402-1 iBBBIESi (11) ffl P Hwing 7 8 B .SWMawtbl 

7 50J1-1 HOUTSMDKEfll) JLEyre4 84 CLoteharB 

8 OGSI- DOM SHADES) (42) (qRQota 482 PDaa(5)10 

9 MASTERC AgTCT(J41)(BqGlri^Jl482JI«raiI)mwra 

V VP3D- MOSCOW IBST (127) BPafc^ 87 V. 30rt»2 

-lOdtdMad- 

SETT1NQ: 7-8 Aaraari.4-1 Hdy Smoke, I1-2 Se Warned, mrtsrCaii- 
m, 1M MMIW Dpoi Shadaad, 7-1 lalui Symphonv; 1M ottm 

FORM GUIDE 

Tbs step up in trip looks BteiyK) suit the kv form JIBEREEN who 

can prove the point by halting the wlmhg run of Holy Smoke. 

who batoo trying tarihec Be Waned has a good mod over cause 
and (Satance and may prow beet of the ren^tder 


FORM GUIDE 

ponony- Mo ™ 

out vmrw Whitley Grange Boy u *’9 0r °f last ttne 


20m 

The number of guilders 
(£6. 5m) the Spanish football 
club Barcelona agreed to 
pay yesterday to Ajax of 
Amsterdam for their Dutch 
international defender Frank 
de Boer. Barcelona have been 
chasing Frank and his 
brother Ronald all season. 


RACING RESULTS 


LINGFIELD 

Going: Standard 
1 JJO: (kn Sfdakrtng stahas) 

1. PRINCE DANZIG — J P Spencer 4-1 

2. Myatagogua R Smith Evens tav 

3. Winged Greytob-d -» Lowe BO-1 
Alan ran: 6-1 ttiet Arch (4th). 7-1 Flying 
Eagte (5 th), B-1 Sand Cet* 14-1 Madame 
Chkmery (6th). 50-1 Spnng Btada 

8 ran. Mr, 15. IV*. 3. a (0 Murray Smith 
Market Hartwrajgh, Letcestarshiro) Tot* 
£5.70; Ezoa tea C25TQ OF: £360 CSR 
£777. 


I JO: ( 7 f 3 yo sdng stakes) 

1. GLASTONBURY TSpral»4-1 tev 

9. Rlddl* -1 p Spencer ID-1 

X Annie Apple Dm 074effl 5-1 

Atao ran: 5-1 Sam 9pper (Wi). 7-1 Me- 
prlnt. 8-1 Vbgw (8th). 11-1 AbMraei C» 
Rtwhatyouwant, Id-1 Itsalhappening. 
Nkhoias Mstress (4th). 33-1 Tara. 

II ran. 3 2'A, 3% 1 1 (P Mowing, Ne*- 
'narkat). T«Sr._ESA0. £190, CG4Q, cm 
OF: £32 20. CSF: £4204. tOt Zola Power. 
There was no hid for die wnwr. 


Also rare 6-1 Uangus (4th), 9-1 Facie Tigre 
(5Ui). 10-1 State Of Caution (6th), 25-1 
Ivory* Grab f*e (6th). tXM Last Qianca 
8 ran. Mr, I'A. 2% iYv J /- fT Ms Epson* 
■fate: £330: C13Q £230 £100 DF: £1200 
CSF: £2353 Tricast: £41.17. 


2J3Q-. (5f horaJcap) 

1. TEAR WHITE — 

2. Ctasay Cleo — 

3. Soaked 


Jjea Hactott 3-1 

CCogan 15-2 

l Cuthane B-4 fav 


2M-. (1m 3yo handicap) 

1. LOVE DIAMONOSJ) McKeown 84 tew 

_2. Helen* 

X Paddock Inapealon N Day 10-1 

Alee rare 3-1 Jack Goodman (Wi). n-2 
Qrtshay (8th), 10-1 Prince Consort (6th). 
6 ran. t, Vt 4 U (M Johnston, Mddle- 
ham). fate: £230: £130 £130 OF: £350 
CSF: etua 


300: pm maiden stakes) 

1. MAWKAB P Fredericks 33-1 

2. Woolly Wlnsonte R Perh a i u lo-l 

3- Grand Coronet L Cartnr 14-1 

Alee ran: 4-1 tar Oudaknuteena, d -2 
Brevocdo, 6-1 Kentucky Bidet (Oh). 5-1 
Pacific Altence («th), 7-1 ISimashan. TJ-i 
Alarming Motown. 14-1 Sirersmilh (9th), 
25-1 Queen!# Hat 


Abo ran: 94 tar HawksM Henry (4th). 4-1 
Womeetaad (Sth). 13-2 Genus. Tl-1 Danc- 
mg- Atone (nth), 13-1 Mszeed. tf-i 
Famous. 

9 ran. Th. 'A. hd, a (KBwte. Newmar- 
Tola: Ct2flO : tZaa. £340, £uq DF; 
£3B2tt CSF: £13470. Tricaat £54ai& Tri- 
tecta: fflOLOQ 


I^THE independent 

raqng 

0891 

SERVICES 

261 + 


way, Ltogfteld) fate: £2230; tZUt EiflQ 
E20a DF: £4Q6a CSF: £31333 

3J0: pm 21 a pp r e nti ce handcap) 

1. PHIUBTAR P Dobbs 10-1 

2. Key fa The City S Canon 14-1 

3. Ktngc Arrow R Ht yu trl clt 7-2 


Plaoepot: £8330 Quadpor. ezjhq 
P lace 6: £2fli3l Ptoea 5: £18405. 


■ Newcastle was abandoned 
because of snow and frost 
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Mujahid has 
chance in a 
millennium 
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51 IE LONGEST wait in racing is 
for the next stellar beast to 
come along, the next Brigadier 
Gerard, Mill Reef or Nijinsky, 
horses which thrilled us al- 
most 30 years ago. The wait, it 
seems, will go on for another 
year at least 

According to the official ass- 
essment of last year’s two- 
year-olds there is little 
likelihood of a champion 
emerging before the mfflenium. 
At the International Classifi- 
cations in London yesterday it 
was revealed that the leading 
juvenile bloodstock of 1998 was 
the best matched for many a 
year. The peleton is huge and 
□o-one has yet broken away. 

The ratings leader was the 
Dewhurst Stakes winner; Mu- 
jahid. But many of the New- 
market victims are at his 
jjyulder; within Brutus dis- 
$nce. “I would be very sur- 
prised if there was a horSe in 
this generation that proved 
; massively superior,” Matthew 
fester; the British Horseracing 
Board’s two-year-old handi- 
dapper; said. “We haven't got an 
; outstanding horse. 

‘The Dewhurst didn’t seem 
. 'jo settle the argument and 
jven the horses we know, like 
Snrique and Stravinsky, look as 
■ liough they have got a lot more 
... jo offer. When they were 
wgaitched into the Dewhurst, En- 
wSgique, in particular, had Dever 
pgfas d to fight or get in a battle. 
ygg'i^They can’t all win the 2,000 
VK^ihrineas, but I bdieve that if you 
: -Jock at the first four home in the 
; — ^Jewhurst it's possible theywflJ 
ill be rated higher next year. 
They have aH got more to come. 
. Trey could ail be top dass, if not 
V’LfU top class on the same day. 

3 fl “We all look for the next su- 
alllerhorse and that’s why the 
J lewburst was so hyped up be- 


By Richard Edmondson’ 

cause you could make a case 
out for greatness for quite a few 
of them. But the answer is, at 
this stage, that none of them is 
the next superhorse.” 

Another set of figures hard- 
ly enhances Slujahid s pros- 
pects of winning the 2,000 
Guineas. Of tbe last 17 juveniles 
to top tbe classifications, nine 
foiled to win a Group One race 
at three. As the stock market in- 
vestment caveat suggests, past 
performance is not necessari- 
ly a grade to the future. 

There is little succour ei- 
ther for Mujahid in the ante-post 
market. While the men who 
conduct the frigid, esoteric com- 
pilation of ratings may cham- 
pion him, just about everyone 
else was more touched last 
year by Godolphin’s AJjabr That 
includes another bunch of cold 
hearts, the bookmakers, who 
have the Prix de la Salamandre 
winner as their winter favourite. 

It wfll delight the layers that 
there is no horse with wings. 
Nothing kills betting like a long- 
range odds-on shot Tt’s one of 
the most open winters we have 
seen for a long time,” Tester 
added “TSju can go down the list 
and consider eight horses who 
could win a Guineas. It's ab- 
solutely up for grabs." 

Overall, it appears it was 
hardly a season to stimulate. 
Just about aS the classifica- 
tions’ category leaders com- 
pared badly with their 
predecessors, and the Classic- 
winning quintet of King Of 
Kings, Cape Vferdi, High-Rise, 
Shahtoush and Nedawi are all 
considered below average. 

Apparently the best British 
horse to race last year was In- 
fcikhah, who never contested a 
Group One race and (fid not ap- 


pear after his Queen Anne 
Stakes success at Royal Ascot 
because of splint problems. 

There was no outstanding 
horse among the three-year- 
olds, and the crop leader, David 
Loder’s Queen Elizabeth II 
winner Desert Prince, is hard- 
ly burned lastingly in the com- 
mon mind. Sagamix was well 
below the form which is usual- 
ly required to win a Prix del’ Arc 
de TYiomphe and if they ran the 
race again over the pages of the 
classifications dossier High- 
Rise would come out on top. 

Swain retires as perhaps 
the most versatile and consis- 
tent quality animal of the era. 
He has featured in four classi- 
fications rated at 122 or over 
and raced from 10 to 14 furlongs 
on dirt and turf. But the best 
older horse, and the best in the 
world, is reckoned to be another 
preparing for a breeding career 
in Kentucky, Skip Away. 

The United States again pro- 
vides a battery of horses both 
seasoned and brilliant, animals 
which are still around because 
of the beneficial prize-money 
across the Atlantic. And Amer- 
ica is having a great impact in 
more ways than one. The clas- 
sifications panel assessed 
about 900 horses from 14 na- 
tions during their nine-day sit- 
ting, and it seems to have told 
on some of them. Sheikh Mo- 
hammed will certainly be sur- 
prised to read in the report that 
Godolphin’s 1,000 Guineas win- 
ner Cape Verdi was trained by 
Peter Chapple-Hyam. 

Perhaps this was the effect 
of desert sun at the confer- 
ence's base in Tucson, Arizona. 
Perhaps it was a consequence 
of a trip to tbe High Chaparral 
and slugs of redeye with big 
John Cannon, Buck, Manolito 
and the boys. 
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Miller path for Mill 
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TEETON MILL may try to em- 
ulate the legendary Golden 
Miner; who won the Grand Na- 
tional and Gold Cup in 1934, by 
going for both races. 

Tfeeton Mill’s trainee Vene- 
tia Williams, believes the grey 
who runs next in the Pillar 
Chase at Cheltenham at the 
end of the month, will have no 
problems handling Aintree. 
Williams said: “Teeton Mill is 
joint favourite for the Gold Cup 
and three weeks after that race 
is the Grand National and that 
could be an option as welL” 

Asked whether she was 
frightened of the demands of 
the National Williams said: 
“Not really. I've ridden in the 
race myseH Accidents will hap- 


pen in any race and if you have 
the right horse it shouldn’t be 
any more frightening than arty 
other race. He hasn’t done an 
awful lot since Kempton and 
weH soon be building him up for 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Alap: Magic Circle 
(Kempton 4.00) 

NB: Jalb 
(Kempton 1.15) 


the Cheltenham race and then 
for the Gold Cup.” 

■ Today’s meeting at Sedge- 
field was called off yesterday 
(frost and snow) and tomor- 
row’s card at Wetherby is sub- 
ject to a 3pm inspection today. 



In tbe frame: Mujahid. last year’s top two-year-old, wins tbe Dewhurst Stakes at Newmarket from Auction House, Enrique and Stravinsky 
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FOUR-YEAR-OLD AND 
UPWARDS COLTS 
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OAKS STAKES (1m 41) 
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’• HYPERION 

y t.t5 Nortandfc 2^5 Native Held 

1.50 Nuvellino 3.25 Executive King 

/ 2J2Q NATIVE CHARM (nap) 4.00 Magic Circle 

x GOING: Salt (Good to Soft m places). 

Right-hand coursa Separare straight course for 5* and 81 races. Pracrtcafly flat Fta>- 


‘ FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

•’ LEADING TRAINERS: D NlcboUan 20-72 (Z7B%). N Henderson 16-76 (21.1 %L Ft 
*-■ -%ar S44 N Tartston-Oavl** ®-55 O Sherwood 9-iS £>!«%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: U A Fitzgerald 25-120 (208%), J Osborne 23-77 (299%). A 
. Maguire 20-81 (24.7%). A Thornton S56 (339%). R Dunwoody 1 995 (20%) 

. • ■ FAVOURITES: 124-301 (412%). 

■’ ■ ‘ BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Sabre Butt (ISO), Doyenne (295). 

-.gi ROYAL MAIL CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE H’CAP 

1 »■ lo l HURDLE (E) £3^00 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £2,766 

, aJ4jo UUTftNASSB(l5)!Mato*naJor»)MPpefln T> GSuppto 

2 2D3-1P RMSHRSLECHOM(l3)(PmdCiosstseueLs1)CVtoadon7T17 — , — LAapelB 

£ v3 PBB-lP CHAflUEH«Ka(15OTPflACRB*ie5ftrt»tBu1«7114 _.3Dum* 

4 -43168 SMam/AM(1S)$LPDphs{r}Cf 1 C(*BinBV0 OlkFMl 

.5 0 e« NORUUOC(«n (25)^ rnw 13 Ho» Patera^) Phttbs 71)7) -RWMffwW 

b WP- lUOKCOMSBUTIOII (ffia(ttBBJCUIe)i)QDi1a)i61)7 JPSponra 

■ ; 7 40602 UIBIIttATE(7)(JSGoin)DOBnsn6t)1 HBmMor 

• IHB3F nm*Y«yn«(HJMVW)b|H»to7t)0 RHnfamn 

-.;e zam n»a(wi)iMSEMPartieriolM\«wan9i)o — Rm«y 

n P4J0 JW9n»ffW»^A«lRiend5)PUuipl«t5O0 IBdeNBraBan 

H P0353 WBTffiiCHAMCS((l2)pHSandDfclltDG8nddlDBD0 EHUfand 

12 53255 CEFIUM SURPRISE (13) aftsHWsQUMdgMCh 5 100 JGddPalnB 

,<•■13 fust T>* CROPPY BOY (14) (H^rralXMnePftrt Lid) Jfte* TOO Jttagm 

, C- -13dad«rad- 

UftHUMti eogW 70S. Tiue (anAap wbOib: Ttaa Sst 13b, fts lOfe Anther Qmnctr M 9a 
tGetanSufutifiSaVb, TtoCumBofSaBb 

' lie ItomMe. M JA. 10-1 TlbATljewb, IV 

■ . T-i»»^ft«4e n ^i2.iAi«Braaiinc«HwbRBaMtio^ 

. -900; Royal An*c BDOCWfctto 7-1 (S Meta) Bun 

:! ' FORM GUIDE 

■••• Ui4»w»niJK Ffymady amari H2sh in ia97 Triirah) txi nctftng srse ana beaien 48 lengdts 
'.•* i? when 7th ol 8 to Tima For Acbon at laxifflfi f&nll cond heap gts] bleat 

Rash Reflection: lOteggan ^ na)den wkw In bixtaito oH ttten pidsd up 

1 2 out In Anic Grounds faoa Bt Wttntrick (2m3l nw heap, strfi) on BrKtati debut 
CherDe Barker. Raced Sb afier lenefeig oambto by 12 tongftis on Wmdsot 2rr*1 rrap- 
pearvia but pJed 14) when H-8 to fef Artie Gfotmdb race at YtowicH heap 

ISe. soft) ^rttoeWfaghiedeitth a Branca but (SffioJt to pmfct 
. . shedkrwan: Pteced once m K) (nstSe 6tarts but In derfne and brolw Wood vessel when 

5 - **< taied oft 6tn of Tl to Tix> Stopper at Tta*tor»(3m gbB hrao gfs) 

Nodandlci Dsappointlng favounle on heety ground blest but wskweci 10 go ctoae on 
previous 20 lengths 5th jo Rios King In a svoog novica event a aiepstow (2m4 1 g/s). 
Probably worth another chance provided thegohg bnobta Sbftfl . 

/ Uagte Combination: Best torn when 3rd to Ttroe Fartnrgsal Lngoeuw nrnra agt\ 
butwol braten both starts snx and one in bewwvof irtH» ^ 

/ ' iHuminaw Good olacsns hom this marv and fib higher ba term and (air 6 lengths 2nd 
Rob 0 *0 Ungfiald (2m3f heap, heavy) latesL but struggles to get 2mti ki lha raid 

iSpSSs lengths2ndioAndybLfldamulBJ»tf ai^tieap^WfarwicktBM) 

" - /. hst month but W I West and has plenty B findotf»hawm«rtf 

iTKesi: Fsa-wound plstfiv 3 seesons ago Improved effart when 3 h langtlt 2nd of 12 to 


off Bih at "B tt Prairtev Generraon at WftrwiemaiBsptut shoiid not berried out in find 
handcao snd is ans to now in iho fnart®i Acts on soct 

^rtekSuraaaTpfmdina weak fontwd novse n Sept but we* beam fei madar- 

at tmprovement m two bto eltorte 

■ VERDICT: Utbe meant tom » go on. so glw aneder chance 10 NORUNDJC, who 
looks wea h on Ns 5th to Bob Khfl at VtorwWc in a race ttwtns PmAiod 

■ m K«vy oound was blamed lor h» Sr*ss«¥Jeni pooretfort. ChariJe Sentor latte 
jl. — , ItawV .lath a uaetiv mkido-datanca Flat heMflcapper. b capable of better 


n cnl WALTON HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 4YO 2m 
Penalty Value £2^14 

1 0 DANCJNG DSIVtSH (IQ (Tt« We Boeress Partnaww S ttelor tJ 9 .CSUb 

2 62 LAfFAH (USA) (12) (Uchaid Green (Rne Parrtngsll M Rpa B O — APUcCoy 

3 UASAUADAS (F11D) (HuloeTMinu^tMb N) N Herdndi D V . ..Jll AFIzgwaU 

4 MHELUNO(F»(IteCocfcpl Ora) P Hobbs OXI RDujwoody 

5 PAGASOWC (EL) (FE3) (G GacrOa^ GL Itoore HO .PHda 

B RNER BEWdUSlGwomood Sate A Martairg) K Buta « « NtMtaeWM 

7 SABRE BUTT (Fq (Ruraratt) U fempldns tt « -AUagutoB 

6 SCARLET PUIPtRNB. (F141) (RcteJ N T*eMi-DBW0E ti t> — CUaweflyn 

9 OO U K HMBC (4) (UK Padogtag Si^apto Ltd) J JoVra TO Y) JOsfaenw 

0 23223 WAVE ROCK (12) (The fiirfCbdigan) Mss HKdBhrUD. JCtaoty 

II SATWA BOULEVARD (F39) (Me EMdiwS Ms P KoMey) C Marn t) 5 Jlbgw 

BErrwa 3-1 Mwwiwdw. 7-2 Wave Rock. 4-1 Scari* PhnpenwL 5-2 RNar Bratm, «-t LaUWi, 
7-1 NuvsIBnO, 10-1 Panasonic, 14-1 Sabra &«, 20-1 odwn 
BSB Zatarabed 4 « t) R Jdncn 1M tov p Nchcbon) O ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dancing Dervish: Moderate <t*b winner on the FtaL Needs something a lot better than 
hfe hurdles debut 7th of 9 to New Bird over C/D (g/s) last month 
Laflah: Ex-dohn Gocden Fba meldea Cut ttde Ice when dotant 2nd to Norsk) Lad m Ea- 
ster (2mi1 now henry) latest and appears Rely to find track end top too sharp 
Mesamedee: WAndsor Vn3f wtmer tor Chris Wtal to May. Meresttog lecrvit tom yard with 
a strong hand of Juvanle terdtere, but Pest farm on a fast surface 
NuveBmo: Soft-ground tret handtoap wtoner lor Rod Mfcnan in October. Interesting hur- 
dtee debutant from the yard of Navene Samson. Dunwoody booldng snrtfflcant 
Pag ae onte tm3f wkmer h Belgium In SepL Rrst run for new yard and market Reefy to 
pnMde a fair g^de to Ns ctence on ^aitos detxn 

Rhrar Beal: Pick d field on Flat form landng aaily-season lour-ltiwr for Mark Tompkins, 
up to tnS 1 Acts on easy xrhco and IntammnD newcomer from in-ferm yard 
Sabre Butt PteUngcfass7f-nf maiden on Rat From yard that produced useful fvsHVner 
Royal CbsOb on Mondzy, but bMsrs not e good sign 

Scailal Pknpamel: Usefii mier on the Flat In Franoe for etiquette Hegd. Oob to note on 

hurdee debut, but etaWe luvenlea proving a modenoe Uaich no far 

U K Magic: Haled off both hurbtes stana and irna obvious ctence 

Wave Hoefc tonprovtog with every race and one-paced 15 lengths 3rd of tl toDonflane 

Precedent at Chatenham pmll nov g/s) tatost but shoner and shaper track could 

present problems. Acta on easy surface. 

Satww Bou l ev ard: Plaing dess on the Ftat tor Mek Channon. Fit fim al -weather but 

mates little appeal on tw fea debut 

VERDICT wsm Rock, yet to be out at them onm in live hwdw Sam is tte one 
to bwL tjui recent efforts suggest Ns future tea over orthm tt seems quite Bofy ha to* 
be oufapeeded by one of the newcomers, of whom MaaamadaB. Scartet Pimpomol, 
NinmUhio and the prtMJc RIVER BEAT appaer the Wsly pick. 

foonl EASTER HERO HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £8,000 
added 2m Penalty Value £5,420 

1 -P1P14 SB»ABAY(ia)(D)(RWtere)OSrerwood9lie J Osborns 

2 U33F2 lKJHSTOCK(18)(a))pisMFwtiani)Rrtx|0ES9ii7. JUtesnody 

3 Oe-Ftl NXnVE CHARM (13) m M UE4 Pwlnert) C Mcrtxi 7 11 6 JAMcCsrthy 

4 -PU441 RQggePflDE(IQN(HWMiS.PUn4dre)CPDphBm8-nO APMcCoy 

5 Bt‘U 8UCX1ARDLADP7) (E? BFsrten 

e -S2F43 QUANGO qa)(DHCBteBBrt) C Urai 7 UB JMKFsWyfO 

•IWnd- 

BETTWG; 3-1 Native Qnmt, 4-1 Buddend Led. M Robins Prids, 5-1 Stare Bey; 6-1 Muttt*, 
IB-1 Quango 

G98; Itaaodt fl « ST DearafltoWfwp Hedged Brw 

FORM GUIDE 

Stem Boy: unprwfictabfa customer who taw to domhata Below best latest and could 
struggle to confirm Towcetter farm with Buddend Lad on 8ft worse tomto tor 8 lengths 
Morstocto Orty 8UCC83S In three yeara when wnnhg tho race 12 motets ago. tem 4® 

Nghet Fair 9 lengths 2nd to RcWna Pride at Wncanton Cm heap, heavy) lest month and 
sto bettor With wtoner twa. tut sta tooks vulrierabb to mprawr 
Native Charm: impressJve wVTW ol ncMce [biases m Mumpton end Warwick, btg pro- 
vioub Btara F*ver Wye 4 lengths last tlma Junto* wel and open to 




win over Montock at Wbieantonldn) and could be pressed to content the ptodngs aver 
these more dffiait (enett 

BucMend Lott SBghtly dappanthg sort, but welghBd Id reveres Tbiwasierfranlngwttft 
Storm Bay on 8ft> better lenra lor 8 lengths end set to confirm previous ferm with Robre 
Prida Lightly raced and poufcle Impnwer 

Quango: Sedgefleld novice winner lest term. Ajnrtng tarty consotently but bln t) lengths 
when 3rd of 7 to Oacai An Doras at Huntingdon (2m heap soft) and posably sti a shade 
Nflhii the weights, despteSb drop 

VERDICT NATIVE CHARM looks a smart chasing remit and had into ntxble beet- 
tog previous scorer Rhrer Wye at Utawlcfc. Her bold Jumping should put inwtcome much 
prasan on me Mn p ereniemfll Sierra Bay, but she could fhd tmelt taraig a sterner 
chalenge tern BuMdand Lad, who boasts a high strte^ate and to on a handy mark. 


1 tto-tt 

2 520-23 

3 Om-2 

4 wez 

5 24GB 

6 etJto 

7 Mhl 

8 21*6 

9 0390/4 

C XDte MON7CbST/iunBU7{29)(WbrSccsaiatfbRrcrShfi|UhMsori5t)3.~.ll'ltastaR 

n -500 wq9HSILK{i3)(M9DEBadahw)DGandDBo7nS CUenByn 

B SOaP DOYBIfE (32) (Grey Ifare Partnerdtol Ms D Hve 5 d 5 CMandeB 

13 OFrc ATAVBTIC(7ti)(l*s JEmeryMrAStapIftMEMoms) Pht±bs7tl3 ,_A Wdgar(5) 

14 26343 ANOIHBI MGHT (13) (BF) (Stnsei Pamnte4 P Mxphf 5 d 2 R Fsrraol 

d 1F-3P2 SOFtC MAT (29) (i Daneb] 0 Uorrs 8 d 0 9RmoI 

B 36480 RCnOU. ARCTIC PS) (C) (D) P D J SydB<1 S tt*r 9 «o CWabb 

17 P1/P4U tfl MEDLEY R(D) (GAfidbanl) GrtibadB BO A Maguire 

8 5-506 SMUGGLER'S POINT (USA) (29) (JFWtBsl JBridgerBdQ M BstCfWtor (5) V 

-ttdadmd- 

BET71N&74ArA SopttsM^WMtaSu! £ 
tmmi, 1V-1 Saab ton. Prie—to. 14-1 VtomcostotoMwit. Atovtotte, 16-1 AnoOwrmghLFtayto Are- 
de, 20-f OoyBnna, BRmnss HU (ML ZP> Tire. MNstfqr. Setae TIM Day; IOD-1 Sreegglw's Mot 
dW. tompe«»7 11 OC Uevnlyn 3-1 to (N 7«5tcn4]avtes) E ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Nedve Field: Rawed 6b for he win d Heydock (2m7 , /i( Bolt) last month and meets Smith 
Too (3rd) on 7to worse terns for av> tongihs. Probably aa on the up^ade and should 
say this sftrtty longer tito 

Smith Tbo: Held by Native Bald on their running at Haydocfc last tfrna Frart-nmner end 
wl find 4 hard to make of tn such a competitive evert 

Lansdoume: Dne-Umetw harxfcaphurGet and stays the trto but runs in deanera now. 
Claimed out of nud McdralB* yard after fintoing 2nd at WoNertentoton In July. DotfitfiJ 
Be My Mae Won over c/d (soft) r November, but runs off an Tito higher mark. Caughr 
on the rurHn when V- length aid o Destwig Data » Windsor pv* n. good) nartinw 
end meets Ooyrane (3rd) on 7b worse far 'A length 

Breimra Hffl Led: Lteehi nonce last season, msmed to hurjto after 2 tuns over fences 
when 6th at Tbraan Cm3t good) in November. Tries this trip tar the flret time and doubt 
about he stamina 

Sulawesi; SuccessU twee here (anSt) and weakened at the final ftfil when 3rd to Melody 
Mold and Be My Mot here over this top last month. Btn 9 lengths by ttw 2nd end is only 
1b better off 

Arctic Chreoer. Mudt nyrared ^ season, but on a 22*> higgler mart than when wfcv 
ring a seta aiEx8t8r(anU soft) *i NDvBfTtoor. Won hio next 2 rHces(2m7r& 3m '/Meas- 
ly and may sM be ahead ol the hsnekapper 

Setz* The Day: won 3 times fast season at tfctaneee up to brei Usually held i? by hto 
ametatf rider and has been dropped 5b snee making no show on reappearance at Win- 
canton last month 

Tim: VM hancScqpped on old torn as he s T2b lower than when wtanng ow c/d as a 
6ya lifesed laa season and tatad oft after the 3rd on hi* reappearance when bm ads* 
tance at Letoeelsr last week 

WMtMStalotbub Weakened 2 out vrhsn 5th to Sorbtae at FbAestme |2m 6t soft) last 
month and orty 3b better off vmn Sophie May (2nd) for Gt WnglhaClaseAthtoDash- 
ing Dotaot Ylflrelsor in Novenber and has a 4to puB wttfi Be My Moi 12nd) tor i*/> fongths 
VWeh Sflk: Pipped Wonksstatai by W in the last stride at Chepstow CTAm, g/s) n Oc- 
tober. Meets the 2nd on the 3ame terms, Dot has yet to win over this irp and is 5b abore 
hto Ngtea wh*)fl mart 

Doyanne: WbI hoidcapped with Be My MoL but ran wal below form (atrugglng a ouf) 
when plied up at Dontsaater priMt gobeg lea month. Has shown 3igrB d temperament 
and to Uttered forma first time 

Atavistic; Returned from tang layoff to win at Fontwal (bitBl good) in October (new fib 
h^iert- Hbb not run for t> waste, but goes weB trwb and Sksly to stay this longer trp 
Another Nltfc Quite consotent at dfitances up to 2'Am. Had some sntt tasks last sea- 
son before wtatag a novicerf haretoap at Chepstow {an soft) and impreven x rhs trip 
Sophie May: Seem to appreciate the return ID ludk» when njnrwig SofWem to a nk a: 
Fotoestone (&n6t sett) last month with K Hcdey 4th. Vtantcoetafot 5th and Smuggler* 
Point 6th. Only lb Ngter, but this leaks mudt tougher 


WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) Mo 
£7^00 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £5,504 V 

HBIM HEU) (32) (tan Johnson) DWr«B BUB J14ofltara(7) 

SMnHTDO(32)(CO)(Am/Smdi)MrsJHSTBnn 113 MrTGbney (7) 

LANSDOWNE (184) (D) (BF) (t** St«ts) Mbs K Marts Tl Tl 2 dooMU 


BE UY MOT (181 (CD) P WinchBSWS Scti) D Grissel 7tl 1 JfVMtaSWDn 

BROVMES HU. UD (sq (Ms Bwrae Uardraq R aGtei 7 in ... Jl A FtogmU 

SULAWE5J (1® CQ (Jadi Joseph) N TwsSxt-Oaoes 6 TI D JGaktaWn(5) 

ARCTIC CHANTER (34) (D)(E»\feSeyFtaceg)P Hobbs 7 t)B RDuneoody 

SEIZE THE DAY (18) (Urs N M CoonCe) M Cocrnbe tl B8 JflssMCaomto 

TB4(7) (CD)(PWPper) J Jer4am9BB J Osborne 


tocfotftg orer 2m5f (fiotl) ham Chance on hts 3rd a Cheliennam pn^ heavy) si Apr! 
[Weiah Sik Bth and Bto worse oft) 

Hi Hedlay; Mtetaisd 2 out when Nh to Sorbtore M FoRsstcne sot9 tost month 

and 10b worse off tor 30 lengths with Sophto May (2hd> Ibugh tart 7b out of handcap 
Smuggle r-t Point Lost touch from the 8th when detant (btn 39 lengths) 6th to Sorbere 
at FokBsmoe (2°/4a soft) last month. Has not won for nearly 2 years and remne chance 
25b out of the handcap 

VERDICT: Arctic Chanter goes from strength to strength aid shrugged ott a 13b 
hhe In the handcap to campieto a haWrt* at mraon lest time. Another Sto may not stop 
hsn her^ but as he wfll be el a retsttvefy short price h a competitive race a chance is 
taken with RQVAL ARCTIC. Di sa ppoi n ting over tenen the season, he loves tte mud 
and does not took body pvtasd on hie best form over torfoe. 


Eadmgfe oatatauUs. pftces r, Z 3 fEpscni Fritat Sdtaej 


OclHANWORTH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £8,000 

■g°l added 3m Penalty Value £5,472 

1 221/33 KING UfQFSf (25 (Q (Ms A J Onto) 0 Mctafcoi OBS.. -A Maguire 

2 1P1PP RAMAUAH fZ7) W fTho Madera Gwsn Pvmeishp) Mss HKnfcHB it l..JCuJaty 

3 £6-131 BANK AVENUE (88) (CD) CS D HamsKxA) M RtranSBI). TJKhaphy 

4 -ihm DECUTTVEiONG (18) (C^ (G Aftttanfl C Ktfcert 0 B7 APlicCoy 

-4dectared- 

BETT1NG: 13-6 Eretaslw Wng, 94 Hag Indta 7-2 Bank Avows, 5-1 RemaBah 
■Q96. SM By the Stare 9 11 1 S Wynne 7-2 (T Foretr) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

King LucKer Useful novice in B96 and won an amateurs' chose off 13b higher mark 
foBowngyeac Missed last term, but shaped 83 IT bock lofonn in bath outings this torm 
Rwnettoh: Successful 4 tmes over knees last year, but pitad up In both outings this 
season. Is 3b above his tagheat wntog mark end baa werened rati Mnwtog more raaride 
Bank Avenue: Progressive sort, who was 12b oul ol be handtap when wtving the Charis- 
ma Gold Cup over c/a ki Octobe r . Has not run ance and ground may be agitato ten 
Executive King: Junped weB to beet useful novice Lord Of The River 17 lengths a Lng- 
fekl (3nv soft) last month Disappanted when dtoant 4th to mat horse here (3m, g fe) 
next tme and 15b higher than when winning at Mewtxxy (3m, g/s) ki November 

VERDICT: Bank Avenue has 12-week absence to overcom e and KING LUCIFER 
can taka advantage of Ns drop on the handtoap. Ha looked in need of the outing at Ascot 

A nnl ASHFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 
^■ uu l Penalty Value £2,944 

1 It LAWAHK(1B) (Q (Jack vkaepfiJC Mann 6 n B DGaBagtar 

2 1Q132 DAVOSM (48) (D) (B^ (Rdbvi Ogdenl Mss V Wtars 5 11 4 JIDzavoody 

3 1 FBWS GOVERNOR m[D)(JChesney)MFtoe 7 BO APlicCoy 

4 CARLTON (FSO) (Cry Sk^NXitoovDares 5 T) 12 TJeoks 

5 WGJHGAIC(CFSHrotaiBM0GLIfoOrBStl12 PH* 

6 LBGEMMHV LOVSI (TO5) (Ccme Rann Ltd) J Jerkns 5 B 12 JOtaOms 

7 ffilfi MAGIC ORCLE (IQ (P) (T Btatekt B WB dmi) N Kmtorai7BB_.il A ntagerakl 

B HALBAIW(GBI)(FlDl)(pGEMgnaBt)DMBMfei5BB BPoesB 

9 UOflE RJN (ISA) (H 000) [MCBsrf^M Barts 6012 -URtahards 

O 05- NOROINBt (F4B |A J Bfirn) P htorwsd 7 0 0 RHohy 

R UG0 ORPHAN OUY (B3) (RH Yak) RlNkS BE MrPWrt 

t? 44 0TH3R CUM (L$(Tfe Ota QjfabenjJ fatten 5 1)G CMsu* 

■B QO YOUNG HAZAA0(F35) Ms S Harris) D 0*0)6 BE UBtatafcrffl 

V Hi G0U»)FAWN(P12) (BSamcre Stows) M Haynes 6*7 J Gotoseta (5) 

s 0 inSCONDUCT(l9(IhePlayntoBS)MsMJtxn5B7 A Unite 

« 00062 UYLBATDO (41) dflflEFnfi) AMcftaetJ B7 UBren* 

17 56- SLIPSTREAM STAR (2B0) (Ms 5 Ttinfcn) N TwetawDules 5 TJ 7 CLfowsByn 

- T7deCtaed- 

BETTlIKfc 3>1 Magic Cfrds, 74 fan's Govenxx, M DBtaBM, S-1 UhM, B-1 My Uaa Too, 10-1 
teonhet, 12-1 Csreco, 14-1 Hfob Ftane. 19-1 rthare 

Road Rfwr 5 h 4 J A McCarthy 74 to (P R VMatta) u ran 

FORM GUIDE 

LswahBc AtafoatuceassM tart u hfojurrtoing career at Haydock (2nv soft) last month 

Had Magic On* (5b tetter off for '/> length) m 5th when 4th fei here nod tea 
Dewrtfc Has taken w«B to Nrfng and has |usta6b penalty rttawfeving Stares. Stewed 
ha ads on soft goind at Nowton Abbot n Nowmbet E)*«ieo» vyfl glvo him an edge 
Fern's Governor Made al to win easiy by S lengths on hs hurdfog debut at Unlaw 
(an, gfs) bat month. Raced mainly an tost ground on tte Rsi 
Carton: Wjriwren on the Rat (6fB 71) and stays 1m Acte on any going and usuatyran 
«i faMork. ■fough task on hraMng debut 
High Qama: Unrated gaktog by Sctaei out rt a Run Tte Gantte* mve 
Lagendary Loven Mfeden an tte Fta, mtead last season and was placed onee (Bf maid- 
en) from 5 outings h ©97 when TObad by ftogar Charlton 
Magic Cbcfr Won bunpw at Navan pm, sofQ h ©97 and sold lor 5Q0OOgns. Piar*. 
fog date! iwwhirfas when 5* to stablamato Grecian Dart hare pm, gfc} fosf rrnnih 
Matbnm: Won 4 tmes on tte Rat in Germany at distances ip to 1’frn, Rnished 4th oi 
Ns bst owing M Hanova (KX soft) In Odobor 
More Fun: Urvaced getting Sangfomore out of a Sham mare 
Mortffetaie Appeared not to stay 2m whan unpiaced in both oubnas over Nntocia^pnn 
son. Moderem tendcappor an tte AW 

Orphu 2 port-to-pcMs as B7yatxlthaa not wn since March. «g7 when a 

tfctort Zrfo of 4 M Hadcwood Part (3m). Novtt» chases more ht mark 

Other Club; Won tvnea on the AW (im) last season when trained by James TUbr Mod- 


Ybung Maznad: Wbn over Bl afi a 3w tttetty raced since. Promise on <xty ran over te> 
dies that year, but taied off 4 out when Uh of 11 at Leicester gm. g/ a j ^ nvnth 
Golden Ftom; Maiden on the Flaf Utd dropped back tom tte Mb whan tailed off 
at i« behtod Grecian Dart (My L*a Too 2nd) at Wrictsor fin. g/s) lost month 
MtoconducC Wbn 3 tknes on the Hat tast season at up to 101 when bared by Gary itoM. 
Never troubled leaders when 7th <rf 19 on hurtSng bow at Vltarwick Bni soft) taamnne. 
My lira Tbo: Uteity raced andirwch Improved pertormance at Wtidsor Cm sretTZl^ 
momh whan 2nd a Grecan OarL May be suted by farther 1 

Sfeetraam Eton Pteced 4 times from 7 outings whan las raced on the Fte h «gy rw 
appointing on both ouonfp mw hunfcs last season and has not nn gbioa Afri 
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Focused England stick to game plan tes 


ANY COACH whose side has 
knocked over their most 
formidable foes and the world 
champions in tight contests on 
consecutive days has a right to 
suspect his strategy may be 
bearing fruit David Lloyd 
played it deadpan. 

"I still think there's more to 
come,” he said. “I want them to 
be more in the face than they 
are, to hustle more.'’ He most 
have been repeating these 
phrases from some limited 
edition volume available only to 
those in the occupation of 
preparing sportsmen for battle. 
It is quite obviously a private 
lan guage but a rough trans- 
lation in this instance is that 
England must maintain their 
concentration and reflise to be 
distracted by any little ploys the 
opposition might pulL 

Lloyd is making the de- 
mands of his charges in the 
wake of the back-to-back 
victories in Brisbane over first 
Australia and then Sri Lanka in 
the Carlton & United Series. His . 


CRICKET 


By Stephen Brenkley 
in Melbourne 


cautious response to the 
unlikely scenario that they 
would be two up after two with 
eight to play probably derived 
from the fact that he has been 
with England for long enough 
to know that if they can come 
from behind when it is too late, 
as they have done frequently, 
then peaking too soon should fce 
a doddle. 

But England have paraded 
some important qualities of 
stoicism and nerve this week 
which are invaluable if dose 
one-dayers are to be won. It 
augurs well that they have 
done so while both bowling 
second and batting second. 
Australia were behind but. 
never quite out ofit last Sunday 
with Michael Bevan, the most 
proficient one-day batsman 
around, still in. Having done the 
hard work early England did 


not let it slip. If the bowling 
stayed accurate the fielding 
was tigerish. 

The run out of Shane Warne 
by Mark Alleyne, moving 
sharply and gracefully to his 
weaker side, was a lovely 
example of accuracy under 
severe pressure. Alleyne was 
not only making his debut at the 
age of 30 but earlier in the 
evening had made a hash of 
fielding a ball twice slipping 
and stumbling over as be 
recovered it much to the 
crowd's cruel amusement 
Norman Wisdom to Fred 
Astaire is never an easy trans- 
formation to pull off but Alteyne 
did it 

On toe following evening Sri 
Lanka should have made more 
than 207 and En glan d should 
have passed the total more 
easily. There was some concern 
that it would rain which briefly 
required more baste than toe 
pursuers would have liked but 
at the last they retained enough 
of their composure. Muttiah 


Muralitharan almost created 
havoc, just running out of overs 
in time. But it was again to 
ADeyne's credit that, despite 
being utterly mystified, a man 
who looked as though he was 
hying to enter Fort Knox with 
a nail file and wondered why the 
lock wouldn’t turn, still kept 
plodding patiently on. The re- 
born NeU Fairbrother. of 
course, did the rest 


It is rare for a side to win 
twee on successive nights at 
Brisbane in this series, not 
least because of the oppressive 
heat To do so in such dose 
matches as England did shows 
the side have fight left in them. 
Coming so soon after another 
Ashes series which might not 
have been a ddi&de but which 
was nevertheles s won and lost 
comfortably has dismayed but 


Wasim for Smethwick 


A LEAGUE cricket dub which 
usually attracts around 1Q0 
spectators is celebrating land- 
ing the current Pakistan Itest 
captain. Wasim Akram, as its 
overseas professional 
■ The Birmingham Premier 
League outfit Smethwick have 
lured the 33-year-old all- 
rounder for the new season, and 
he is due to assume his duties 
as soon as Pakistan’s involve- 
ment in this summer’s World 
Cup in England is over: 


Smethwick, founded 150 
years ago, have also signed the 
former Warwickshire player 
Asif Din as captain. He has re- 
certify been playing minor coun- 
ties cricket with Shropshire. 

Smethwick's former players 
indude the England legend 
Sidney Barnes, toe Australian 
Test batsman Steve Waugh, 
the former Pakistan leg-spinner 
Mushtaq Mohammed and toe 
ex-England and Warwickshire 
opener Dennis Amiss. 


not angered toe Australian 
public, which is hardly besotted 
with its own team at present 
Betting scandals are part of the 
reason, but there is also a 
distinct impression that they 
fed toe players have become 
too big for their boots. In 
Australia they cut tall poppies 
down. 

This has not prevented 
immenseinterestintheseries. 
The Gabba has been packed on 
three occasions. More than 

17.000 watched Queensland 
play England last Friday and 
Australia play England on 
Sunday wh3e more than 12,000 
turned up to watch E n gland 
against Sri Lanka. The first 
meeting between Sri Lanka 
and toe hosts at Sydney was a 

40.000 sell-out and nearly 80,000 
are expected in Melbourne on 
Friday for England v Australia, 
part two. 

Lloyd has clearly warmed to 
toe notion of the protracted 
triangular series which has 
been rubbished in some 


quarters as advancing the 
cause of tedious cricket - 
although patently not on the 
evidence here so fen The po int 
-is, apart from skilful marketing 
and crowd appeal, that the best 
tef im wins in a long contest 

“It's good," said Lloyd. "Tve 
never been part of a t riangula r 
series before unless you amt 
last summer and that was just 
everybody playing each other 
once. Then we played Sri 
T.anka Again in what was sup- 
posed to be a finaLHere it’ll be 
like a five-match Test series. 
Over toe period you’ll get toe 
bestride.” 

Englan d’s strategy for the 
World Cup in England in May 
is already in places if not toe 
personnel. That, Lloyd 
explained, was the thinking 
behind using as many players . 
as they had lately. They 
-wanted to examine different 
individuals for similar roles, to 
find first-choices and possible 
replacements. Their work may 
be nearly done. 


“The old dressing room 
adage is goat 10 an over for toe 
first 15 overs with the fielding 
restrictions, don’t lake apynste 
and don't lose any wickets, 
said Uoyd, conjuring up a fond 
of one-day Elysian field. ‘The 
other teams all want to do toe 
same, score quickly at tost 

consolidate in the middle while 

the board ticks over, and hit at 

the end. But you'vegot to find A 

the players to do it” fF 

England arc relaxed, a mood 

which always pervades a 
winning team, so there is still 
time for them to be exceeding- 
ly hv npd week. But the 


jfi 
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been put behind them. 

“Maybe it was a fluke with 
the players coming from the 
Test side but we had a word and 
there hasn’t been any looking 
backwards.” Lloyd said. 

Fast forward to taking on 
Australia in front of8Q,000atthe 

MCG on Friday then and you 
cannot get much more in your 

face than that 




tT' 


i*rW4 


Ml 


IOC stands 


L r.,3^ 


by Salt 


Lake City 


mm 




lL\NDi£/ 


Knights 
aim to 
ride out 
Storm 




vW.Ji 


THE International Olympic 
Committee confirmed yester- 
day that the 2002 Winter Games 
would remain with Salt Lake 
City despite allegations of 
bribery and corruption levelled 
at some of the organisers. 

Officials in the American 
city have admitted paying for 
the housing, travel and educa- 
tion of relatives of IOC mem- 
bers as wefl as giving expensive 
gifts and free health care. Yes- 
terday the IOC spokeswoman 
Michele \fenfier said: “The IOC 
has made it dear toe Games 
will not be withdrawn from Salt 
Lake City” 

She added that a suggestion 
by Switzerland’s veteran IOC 
member Marc Hodler that the 
city might lose the Games be- 
cause of a$350m (£2 16m) short- 
fall resulting from the scandal 
were made in a personal ca- 
pacity and she denied there 
were financial problems. 

Hodlec 80, started toe furore 
when he said last month that 
agents offered candidates blocs 
of votes for millions of dollars. 
Following bis comments and re- 
ports of inducements alleged- 
ly offered to some of the IOC 
members involved in the 
selection, the president of the 
Salt Lake City Organising Com- 
mitteeand his deputy resigned 

The president in question, 
Tom Welch, has admitted he 
had a £330,000 fond to finance 
offerings to Olympic officials 
worldwide. Welch was forced 
to stand down in August 1997, 
after being charged with 
fi na n cial abuse. He admitted 
giving £33,000 to Jean-Claude 
Ganga, an IOC member from 
the Republic of Congo, who 
said he needed money to help 
his homeland’s children fight 
civil strife. But Welch claimed: 
“We never bribed anybody. We 
never bought a vote ” 

The IOC has launched its 
own internal investigation on 
the corruption charges, and 
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Iferdiersaid the results of these 
would be released after an 
executive board meeting on24 
or 25 January. The IOC presi- 
dent, J uan Antonio Sanytpanrh , 
speaking in Warsaw, promised 
to p unish any IOC members 
implicated in the scandal- “We 
are going to act very fast,” he 
is reported to have told mem- 
bers of Poland's Olympic Com- 
mittee. “If it turns out toe 
behaviour of some IOC mem- 
bers was reprehensible they 
will have to bear toe conse- 
quences." 

There have been claims that 
up to 12 members of the IOC 
may be forced to resign once 
the investigations are com- 
plete. But a leading member of 
toe Sydney 2000 Games or- 
ganising committee has called 
on Samaranch to ignore calls 
for his own resignation. Sama- 
ranch has come underfire from 
the former New South Wales 
Olympics minister Bruce Band. 

But Australian IOC member 
Phil Coles, who yesterday re- 
signed from his consultancy 
role with toe hotel group due to 
house Olympic offi cials in Syd- 
ney, said: “He won’t resign, 
and we don’t want him to. Fve 
been saying all along... if 
there's a half-dozen corrupt 
politicians the prime minister 
doesn’t resign.” 

Baird warned Samaranch 
“the buck always stops with 
someone” but says Sydney bid 
officials never went as far as to 
provide and pay for prostitutes 
for IOC members, as Salt Lake 
City bid organisers allegedly did. 

Meanwhile, Rene Paquet, 
the former head of the Quebec 
City bid committee which lost 
out to Salt Late City says toe 
Canadian city may sue the IOC 
because the rules on the bid 
contract were broken. 
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Andrew freshwater wins toe downhill event of the British Land National Alpine Ski Championships in Tlgnes, fVance. yesterday Allsport 


Maier denies Raich’s slalom hat-trick 


HERMANN MAIER kept his 
word and held bis nerve in 
Adelboden, Switzerland, yes- 
terday to win a W>rid Cup giant 
slalpyp ahead of his team-mate 
Benjamin Raich. 

Austria's Olympic champion 
had promised retribution after 
finishing third in a giant slalom 
on his home hill in Flacbau on 
Sunday behind the victorious 
newcomer Raich. Maier kept 
his pledge by collecting his 
sixth victory of the season. 

It was bis second giant 
slalom victory of the season and 
his second in two years on 
Adefooden's treacherous Kuon- 
vsbergli piste, with a two-run 
combined timeof2min I2.66sec. 


SKIING 


BY Steve Keating 


Norway’s Bjetfi Andre 
Aamodt Maier’s main rival in 
toe overall Worid Cup stand- 
ings, kept toe pressure on the 
double Olympic champion by 
crossing second in 2:12.94. It 
was his first podium finish in 
gian t slalom this season. He 
finish ed third in a slalom in 

fi rhladmmg I flrt week. 

Raich- leader after the first 
legand chasing his third win in 
sir days - bad to settle for 
third, with 2:13.14. 

Bothered by a sore back 
that forced Him to take 


painkillers before the race, 
Maier admitted he had been 
considering skipping the next 
races in Wfcngen and Kitzbue- 
hel to rest before next month's 
World Championships in VM, 
Colorado. However, with 
Aamodt so dose behind, the for- 
mer bricklayer said he would 
talk to the team doctors. 

*Tm not sure about my pro- 
gramme - m main* a d ecisio n 
this evening," said Maier who 
leads the overall rankings with 
911 points, 228 dear of Aamodt 
“I have to think seriously about 
it because Aamodt is so dose 
now.” 

Switzerland’s Michael Von 
Gruenigen retained toe lead 


from Maier in toe giant slalom 
standings by two points. 

Second after toe first leg. 
Maier was at his best on his sec- 
ond run down toe piste, show- 
ing no signs of pain or 
discomfort to record 1:06.86. 

Raich also charged down 
the course but a costly error 
near the start of his run denied 
the 20 year old another victory 

“I had no problem with toe 
pressure,” shrugged Raich, a 
five-time junior worid champi- 
on. “I've raced from toe front 
before and know that kind of 
pressure. Fm just pleased to be 
on toe podium after malting a 
mistake at the top of toe 
course.” 


Until yesterday’s victory the 
slightly built Raich had over- 
shadowed the powerful Maier 
through the first few weeks of 
1999. 

Raich, wbo claimed his 
maiden World Cup win in a 
night slalom in Schladming 
last Thursday before a giant 
slalom victory in Flachau, 
had suddenly found himself i 
at the centre of media atten- 
tion. 

Tm happy for Benjamin,” 
said Maier. “His success takes 
pressure away from me. I’ve 
had less work to do away from 
the hill because Benjamin is so 
popular.” 

Results, Digest page 25 


THE LONDON Knights coach, 
Jim Fuyarehuk. believes Man- 
chester Storm can be beaten 
despite a seemingly relentless 
march towards the Sekonda Su- 
perieague title. 

Storm are six points dear k 
and have a game in hand on the 
second-placed Cardiff Devils, 
whose challenge has faltered in 
recent weeks with five defeats 
in their last six games. 

Manchester’s lead has been 
built on toe back of five suc- 
cessive victories and a record- 
breaking 1 ft- mateh ^ fating run 
at the MEIN Arena. But Eh- 
yarchuk, whose Knights team 
prop up the league and have the 
second worst home record be- 
hind Bracknell Bees, refuses to 
concede the title race is over 
and that tonight's game at the 
Docklands Arena is a foregone 
condusion. 

He said: “I think they can be 
stopped from w inning the 
league tide. Why not? There are 
so many things that could go 
wrong. The roof could cave in 
on them justHke ittfid to us. Tcbu t 
get half a dozen injuries and all ■ 
of a sudden it changes the 
whole complexion of the line-up. 

“You thoi get a bit of bad 
luck, a couple of bad bounces, 
you drop a couple of games and 
then the momentum is taken ‘ 

I away. But they’ve got great 
strength in depth, great bal- 
ance. they're playing with con- 
fidence, while we’re riddled 
with inconsistency. 

“If we can put together a cou- 
ple of wins it adds to our own 
confidence and we generate 
our own momentum again. 

“People will be lookin g at the 
game and thinking Ma nche s ter 
will win, but nothing would be 

sweeter than coming up with an 

upset win over them. It’s about 
time somebody did.” 

The other game tonight is 
Ayr Scottish Eagles at home to 

Sheffield SteelersvWho are still 4 1 

involved in takeover talks with * 
two potential buyers. 
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TODAY’S FIXTURES 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 


First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 SI OO 843 
{the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 


Resort Area 
open 

ANDORRA 

SoWeii-. — 100% 
AUSTRIA 


Slopes (cm) Last Temp Forecast 
Lwr Upr snow 


Good sfdng 


80 100 11.1 -16C Unsettled 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 « 70 051 + code 


For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions In T80 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Helpline; 0870 51 33 345 


Rnter*erg..lOO% 
StMadmk* ....99% 

BULGARIA 

Pamporovo.. 1 00% 

CANADA 

Whistler 100% 

FRANCE 

Chamonix 05 % 

Wtmorel 95% 

ITAiy 

Gressoney ....25% 
San Casslano 75% 

NORWAY 

VOSS 70% 

SWITZERLAND 

Murreri 80% 

UNITED STATES 
Keystone 70% 


V gd upper runs 
Upper runs good 


15 85 12.1 OC Unsettled 
*5 65 03.1 -2C Cold 


AO 65 11.1 AC Lt snow 


Fresh snow 


215 220 11.1 -3C Lt snow 


Fresh powder snow 
Fresh snow 


55 135 11.1 -2C Unseated 
AO 100 11.1 -2C Unsettled 


Artificial cow 
Fresh snow 


30 30 ii.i -3C Changeable 

30 60 11.1 ,-5C Light snow 


V gd cmdlttons 50 100 07.1 -6C Sunny 


fresh snow cover 30 80 12.1 -3 Unsettled 


PadredsMw 


95 95 10.1 -8C Sunny spells 

information supplied by Ski Hodlne 


Cans to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 costal per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

FA CUP 

(Sponsored by AXAI 
TMRD ROUND REPLAYS 

Fulham v Southampton (7.45) 

Leeds v Rushden S Diamonds (7.45).,.. 

Swansea v West Ham (7.45) 

TENNEN7S SCOTTISH CUP 
SECOND ROUND 

Queen's Fbrk v Clachnacuddin 

SECOND-ROUND REPLAYS 

Stirling v Montrose 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

Airdrie v Greenock Morton ... 

SECOND DIVISION 

fbrtfck* Alloa (7.45) 

FA GAJUSBBRG VASE Fourth round: 

Bcvvrrs v Woodbtldge (ar BiBerkay Town 

CALOft COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD 

Bend-lfc ia fcqftanvfficv DSscSIer, (at sofr- 
Cude). 

HITMAN LEAGUE First DMskm: Croy- 
don v Canvey {stand, ibsdaml UuatH 
third round: Harlow v Edgware. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Southern Dt> 
dUomt Brackley Jomt v Bridock. Longue 
Cup second round; Boston Utdv Stam- 
ford; Radng Ov* Warwick v Sutton 
CofcffMd. Third round: Newport (Gwent) 
* Bash ley. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE CUP Second- 
round replay: Bishop Auckland v Fan- 
ley Celtic 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
HrfC DMrioo; Leek CSOS v Cheadle. 


THE TIMES .» YOUTH CUP Third 
round: Gillingham v Leicester City. 
PONTMS LEAGUE Premier Dfeistaiu 
Aston Villa v Derby (7.0): Preston v Uv- 


Court to set Sailor sum 


' wife 


erpooi (7.15). Hnc Dtastao: Bolton v 
Coventry (7.0). Second Division: 
Shrewsbury v Sheffield Utd (7.0): Scar- 
borougi v Vtftetan (2.0). Third DMsten: 
Halifax v Darlington (2.0): Hartlepool v 
Chester (7.0J; Wigan v Rochdale (2.0). 


Longue Cup Group hw: fork v Hull 
(7.0). Group Four: 12 Huddersfield v 
QwsterlteM (7.0). Group Stockport 


v Bury (7 .01 (ot Hyde Uat FCl. Group Sta: 
Notts County v Bradford (2.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First DMsfon: Barnet v Fulham (2.0); 
Oxford v Chariton: Portsmouth v Norwkh; 
S tend on w Brentford 17.15): Watford v 
Chelsea. 


RUGBY UNION 

1M&SH CHAU U ie B TROPHY Pool A: 
Caerphffly if Edinburgh Reivers (7.15). 
Pool Be Bridgend v Glasgow Catedortans 
(7.15). 


THE AUSTRALIAN Test winger 
Wendell Sailor is facing a High 
Court damages award after 
reneging on a deal to play for 
Wigan. 

The former Brisbane Bron- 
co, now playing rugjby union for 
Leeds Tykes, signed a two- 
year deal with Wigan 12 
months ago but then changed 
his mind after his return to 
Australia. 

Wigan took toe case to court 
and Sailor tailed to contest the 
action, claiming he knew noth- 
ing of toe move. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


The High Court will now be 
asked to decide on the amount 
of damages. Wigan are seeking 
in excess of £30,000. 

The Wigan chairman, Peter 
Narbury, said: “There will have 
to be a hearing to determine the 
amount I expect that to take 
place in Manchester in the 
next few weeks.” 

Safioi; who was hoping to set- 
tle out of court, could be back 
home in Brisbane by toe time 
of the hearing. He will play his 


final home game for Leeds in 
Sunday’s Allied Dunbar Pre- 

nuershipTVvo fixture with FVlde 

and is expected to complete his 
three-month stint in the Ttetlev’s 
Bitter Cup fifth ^ 
Leicester on 30 January 

to 

^“action to pre- 
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BASKETBALL 
BUPWdSeA LEAGUE: Newcastle Ea- 
gles v MIT ran Keynes Uons (7.0). 
UNFBAU. TROPHY Group A: Thames 
Valley Tigers v Leicester Riders (B.q). 


Syme goes through with ease 


LABBBfi Cap Mcsnd round: Atherton 
CoffleriesySt Helens. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
■Tm DMsIna: Halbham v Eastbourne 
"fawn. 

SCREIimx Differ LEAGUE Premier 
DfkMeiu Bridport v Elmore. 

JEMSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
DMdas: fpswfefl Wanderers v Fefcotowe 
Port a Town. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hnt Dhrishw: BeeKngton 
Terriers v South Shields. 




0800 365 121 


ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

nwimkimwixmii The mpoiod 


ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONDA SUPBUJEAGUE: Ayr SCOt- 


5ENUWOA SUrtWJMSUE: Ayr Scot- 

dsll Eagles vShefleklSteeJas (7.30): Lon- 
don Knrghts v Manchester Storm (7.0). 


OTHER SPORTS 


Bowls.- world Indoor Singles Cham- 
pionships ( Hopton-on-Seo . Norfolk). 
SNOOKER: Qualifying for Regal Scottish 
Open. British Open and World Champi- 
onships (Norbrrck Costte Hotel. Black • 
poof). 


SANDY SYME, last year’s Scot- 
tish champion, eased through 
to the second round of the 
Wttid Indoor Championship in 
Hopton-on-Sea, Norfolk, yes- 
terday, with a straight sets vic- 
tory over Guernsey’s Paul 
Ingroullle. 

Syme survived a slow start 
to beat Ingrouille, a late re- 
placement for his fellow Chan- 
nel Islander Adrian Welch. 
Ingrouille started well and 


BOWLS 


moved into a 5-1 lead in the 
opening set, but Syme came 
back to snatch a 7-6 win. The 
Scot then took command, win- 
ning the next two sets 7-i to a 
total of nine ends. 

Jason Gree Ostade, the worid 
No 23, narrowly beat Neil Colled, 
bis Cardiff dub-mate, to the 
first round on Monday night 
Greenslade lost the first set 7-*i 
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two 'Wts to nothing 
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RON ATKINSON, the new Not- 
tin gham Forest manager; has 
moved swiftly to bring in fresh 
recruits as he attempts to keep 
the City Grounddub in the Pre- 
miership. 

Atkinson has tabled a bid (or 
the Southampton midfielder, 
Cariton Palmer The Saints’ 
manager; Dave Jones, con- 
firmed that the forma* England 
man, who has been unable to 
settle on the south coast, is set 
for a move to Nottingham. 

Atkinson and Palmer have 
previously worked together at 
West Bromwich and Sheffield 
Wednesday. “He leads by ex- 
^ample, doses people down and 
^covers every blade of grass," 
Jones said of Palmer, whom he 
signed from Leeds for £im in 
September 1997. 

Palmer at one stage looked 
set to join Barnsley, only for the 
deal to foil through when the 
Yorkshire dub’s full-back, Dar- 
ren Barnard, refused a deal 
which would have taken him to 
The Dell 

The Aston Villa manager 
John Gregory, has received a 
boost with the news that the 
chib’s backers are ready to 
support his quest to sign Jun- 
.. a.-. ;l Jnho, Atletico Madrid’s unset- 
' vcs: /tied Brazilian forward. 

Villa’s financial director, 
Mark AnseU, said: “The board 
have already confirmed to John 
Gregory that should the play- 
ers become available that he 
wants, then he can bank on our 
support It is down to the fan- 
tastic success of the last 12 
months that makes it even 
more possible to support fur- 
ther purchasing of players.” 

Gregory, who has spent 
£21m in the last six months, 
knows that he may have to 
spend over £10m to bring Jun- 
inho, once of Middlesbrough, 
back to England. 

Chelsea's influential mid- 
fielder Gustavo Poyet has been 
ruled out of action for three 
months. The Uruguayan is re- 
covering from knee surgery 
?££cr damag in g medial liga- 
’ l "' L jnents following a challenge by 
Southampton’s Moroccan for- 
ward WagRan Kachloul in Chet- 
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by Rupert Metcalf 

sea’s 2-0 victory at The Dell on 
Boxing Day. 

Ian Wright was last night un- 
dergoing an operation on his 
knee. The West Ham striker, 

who riamaggr? hie rpr tiin gf- thir- 

ing the FA Cup third-round tie 
at home to Swansea, is likely to 
be out for four to six weeks. 

The Bolton Wanderers man- 
ager. Colin Todd, has accused 
Arnar Gunnlaugsson of “pure 
greed" after the Icelandic strik- 
er rejected the club’s new con- 
tract offer. “He’s advised by his 
agent that he can get a certain 
number of pounds and that 
seems to be what he’s holding 
out for - but we've made our 
final offer." Todd said. “We are 
not in the Premiership, we are 
a First Division club." 

Sheffield Wednesday's 
Northern Ireland internation- 
al midfielder Jim Magilton has 
joined Ipswich Town on a 
month’s loan, and will make his 
debut in the First Division 
game at Sunderland on Sunday. 

Sheffield United’s former 
Everton midfielder; John Ebb- 
re U, has been forced to retire 
due to an ankle injury. 

Ian Stott intends to concen- 
trate on his campaign to be- 
come chairman of the Football 
Association, following his res- 
ignation as Oldham Athletic’s 

chair man 

Stott stood down on Monday 
following a board meeting at 
Boundary Park, when he ad- 
mitted causing the club em- 
barrassment over his rlaims 
that the Lades were in merg- 
er talks with their neighbours. 
Bury and Rochdale. All three 
clubs were quick to deny Stott's 
claims that secret negotiations 
were taking place 

Stott remains on the Oldham 
board as rice-chairman and 
has swapped roles with David 
Brieriey, who steps up to be- 
come chairman. Stott, who is a 
member of the FA’s manage- 
ment committee, announced 
his quest to succeed Keith 
Wiseman at the FA last week. 



Pieter Shreeves (right), Nottingham Forest’s new assistant manager, has the players smiling in his first training session yesterday Empics 

Goram signs for Motherwell 


THE FORMER Scotland and 
Glasgow Rangers goalkeeper, 
Andy Goram, last night ended 
eight months of uncertainly by 
signing for Motherwell - and 
then revealed that it was fear 
of ending up injured that led to 
his dramatic walk-out before 
the World Cup. 

Goram will return to Scottish 
football after a turbulent peri- 
od following his last appearance 
in the country in the Scottish 
Cup final in May last year 

Goram has since bad a brief 
spell at Notts County and a two- 
month loan period at Sheffield 
United but recently saw a move 
to join his former Ibrox team- 
mate, Brian Laudrup, at FC 
Copenhagen fall through. 

His legacy to the Scottish 
game, however appeared to be 
his decision to abandon Scot- 
land’s pre-Worid Cup training 
camp in Colorado and retire 
from international football 


amid allegations about his 
private life. 

After signing on at Mother- 
well until the end of the season, 
however the 34-year-old indi- 
cated the uncertainty over his 
future beyond the World Cup 
finals and Craig Brown's 
apparent preference for Jim 
Leighton were crucial factors 
in his decision. 

“I retired from international 
football and it wasn’t accepted. 
But Jim Leighton did the same 
and it was okay," he said. “It 
was the way people construed 
ft. Whether that had an effect 
on what has happened since or 
not I don’t know, but I made my 
decision at the time and I don’t 
regret it. 

“People said that 1 was still 
the No 3, butl was probably not 
the most important person's 
No l. 

“I had been told indirectly 
that was no longer the case and 


if I had gone off to France and 
got injured I could have had no 
dub for nine months." 

His return to Scottish foot- 
ball now suggests a desire to re- 
establish his forma* reputation, 
but Goram was quick to dispel 
aqy idea idea dan international 
comeback. 

“Once you retire, you retire," 
he declared. 

“You can’t pick and choose 
your games. That isjustpartof 
history now, and I’ve probably 
got more chance of playing in 
tiie cricket World Cup. 

“Besides, Scotland are sort- 
ed out for goalkeepers with 
Jonathan [Gould] and Neil [Sul- 
livan] and the young lad at 
Dundee, Robert Douglas. They 
have got plenty to choose 
from.” 

Goram insisted he never 
despaired of finding another 
dub, despite the apparent re- 
luctance of managers to con- 


template taking a chance on an 
often controversial character. 

But even he admitted he 
was surprised by the speed of 
the deal that finally signalled his 
return to football after months 
of waiting by the phone. 

“I think the fact that people 
thought I was going to Copen- 
hagen scared a few clubs off," 
he said. “But 1 was always 
hopeful that somebody would 
come in for me. Right up until 
three days before I was due to 
leave 1 thought I was going. But 
then the new coach came in and 
changed his mind, and ft was 
back to square one. 

“But I was training with 
Ayr for a couple of days and 
then I came up here yesterday 
morning and within an hour 
everything was signed and 
sealed." 

Motherwell’s manager, Billy 
Davies, said: “I had no hesita- 
tion in bringing him here. He is 


a first-class goalkeeper - 
among the best in Europe - and 
he will be a tremendous addi- 
tion to the squad. 

“He is a top man as far as 
goalkeepers are concerned, 
and I don’t think you lose that 
His experience and knowledge 
can only give the other lads 
here confidence, and it is up to 
us now to get him training and 
back in the swing of things." 

Goram will fly out with the 
rest of the squad for their win- 
ter break in Tenerife tomorrow 
and is expected to fp straight 
into the side for their Scottish 
Cup tie against Hearts on 24 
January. 

Davies also confirmed he 
hoped to seal a deal with Elver- 
ton over the next two weeks to 
keep striker John Spencer at 
the club on a permanent basis. 
He has had no indication that 
Whiter Smith wants him back at 
Goodison Part. 


Leeds’ injury problems mount Tigana shocks Monaco 




'• DAVID BATTY the Leeds Unit- 
ed midfielder will be out of ac- 
tian fix* at least another month 
because of his rib injury, it was 
,&' r revealed yesterday. 

. - Batty, who was the first sign- 
**'• ing of the new Leeds manager 
David O’Leary, broke a rib on 
. his debut in his return to the 
dub - the 2-0 home win over 
- i Coventry on 14 December: The 
news comes before tonighfs FA 
3 Cup third-round replay with 
Rushden & Diamonds, and 
; > Batfy is the latest in a long line 
' ]■ f. ^jf Leeds players to be ruled out 
. ^through injury. 

O’Leary has also lost central 
defenders Robert Molenaar - 
who undergoes surgery today 
- and Martin Hiden to season- 
long knee ligament damage. 
O’Leary is also almost cer- 


AMER1CAN FOOTBALL 

Ray Rhodes, who was dismissed by 
the Philadelphia Eagles immediate- 
ly following a dismal season in which 
only three games were won, has 
been hired as head coach of the 
Green Bay Packers. 

ATHLETICS 

Two of Africa's greatest athletes will 
swap distances in an attempt to 
break each other's records at the 
Bupe Indoor Grand Prix in Birm- 
ingham on 1 4 February 1 h. Daniel 
Komen. the world and common- 
wealth 5,000 metres champion 
from Kenya, will make an assault on 
Halle Gebrselassie's 2.000m world 
indoor record. Ethiopia's Gebrsdasae 
will attempt to break Komen’s 
5.000m record. 

Iwan Thomas, the European and 
Commonwealth 400m champion, 
has been named Welsh Sports Per- 
sonality of 1 998- 

/ BOWLS 

WORLD INDOOR SINGLES CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP mopoon*or»-Se». NartaftJ RrW 

w a nt B Jackson lEng) b t J IJjfg 5-7 

3-7 7-* 7-7 7-3: J Grwnsudr (Wal) bi : N Cot 
leu (vital] *i-7 7-6 7-2 T-2: 5 5yme fScnJ be 
P IngrouiDe (Guernsey) 7-6 7-1 7-1 . 


BOXING 

V' cemefius Carr, from Middlesbrough, 
wIB light the Jamaican Simon Brown 
at Tftomaby Pavilion on 20 
.. February. For the World Boxmg 
Federation’s super-middleweight 
- championship. 


by Ian Parkes 


tain not to risk Lucas Radebe 
for the game at Elland Road, 
because he has only played 70 
minutes in the reserves since 
his own knee injury, also sus- 
tained against Coventry. 

Jonathon Woodgate, anoth- 
er central defender; is also very 
doubtful with a thigh strain 
which forced him out of Satur- 
day’s 1-0 defeat at Blackburn. 
O’Leary is left with only David 
Wetherall as a recognised cen- 
tral defender: 

On tire subject of Batty's in- 
jury, O'Leary said: “David has 
been t raining with us but his 
broken rib is stiff painful, so he 
will be out for at least another 
month. I don’t know when our 
injuiyjinxisgoingtoletupand 


Jane Couch will defend her World 
Boxing Federation welterweight 
title against Marischa SJauw of the 
Netherlands at Tfronwby fevition on 
20 February. 

CRICKET 

SECOND ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 
(Naples; NZ; day/Tdyta nrneb): New 
Zealand 213 (49.3 oven); India 214 (or 8 
« (49 5 OTftsJ. Iwb woo by (mm mfek- 
era (serin level 1-1). 

TOUR MATCH (Paari. SA; Anal day of 
three): Woi Indies 220 IS C VWHtaro 55) 
307 (P A Wallace 57. 8 C Lara 53. C L 
r 70. C M 


and 
Hooper 
135 [R Lews 4-45) 


. 5-GO): Boland 
123 far S. T 


FOOTBALL 

England bear Turkey 2-0 yesterday 
In their under-IG International In 
Izmir. Both England goals' were 
scored by the Barnsley youngster 
Rory Fallon. 

The Dutchman Stefan Postma. Che 
Utrecht goalkeeper for whom Liv- 
erpool are considering a £700.000 
move, has a run out for the Anfidd 
club's reserves at Preston tonight. 
Wolves are giving trials to the 
fourth -choiceliverpool goalkeeper, 
Jorgen Nielsen, and the Greek cen- 
tral defender Dimitris Argyropoulos. 
Nielsen, a Dane, cost Liverpool 
£400,000 from HvkJovre two years 
ago but he has yet to make a first- 
team appearance at An Reid. 
FRENCH LEAGUE CUP Second-round 
draw. Le Havre v Ltiw: Sochaux v Nancy; 
(MtcauroiK v MootpUUen Monaco v fttb 
St-GenrWn; Amiens v Auwrre: Metz v 
LoutwoS-CukseaBC Nice v itedousc Rennes 
vTioyes. 


leave us alone. But we’ve an ex- 
citing cup tie and we've got to 
show that we can cope with this 
crisis that has hit us." 

Rushden produced a 
tremendous display at Nene 
Park 10 days ago when they 
held Leeds to a goalless draw. 
But ft was a performance which 
was nothing less than O’Leary 
expected and given his team’s 
injury list, tonight's game wfll 
not be a foregone conclusion. 

“Rushden certainty didn’t 
take me by surprise in the first 
game. I had seen them on the 
Monday before the tie and I 
knew they were a very profes- 
sional outfit," O’Leary said. 

1 always knew it would be 
tough, particularly knowing 
how brittle we were at the back 
going into the game, and we are 


GOLF 

The European Ryder Cup Commit- 
tee is expected to confirm later this 
week diet the 2005 Cup will be 
hosted by the K dub in Straffan, 
County Kildare. 

US RYDER CUP TEAM STANDINGS LEAD- 
ERS: 1 0 Duval 762.500ps: 2 M O'Meara 
737.500: 3 j Furyk 515.500: 4 T Woods 
506.075: S S Strieker 412.500: 6 D Lore 
407.500: T F Couples 367.500; 8 0 Mayfair 
347.500: 9 P Mkkdsgn 331 .750; 10 F Au* 
305.000: 11 LJanzen 295.000; 12 J Leonard 
294.375; 19 P Stewart 292.500: 14 H Sut- 
ton 26&250: ISM Cafcaunxftb 252.500. (toe 

1 0 Mrnrg ihe PGA ChomptoivJMp tn Km 
gist outomatKaBv quaiUv lor the 12-man US 
tram to plant* 33nd Prder Cup agtml Eu- 
rope from 2* to 26 September at IfK Coun- 
try Club. BrtnUJnr. Atofoduaensj. 

ICE HOCKEY 

WOi Montreal 3 Sr Louis 1 : WMNngron 4 NY 
Wanders 3: Ottawa 4 New lerse? 2. PNtadd- 
phla B NasMOe 0: Phoenix 1 Buffalo 0; San 
Jose 4 Los Angeles 0. 

RALLYING 

DAKAR MU* II -032IM fndndtag 43Qfcia 
Mopd to TlBbahtii. RaJt) 
■kUP Fomcnay (Fr) Mlt- 


going to be struggling defen- 
sively again. 

“The disappointing thing is 
that we’ve been so hurt by in- 
juries in one department Tve not 
ruled Jonathon Wsodgateautyrt 
butheisstniggffngandwfflhave 
a test tomorrow. With the num- 
ber of injuries we’ve had, I'm 
proud of the way the players 
have kept going.” 

If Woodgate fails his test 
and OXeaiy refuses to gamble 
on Radebe, then Gimnar Halle 
and Alfie Haaland are likety to 
figure alongside Wetherali. 

Rush den’s Jim Rodwell and 
Gary Butterworth will both 
pfoy after picking up knee and 
ankle injuries in Saturday's 
win at Barrow, although 
Michael Mison is out for four 
weeks with a knee problem. 


THE MONACO coach, Jean 
Tigana, has resigned because 
of the 1997 French champions' 
poor results this season. 

“He came to see me yester- 
day and said he wanted to quit 
He didn’t wish to go on,” the 
club's chairman, J ean -LOUB 
Campora, said yesterday. "Now 
we have to focus on the next 
match, at Lens on Saturday, 
which is far more important" 
Tigana’s duties have been 
tab»n on by the te chnical man- 
ager; Claude Puel, former goal- 
keeper Jean-Luc Ettori and 
the deputy coach, Jean Petit 
Petit said: “We have had to 
take emergency measures 
because nobody expected this. 
We needed to react swiftly." 

Tigana, a former French 
international, joined Monaco 


SPORTING DIGEST 


MMius (Bd) Nfeun +26:14: 10 G Marry (Bd| 
Noun 435:46. OunU: 1 SOileswr 40hr 
I8mln 1 1 sec 2 Pileto +8rrWi 57 sec 3 Kletn- 
schmUft 445:24; 4 Shinozulu +2hr 03min 
I Ssec. 5 H MisinJia (Japan) Mtrsutosn 
■•■3:7428. 6 5crwa +324:43: 7 Petertunsd 
3:53:23; 8 De Lwettne +5:21:41; 9 Fonie- 
c IOC So 


ion 


wbfcM Aiv I7min 1 lsec 1M Pietro Jsp) Mit- 
subishi timki 15sec, 3 J L SeNesser (Fr) 
54i lesser +5:15: * K SMnamka (Japan) MK- 
sUMhi +7:1 6. S H Mawofea (Japan) WcsubfeW 
+21 ®1:SC Souza (Pun NHouoisH +24:15: 

7 S Servta (So) S<HkB«r +26.-07, 8 S Percr- 
fcmseJ (Frt nfesai *26 SO; 9C De Merke (Bel) 
Nissan +28:16, 10 J Kkmsdmfeb {&>} Mt- 
tataisH +28:56. niotetrjtlmsStagecanastec 
far safety reosons. 1 in itm (548km b» 
Oumn g S39km nma tea&m, Ttatate 
RUB. ft Naan. Rnttnli|i Cara 1 KSN- 
ikuUu (Japan) Miuubbtri 6 ff» 5m*n 3 lsec; 2 
J M Seivla (Spl SdWjser + linln 6sec 3 J-L 
Sthtescr (Fr) SdVwer +807: 4 j KUnsdanttr 
(Car) MffsubKn +8:14: 5 M Prieto [Sp| Mtt- 
subfcM +8:39: 0 FP Fomenay IFi) MlrauteM 
+llD2.7TdcL«en 

8 5 Pe whored IM 1 


♦ 1 102. 7 T dc Lwervne (ft) Nissan + 1 7:39; 

ri (Fr) Nissan +25:16: 9 Gde 


1 6xc 3 T Mwnaki IFr) KIM + 5-^0: 4 F Mconl 
(H) KTM +5 59: S R Street (Fr) BMW +10:12: 
K O GaSardo (So) BMW +12:77: 7 C Sotcto 
Ho) lUTSM + 1 &2ft ■ G Safe) (U| KTM + 22*», 
• J Aiurons (5p) KTM +38:00: 10 E Bernard 
(Fr) KTM +2358. Orards 1 Saku 381V 28mln 
06sec 2 MarnakB +2mln OlseC 3 Meoni 
+ 16:13; 4 Cm + I9JXK S finam + ifr Olmm 
41sec6 r«w +1 03:18; 7 Sotelo +1 09:14. 
8 J peatxin (OB) KTM + 1 :5ft37: 9 C De eaar- 
tto (Cnile) KTM +3-55.08: io 58la +3:49:16. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Salford Reds have signed the Leeds 
Rhinos* Gary Hewitt. The 20-year- 
old chreequarter is out of contract. 

RUGBY UNION 

IRELAND SQUAD (Salwn training): 
BaclaiCtPSfcea [London IrtsW.O D aiv»1 
(Terenure College). J Bhhop (London Irish). 
J Mdatamf (StMwysCol^e). J BaA (Dun- 

K rtH). A Mam (Bath), ft Hndarsoa 
sps). E BaM (Galwegians). D 
H liM w ff (Dungannon). C MeSumi wia {St 
Mary’s), C Sally (UCO). fi Easter** (Lon- 
dOn Scottish). Wnan p Oo L ie rty (fawg 
Mmster). J RnpatrU (Dungannon). R Cot- 
rban (Lantdowne), P Wallace (Saracens). K 

Htaod (Hrteqirfnx/. RWaadala (Newcasde). 

P Jam (Saracen*). MOTteM (London tHh|. 
J DnUsaa (Cnanrs). D CPCubm+eg+ln 
(S*).EIUhrnrrcnuneG9ltegd.VCeaxai- 
le (Si Mv/s Coriett). T Sraann (St Mary's). 
A Wad (BaBynalWKii). 

BAILING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS ( WHmia n t| 
Sbcdi «bnr PnsMat OF na IOC Cap (bat 
i Great Brtu* 33pts: 2 AustraBa 29: 
3 Sweden 27. Laser: Gold (1 


ran*. 2 rifacanisf: 1 B AinSfK (08) -Opts; 
2 n Scheldt (Bra) 34; 3 K Sunesson (Swe) 37. 
Otter SBt 5 ASiraaon 55: 27 M Barron 1 47; 
31 M Utttetenn 1&. 43 E WM0II 239: 47 J 
ftflor 761; 54 P GootHson 201 . Europe laN 
tar 4 reus): 1 S Rrfcenson (GB) loots: ZM 
fttonNjsse (Nethj 14:3SMdta(a |Hn)l5 Oth- 
er GB; 3S J Sfcigeton 44: SS D MbUtanley 76: 

73MI4Aer93 Fkn Gold Ctplafter 5 races): 

1 M Xusniffwicz (Pan 25pts: 2 K Kmr tCma) 
30: 3 1 ftreyJGB) 34. Ocher CBl 14 D M0- 
lor 7& 21 R Stenhouie 90: 32 1 Lea 141:35 
C Ouimbley 147. 49ar (after 9 races): 1 C 
Nfcfwton and E Smytfi (Aus) ijpcs. 2 Fund 
GBrun (Iff 14;3JandCMc«efUS) 14. GB; 
6 TRobtaon and I Walker 21; 12 1 Barker and 
D f+Wps 29; 13 A and I Budgen 29; 17 P Broth- 
cnon and N McTwwW 3S. 27 A Stead and 7 
0>ot 43; 32 A Richardson and P Gwenhairti 
50: 57 G Farrant and D Johnson 78: 62 N 
FlagwU and P Hargreaves 91. Sate («N 
Mr 4 races): 1 S We&mard.J BohenMoBer 
and BVlfcsnjraart (Den) TTps 2 J Schumann. 
G Bafr and 1 BofLowala (GaT 19: 3 I Walker. 
N Dretuun and S Jaduon (AuD 37. GB: 6 A 
BeadtaMnh. R Sydenham and B FMjn 51 ; 1 1 
L Smith, 0 StcMart and RCnAWw* 5B. Men's 
47th Gold Pteee (after3i 
ana r 
M Rahm I 

(Pot 1 26. GB: 23 H teen and J GfanUd ( 
SOeer Beet (after 2 races): 1 P Foerster and 
B Merrick (USl SoK 2 K Nakanura and K Naka> 
mura (Japan) 12; 3 F Hamazahi and V Mira i 
Uapan) 19. 68: S D Edwards and A May Si 
6 COraper aid D Nrwiao 34, 24 M Fowfck 
and S inches 64. IHacnen** 470i SoM Best 
- ‘ 1 Fabdonr 

rlfier) 14; 

1 (Den) 14 OB: 18 K Norton 

and B Watson 59: 23 L Walker and 5 Puttn 
». 24 B Raffiait and S Webb 69. SUw Neat 
(«Jw S 1 CSunoneandSUsarnttra- 

" 2 L Stamfonh and A Matthews 

B Hooper and C Bnsefaab (Aval 
I Lucas and M Beech 21; 9 5 Rees 
Jones and I Leash 29. 

SKIING 

ALPINE MOULD CUP (AtMbodrn. Swk) 
Man's giant slalom: 1 H Maier (Ant) 2rrWn 
12.66sec (1:05.80 flrat run. 1:05.06 second 
run); 2 K A Avnodt (Nor) 2:1X94 t'MM. 

1^)6, 98): 3 B HNch (Aot) 2:13.48 (1AS.64. 

Hem (after 10 1«7 84); 4 F Nyberg (9wel 2:13.51 (1^6.14. 


as coach in July 1995 but has 
had a frustrating season. 

Monaco are seventh in the 
French first division, 19 points 
behind the leaders, Marseilles, 
and out of contention for a 
place in the Champions’ 
League next season. They were 
beaten in the Uefa Cup by 
Marseilles in December 
“TTiis is the players’ fault We 

are responsible for what hap- 
pened here [to Tigana]," the 
goalkeeper, Eabien Barth ez. 
said. “But we must respect 
'Hgana’s decision." 

Barth ez is one of several 
players, including Thierry 
Henry and David Thgzeguet, 
who have made it clear re- 
cently that they were unhappy 
and wanted to leave the club. 
Tigana, capped 53 times. 


C07J7J: 5 A Sctttfm (M 2: 13.87 (1:06 37. 
1:07.501: S M Von GrVnigen (Sent) il 3.96 

WcrUClB ” 


. 1.D7.2B) World Civ GUitf Stem 
pc 1 Von Gnurager 323pts: 2 Umt 
amc * « 274; 4 CMner lAutj 261; 5 


( l-06 L 6a 

274; 4 CMlver jAMJ 26l; 

5 Ebertwner (Aut) 260. Wand dim mml 
1 NUas 9l1pB.-2Aamodt 683; 3 Eberhaner 
593; * L K)us (Not) 592: 5 Mayer 553. 

SNOOKER 

SCOTTISH OPEN {Blackpool) Final qnal- 
Ifytal rate Ite ««ta» ctatMil: J Lam- 
ner(3w)WT Jones 5-4; M Campoefl (5cof 
bt D OTttne (NZ) 5-4; K Brousntoo la P Phon- 
bun (Thai) 5-B. L RKnardsan be M Judge (R 
hrt) 5-4; N Pearce bt A Gunnell 5-2: D Henry 


ana a mipies m. WKnmf on 
(•ftar 3 ram): i S Kednw and A I 
hr} 1 3po; 2 W BtfVner and W BilBc (i 
3 S and M ward [Deni 14 GBj 18 K 


(Seal bt G Ponang 5- 1 : R Lawler br W Hnc*vn 
5-2.0 Cbrte bt DGrw>l ; D McLeBan (Sco) 
bt D Reynolds 5-0; W Thome ht C Gfldneefi 
(Rw ire) S-i; ■ MeCuiiodi bt S Storey 5-o. N 
Walker bl G Greene 5-1 : P Davies (Wd) bt S 
Judd 5-4; E Henderson (Sco) bt A Dmnca (Wd) 
5-1 : K Payne bt M Davis 5-0: L GnMn bt N 
founts 5-4; S Penman bt T Ottppri (WV) 5- 
4: B Mapscone bt J FVguson 5-3: L Mdurd- 
son teM JudgeJR M) S-4: NRswetK AGute 
M: D Henry (Sea) bi G RmOngS-l : R Lawler 
bt W Brown M: D ClarVc beO Gray 5-1: 0 
McLeftm (Sco) bt D Reynolds S-0; W Thorne 
bt C GrWireesr (R W) 5-i; 7 MoOmoefi « 5 
Storey H): N Walker bt G Greene VI; PDwes 
(Vital) bt S Judd 5-4: E Henderson (Scolbt A 
Davies (Wal) 5-1. K Payne bt M Darts 5-0. L 
Griffln br N Foulds 5-4. 5 Pertman bt T Owp- 
pH (Wail 5>4: BMapsronebtJ Ferguson 5-3. 
BRmSH OPS* (Blodqmel) Fourth yd 
Vying round (Eng unless cumd): M Geu- 
denslBd) be J wmtiy 5-0: P Pbontw Oimj 
bt C uDcreex |W) 5-0. K Hrigasem (keibt 1 
Rnstad (Can) 5-1. P De to rwne (Befl btRSb- 
nuureo teu) 5-2: S CTmgJMaM bt S Budd 
(Aus) 5-0: M Fu (Wfl bt A GUMal 5-1 


helped France to win the 1984 
European title and played in 
two World Cup semi-finals in 
1982 and 1986. both lost to Ger- 
many. He played for Ibulouse, 
Lyon, Bordeaux and Marseilles 
before starting his maching 
career in Lyon. 

Dynamo Kiev have said they 
had cancelled the transfer of 
their Ukrainian international 
full-back, Oleh Luzhny, to Ben- 
fica because the Portuguese 
side bad foiled to to meet 
financial conditions Tjiyhny 
had been on trial with Benfica 
during the Ukrainian dose sea- 
son but Dynamo accused them 
of a “lack of courtesy", causing 
“psychological damage** to the 
player. A Dynamo official had 
said Sheffield Wednesday might 
be interested in the defender. 


Jolumson (Swe) 6-3 7-& N Merer (fieri bl M 
Damro (U Rep) 5-7 6-3 6-2; T Woodbridee 
(Aus) br M Tebbun (Aus) 1-6 6-0 7-6. 
IB juu 'i tingles, flk-a round: S Cdal (Ger) 
brASimyanu Papon) 6-0 6-4; A Kcumitata 
(Rus) bf S Fdrlna (W *+6 6-3 7-5: A Huber iGer) 
bt T Pwiow (Rus) 6-2 6-1; S Wtem (US) bt 
1 Gonodimegin {Aifl 6-4 fi-Z. Seote rmmd: 
B Sdictt (Aut) bt CM^nnez (Sp) 6-3 7-6; M 
Hups (Swat) bt A Mbl* (Aus) 6-1 6-2. 
HEDtEXEN MEM'S OPEN (Aaddend) Sia- 
gtes. line round: M Serin (Rus) bi G Pazd 
Tk7&.3 6-2; S Sene ken (Neth) b< V Speam 
AC) 7-6 6-4; J AMjtr (CR) bt C Qwu ISp) 

*5A) b-1 

-I 7-5: 


6-3 6-4; B Steven (NJT) bt W Ferrara 
6-4; F Mefigert (Br) be A Hunt (NZ) 


Brazil 

fears 

player 

exodus 

BY ANDREW WARS HAW 
in Cannes 

A SENIOR Brazilian football 
official warned yesterday that 
the game in his country could 
be plunged into crisis over 
plans for a Bosnian -style law 
giving players freedom of 
movement when their con- 
tracts end. 

J aim e Franco, executive 
director of Brazil's major dub 
union, the Uni&o des Grandes 
Clubes Brazilieros, said football 
in the four times World Cup- 
winning nation risked being 
seriously undermined if the 
scheme were allowed to go 
ahead in two years' time. 

Franco said that at the end 
of 3001, a new Brazilian law 
would, if passed, allow all play- 
ers over the age of 20 to move 
abroad at the end of their con- 
tracts without any financial 
reward to the clubs that had 
nurtured them. 

“We are fighting this be- 
cause there will be an exodus 
of players,” Franco said. “Brazil 
has the best players in the 
world but they will all go to 
Europe to get more money. 
That would be disastrous. If we 
don't have good players, we risk 
losing our sponsors and our 
television contracts. R would be 
a crisis for Brazilian football" 

Franco, speaking at the 
Football Expo conference here, 
also bemoaned the increasing 
number of teenagers who, be 
said, were already leaving 
Brazil before even signing their 
first professional contracts, 
lured by agents of rich Euro- 
pean clubs. 

“We have around 400 young- 
sters aged 15 and 16 who are 
already in Europe, mostly in 
Germany, Belgium and 
Switzerland," Franco said. 
“Agents come over to look at 
these boys, whose develop- 
ment grows as quickty as grass, 
and offer them crazy opportu- 
nities. Their parents have no 
jobs so they take the money" 

A three-week strike by Greek 
dubs demanding more state 
subsidies has been called off for 
the next two weeks. First, Sec- 
ond and Third Division match- 
es will be played this weekend 
and the next officials said. 
“During this period we will re- 
sume talks with the sports 
under-secretary and we believe 
we will reach an agreement If 
not our action could be be re- 
peated,” a spokesman repre- 
senting the clubs' union said. 

The dubs began their strike 
on 20 December to push for a 
greater share of earnings from 
state-organised football pools 
and the immediate payment of 
around $ibn (£6l7mJ. a sum 
owed to them by the sports min- 
istry from last season. The 
sports under-secretary 
Andreas Fburas said last week 
he would consider the 
demands, softening his original 
position at the start of the 
strike when he described them 
as ridiculous. Most dubs face 
serious economic problems this 
season with half-empty stadi- 
ums during matches after 
allegations of corruption and a 
number of incidents involving 
hooligans. 

Mexican referees, accused of 
insulting players, maybe ashed 
to wear microphones. The Ar- 
gentinian midfielder Antonio 
Mohamed, captain of First 
Division Monterrey, put for- 
ward the plan after claiming 
players were often verbally 
abused by referees. The idea, 
proposed during a meeting of 
team captains and referees, 
was approved by the officials 
themselves. 


G Raoin (Fr I bi B Bta» (Zm) 6-3 fi.3; M Nc 

mm (Swel b F Santoro (Fr) 4-6 7-6 3^> „ 
F Mamilto ISp) bt L Tldeman |ui 7-6 6*2- 

sspsissEfgJirat! 
KttMK SRBSta 

Ifofnea (Rom) bt /Courier (US) 7-6 6 -t ’ 

nSBAMAN MTERNAmONAL HOWn 
TOWWAMEHT (Hobart SMthTteDt 
reuort: C RMmi (LB) hr 5 Hee«j(Usj 
R Grange (it) MR Dragon* (Romj 6-1 &-V 
teno-itasoui (Sp) be M Drake (Can) fci’i 

2: N Drchy (Fr) bt M Qnenuns (Ncttil 6_(j e. 


TENNIS 

SVmEVnTERHJtnONAL 


Mtafeafa- 


B W ?-& G Kuerten (Bra) bl G Rweds- 
I) 1-66-3 6-4; T Martin (US) br H 
br) 6-1 


C Ptotoe (Fr^bt_S_Draper 


6-3, M Puerra (An) bt J Slemerlnk 

WteL** 1 

' liter Mus) 
tuTIWt) 

7-5 6-7 6-3: J StoHenberg (Aus) l it A Be- 
rasaeegw (5p) 6-1 6-7 7-6: C Moya (5p) br T 


6-2 6-4; K Kucera I 


Mbt F Oaret 

[Spl 6-4 7-6. L Hewitt (Ausl bf P Rafter (Aus) 
7-6 6-1; T Muster (Aut) bt J BjorLman (Swe) 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


FA CUP 

(Sponsoret/ by A704) 
THIRD-ROUND REWAYS 

Barnsley SwinDon Tb«m_P 

(Tie to be ployed Dies 1 9 January. 745). 
Notts County —P Sbeffldd Utd— -P 
(Tie to be played Wed 20 January. 7.45). 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SECTION 
SECOND ROUND 
Hartlepool P rromo 

Mgan — -P ScarOorom* — P 

Rodxtale P Stoke P 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 
P Clyde 


Forfar 

LMngceon PEteSfc P 

THIRD DTVTSTON 

East Sdrflag — P DonAarteo P 

DiTBUMTIONAL UNDSt-16 miaio- 
LY (Iztnli: TOr): Turkey 0 England 2 (Fat- 
ten 2 ). 

HYMAN LEAGUE Premier DMafon: 
P o stpon ed: Walton a Hersham v Bas- 
ingstoke. Puna Cup T9M round: Post* 
poned: Enfield v PVrFleet. 


UN1BOND LEAGUE Premier d 
l\wtpuueiL Em ley v Fricktey F 

Presidents Cop second tonne 
pene* Aftrlndiam » Wgh rmi 
AUON INSURANCE COftBDi 
Rise DMdoo: Queen's Park Ra 
Bournemouth 1 “mrprmrd. Cji 
U td w West Ham; Mfllwall v Crysa 
TIE TIMES m youth cup 
•wtei Ptepone* Brighton v*- 

MONDAY’S LATE RESULTS; 

Scottish Cep Seomd row 
Queen's Pork v Ciachrucu 
Played mntoW). SaanriH 
Postponed Stining v 

Martens League Premier 
poned: Worcester QtywSa 

Cup second round- Pan 
scone Ucdv Burton Albion 
see leagoe HmDMsia 
KN 1 lot tor 2. PopB m l* 
DMsIon; Leicester 2 BtaO 

pooed: Sunderland v Leed 

One: Postponed: N 

dteBbrough. Creep Ft** 
Oldham v Stole. Avon be 

MniMn IBM — ■ 


1: Northampton 2 Arsena 

0 Tottenham l; Colchesf 
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FA Cup 
hit by 
onset of 
winter 




winter MADE its presence 
felt for first time in sport 
south of the border yesterday 
with two out of three FA Cup 
replays being postponed and 
racing losing meetings at 
Newcastle and Leicester 

Scotland lost eight League 
and Cup games on Saturday, 
but England had yet to catch 
a cold. Barnsley's third-round 
replay against Swindon Town 
fell victim to a frozen pitch, 
which wall have brought 
home to the First Division 
club the value of the under- 
soil heating they have yet to 
compete at OakwelL 
Pipework was laid in the 
summer; with the boiler due 
to be added when the Kop 
stand is rebuilt later this year. 

The Cup tie, which has the 
reward of a fourth-round 
home tie against 
Bournemouth for the win- 
ners, has been rescheduled 
for next Tuesday. 

Notts County’s replay 
against Sheffield United was 
called off after the water- 
logged Meadow Lane pitch 
failed a lunchtime inspection. 
The game will now be played 
nest Wednesday, with tire vic- 
tors meeting either Yeovil or 
Cardiff 

The only racing yesterday 
was at Lingfield’s all-weather 
track and punters have al- 
ready been denied a flutter at 
Sedgefield today. Two meet- 
ings remain - at Wolver- 
hampton’s all-weather course 
and Kempton, where the 
prospects are good. 
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The bad weather may have pat paid to any National Hunt racing in Britain yesterday, bat the conditions did not prevent horses working oat on Middleham Moor in Yorkshire John GUesfPA 
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different (9) 
plant (5) 

9 Composer not finishing 
meal? <5> 

10 Does its young damage 
orchards all over the 

S lace? (5,4) 

>ne’s feet always cold 
on these sheets? (10) 

12 Maximum temperature 
in freezer; obviously (4) 
14 Cheerful progress oy 
main road (7) 

15 This among the pliers 


firm street-price (4) 

22 Narrow, fashionable and 
ready-to-wear? (10) 

25 Individuals in Bharat - 
Asian republic (9) 

26 Master with a depart- 
ment (5) 

27 Scot's cry, indicative of 
welcome (5) 

28 Perfect specimen of 
carp, yet ne’s slipping 
away (9) 


with enthusiasm (7) 
First instalm ent isput 

S 3 in warehouse (7) 
oweva; dolls too can 
be treated in this hospi- 
tal (4) 

A rambler; say, climbed 


HP 

The 


(5) 


case for the com- 


13 


prehensives? (9) 
Howto 


DOWN 

Sea Change - work of al- 
Jristl5) 


legorist 


vex a peer? Tax- 
es, uigustly applied UOj 
14 Diverting aircraft, iq}, 
with means of lifting (9) 
16 Dishonest practice, 
putting tricky bends on 
railway (9) 

18 One cannot recall hav- 


that pick up? (7)" 
"s dai 


17 Shylock’s dauriiter’s 
case is put onto first of 
January (7) 

19 Appointment in adver- 
tising (7) 


with a well-in- 19 


sugar (9} 
Constables work that 


ing it (7) 
What 


impressed (he field 
(3,3,4) 

For example, 
in primitive sei 


it makes Capri so 
dry? (7) 

21 Grass edges cut (5) 


23 It'sjjomgupon the 


tent 

24 Granny is potassium- 
negative (4) 


Wilkinson’s youth 


call-up ‘cheats fans’ 




HOWARD WILKINSON IS on a 
collision course with dub man- 
agers who fear he will pick 
their top young players for two 
competitions during a crucial 
part of ihe season. 

Wilkinson, the Football As- 
sociation’s technical director, 
has even been accused of 
ffhpflting fans by Peter Rids- 
dale, the chairman of Leeds 
United - the dub he used to 


By tommy Staniforth 
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manage. 

The World Under-20 Champ- 
ionship is taking place in Nige- 
ria in April, and potentially 
Wilkinson could have a strong 
England side at his disposal, 
with Aston Villa’s Gareth Barry 
Joe Cole of West Ham and 
even Michael Owen eligible for 
selection. 

As a full international, Owen 
is not likely to be included for 
the three-week tournament, 
which runs from 3 to 24 April 
However; Wilkinson is eager to 
name the strongest possible 
squad - and Leeds look set to 
be particularly hard hit. 

The defender Jonathon 
Woodgate, the striker Alan 
Smith and the goalkeeper Paul 
Robinson have all been integral 
parts of the first-team plans of 
the Leeds manager, David 
O’Leary, this season - but the 
Eliand Road dub could be de- 
prived of all three The situation 
has prompted an angry re- 
sponse from Ridsdale, who be- 
lieves that, although the 


tournament is a worthwhile 
event, young players currently 
experiencing life in the first 
team would benefit more by 
staying in England. 

“It is very important that 

players of 18 and 19 who are not 

in tiie first team should get as 
much experience as possible 
and they can get that through 
playing in this tournament,” he 
said. “But I think that players 
who have emerged into first- 
team football in the Premier- 


ship shouldn't be taken a way at 
a time when your whole season 
is being determined. 

“Championships, FA Cups 
and European places are being 
determined and if Howard 
Wilkinson takes these players 
then he is cheating the fans, 
who have paid their season 
ticket money and puttiog the fu- 
ture of individual dubs at risk.” 

Any player selected for the 
competition would miss five 
scheduled Premiership match- 
es, plus the possibility of an FA 
Cup semi-final and replay. The 
Kkes of Wes Brown from Man- 
chester United could also be 


forced to sit out a European 
Cup semi-final. 

An already unattractive 

rtflgmiwn for W i lkinsim hpwinn* 

even worse with yesterday's 
news that the Wbrid Under-18 
Championship qualifyin g tour- 
nament- postponed in Israel in 
November because of the po- 
litical situation in the Middle 
East - will now take place in 
March. From 7 to 14 March, 
England will compete against 
the new host nation, Spain, An- 
dorra and Israel -and If they go 
through they will have to play 
a two-legged play-off on 31 
March and 28 ApriL Woodgate 


Murdoch backs Blatter plan 


THE MEDIA tycoon Rupert 
Murdoch has backed a contro- 
versial proposal by Sepp Blat- 
ter the president of football’s 
global governing body. Fife, to 
hold the World Cup every two 
years. 

However; Murdoch has sug- 
gested there could be one 
major difference - that it is dis- 
puted by dubs, not countries. 
“I think the Wortd Cup is a great 
international event, and there's 
no reason why it shouldn’t be 
every second yean” Murdoch, 
whose Sly television company 
wants to buy Manchester Unit- 
ed, said. “If we dont have a 
World Cup between countries ‘ 


every two years, maybe it will 
be right to have - in between 
the quadrennial World Cup that 
you have today - a World Cup 
of dubs. 

“Fbotball is so strong and so 
popular in so many parts of the 
world thatwe should see major 
international competition more 
than every four years,” Mur- 
doch added. 

Uefa yesterday rejected 
Blatter’s TO>rid Cup plan, say- 
ing it would have “negative 
consequences.” European foot- 
ball’s ruling body “not only ob- 
jected to the idea but also 
condemned the w^y tbe project 
was presented, without prior 


consultation of any of the rele- 
vant bodies.” 

Uefa is “of the opinion that 
tbe project would produce neg- 
ative consequences in porting, 
medical and commercial con- 
texts and have a damaging di- 
fed on domestic competitions.” 

Uefa countered that “there 
are other ways” of strengthen- 
ing national teams and federa- 
tions”, and ft “noted with regret 
that the project could be a mat- 
ter of personal prestige”. 

F3& will this week try to 
synchronize major competi- 
tions like the European Cham- 
pionship, the Copa America 
and the African Nations’ Cup. 


would also be a prime candidate 
for that competition as well 

Tbe Leeds manager has left 
Wilkinson in no doubtwhere his 
priorities should lie. “lam pre- 
. pared to fight this an the way” 
OLeaiysaid. “We are striving 
to qualify for Europe again, so 
ffwe were to lose so maqy of our 
players it would be a joke. 

“As well as being potential- 
ly damaging, those players are 
regularly involved with the fast 
team and hopefally will be chal- 
lenging for honours wftMs in 
April,’* the Irishman added. 
“What do the FA thinkr these 
players will learn in Jfigrapa? 
There is no cGmparisonJh play- 
ing in the Premiership*** - 

In contrast to Leeds,Liyer- 
pool have had some good hews 
with regard to an internation- 
al tournament Itwasbeheyed 
that Cameroon would require 
the defender Rigobert Song on 
24 January, when the ArifieM 
side face a fourth-roimcf'FA 
Cup tie at Old ’frafiord against 
Manchester United. . 

However; the 22-ye^f-oId 
Song, who has agreed a £2-8m 
move from the Italian Serie A 
dub Salenutana and is^now 
waiting for the Department of 
Employment to issue a work 
permit, has to serve a. two- 
match international ban and is 
unaUe to play for Cameroon in 
their African Nations’ Cup fix- 
ture that weekend. 

More football, page 25 
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Escape the everyday. Dive into Big Blue at the best ever London Boat Show. 
Over 1,000 boats (from £300 up), fashion shows, the world's largest chandlery 
store, the UK's biggest show of water-based holidays, a central 
pool spectacular and - of course - the famous Guinness bar. 

Plus the excitement of the Big Blue Experience for newcomers. 

Feel the passion; make a break for it 
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Earls Court 8tfi-17th January 1999. 

Every day 10anv7pm. Thursday 14th to 9.30pm. Sutday 17Bi to 6pm. 
Adtft ticket price £10.50 each (admits 2 children under 16 for free). 
Information line: 0990 100 556. www.bigtHue.orE.uk 
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by Richard 
Williams 


L ook at him," said Tommy 
Brooks, gesturing across the 
room at the squat figure in 
blade T-shirt, black boots and 
lime-green bikini briefs stand- 
ing next to a rack of punchbags, 
in animated conversation with 
a group of friends. “See how 
happy he is? The guy's happy. 
Before, there was a lot of turmoil .He was always 
looking over his shoulder. He was unhappy. But be 
was Idling me the other day - he said: ‘Man. things 
have been going so great that I just know something 
wrong is going to happen.’" 

"Happy” is not a word generally associated with 
Mike Tyson, the man in die lime-green briefs. Fbr 
almost 10 years now, ever since the night in Tbkyo 
when Buster Douglas knocked him down and took 
away his immortality, the name of Tyson has been 
exclusively linked with trouble. Think of Tyson and 
you no longer think of a supremely gifted boxer You 
think of guilt, rage, shame, retribution, scorn and 
disgrace. You think of things going wrong. 

Tbmmy Brooks is the latest trainer charged with 
the responsibility of overseeing Tyson's attempt to 
regain his lost crown. On Saturday night in Las 
Vegas, the former undisputed heavyweight champ- 
ion of the world meets Francois Botha of South 
Africa, christened The White Buffalo by the man who 
once managed both fighters, the egregious Don 
King. There are no titles at stake this weekend. Yet 
TVson’s drawing-power is such that he will earn 
around £l5m for his night’s work, the result of his 
continuing ability to persuade cable television sub- 
scribers that when he enters the ring, something 
memorable happens. 

Itis, after all, areasonable claim. This is the same 
, • ring in which, during his last fight 18 months ago, 
Tyson lowered himself to a new level of infamy by 
taking a bite out of each ofEvander Holyfi eld’s ears 
- for which he earned a disqualification, a fine and 
a suspension. The same ring in which, the previous 
year; he had stopped Bruce Seldon in the opening 
round before rushing from the arena to the emer- 
gency room of the nearly University Medical Cen- 
ter to see his friend TUpac Shakux; the rap star; die 
afiera shooting incident en route to apost-fighl party 
But. Tyson is unlike any other contemporary 
sportsman or woman in the way that the narrative 
oi his career diverts observers into consideration 
of matters that have no things t all to do with sport. 
Throughout tiiis decade his behaviour has consis- 
tently raised social and moral issues thpt go far be- 
yond the questions raised elsewhere by mundane 
displays of rtipating, bad manners and the use of 

pftrfar man pg ^»whanring dr ugs 

Not least, his existence reminds us - us white 
people, that is - of a world to which we cannot be- 
long, a world with its own codes and language, a par- 
allel and self-sustaining world born of 400 years of 
exclusion and alienation and now fiercely, 

- jjf truculently, proud of its survival. 

When Tyson was sentenced to three years in 
the slammer for raping the teenage beauty queen 
Desiree Washington, the case aroused debate over 
: issues including the relationship between black 

,.".-'. 7 ' men and black women, male-female sexual etiq- 

: uette in general, the use and abuse of celebrity and 

. ... _^!7 V cods***- the distorting effect of such celebrity on an indi- 
_' a 'V 7^7-. m W victual's behaviour 

And you would still have trouble finding two 
‘ - w - - 7 f y people to agree on whether or not he did it, or at 

least whetherwhat he ffidwas, in the circumstances, 

■ ■ .‘TissP a crim®- Tyson’s white admirers have long tried to 

■w-**' ~ jj£ defend him against the legion of sceptics by em- 
: phasising his intellectual cariosity, as ex femp fifl ed 

-i_. byai»ofou>MiknowiedgeandundMstancEngofbflx- 

. . mg’s history picked up from his first traines; Cus 

- ■ Ju--.y " ■ D’Amato, and his earfy managers, Jim Jacobs and 


..... r Bill Cayton - the that took a teenage hood- 

7 £ him from the Brownsville housing projects and 

7. .7' • turned him into the most formidable prizefighter 

l v . ■ £***3? on earth. The argument goes that a man who talks 
vrlll ^ with such intense and sympathetic eloquence 
. - about his heroes can hardly be the brute presented 

• - ; to the public; he must, instead, have been brutalised 

• - " " 7 — by his environment 

‘ r ‘ By itself this is not much of an argument (al- 
though its conclusion may be accurate), but it does 
give Tyson an undeniably appealing side. He 
' -7*"7T- showed it again this week, when drawn into a oon- 

■ versation about the era in which title fights lasted 
sJJ; 50, 60 or even 100 rounds. The sheer endurance of 

> the men who underwent such tests dearly fired Ins 

.. 7- imagination, and he talked enthusiastically about 

. the fights between Joe Gans, a black lightweight 
■. .i-e Sf# from Baltimore, and Battling Nelson, a white man, 

L . ; . before the First World War. 

- v. s* He spoke of being inspired by a photograph of 

irr'-' 3Bt s . the victorious Nelson standing in triumph over his 

l' victim's prostrate body. “Qirintessential arrogance”. 
"‘ 7 . Tyson called it; and there was a thrill in his voice. 

' j ?- “So inspirational Beautiful in a graceful way." He 
. . y? 7 - had copied the pose, he said, when he knocked out 

• v ^ 7 , - i rrs-f the great Larry Holmes in Atlantic City in 1988, while 

.r. - l J 7, ^ w making his second defence of the undisputed title. 

‘7.^5 Another reporter mentioned the Sonny listen 


sJ* 

•••••■ 

'■-•i 

•• v; 

• „ t *•£ * 

*7^1' 

V<r.: w >r 



adopt Jones’s meaningful tautology, a black 
negro - one who refused to conform to any of the 

optimistic stereotypes. 

Liston was a Las Ifegas resident, and after foiling 
for the second thw*. to the fists of Muhammad All 
hp Hv pH mc reasfo^ymaig ina] existence nnHl hp 
was found dead in 1970, aged 38, in mysterious cir- 
cranstances and with heroin in his vans. Tyson, who 
has a house on the outskirts of town, has been known 
to visit his grave, which is marked ijy a small plaque 
set into the lawn of a cemetery just off Paradise 


' ~X- ■ ■' ... .wijs- 

: -r- iw* 
- MO* 1 - 




bicpic being made by Hollywood later this yeac “An ■ Hoad, under the path of jets carrying thousands of 


interesting cat,” Tyson responded. “He wasn’t like holiday-makers every day into McCantm Airport 
people thought he was." Liston is, of course, the Tyson’s Las Vegas mansion is one of six homes 

heavyweight champian^ with whomtiseyoung Tyson- bought with the estimated £l20m that he has 
has nwrt often becarompared, interns of elaiwntal earned from boxing since turning pro in 1985, aged 
dark menace. “Sonny listen is the big black negro 18; Most of that fortune has gone, and now several 
in every white man’s hallway waiting to do hfo in»-ofthe houses are on the market, i nc l uding the one 
deal him under fbr all the hurts white men, through in Vegas^& which he spent around £7m. The tax- 
tbeir arbitrary order; have been able to inflict on the man is on his back, to the tune of £9m, and he in 
world," the poet and black militant LeRoi Jones tura is on the back of Don Kmg, who promoted his 
• wrote in 1963. “He is the underdeveloped, have-not fights from 1988 imtfl last year; when Tyson severed 
■w) (politically naive), backward country, the subject their r rt ation s hip Tyson is suing Ring for a sum be- 
people, finally here to coflect lus pound of flesh." lieved to be in the region of ^5m in unpaid earn- 

Tn th? Eighties, as TVsonM^drninedhk wav ings, and has begun similar proceedings against 

to the undisputed world title, you could have “Cancfy John" Home and Rory Holloway the two 
switdied his name for listen's. He was indeed, to King-approved homeboys who looked after his 




day-to-day management until shortly after the 
Hojyfield debacle. 

Now Tyson is listed as managing himself, al- 
though he has anew adviser; Shelly Finkel, whom 
he first met when he was a 1 5-year-old amateur; and 
who was once Holyfield’s manager Qnfy two mem- 
bers of his old team - Steve “Crocodile” Fitch, his 
combat-suited personal cheerleader; and Stacey 
McKinley hie cornerman -are still around. He has 
prepared for this fight at a gym near one of his other 
homes, m Phoenix, Arizona, where he fives with his 
wife Monica, apaediatridan, and their children, and 
where he is registered^ with the police as a convicted 
sex offender: Since the problems associated with 
earning vast sums of money began to erode the 
fighter’s willingness to main t ain proper attention 
to his craft skills, his training has beeb supervised 
by Tbmmy Brooks, a calm, watchful Californian in 
his mid-forties. 

At 32, Tyson has lost little or nothing in pure phys- 
ical terms. But there comes a time in the fives of 
most athletes^ when the mind begins to make its own 
derisions. Although Tyson is certainly capable of per- 
suading his limbs to produce the kind of elusive 
movement that was so noticeabfy lacking in his post- 
prison fights, does bis brain want to be bothered? 
He is, in any case, a complicated man in psycho- 


logical terms, seemingly able to justify to himself 
the massive internal contradiction between affec- 
tion and malevolence, between humility and 
arrogance, and lacking - understandably it must 
be said - any belief in the availability of social jus- 
tice, which explains wijy he responded to Hofyfirid's 
unp unish ed headbutting by taking the law be- 
tween his own teeth. 

When Tyson was invited to predict the outcome 
of the fight last week, he proclaimed: “I expect him 
to die." The shocked reaction was inevitable. 
Hadn’t he learnt anything? There are reliable wit- 
nesses, however; who claim that he said this with 
a smile on his face, in a conscious parody of a much 
loved moment from a James Bond film. Bond (about 
to be sawn in half): “Surely you dorft expect me to 
talk." Goldfinger (turning to leave): “No, Mr Bond. 
I expect you to die!" 

Well, he said it again on Monday; in response to 
the same question, witirout a smik this time but with 
a resolute air which did not, 1 think, mean that he 
expected to see Botha lying lifeless on the canvas 
on Saturday night, but that he had noted the 
response to his first version and had concluded that 
it was up to us to learn to accept and interpret his 
choice of language, because he was not about to 
compromise it 


Snce there is no lawtiiat Tyson respects, be must 
be a law unto himsell That view is unlikely to stand 
him in good stead when he appears before a court 
next month to answer accusations of having as- 
saulted a fellow road user and thereby violated his 
parole. If found guilty, he will be luefey to escape a 
further jail term. 

He has a new tattoo on the vast ex panse of his 
upper arm, where a likeness of Che Guevara has 
joined those of Mao Tse-tung and Arthur Ashe. “An 
incredible individual," he said on Monday in re- 
sponse to an inquiry. 

“Someone who had So much but sacrificed it all 
fertile benefit of other people." Che and Mao, wor- 
shipped by a man raised in the projects and mould- 
ed by lawlessness, who now finds himself with 
six houses, a fleet of Rolls-Royces and Bentleys 
and a writ in every post? No wonder there are 
contradictions. 

“I see a guy that's stfll not realty sure ofhimself,” 
Tommy Brooks remarked while Tyson was glad- 
banding the reporters clustered around the 
temporary gym, smiling and chatting freely, as if no 
one had ever written a nasty word about him, “He 
wants to do the right thing, andhe’s trying to do 
the right thing, but it remains to be seen whether 
he can do it” 
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THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 
The Independent 13 January 1999 




Accused of abuse 


Sir Yasmin Alibhai-Erown is 
mistaken if she thinks felse 
accusations of child abuse are 
justified in the course of 
safeguarding the nation's children 
(“Why do we still ignore the 
screams of abused children?” ,8 
January). A false accusation of 
child abuse cannot protect 
children ary more than a wrong 
diagnosis protects patients, ora 
miscarriage of justice protects 
murder victims. 

False allegations are 
detrimental both to the children 
involved ami the genuinely abused, 
whose plight may be overlooked 
because of the readiness to “cry 
wolf”. Justified concern should 
always be a basis for inquiry but 
the utmost care should be taken to 
avoid jumping to conclusions on 
the word of an accuser since 
allegations of child abuse are easy 
to make and hard to refute. 

What it comes down to is the 
reliance we place on the 
professionals and institutions 
entrusted with identifying child 
abuse. No amount of vigilance win 
compensate for poor judgement 
MADELINE GREENHALGH 
Director 

The British False Memory Society 
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire 


Healing the NHS 


Sir. The hypocrisy of the 
opposition party, repeatedly 
maligning the present 
government’s efforts to right the 
devastation wreaked upon the 
NHS by that very opposition party 
takes tiie breath away. 

I experienced nursing and the 
NHS during the period of the 
Conservative Party’s reforms. 

The whole ethos of nurse 
training had been centred on the 
welfare of the patients, their 
needs, medical physical and 
psychological and their rights as 
individual members of the human 
race. Ibis is not to say that the 
NHS was perfect Finances were 
never plentiful and care was 
exercised over expenditure. 

As the then government's 
policies started to take hold the 
ethos started to change. Patient 
care became a password, covering 
glossy leaflets dotted around 
waiting rooms, GP surgeries and 
the like, while the old caring NHS 
now found itself overrun by men 
and women of commerce, whose 
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Sin Of course I agree with Yasmin 
Alibhai- Brown that people who ill- 
treat kids should be reported. But 
the callers who think very carefiilfy 
before grassing a neighbour are 
not buxying their heads in the 
sand, but recognising the that it is 
a lot easier to puta child into care 
than to get him out again. 
Denouncing a family is likely to 
cause a lot of misery to a lot of 
people, including the child 
concerned. No wonder they 
hesitate. 

Ms Alihhai -Brown is right, it is 
terrible to be falsely accused of 
hurting your children. This 
happened to my wife and me, and 
the allegations included our 
teenage son, who was accused of 
abusing his sisters. It is a terrible 
thing to happen, but what is even 
worse is to be cleared by the police 
and the courts, yet still treated as 
an abuser by social services and 
barred from seeing your children. 
There is no appeal against their 
decision for my family and myself 

The slogan ‘best interests of the 
child” is used to justify whatever 
the social workers and the foster 
parents want The whole system is 
cloaked in secrecy. There is no 
legal aid available for 
representation. 

If Ms AUbhai-Brown wants to 
encourage people to act on the 
slightest suspicion over the way 
their neighbours are raising their 
kids, she should see what can be 
done to open up the system that 
takes so many children from their 
natural families, only to kick them 
out on the street again when they 
turn 18. One in four boys in jafl are 
graduates of the care system. Do 
you call that “safeguarding the 
nation's children?” 

THOMAS McCOURT 
Glasgow 



Signs of God No 3: At a service for the deaf at St Mary of the Angels, Canton, Cardiff; Sister Mary leads the "hymn signing’ 


TmHethermgton 


brief was to drag it into the market 
place. 

It would be impossible not to be 
saddened by the erosion of the 
caring principle. Managers 
increased and nurses decreased, 
leaving exhausted, frustrated 
nursing staff trying to make up the 
shortfall and fulfil their paring 
duties with situations quite often 
on the very brick of safety 
margins. 

What was the hidden agenda? 
Private health care? It certainly 
looked that way. The running-down 
of units, closing hospitals, closing 
wards, selling off hospitalk 
Shortage of beds, and facilities, 
patients being hawked from 
hospital to hospital in the hope of 
finding a bed and lifesaving 
treatment Is it really surprising 
that men and women are now 
reluctant to enter the profession? 

The present government will 
turn this soriy situation around. It 
will take years to redress the 
wrongs and put the heart back into 
nursing. 

Mrs J DAVIES RGN (RETIRED) 
Maidstone. Kent 


aim is to foster a constructive and 
helpful culture within which the 
majority of doctors who are doing a 
good job can demonstrate this and 
to enable the early detection of 
emerging problems so that the 
doctors concerned have the 
opportunity to put things right 
FINLAY SCOTT 
Chief Executive 
General Medical Council 
London Wl 


Mutual confidence 


No crisis in drama 


Sin As getting assistance from the 
National Health Service is now a 
bit of a national lottery, why 
shouldn’t the NHS get a bit of the 
National Lottery (or more than a 
bit?) 

GEOFFREY STUTTARD 
Chigioeli Essex 


Sin Your article “Undercover 
monitors to check on GPS" (4 
January) is misleading. In 
November 1998, the General 
Medical Council decided that 
specialists and general 
practitioners must be able to 
demonstrate - on a regular basis - 
that they are keeping themselves 
up to date and remain fit to 
practise in their chosen field. A 
steering group has been set up to 
cany out further work in 
preparation for further discussion, 
on the implementation issues, in 
February. 

The options being considered 
do not include “secret” 
performance checks. Rather; the 


Sin David Lister's article “RSC 
goes to war against National” (7 
January) creates the impression of 
hostility where none exists. 

The RSC and the National 
Theatre are two very different 
organisations with different 
purposes, but we have always 
worked together and supported 
each other. Finding discrepancies 
between us are a matter of regret 
to both organisations. 

Remarkably, the RSC and the 
National have both survived, and 
created between them dozens of 
fine productions, through six years 
of standstill funding- Attempts to 
portray us as being at each other’s 
throats are merely mischievous at 
a time when, at last, things may be 
getting a little better. 

ADRIAN NOBLE 
Director, Royal Shakespeare 
Company 
TREVOR NUNN 
Director, National Theatre 
London SEl 


Sir Andrew Verity’s report “Hewitt 
snubs societies' bid for protection" 
(7 January) quotes rather 
selectively from an interview I gave 
on the Today programme on 6 
January. This letter aims to set out 
more fully what needs to happen 
before a building society can 
convert to a pic. 

What differentiates mutual 
societies from other organisations 
is that they are run for the benefit 
of their members (rather than 
external shareholders) each of 
whom has a vote, and that their 
boards are answerable to those 
members. So I do not think we 
ought to be surprised, or worried, 
if, from time to time, members 
want to put down resolutions about 
a society’s future. But a pro - 
conversion resolution tabled by 
members is tif passed) only one 
possible first stage in a much 
longer process. None of the 
societies that have converted, or 
been taken oven in recent years 
has started down that road on the 
basis of a members’ resolution. 

For such a resolution to be 
carried over half of those voting 
have to vote in favour If such a • 
resolution were to be passed -and 
so for none has been - then it 
would be for the board to decide 
what to do next They are obliged 
to act in the best interests of their 
m emb ers. Only they ran formally 
propose conversion. If they chose 
to do nothing, then members 


might seek to vote in new directors 
at the next opportunity, but that 
would take time - probably some 
years; and again, they would need 
to achieve a majority of those 
voting in order to succeed. 

If tee board were to propose 
conversion to tee members, then 
an even stiffer voting hurdle would 
have to be overcome. First, a 
turnout of 50 per cent of investing 
members would be required, and 
75 per cent of those voting would 
have to vote in favour; for 
conversion to take place. It was 
this government that raised the 
turnout threshold from 20 per cent 
to 50 per cent. 

There are also separate voting 
arrangements for borrowing 
members. The majority of those 
voting also have to be in favour 
before a conversion can go ahead. 

So whether or not building 
societies remain mutual is a very 
long way from being something 
that can be decided by 50 
members. That is why this 
government does not see the need 
for more “prot ection " for societies. 
PATRICIA HEWITT 
Economic Secretary to die 
Treasury 
London SWj 


Roman order 


Mafia mattresses 


Sir Christopher Hawtree (Words, 
12 January) is evidently unfamili ar 
with The Valachi Papers, tee 
confession of low-level New York 
mobster named Joseph Valachi, 


Sin Ian Jack’s Spot the 
Northern Town Competition (9 
January) revealed a large chip 
on the shoulder: There is a 
reciprocal lack of knowledge 
about the South by those in the 
North. Go to Newbiggin-by-the- 
Sea and ask anyone to mark a 
map w ith Basildon or Croydon. 
PETER MASKENS 
Hornchurch, Essex 


IN BRIEF 


Sin The Henge in tee Sea 
found on the Norfolk coast is 
one of the most important 


discoveries of tee millennium, 
yet English Heritage has no 
plans save It! (report, 12 
January). Of course it can be 
preserved in situ; with an 
artificial harbour around it, 
surmounted by a dome. Mary 
Rose style restoration work 
could teen be undertaken. As 
usual the priority is financial 
and it disgusts me to contrast 
this with English Heritage's 


exotic plans totalfy to disrupt 
our own neighbourhood in 
order to convert Stonehenge 
intoa lucrative theme park. 
ADRIAN TTBBITTS 
Shrew ton, Wiltshire 


Sin The US Senators have 
sworn to judge the 
impeachment of President 
Clinton impartially. When they 
vote along party lines, who 
impeaches them? 

PETER ABBOTT 
London SEZ0 


Sir; Robert Graves’s tree alphabet 
Getter 7 January) has an unusual 
order. Our alphabet, and tee order 
of its letters, is basically the Latin 
one, which tee Romans inherited 
from tee Greeks via tee Etruscans. 

But tee Greeks didn't invent it 
Some Greek genius who knew the 
Phoenicians’ language adopted 
their 22-letter alphabet to write 
Greek. The Phoenicians had no 
signs for vowels, so the Greek 
altered the sound of some letters 
and invented others, placing the 
new letter omega at the end. By 
early in the 8th century BC Greeks 
throughout the Mediterranean . 
were using variants of this alphabet 
Its Phoenician origin is proved by 
the order of the letters -similar to 
alphabets used in Sinai -and by tee 
names of many of the letters, which 
mean nothing in Greek, but do in 
Semitic lan guage Al pha means a 
bull beta a house etc 
The Romans dropped a few 
Greek letters including omega, 
and made a slight alteration to the 
order 

MAKYLANCH 

Harrow on the Hid, Middlesex 


Sleaze in Brussels 






Sin You report that EU ; 

C ommissi on “officials are stunned 
by the speed” with which concern 
has mounted over frandin tee EU " 
revealed by Paul van Buitenen 
(“Sleaze rowcould ruin Santer’s 
team”, 8 January). 

This shows their utter 
complacency. Fbryear after year; 
the EU accounts havebeot - 
qualified fay tee auditors, on . 
budgets amounting to billions of ■ .*•“ 

pounds a year Is it suiprismgthat* ] 

Green and other members ofthe ' ' 

European Parliament are trying to 
take this opportunity to address 
the issue of EU fraud? 

We are taxpayers in one of the . -il 
countries which is anet payer to 
tee EU, despite our rebate. Should d&g.: 
we not be cheering on auditors aadS* t 
MEPs trying to fnid out how our 
money has been wasted onfraufl?, y - 

At the next European Pariiamentf . ^U 
election in June, Ihqpewe will air - > - 
remember which MEPs were :iji - 


1 ". 


T 


action, and which were trying to 
smother it Pauline Green andhet •■-■-li'Q 
Labour group show little agn of fee ;=>•£. » J 
concern forsound finance dauneS " 
so often by new Labour 
JOHNNORRIS 
London TW9 




*%■ 



Sir: Yesterday (“San ter fights 
prospect of sacking entire 
c ommis sion", li January) tee 
European Union was Fbreign ' f • 
News. Today (“Santerjfiedgeswaf?^^ 
on Euro-fraud”, 12 January) itis j" 
Home News. Enough, of this -> V. £ 

indecision: how about trying 
“European News”? 

STEVE EMMOTT 
Brussels 


Labour turmoil 


edited by Peter Maas in tee late 
Sixties. 

Valachi says that tee phrase “to 
go tee mattresses" originated 
during an underworld upheaval in 
the early 1930s known as tee 
Casteflamer ese War. Gangs would 
rent empty buildings and install 
assassins in them to target 
members of opposing frictions. 
Since this often involved days or 
weeks of surveillance, mattresses 
were needed for the murder teams 
to sleep on until the ‘job” was 
done. The phrase “to go to tee 
mattresses" naturally came to 
acquire the meaning of starting a 
gang war- tee context in which it 
is used in The Godfather. 

Valachi is also responsible for 
revealing tee name teat most New 
York members of the “Mafia" gave 
to their organisation -Cosa 
Nostra. 

CRAIG DUNFORD 
Belfast 


Sr. So there we have it Gordon 
hates Tony. Tony hates Gordon. 
Robin hates Gordon. Gordon hates 
Robin but not as much as Robhfs - 
ex-wife hates Robin. Donald hates " 
Derry and vice versa. John hates - 
Gordon, Robin and Tony. ‘ - f 

Everybody hates Peter Afun hates. 
RhodrLRhodri hates Alum Tbnyi .... 

Gordon, Peter and Rolan all hate; 
Ken. Jack would like to bang heads' 
together but he doesn’t know 
where to start Is that aboutright ? 
CHRIS PAYNE 

Uatrridge, Middlesex .y 






Sin ■fony Blair packed in no fewer ' 
than five rhetorical triads (such as : 
“It is as New Labour that we woe 
elected; ft is as New Labour that ' 
we have governed; and It is as New 
Labour that we will continue to . 
govern”) in his address to your . 
readership (8 January). 

A fondness for this contrived ’ . 
and wearisome device is one of tee 
more venial vices he has inherited ; 
from Mr Majoq who at least had the 
excuse of bring in-educated. But 
the constantharping on the 
number three evinces a new and 
sinister religiosity. It comes as no 
surprise, when, in tee third 
paragraph, he chooses “to define 
the Third Why in three areas”. 

If there are any atheist socialists . 
left out there (strange to think how ’ 
not so long ago, we might have 
been forgiven for thinking teat we / 
would inherit tee earth), I suggest 
to you that this man is our 
Nemesis. 

MATTCAVANAGH 

Oxford 




Sin The torrent of vulgar publicity 
concerning the peccadillos of 
leading politicians is a reminder of 
how much better the country was ' 
governed when major policy 
deris i ons were taken behind dosed 
doors (hiring country-house 
weekends. Don’t any of our new .- 
masters read TroQope? 

PG ADDISON 
Ipswich 


Smoke and mirror 


Sin So the tobacco barons are to 
flood tee Third World with 
cigarettes and kill hundreds of 
thousands of souls ayear (reports, 
12 January). Just wait for tee 
whingeing of Western politicians ; .. 
when the Third World reciprocates 
with cocaine and heroin. 

DAVID HANN 
Liverpool 


What’s the word for a secretion of fluid from a statue? 


] AM constantly deluged with agon- 
ised queries about tee correct 
usage of words. I do not feel qual- 
ified to answer many of teem my- 
■‘sll so I am glad to be able to turn 
to Dr Wordsmith, tee lan g ua ge ex- 
pert who always pops in to hrip me 
out when he can tear himself away 
from the pub. All yours. Doc! 


Dear Dr Wordsmith, There was a 
time a few years back when tee 
papers were full of reports of Hindu 
statues miraculously giving milk. I 
wonder if you remember this? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: No. I must 
have been in the pub at the time. 


they were in fact miraculously cry- 
ing or giving milk. No explanation 
was given for this phenomena and 
after a while it stopped being re- 
ported. 1 assumed at the time that 
these were ether fraudulent dairas 
or some sat of wishful thinking, but 
never found out for sure. Of course 
.they may have been some sort of 
co mmunal hallucination. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Excuse 
me. Do you have a question? 


Well take it from me. there was a 
time when lots of newspapers re- 
ported Hindu effigies exuding nat- 
ural fluids such as milk and water; 
and people claimed seriously that 


Yes. Is there a name for this 
process, whereby a story becomes 
common currency and then sinln; 
into obscurity before it has ever 
been proved or disproved? 

Dr Wordsmith writes; I shouldn’t 
think so for a moment. Next! 


gular noun, when he wrote “this 
phenomena”, whereas of course it 
is the plural form of “phenomenon”. 
But then, in our careless age this 
happens increasingly often. “Data" 
is often treated as singular, as are 
“tee media” and even “criteria" - 
I shudder every time I hear people 
say “By this criteria” but I suppose 
I am doomed to go on shuddering. 
What I wanted to know is, is there 
a name for the process of a plural 
word becoming its own s ingular ? 
Dr Wordsmith writes: There may 
zoril be. ^pou should come across 
it, do not hesitate to let me know. 



I notice that your last writer used 
the word “phenomena” as a sin- 


Recentiy I have noticed teat an old 
trend is reasserting itsett ie that of 
writers calling themselves by then- 
initials rather than a first name. In 
the old days we had T S Eliot and 
EV Knox and H G Wells and so on, 


Miles 

Kington 

Dr Wordsmith writes: 
That 's a very interesting 
point. I only wish I knew 
the answer. Next! 


but then it became desperately un- 
fashionable to use initials. I can’t 
think of any writers in tee Fifties, 


Shcties or Seventies who did, except 
for tee. now rather forgotten BS 
Johnson, and perhaps D J Enright 
Now it’s coming back again, aixl we 
have AS Byatt, AL Kennedy, P J 
O'Rourke and many others. 

Well we live in a very informal 
age where total strangers go on 
chat shows and address each other 
by their first names, and indeed in 
some restaurants waiters and 
waitresses actually wear tags on 
their chests saying “Karen" and 
“Trevor”, but I have noticed that 
■ when authors with ini tials go on 
chat shows, the presenters never 
know what to call them. Should P J 
O’Rourke be caned P J or Patrick? 
And is there a name for this inde- 
cision between initials and name? 
And have you ever seen a waitress 
with a name tag that just gave her 
initials, as in “Hi! Tm A J!"? 


Dr Wordsmith writes: Not to the 
bestqfmytomotedgeAndthenext! 


I noticed the other day that the man 
across the road from me owns a car 
called a Volkswagen Passata. Not 
two hours la ter I noticed that a tin 
of processed Italian tomatoes in try 
kitchen cupboard was called Tom- 
ato Passata. Which is correct? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Fm sure 
both are. Next ' 


If the dust^acket of a book was de- 
signed to keep off dust, was the fly- 
leaf designed to keep off flies? 

Dr Wordsmith writes; Look, was 
I dragged out qfthepub to answer 
damfool questions like these? 


Five or ten years back, there was 
a great vogue for words such as 
tyuppy” and “bimbo?. You never 
hear either of these words any 
more, yet tee people they refer to 
still exist. So what are they called 
nowadays? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: That’s a 
very interesting point. I only wish 
J knew the answer Next! 


Damfool is an interesting word, 
being made up of an aeg edivu and 
a noun. A bit like smartalec. Inci- 
dentally, do you know why it is par- 
ticularly Aleis who are supposed to 
be smart? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: InJOminr 
ides’ time, I shaRbe standing atthe 
bor of the Three JoUy Typesetters, 
ond any smartalec who wishes to 
buy me a pint of stout wSL also buy 
my knowledge on the subject 
Good day to you, sir! 


Dr Wordsmith will be h ank- a gain 
soon. Keep those queries rriDng in! 
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to bring negligent 
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the revelation that only one police officer will be 
charged with neglect of duly for his actions during the 
Stephen Lawrence murder inquiry shows how difficult it 
remains to hold the police to account This Police 
Complaints Authority announcement shows that internal 
investigations are not tough enough to control a force that 
can mishandle witnesses, lose or destroy evidence and 
ignore promising leads. 

At least the report of the main inquiry’ into the 
Lawrence murder, the proceedings of which have shone 
such light into some dark places, is still pending. It will 
have to do better than this if it is to be credible. Failings 
that the Complaints Authority has played down - 
specifically the failures to give proper first aid at the scene 
of the crime, and to keep a log book at the scene - ought 
to have resulted in more than the verbal warnings that 
will now ensue. 

Other officers will escape action entirely. Three have 
already .avoided disciplinary action by the simple but all 
too common expedient of retiring before they could be pun- 
ished, which is a pity. The PCA notes that more senior 
police personnel failed to build bridges with the family: it 
should have powers to call them to account too, rather 
than meekly recommend that tr ainin g be overhauled. 

There is more at stake here than simply one mis- 
carriage of justice - although the details of the Lawrence 
affair alone are shocking enough. Black Britons feel that 
they are discriminated against by the police, with “stop 
and search” policies falling disproportionately on them. 
Stephen Lawrence, a bright, articulate young man who was 
snuffed out by the racism of a few white thugs, has 
become an icon to them; he paid with his life for that same 
discrimination which plagues so many others in the black 
community. 

A wider public are just as anxious to see this case 
resolved. They have watched with admiration the courage 
of Stephen’s parents, which has become the strongest 
weapon in their campaign. That public will feel aggrieved 
today and await with concern the report of the main inquiry, 
m the meantime, they will have tb make do with the some- 
what grudging public apologias of the Commissioner. 

t t apology will do little to heal the Lawrence family’s 
t; only justice will do that 

The inquiry into Stephens' death was a mess, as the 
investigations carried out for the PCA by the Kent Con- 
stabulary revealed. The PCA should have the powers and 
courage to reflect this. It has fumbled an opportunity to 
demonstrate them; now others must Dismissal should 
follow sjerious censure of officers in the Macpherson 
inquiry, for anything less would subvert the public's trust 
in the law itself 
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Special hospitals in 
need of urgent surgery 


BRITAIN’S SPECIAL hospitals are in trouble - and they 
have been for years, dragging Britain's shameful legacy 
of benighted lunatic asylums with them across the 20th 
century and, it now appears, to the brink of the 21st. The 
publication of Sir Peter fbiion’s report into the Ashworth 
Special Hospital on Merseyside shows a dreadful example 
of this lack of progress. 

The revelations contained in the report seem too shock- 
ing even to merit the word “disgrace”. Many allegations 
made by a former inmate, which prompted the setting up 
of the inquiry in 1997 by the then Conservative Health Sec- 
retary, Stephen DorreD, have been confirmed. Management 
seems to have let the system spin out of control, with drink 
and drug abuse rife. Pornography seeped into an institution 


meant to house those convicted of abusing children - incom- 
petence of an unimaginably liigh order. 

These problems have existed for many years. Sir Louis 
Blom-Cooper conducted a government inquiry into them 
as long ago as 1991, reaching the conclusion that such insti- 
tutions eoidd not be saved. Only radical reform, he con- 
cluded, could salvage anything from the meek. Why has 
it taken so many years for another report just to I’ecord 
similarly that the staff were unhappy and divided, the facil- 
ities were inadequate and the care was dismal? 

Ashworth’s problems were bad enough to come io the 
attention of any decent monitoring system. The staff's 
behaviour since the whistle was blown speaks for itself. The 
last two years have seen the sacking or resignation of two 
of Ashworth’s chief executives and the resignation of a 
number of less senior staff 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary of State for Health, 
announced his response to the Fhlion report yesterday: pro- 
cedures in the Personality Disorder Uni! are to be tight- 


ened and a number of management staff dismissed. Vital 
measures, doubtless, but they do not go nearly far enough. 
Mr Dobson argues that abolishing special hospitals 
altogether would change oniybricks and mortar"; but the 
buildings reflect the ethos uf au outdated system. 

The menial health charity Mind has long advocated the 
only sensible resolution: special hospitals - including 
Hampton and Broadmoor. Ashworth’s sister institutions - 
should be closed down and replaced with a network of 
smaller, modern units. That would allow a range of 
different treatments to be adopted, rather than just dump- 
ing disturbed individuals - many of whom have commit- 
ted no crime but are being confined on the basis of their 
theoretical danger - in virtual prisons. 

No one is arguing that security around some of the most 
dangerous people in Britain should be loosened, but med- 
ical and psychiatric care require a higher priority. By 
refusing to countenance a new approach, the Government 
demonstrates an unwelcome and dangerous conservatism. 
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Forget the gunboats - it’s time 
for good old-fashioned diplomacy 


Q uote of the Day 


■ The whole thing was a mess from top to bottom." 

Frank Dobson, i - 

Health Secretary, on Ashworth Mental Hospital 


Tkcoght for the Day 
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A MONTH ago, Yemen was just the 
mysterious Arabia Felix where they 
built houses on top of rocks, chewed 
gat through the long hot afternoons 
and produced the odd unsettling, but 
distant coup. Now, events at the tip of 
the Arabian Peninsula have inter- 
posed themselves rudely on Robin 

Cook’s torrid career. Instead of Britain 

■ accusing Middle East nationals of 
being party to terrorism, we find 
ourselves in the uncomfortable 
position of our own citizens being 
accused of plotting kidnappings and 
bombings in Yemen. 

The trail of terror and confusion 
leads back, via the Internet, to the less 
exotic setting of Finsbury Park, from 

■fifhere Abu Hamza advertises his 
Islamic training camp with due regard 
for equal opportunities: “Special lec- 
tures for sisters regarding women and 
the role of women in the field of 
Jihad”. His baric may be worse than 
his bite. We should be suspicious 
when so much attention is focused on 
a singte loudmouth prepared to deiliw 
soundbites about the need to avenge 
An gl o-American “state terrorism’’. 
Mr Hamza has been preaching his 
views in the Finsbury Baritmosque for 
some time. I imagine that they are 
r ather well known to MI5 and the 
counter-terrorism squad. 

Free speech is always the democ- 
ratic principle we are keenest to 
throw away when it is others who are 
to be silenced, not us. It might not be 
very nice of Mr Hamza to carry in his 
Internet site passages of Osama bin 
Laden’ s philosophy such as: "The 
walls of oppression cannot be demol- 
ished except in a hafi of bullets,” but 


one could not ban it without coming 
down on every other revolutionary 
group which believes in violent final 
conflict to resolve the class struggle, 
in the name of animal rights or to end 
repressive male hegemony. That has 
never proved an effective approach to 
stiffing dissent 

Mr Hamza is not reaDy the problem. 
More important is what his son 
(sought by the Vfemeni authorities) and 
step-son (under arrest there) were 
doing there and how justified the 
Sana’a government is in its accusa- 
tions against them. It would be a 
more rash person than I who would 
daim to know whether those detained 
are bang fitted up by the "Yemeni gov- 
ernment or whether they are gtrilfy of 
plotting the violence ofwhich they are 
accused. The Fhreign Office's dilemma 
is that it is exerting itself for people 
who may turn out to have been ter- 
rorists, many of whose supporters are 
no enthusiasts for Western freedoms. 

As things stand, the accused are 
being held without charge and are 
being denied access to their lawyer 
so Britain is duty-bound to help. I see 
□o justification for the charge that Mr 
Cook has bungled things by delay 
beyond a general desire to kick a politi- 
riart when he is down. The pressure 
at such times is always to proceed with 
a bang and a rush - never to take 
things steadily. 

But some situations defy haste. 
This one, which combines internal 
tribal feuds, the undigested after- 
math of the unification ofYemen, the 
ill-feeling generated by Britain’s par- 
ticipation in the Iraq bombing raids 
and the sensitivity in Sana’a about the 



ANNE 

Mcelvoy 

We must live with the 
consequences of giving 
fundamentalism a foothold 
in strategically intal Yemen 


bungled hostage-release, demands a 
tot of looking before the leap. 

Some 10 years ago I spent a sum- 
mer visiting diplomatic friends in 
Yemen, the most beautiful country I 
have ^ver seen. I have never been so 
hot as I was at the vast Marib damn, 
nor as exhilar ated by the terraced 
mountain slopes, negotiated by heav- 
ily laden donkeys for more speedily 
than by our four-wheel vehicles. 

Of ftuzdamentalism, the only hint 
was being stoned by a crowd of 
women as a “Nazarene", having been 
foolish enough to stray into a religious 
area. The kidnapping of Westerners 
was an occasional inconvenience, 
politely conducted in order to extort 
roads and dean water from the gov- 
ernment, swiftly conduded. 

-That was before the unification of 
\femen. The Cold Whr imposed its hru- 


tal simplicities here as it had in other 
troubled parts of the globe. The north 
was pro-Western, the south the heart 
of the Soviet Union's sphere of influ- 
ence in the Middle East, where the 
Russians and East Germans sought 
- hopelessly - to centralise control in 
a tribal land by seeking to restrict the 
days on which qqt could be chewed. 

After the Berlin Wall fell, the Sana'a 
government re-imported fundamen- 
talists from Saudi Arabia in order to 
chase out the Marxists in the south. 
Unification was in vogue everywhere. 
The West supported integration, be- 
lieving that it would increase stability 
in the region. But we were cavalier 
about the terms on which it happened. 

Whether Western governments 
would have approved of Mr Hamza 
planting explosives on behalf of the 
mujahedin also is a matter of dates. 
Osama bin Laden was a useful tool 
against Western enemies at the time. 
The end of the Cold War meant a re- 
alignment of friends and enemies 
whose less ethical implications were 
forgotten in the general relief and tri- 
umphalism nicely parodied (except he 
meant it) in PJ O'Rourke’s boast “We 
kicked Commie ass." 

The trouble is, we live now with the 
consequences of how we kicked Com- 
mie ass in Afghanistan - a country 
bleeding itself to death - and helped 
give fundamentalism a foothold in the 
strategically vital country of Vemen. 
Using the sword of Islam against the 
hammer and sickle was a high-risk 
policy and we pay the price today. 

I have bad my doubts about Mr 
Cook as Foreign Secretary. Mr Blair's 
lavish praise of his “superb" perfor- 


mance was rani: hyperbole. Bu: on 
Yemen, he has the opportunity to 
rehabilitate himself by shoving that 
he can hold his nerve in a situation 
which can not be resolved by the more 
dramatic means of mercenaries or 
gun boats. This one needs good, old- 
fashioned diplomacy 

At the mention of the words 
“British nationals”, however, ram- 
pant irrationalism sets in. Already, 
those who wish to raise the temper- 
ature of an already tragic situation - 
with three Britons dead - are 
recommending Libyan embassy 
tactics.- Apart from the practical 
objection that the prisoners are being 
held, inconveniently, in Aden and not 
in St James' Square, an ah -out 
confrontation with the Yemeni au- 
thorities would simply play into rl;e 
bands of Islamicists seeking to 
strengthen their grip n.n power. 

Ye-sterday, Michael Howard 
compared the alleged tardiness of the 
Government in dealing with the pris- 
oners in Yemen, with the stream of 
prisoner releases in Ulster. .4s the 
Conservatives support the Good Fri- 
day agreement this was off-message 
even by their own standards. 

More seriously, his attack on Mr 
Cook risked fuelling aggression 
among some of the prisoners - sup- 
porters towards the British govern- 
ment It was a shameful performance, 
the wopse for coming from an intelli- 
gent and experienced former minis- 
ter who knows that there are limes 
when tiie national interest demands 
that the Opposition behaves loyally in 
order not to make a dangerous situ- 
ation worse. This is one of them. 


“Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, 
the :rue place for a just man is also a prison." 
Henry David Thoreau. 

American writer 
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JACQUES SANTER complains: 
“We are the victim of our own 
^pnsparenqy”. That is not tim 
3 the European Commission 
president becomes a victim, 
then it is because he is not in 
control of his political busi- 
ness. Brussels now needs to be 
controlled. The 20 commis- 
sioners do not constitute a gov- 
ernment, but they have long 
been more than an adminis- 
tration. What is lacking is a 
dear distribution of power; a 
Constitution for Europe. This 


wQI not be attained in the short 
term. The mess caused by the 
commissioners does not war- 
rant the resignation of ail of 
them, but the most incompe- 
tent commissioners must go. 
Die Welt, Germany 


MONITOR 


ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
European comment on the allegations of 
corruption in the EU Commission 


stade. The Commission will be 
damaged by a dispute inop- 
portune for the EU and in- 
comprehensible to the public. 
El Mundo, Spain 


it also has to think ahead to the 
European elections in June. 
Frankfurter AUyeneine 
Zeitung. Germany 


TO OUR MEMBERS WERE THE 

4th EMESSENCY SERVICE 




EDITH CRESSON [France’s 
commissioner] is accused Of 
hiring a personal friend as an 
adviser, and Manuel Marin 
[Spain’s commissioner] is crit- 
icised for a lack of control over 
community funds that he man- 


ages. These do not seem suffi- 
cient motives to unleash a cri- 
sis of such proportions. The 
real reasons are different - 
the negotiation of the commu- 
nity -budget has poisoned 


things. Germans and Dutch, in- 
stigators of the confrontation, 
are taking advantage of some 
minor irregularities to justify a 
drastic cut in European social 
funds, to which San ter is an ob- 


THE GOVERNMENT needs a 
Commission that can support 
its Agenda 2000 plans with 
courage and competence. The 
government must support San- 
ter and his team. But it must 
also show consideration for 
the European Parliament and 
their anger with Brussels, and 


DELEGATES FIN’D themselves 
in a delicate situation, torn be- 
tween the terror of censure and 
the unease of coming across as 
trying to keep a lid on a Com- 
mission that is not even going 
to try to make amends: the 
scandals of which are. even 
now, still on everyone’s lips. 
Le Soir, Belgium 
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4/COMMENT 



Pandora 


NOW THAT Lord Falconer has 
taken control of the 
Millennium Dome, the 
project’s environmentalist 
critics find themselves feeing 
a familiar -and formidable - 
opponent Once described as 
a “left-wing Tory’' by a 
Labour MI? Falconer was a 
high-flying lawyer, said to 
earn £500,000 a yeaz; who first 
met Tony Blair when they 
were schoolboys in 
Edinburgh and who later, 
shared a Wandsworth house 
with the future Prime 
Minister. Greenpeace, who 
are vociferous critics of the 
Dome's HFC -cooled air- j 
conditioning system, 
remember Charles Falconer 
from his days when he 
advised the arch-foe British 
Nudear Fuels. Unfortunately, 
when Pandora rang Lord 
Melchett the head of • 
Greenpeace, yesterday to 
solidt his reaction to 
Falconer’s new Dome 
responsibilities, the noble 
environmentalist was out of 
the office nursing an injured 
knee. Hopefully, he will mend 
soon and return to share his 
views on Falconer 


TWO OF the Internet’s 1 
greatest claims to feme are 
about to combine to create 
yet another unprecedented 
cyber -even L The Net’s 1 
infini te supply of 
pornography and its most 
famous journalistic scoop 
(the Web gossip columnist 
Matt Drudge’s breaking of 
the Monica Lewinsky story) 
will soon join op when 
something called Primal 
Entertainment launches a 
“live re-enactment of the 
Starr Report'’ featuring 
“performers depicting the 
intimate encounters 
between the President and 
Monica Lewinsky". It won’t 
be free, however, but only 
available to adults who 
“purchase tickets with a 
mqjor credit card”. The 
porn star Ron Jeremy has 
been engaged both to direct 
and star as Bill Clinton in 
this most inappropriate of 
all broadcasts, set for 25 
January. Well, it had to 
happen, didn’t it? 


AN ARTICLE appeared in the 
Daily Mail yesterday by 
“leading left-wing 
commentator” Melanie 
Phillips. This billing must 
have raised eyebrows all 
over the country, for 
Phillips has not 
exactly established 
herself as a bright 
star in this country’s 
leftist firmament in 
1997, for example, 
she gave a lecture 
to the Centre for 
Policy Studies in 
which she attacked 
modern liberalism 
for its emphasis on 
personal freedom 
and individual 
rights, warning New 
Labour “to rein back 
individualism 
through 
restoration of 
true liberal 
constraints”. 


Left wing, yes, but according 
to a late- 18th-century 
definition. As for Melanie’s 
view on the current hospital 
crisis, yesterday’s article 
proclaims: “the modem nurse 
often considers it beneath her 
to make sure that an elderly 
patient who can barely move 
is comfortable on her pillows, 
or that her hair is washed.” 
This haughty indictment of an 
entire beleaguered profession 
is radical all right but leftist? 


READERS KEEN to 
purchase a new brand of 
scent provocatively called 
“Viagra” had better go 
surfing as soon as possible. 
The dubious perfume is for 
sale only over the Internet 
but the pharmaceutical 
giant Pfizer, manufacturer 
of the male rejuvenation 
miracle drug, is bringing a 
suit against a firm called 
Park Plaza Fragrances 
which, presumably, is a 
specialist in the techniques 
of the hard sndL 


SOME FIERCE charges 
against the European 
Commissioner Edith Ores son 
are being lodged by an Irish 
MEP, Nuala Ahem of the 
Leinster Green Party, in 
connection with the ongoing 
Brussels funding controversy. 
But none so ferocious as her 
charge, in a press release 
obtained by Pandora, that 
Mme Cresson receives 
“private astrology forecasts” 
from a long-time friend. Rend 
Berth elot, a dentist, who has 
been appointed to co-ordinate 
the ElTs Aids research 
efforts. Shades of Nancy 
Reagan, who used to consult 
her astrologer before advising 
her husband Ronnie on his 
schedule! Pandora looks 
forward to the promulgation 
of an effective cross-border 
horoscope-monitoring 
authority. 



“IT WAS genuinely . 
hilarious,” the unnamed 
source told yesterday’s New 
York Post about a reported 
sighting of the most 
personal asset of Ewan 
McGregor (pictured) at the 
Versace menswear show in 
Milan. “The people who got 
the best view were 
laughing the 
hardest” 
Apparently those 
people were sitting 
directly across the 
catwalk from 
McGregor’s first- 
row seat when he 
unzipped and 
flashed his light 
sabre for a brief 
instant The 
Trainspotting star 
is soon to ddbut 
as Obi-Wan 
Kenobi in George 
Lucas’s long- 
awaited prequel 
to Star Wars. 
“People were 
chattering, but this 
kind of shuts you up. 
It's the kind of thing 
you’re not 
expecting,” said the 
source. Quite. 



■ 

For sale: one human guinea pig 



the WEDNESDAY REVIEW 


“HAVE A glass of wine,” I said to my 
friend Lulu It was Sunday afternoon 
and she had been helping me sort 
out old clothes for the charily shop 
afl morning. That's what friends are 

for. Lulu replied that she would 
love to but she dared not; she was 
having tests on Tuesday morning 
and she wanted her body to be ab- 
solutely pure. Coming from some- 
one usually referred to as Late-rught 

Lulu, this pious abstention seemed 
a trifle optimistic - too tittle too late. 
Teste for what, I asked pouring my- 
self a large glass of ripja. 

Oh, said Lulu vaguely she was 
going to do another of those human 
guinea-pig things like the one she 
did last year for Alzheimer’s, re- 
member I did; unfortunately Lulu 
dktrft I should mention here that my 
friend Tj^i is always skint Three 
feckless husbands, five children 
and a series of disastrous jobs - in- 
cluding r unning an all-night laun- 
derette in Oropesa del Mar; a sort 
of dormitory village for commuter 
tourists quite a long way east of Tbr- 
remolinos (nobody washes any- 
thing on holiday) - haven’t done 
much for her financial stability. 
She’s always looking for ways to 





Sue 

Arnold 


Three husbands, five 
children and a string of 
disastrous jobs have left 
my friend Lulu skint 


make a fast buck. Just before Christ- 
mas sh e tried to sell me a burglar 
alarm so small but yet so sensitive, 
she claimed, that I could keep it in 
the fridge. If she sold 10 of than by 
Christmas she’d get £200 commis- 
sion and promotion to area manager 
I said I kad Annngh junk in my 
fridge already without adding a 
burglar alarm to the confusion, and 
to her credit she didn't harass me. 


Last summer she told me excit- 
edly that she was going to a clinic 
near Bournemouth to be a human 
guinea-pig for a new drug they had 
jUSt inwmtpd tn ptitp Alzhrimpr’s, for 
which she would be paid £800. Isn’t 
it dangerous, I asked What will they 
do to you? Lulu said it wasn't a bit 
dangerous; her friend Gerald had 
put bCT up to it He had already done 
it This (fid not bode weH 

Gerald is an old friend of Lulu’s 
a think they met at the launderette 

in Oropesa del Mar) who is also per- 
manency broke. He’s 50ish, a retired 
wing commander invariably 
dressed in a white cashmere scarf 
with a flower in his buttonhole. 
You'd never guess that be lives in a 
squat near Lewisham. 

Lulu said she had passed the pre- 
liminary test; now, she said, all she 
had to do was stay at the dime, take 
a few pills, have a few brain scans, 
and Bob’s your unde - 800 quid. 1 
telephoned her two weeks later 

She sounded fine. “Tfefi me all about 

it What did they do? Do you feel 
sick?" I wanted to know. “Never felt 
better in my life,” she said, but she 
honestly didn’t remember much 
about it Two of the other guinea- 


pigs, a married couple, hadbeen 
sent home half-way through the 
course and were ferrous because 

they had been relying on the money 

to pay for their new fitted kitchen. 

This time round it was much 
more lucrative. She was getting 
£3,000 to take a series of p3Is for a 
month for something called stress 
incontinence. I said Td rather not 
hear about it, but if they were pay- 
ing her £3,000, the pills must surely 
have dangerous side-effects. At the 
very least she would probably end 
up with stress inco n ti nen ce, which 
would seriously restrict hear social 
fife. Lulu said that for £3,000 she was 
prepared to take the risk, and any- 
way they didn’t seem to have done 
Gerald any harm. 

Three thousand pounds does 
seem a lot of money for taking a few 
pills I know that some of my daugh- 
ter’s student friends (male) used to 

supplement their grants by regular 
visits to the sperm bank. They were 
paid £30 a shot It was all verydis 1 
creet In the waiting-room they 
were not called by their names but 
by numbers - B52, P45, that sort of 
thin g. And when their numbers 
were called they were given not just 


an empty test-tube but a sdectiem 

of magazines (quahty) 31 ^ ”^, 
^ttop-sheK) to read while they 

wee about it . _ 

Now, following the recent House 
of Lords recommendation^ 

purposes, everyone’s queuing up 

^^"oplewbow^d 

do it fcrnothing. Apart from sdtag 

a rant of Mood in Thessakaiiti for elo 

when I rang out of money backpack- 
ing in Greece donkey’s years ago, 
I’ve never sold my body for science. 
More fool me. 

When mad cow disease was nrsi 

diagno sed three years ago a splen- 
did old lady of 92 1 know up m the 

Highland s wrote to a well known 
tea chin g hospital in London offer- 
ing herself as a human guinea-pig 
for BSE research. “I’ve lived quite 

j.. n.l uYffnratTIlIl 



an ything you like, and if I do foam 
at the mouth at least I shall have 
done something to improve the 
human race.” 

They wrote back politely declin- 
ing her offer She sounded pretty 
batty already, they said. 


rule 


merger with 


HOW TYPICAL that Labour should 
fed that the best way of resolving our 
current difficulties is a “relaunch”. 
Rational people, faced with a series 
of disasters ca the scale that Labour 
has suffered in recent weeks, would 
be more likely to consider it worth- 
while to examine why these prob- 
lems have occurred, before they 
decide how to respond to them. 
Labour Party members and MPs 
have been lectured for years about 
the need for restraint and self- 
discipline for fear that public policy 
rows may damage our standing in 
the polls, yd almost all the real dam- 
age inflicted on Labour has come 
from the very top of the party. 

The party machine launched a 
major exercise to ensure that the 
Labour leadership did not lose a 
single vote at last year’s party con- 
ference, largely by the expedient of 
allowing only votes the leadership 
could win. But we have to ask our- 
selves what would have been more 
damag in g for the Lab our Party: 
honest debates at the conference on 
issues such as taxation, the NHS and 
Iraq, or problems raised by Harriet 
Ba rman’ s choice of school for her 
children, the Bernie Ecclestone 
affair; Derek Draper’s cash for ac- 
cess scandal, and Noting HzU Gate. 

Some of our problems stem from 
the fact that Tony Blair has allowed 
the impression to grow that he may 
be prepared to stand down as Prime 
Minister during his second term. I 
have always dismissed this idea as 
rubbish. Why on earth should a 
successful prime minister stand 
down from the most exciting and 
challenging post in British politics 
when he is barely 50 years old? I 
wouldn’t be surprised if Tbny Blair 
ends up beating Clem Attlee’s 
record of20years as Labour leader; 
at the age of 61. 1 may even be able 
to look dawn at him delivering a 
graveside eulogy at my own funeral! 



KEN 

Livingstone 

The trouble with this 
strategy is that it is 
founded on a complete 
ignorance of British history 


It's about time Tony Blair 
knocked all this nonsense on the 
head by letting it be known that he 
has no plans for early retirement, 
and ministers should concentrate all 
their energies on the task of re- 
electing this government. Tony Blair 
should also start to loosen up the 
present obsessive opposition of the 
party machine to frank and honest 
debates about issues of policy. In this 
case the place to start is at the top. 
Instead of the present 30-minute 
Cabinet encounter group-style feel- 
good experience, wherefcry ministers 
rubber-stamp what Labour’s Big 
Three have already agreed, we 
should revert to fell discussion 
across the whole range of policy. 
Until some ghastly little creature in 
the Mfllbank Tendency comes up 
with constitutional proposals for 
presidential government, our 
constitution is still based on the 
concept of Cabinet government, 
with file Prime Minister as first 
among equals. 

But far and away the most im- 
portant issue that Tony Blair needs 
to resolve is the question of our re- 


lationship with the liberal Demo- 
crats and the trade unions. More 
than anybody else, Peter Mandelson 
is the figure identified with “The Pro- 
ject”, a strategy aimed at severing 
Labour’s finks with the trade unions 
and undertaking a full merger with 
Paddy Ashdown's Liberal Demo- 
crats. The fullest expression of this 
strategy appeared in Philip Gould’s 
recent book, The Unfinished. Revo- 
lution: “the better course would be 
for Labourism and liberalism to 
unite. But this will not be easy It wifi 
require the Labour J^rty to be gen- 
erous, to reach out to a smaller party- 
when in a position of great strength.” 

It would be easy to dismiss Philip 
Gould's writings. He has never been 
elected to any public office or even 
sought election to Labour's NEC, but 
he remains one of the half a dozen 
most important figures around Tony 
Blair His analysis of polling figures 
and his conduct of Labour’s focus 
groups have been the basis for 
Labour's electoral strategy. His 
memos have rained down on Tony 
Blair from the very beginning of 
Tony’s campaign to gain the T abour 
leadership, and even a cursory read- 
ing of his book reveals that they have 
almost always formed the basis of 
Tony Blair’s electoral strategy. 

Tony's speech to the 1997 party 
conference seemed to endorse 
Gould's strategy: “division among 
radicals almost 100 years ago re- 
sulted in a 20th century dominated 
by conservatives”. 

The trouble with Gould's strategy 
is that it is founded on a complete 
ignorance of British history. It was 
not the rise of the Labour Party that 
led to the downfall of the Liberals, 
because the Liberals had been in 
electoral decline for half a century 
before the Labour Party was estab- 
lished in 1900. The reasons for this 
are clear. The Liberals were the 
party of classical laissez-faire cap- 
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italism - as they could afford to be 
in an era when Britain do mina ted 
the world economy. The rise of the 
American and German economies 
meant that it was essential for 
British capital to protect itself; turn- 
ing to the Conservatives who had a 
strongly protectionist slant, ex- 
pressed in the concept of imperial 
preference for British firms within 
the empire. 

The fete of the Liberals was 
sealed in the 1886 split when Liberal 
Unionists crossed the floor of the 
House in opposition to Irish Home 
Rule and fused with the Tories, 
whose vote then rose inexorably to 
a peak of 55 per c**nt in the 1931 gen- 
eral election. Like most parties in de- 
cline, the liberals exacerbated the 
process by personality conflicts and 
internal leadership struggles. 

The creation of the Labour Party 
was not some unfortunate sectarian 
error It was inevitable that a new 
party would rise to fill the void left 
by the Liberals and inevitably that 
party would define itself in terms of 
its relationship to the Tbries. If (he 


Tories were to represent capital, 
then as night follows day the new 
party would be based on the trade 
unions, particularly as this coincided 
with the enfranchisement of grow- 
ing numbers of working-class’ 
people. Labour’s success was that 
it gradually came to represent both 
working-class and middle-class 
interests, and created a welfare 
state that benefited both. 

Even if Labour were now to fuse 
with the Uberal Democrats, it would 
not produce the result that Gould- 
wants. Millions of Uberal Democrat 
voters would be likefy to switch to the 
Tories rather than vote Lab-Ub, thus 
making it more rather than less 
Iikety that the Ibries could return to 
power. By contrast if the liberal 
Democrats remain a separate pol- 
itical party then in Labour's bad 
years they could find themselves 
holding the balance of power 

Tbny Blair could ease a lot of the 
suspicion amongst Labour's rank 
and file by unequivocally ruling out 
any merger with the Liberal 
Democrats. 
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Islam is a religion of tolerance 


f AS WE enter the new 
millennium, we need to 
think of the world that is 
forming around us, a 
world that juxtaposes different 
cultures, religions and trad- 
itions. We need to appreciate 
that in this world unexpected 
allies and opponents will be lin- 
ing up. It is essential to keep 
before us the one point that 
folks us and provides the great- 
est bridge between the Jewish 
and Islamic civilisations: belief 
We need to be aware of this 
link and move towards each 
other -not for negative reasons 
such as the need to ally our- 
selves against hatred of Islam 
or hatred against Jews, but be- 
cause of the common source 
that nourishes us, the idea of 
the one God and the examples 
of the great Prophets. 

Whatever its critics say. 
Islam is above all a religion of 
compassion and tolerance. As 
a Muslim, I am proud of this 
great legacy and heritage of 
Islam , and it is this sense of 
pride that prepares me for the 
troubled times ahead, as the 
planet itself; beset by ecolog- 
ical , economic and demo- 
graphic problems, seems on 
the point of exhaustion. 

In sharp contrast is the anti- 


Semitism prevalent in Europe. 
Christians widely believed that 
Jews were Christ-kiDers and so 
had to be punished. Christian 
crusaders against the Mus- 
lims often began their Euro* 
pean journeys by slaughtering 
Jews. European history is 
drenched in Jewish blood. 
Hitler’s Glaubenskrieg - the 
war against Jews as a people 
- was the culmination of a mil- 
lennium of anti-Semitism. It 
has rigbfly come to be seen as 
one of the darkest stains on the 
human conscience. 

Anti-Semitism is far from 
dead in Europe today. As a 
Muslim I know that whenever 
there is evidence of Islamo- 
phobfe, or hatred against Islam 
and Muslims, the signs of anti- 
Semitism are not far behind. 
Perhaps it is this generalised 
anti-Semitism that has prompt- 
ed Jewish intellectuals to 
yearn for the ordinary life, to be 
left alone to get on with their 
lives. That is what traditional 
Jews hoped to find in Israel. 

But there was the reality of 
having to desal with another an- 
cient people already living 
there, the Palestinians. Forced 
expulsion from their homes, 
and countless other humilia- 
tions, are at the core of the pre- 
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sent tragedy between Jews 
and Muslims. The irony is that 
in the Middle East neither civ- 
ilisation is able to live fully in 
the ways either of the Torah or 
tile Qur'an because of their in- 
tense and violent confrontation. 

Just as there is anti-Semit- 
ism in society, so there is 
Islamophobia, which is pervas- 
ive and dangerous and influ- 
ences people at all levels of 
society. These critics dte ter- 
rorist outrages or isolated in- 


fringements of human righ ts 
while completely ignoring the 
extraordinary achievements 
of Muslim civilisation, such as 
the architectural wonders of 
the Taj Mahal and the mosque 
in Cordoba, and the many and 
varied contributions to the arts, 
science and engineering. 

The general hatred against 
Muslims brings consequences. 
There is a cause and effect We 
have seen this in the Balkans 
only recently. The death and 
rape camps in the Balkan* 
and the outside world’s general 
indifference to them served 
as a reminder that Islamo- 
phobia is very much alive and 
with us. I want to put on record 

that in the anguish and anger 
felt by Muslims over the Balkan 
horrors, perhaps the most not- 
able sympathisers were the 
Jews. It was obvious that the 
sufferings in the Balkans 
echoed their own terrible suf- 
ferings half a century before. 

Muslims must therefore, 
stop seeing everything nega- 
tive that happens in the Mus- 
lim world in terms of a Jewish 
conspiracy. It is patently not 

By the same token, Muslims 
cannot be anti-Semites. The 
early Muslims - the Arabs - 
were themselves Semites. 


Anti-Zionism is a sepa ra te mat - - 
ten Having been founded in ; 
modern Europe, Zionism is 
seen as a foreign import to the ‘ 
Middle East Its success ifi 
creating Israel complicates 
matters for Muslims. Thus the : 
loss of Palestinian lands are 
seen with a sense of injustice 
and anger among Muslims. 

It would be foolish to think ; 
there can be a quick end to the 
confrontation that exists be- 
tween religions »nri nations 
today unless M uslims fe el th a t 
some genuine sense of toler- " 
ance and compassion is shown < 

towards the Palestinian people; 
unless Muslim rights to one of 
their holiest cities, Jerusalem, • 
are acknowledged; and unless 
the sense of hostility exp re s sed 
in the media is nhprfted 

Muslims, Jews and Christ- . 
fens must find a way of living 
peacefully together. If we 
cannot think in terms of our 
common noble religions as ; 
representing the ideal, then let I 
us t hink in terms of our com- ; 
mon cultural heritage. Let ng‘ ; 
try to live up to the best they * 
can achieve, and look aw ay - 
from the baseness and • ' \ 
violence that is some- 
tones expressed as part ' 


of the response. 
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IT IS not often that a single advertising 
campaign contains the germ of an entire 
social critique, hut Beeeftam has managed 
it with its winter push for Lemsip Max. The 
campaign takes advantage of the recent 
Sydney flu epidemic with a flagship tele- 
vision advertisement in which a middle- 
aged male executive bursts in on a 
secretary and asks whether her boss has 
everything in place for that important 
meeting on Thursday. She replies that her 
chap has the flu and won't be back until 
Monday. He slaps some Lemsip Max on the 
desk and declares in steely tones that he 
will be seeing the hapless absentee bright 
and early on Thursday morning. The poster 
campaign puts it more straightforwardly. 
“Stop snivelling and get back to work!" 

It may not seem like much, but it's all 
there. JRret, the primacy of the workplace. 
Ail must be sacrificed so that you can be 
at your desk, for there is no more import- 
ant place to be. Second, the continuing 
distrust between workers and management 
Rising absenteeism must point only to a 
malingering workforce, not to an over- 
stressed one. Third, the contempt private 
business has for the public services. No one 
should feel ashamed that a deadly epidemic 
that has ravaged a weakened National 
Health Service has become a petty mar- 
keting opportunity rather than a blueprint 
for for-reaching social change. 

But who can blame Beecham for pay- 
ing no attention to the lessons the NHS has 
to offer us about working practices in 
Britain today? Hew people are. Certainty the 
Government isn't More money may be com- 
ing the way of the NHS, but that isn't all 
that’s needed. Far more radical strategies 
are demanded here and elsewhere, but in- 
stead we are offered impotent tamperings 
with the status quo. 

Take the Government announcement 
yesterday that it is setting up a register of 
nanny agencies in an attempt to reassure 
wor king parents that their children are in 
safe hands. Ministers were previously con- 
sidering a register of individual nannies, but 
the idea was vetoed by Downing Street as 
being too bureaucratic (New Labour code 
for “expensive”) and a restriction of 
parental choice (New Labour code for 
“untenable in the socially divided country 
that we are pleased to govern”). 

This legislation wouldn’t have helped the 
Eappen family who lost eight-month- old 
Matthew, or the Stacey family who lost five- 
month-old Joseph, even though it is 
ostensibly in response to these high-profile 
tragedies. So whom is it going to help? The 
nurses who are staying at home to bring up 
their children not only because they can't 
afford the kind of childcare that nannying 
agencies offer, but also because NHS 
rosters are too inflexible for them to 
combine work and family? Certainty not. 

These new rules will make childcare 
found through formal channels still more 
expensive, and top-flight n anni es will 
remain the luxury they were at the turn of 
the century. And since nurses are already 
at the bottom of the pay heap, as there 
apparently isn't the money in the public cof- 
fers to fimd them, feminism 's airy ideas that 
the next move forward for women is decent 
state phflrirar p are not just insulting to thaw, 
but irrelevant to everyone. 

Who looks after the children while 
women are out seeking equality in the work- 
place? Poorer women, that’s who. And 
money isn’t just a problem when it comes 
to finding a nanny. Perhaps an ou pair is 
a cheaper alternative, but only if there is 
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Can't afford agency rates for 
nannies? Haven 't got a spare 
room 7 No car? There's only 
one career open to you: Mum 


room in your ever-more-expensive privately 
owned bouse for a live-in help. A shared 
childminder is a good idea, too. but make 
sure you keep the car running to ferry them 
back and forth. Can’t afford agency rates 
for nannies? Haven't got a spare room? 
Don’t have a car? In that case, only one 
career is open to you. Mum. Better look after 
your child and someone else’s too. 

It’s an odd kind of feminism that almost 
by definition, requires a two-tier system 
within female society for it to move forward. 
Where’s the equality in a society where 
some women have to earn a great deal so 
that they can afford to pay other women to 
look after their children? How long do we 
have to persist with this two-jobs-for-the- 
price-of-one model, ignoring its laughable 
contradictions and awful social cost? 

There is a real alternative, one that the 
plight of the nurses is screaming at us to 
consider. It's not surprising that it is with- 
in nursing that the difficulties facing work- 
ing women should be thrown into the 
starkest relief. Nursing, of course, was his-, 
foricaity a female profession, and nurses 
have been expected to carry on working 
largely under conditions designed for 
caring young women who have not yet mar- 
ried and, therefore, live at home with no 
financial commitments. (Even the career- 
structure changes that have been made are 
benefiting male nurses most They have 
been finding it much easier to climb the 
modest ladder that is nowin place for them.! 
Another thing that hasn’t changed for 
nurses is that when they complain they’re 
accused of caring not for their vocation but 
for career advancement trouble-making, 
lefty politicking. Just like the good old days, 
when a woman who didn’t want to give up 
her career for home and children had 
something wrong with her 

We cannot return to that nightmare. But 
what we can do is realty start concentrat- 
ing on the idea that equality; just like 
charity, begins at home. Let's aft - men and 
women - stop being so macho about work 
and start seriousty considering the prospect 
of working not a five-day, 40-hour week, but 
four days a week, or three. Let’s all start 
spending more time with our families, 
while we still have them. It'll mean a 
smaller salary, but it'll mean smaller child- 
care bills, too. It’ll also mean, among 
advantages too numerous to mention, less 
stress, less absenteeism, less tension 
between women and men, less unemploy- 
ment, better parenting and more of that 
leisure we were once promised in the 
bright and shiny future that has become our 
dark and dangerous present 

So what is stopping us? At present 
Britain has longer working hours than 
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The prospect of being able to afford a nanny is as remote for most mothers as it was at the turn of the century Keystone 


any other country in Europe, and the most 
recent British Social Attitudes survey 
found that 25 per cent of the workforce 
would be happy to work shorter hours for 
less pay. Research carried out last year by 
the London School of Economics suggested 
that even a miserly cut in working hours - 
to 35 hours a week - would decrease 
unemployment by a million. Meanwhile 
stress-related illnesses are out of control, 
and parents have children whom they 


hardly ever see (no wonder depression is 
on the increase among kids). We are work- 
obsessed while, at the same time, we com- 
plain about the dumbing-down of our 
culture. Who has time to spare to lavish on 
culture, except cultural workers? 

What's stopping us, naturally, are the 
bods who head up industry. The CBI claims 
that a shorter working week would reduce 
profits. But is that necessarily correct? The 
sectors of the economy that are expanding 


include leisure, tourism, music, fashion and 
the service industries. Wouldn’t more 
people working fewer hours mean more 
customers for these industries and. 
therefore, further expansion? And wouldn't 
the redistribution of work rather than 
wealth mean more people paying lower 
taxes and a reduction of the burden on the 
welfare state? Wouldn’t we, quite simply, be 
happier? Or should I just stop snivelling and 
get bade to work? 


FOOTBALL CLUBS stand acc- 
used by the Office of Fair 
Trading of acting as a cartel in 
selling TV rights to Sky and the 
BBC. The Independent has 
made up its mind "Football 
will win,” it pronounced "if we 
defeat this cartel.” 

There are good reasons 
why sports leagues sell rights 
collectively - unlike other 
companies they depend on 
each other for survival other- 
wise they would have nobody 
to play against and there 
would be no one to watch. 

Leagues negotiate TV 
deals on a collective basis so 
that their money can be 
shared between members, 
helping to ensure healthy 
competition. Money from 
these deals can also be rein- 
vested throughout the sport 

Too much money is con- 
centrated at the top of the 
game, but it is wrong to argue 
that the way to address this is 
to break up collective negoti- 
ations. Even if individual deals 
do succeed in bringing more 
income into football it will be 
concentrated in the hands of 
an even smaller number of 
dubs than at present 

There may be a way out of 
all this that would satisfy both 
sides. The court can aEow a re- 
strictive agreement if it can be 
shown to bring “significant 
and substantial” benefits to 
the public. Could not a deal be 
struck whereby the Premier 
League would agree to sell 
rights to televise matches to 
a wide - range of broadcasters? 
In addition, it could commit to 
a level of investment in grass- 
roots facilities that the OFT 
would consider acceptable. 

Negotiations for the broad- 
casting of matches should 
continue to be done centrally 
through the Premier League, 
and the league should 
continue to reinvest the 
money. If the OFT digs in its 
heels and refuses to concede 
any ground, I can see no other 
alternative than the break-up 
of English football. 
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We’re not so easily shocked 
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AN AEROBICS teacher from New \brk, with a row 

of white teeth so perfect they stand as monu- 
ments to American dentistry wants to educate 
us about our bodies. Her natural genre would 
be the self-help book or exercise video. But Eknity 
Jenkins, who is nearing 30, has a different mis- 
sion. In Tongue First, named after her first 
French kiss, Jenkins is dearly trying to imitate 
the classic feminis t texts that have come before 
hen Not Lotte Berk and Jane Fbnda, but Naomi 
Wolf and Elizab eth Wurtzel are her role models. 

In a series of anecdotes taken almost entirely 
from her own unremarkable history, Jenkins 
wants to focus on a contradiction, “how the body 
is both a prison and a vehicle for adventure”. She 
promises us journeys into realms we have 
never trespassed into before, “wildest adven- 
tures”. She promises to take us with her as she 
experiences strip shows, having her head 
shaved (“chosen baldness"), being “Rolfed”, 
appearing nude in public and, of course, "fuck- 
ing as much as possible". 

I confess to first flicking excitedly through this 
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TONGUE FIRST: ADVENTURES IN 
PHYSICAL CULTURE 

BY EMILY JENKINS. VIRAGO. £9.99 


slim volume in search of the dirty bits. No luck. 
The naughtiest thing I could find was a refer- 
ence to indigestion in relation to underwear. A 
friend of the author’s, like the author herself dis- 
misses thongs (to my mind the most sensuous 
item of clothing ever invented) on the grounds 
that “I fed Hke my farts catft get ouL Something’s 
blocking them!” , 

And the physical adventures I was so look- 
ing forward to all turn out to be things that you 
pay fox; just like aerobic classes. The “wildest 
adventures" - colonic irrigation, flotation tanks, 
acupuncture and “Rotting” (in which your body 
is “realigned” by painful massage) - are all 
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WEDNESDAY POEM 

FROM ‘THE 

WASTING GAME’ 

BY PHILIP GROSS 

I could hate 

in woodcuts from another age 
of plagues, to his knuckleboned touch. 

those frail maids fading beautifully 
in books, wax lilies, pale-succulent 

half smiling; the consumptive turns 


on her lace-bordered pillow 

stalks that might snap 


at a touch. The bird-dropping of blood 

weakly and a way 
from any warmth of flesh 

in a lace-bordered handkerchief 
like the monstrance on the nuptial shedt 

as if stung; the anorexic turns 
her face towards these stories, stories 

A copra**™ 113 *! 011 most devoutly wished 


by death. The maiden turns, 

which, because I love the girt, 


I hate. 

Philip Gross's The Wasting Game' (Bloodaxe. £6.95) was shortlisted 

for the 1 998 Whitbread Poetry Award 


expensive fads, most of which originate in 
America. The one thing that links them is not 
physical! ty, but cost 

Fbr all her Wurtzel-like hinges into the wilder 
shores of physical experience, Jenkins cant help 
but descend into unadulterated consumerism. 
She gives us far too much detail about the shades 
of lipstick she likes to wean conveniently telling 
us their names in case we want to run to the cos- 
metic counter and order some for ourselves. She 
spends several pages agonising over what she 
is going to wear to a New York publishing party 
- should it be pale yellow, or a little black number? 

She excuses such unremitting self-indul- 
gence with odd splashes of cod sociology ‘Make- 
up is a tod by which we shame, flaunt, and mould 
our inner landscapes along with our exteriors,” 
she says, after recommending Desire lipstick in 
“its little phallic tube". 

The only really sexy things are those you can 
buy. There’s nothing better at stimulating dirty 
thoughts than the dollar. 

The purpose of this book is not to highlight 
any contradiction. Not that I would like it any 
better if it were, as “contradiction” must be the 
most overused word in aqy budding author's pro- 
posal The shameless purpose of this book is to 
titillate and shock. But it feebly fails to do so. The 
location in which the author took off all her 
clothes in front of strangers was not Fifth 
Avenue, but on a nudist beach, where it would 
have been far more daring to have remained fully 
dothed. Tb talk about sex, she tours the shelves 
of her local bookshop, using this as a limp ex- 
cuse to quote liberalfy and paraphrase such dar- 
ing titles as The Hite Report and The Joy of Sex. 
Her most erotic outing is to see the Chippendales. 
No adventurer could be more timid. 

Tongue First is classic writing of a sort, but 
perhaps not the sort the author intends. It has 
none of the acute analysis or academic author- 
ity of her feminist forerunners.. Instead, it is a 
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classic of unfocused adolescent ramblings. Only 
those who have recently voyaged out of puberty 
link farts and sex - as Jenkins does. And, just 
like an adolescent, the only subject that really 
interests the author is hersell 
This bock may have a sexy title, but it is shock- 
ingly anodyne. Despite all attempts to appear 
otherwise (a tattoo, one session of drug-ta king, 
“chosen baldness"), Emfly Jenkins emerges from 
this coy book as a cross-legged young woman 
with few insights. However her physical exterior 
is packaged, inside she is just the girt next door 
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Naomi Mitchison 


IF THE word had not acquired such 
™ sa € ree abte connotations of bossi- 
ness, I would sum up the author 
Naomi Mitchison as the Platonic 
idea of the matriarch. Everyone 
who knew her wanted in some 
sense to belong to her clan. 

She came of a distinguished Scot- 
tish family, the Haldanes, which 
made her conscious of the meaning 
of family all her life. That meaning 
changed for her with the develop- 
ment of her own ideas. She became 
the matriarch of a splendid tribe of 
c hi ldren, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. She lived to be over 
100 and her li gh t bro w n hair had be- 
come pure white, but her blue-grey 
eyes were penetrating as ever and 
her charming pink com plexi on was 
scribbled over by the interesting 
lines of old age. 

In youth she was remarkable for 
her short resilient figure, which she 
never bothered to compress into 
stays though, as she narrated in her 
memoirs, Richard Crossman's wife 
Zita (fid eventually pereuade her that 
a bra was not to be despised. She 
loved wearing loose hair and loose 
robes like a woman of ancient 
Greece, with a fillet and chunks of raw 
amber to hold them together Her 
sandals could be regarded equally 
as emblems of classical Greece or 
between -the- wars socialism. 

Finally, her special views of the 
famil y as an outgoing rather than a 
nuclear unit led her to an extraor- 
dinary relationship with an African 
tribe. She was invited to become the 
Mmarona (mother) of the Bakgatla 
of Botswana. The adventure had be- 
gun accidentally when she was 
stranded while travelling. A chief of- 
fered her hospitality; in time a filial 
relationship toward her grew up. 
Even in her nineties she travelled out 
to visit and advise her African “chil- 
dren" and shared a bedroom with the 
chiefs daughter; where they talked 
and laughed together far into the night 
Naomi's sense of humour - wry, 
ironic, witty - was one of her most 
endearing characteristics. In Later 
years she wrote of authorship and 
publishing with typical amusement 
“Today, if one wants to write about 
something special [she always did!], 
one has to persuade a publisher that 
this was something he had already 
thought oT Another delightful trait 
was her voice; slow and emphatic 
with a lilt that was definitely not a 
drawl; more like what I imagine to 
have been foe kind of voice possessed 
by a Celtic prophetess reading foe 
runes. Yet at the same time she was 
amazingly light in the hand. Her 1952 
novel TVauei Light was an imagina- 
tive metaphor for her own life style. 
Married to a wealthy and suc- 


cessful barristo; G JL (Dido Mitchi- 
son MP (later Lord Mitchison], she 
never allowed herself to be weighed 
down by possessions. A superbly 
generous and entertaining host to 
her friends who visited her at Car- 
radale House in Argyllshire, she was 
always deeply interested in estab- 
lishing family-type relationships 
with the Scottish workers, he* neigh- 
bours, the lord-of-foe-tnanor or lady- 
bountiful concepts being utterly 
repugnant to her 

Despite a trace in ha- of roman- 
ticism (she liked jumping over bon- 
fires at midnig ht and sallying forth 
with a gun to shoot a sheep for din- 
ner), her attitude to the local farm 
workers and fishermen was not in 
the least sentimental. She showed 
her practical spirit by standing as 
Labour candidate for the Scottish 
universities in 1935 and by sitting 
on the Argyll County Council as a 
Labour representative, from 1945 
to 1966. She was a member of 
the Hi ghlands and Fsfand.q Devel- 
opment Council, 1966-76. 

Meanwhile she had worked de- 
votedly for her socialist husband in 


denly loosened and vibrated inside 
hen The baby was coming ahve and 
moving in her for the first time.” 

It is generally agreed that her 
finest novel, and perhaps the best 
historical novel of the 20th century, 
is The Com King and Hie Spring 
Queen (1931). The exciting and mov- 
ing story is based on her knowledge 
of ancient Greece, Egypt and foe 
lands around the Black Sea. Living 
with her family in Oxford, she had 
set herself to learn Latin and Greek 
as a girl later attending St Anne’s 
College of which she was to become 
an honorary fellow. The book obvi- 
ously had the Labour Party in mind, 
containing as it (fid a message of both 
warning and encouragement for all 
reformist movements. The Spar- 
tans failed in their attempt to intro- 
duce the “New Times”. The 
implication was that the British 
would fail too, unless . . . 

The aim of her writings and her 
politics was to make foe world a hap- 
pier place. A short stoiy dedicated 
to the socialist economist G.D.H. 
Cole in TheFourthPig (1936) is very 
relevant We are left with the image 


Her finest novel, and perhaps the finest 
historical novel of the 20th century. The 
Com King and the Spring Queen 
(1931), was about the Labour Party 


his constituencies, first King's Nor- 
ton, Birmingham, and then Ketter- 
ing, Northamptonshire, where she 
was admired by the comrades for foe 
brilliance of her intellect and the sin- 
cerity of her character. At the same 
time she was writing foe provocative 
novels of her middle years, one of 
which. We Have Been Warned (1935) 
was said by some of Dick’s Conser- 
vative opponents to have made their 

task ftasfe r rathpr than har rier, nn the 

principle of “Oh that mine enemy 
would write a book!" 

She was a prolific writer of poet- 
ry, plays, short stories, stories fra* chil- 
dren, historical and contemporary, as 
well as novels despite or because of 
her busy life, and she always said she 
felt specially creative when pregnant 
She had six children, four boys and 
two girls, the eldest son dying in 
childhood of meningitis in the days 
before antibiotics, a sorrow she 
never forgot. The dose mystical link 
between political rebirth and phys- 
ical birth is made dear at the end of 
We Have Been Warned: foe heroine 
Dione says these words - “and it was 
as though a steel spring had sud- 


of a sandcastle destroyed by foe tide. 
“Yet this was of no consequence to 
me, for tomorrow I should build an- 
other and better castle which would 
in its turn come to destruction and 
a levelling out of walls below the salt 
quick water" The Blood cf the Mar- 
tyrs (1939) is set in Nero’s Rome, and 
the unwritten end of foe quotation 
is meant to haunt us: “The blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the 
church" - the Church being one par- 
ticular form of goodness that is 
ready to oppose eviL 

The quest for New Times runs 
through all Naomi Mitchison's books 
and some fond of Christian Social- 
ism often seems to be the solution; 
the Christianity, however usually ap- 
pears as half-heard echoes from foe 
New Testament story of disripleship, 
brotherhood and triumph through 
sacrifice. Her stye is nearer to Will- 
iam Morris than Karl Marx. The ad- 
vance toward New Times is never 
dogmatic or dictated; always a slow 
uneven progress through foe though^ 
of many epochs, many individuals. 
“With time and questioning rights 
become wrongs and wrongs right.” 


Her imaginative writing, partic- 
ularly for children, sometimes car- 
ried her into realms of sheer magic 
or science fiction. The Big House 
(1950) and Memoirs of a Space- 
woman (1962) remind us, if only in- 
(fireetty that her father; J.S- Haldane, 
and her brother J.B.S. Haldane 
were both o utstanding scientists, 
and there are professors of science 
among her gifted children. 

The mixture of scientific with so- 
ciological and even magical inven- 
tion in her case was a potent one. In 
the early days of her marriage her 
friends were mainly academics as 
well as London writers, artists, doc- 
tors and psychiatrists, including 
several of the Bloomsburys. The 

Mitphisons * family hnmp«as River- 

court in Chiswick, from which they 
annually invited their friends to 
watch the Boat Race. 

After Dick Mitchison's death (he 
had become a respected Labour 
minister and peer, though I never 
knew Naomi to call herself Lady 
Mitchison), she continued her writ- 
ing, diversifying into documentaries 
and more than one volume of her 
own memoirs. Honours came her 
way from four Scottish universi- 
ties, two Oxford colleges and the 
French Academy. 

Having been brought up by an in- 
tensely Conservative mother; it had 
seemed at first that Naomi was 
destined for a conventional upper- 
class life. However; there was soon 
a chink of light In the next street to 
the Haldanes’ spacious house and 
garden in Oxford was the famous 
Dragon School a prep school to 
which select girls were admitted. In 
her first volume of memoirs, Small 
Ttdk (1973), she remembered in- 
spiring tea parties given by the 
headmaster “Skipper” Lynam: “Pre- 
sumably the real thing he did was to 
treat us as equals, something we 

didn’t get at home." Naomi’s literary 
talents first appeared along with but- 
tered toast, androvy paste and fudge. 

A lifetime latei; in her 90th yean 
she was giving a memorable televi- 
sion interview, when at moments she 
would suddenly shut her eyes and 
screw up her face (a gesture famil- 
iar to her friends) as if in an agonised 
effort to conjure up and drag outlier 
memories of the past Next moment 
she would be all smiles. 

Elizabeth Longford 

Naomi Margaret Haldane, writer, 
bom Edinburgh 1 November 1897; 
CBE 1985 ; married 1916 Dick 
Mitchison (created 1964 Baron 
Mitchison, died 1970; three sons, 
two daughters, and one son 
deceased ); died Carradale , Argyll 
U January 1999. 



Mitchison in the 1920s: with loose hair and loose robes, like a woman of ancient Greece 


Otto Koenigsberger 


OTTO KOENIGSBERGER, architect 
planner and Egyptologist enjoyed 
a long and remarkable career that 
began with work as a government 
architect in Berlin in the 1930s. It 
took him eventually to most conti- 
nents of the world as a teacher; 
advisee and consultant on many 
aspects of physical plannin g archi- 
tecture, design, and technology. 

He introduced the concept of 
“action planning" - community- 
based schemes supported by gov- 
ernment agencies -into many parts 
of the Third World. He took part in 
numerous important UN, govern- 
mental and educational missions 
and workshops that ranged from 
housing refugees in India to an ex- 
tensive resettlement project in 
Ghana for the Volta Dam. 

Bom in Berlin in 1908, Koenigs- 
berger studied architecture for five 
years at the Technical University 
Berlin under the influential German 
architect and teacher Professor 
Hans Poelzig and foe key Func- 
tionalist architect Bruno Taut. 
Among his contemporaries at foe 
TU were Walter Segal who was 
closety associated with self-build 
housing, and the distinguished ar- 
chitectural historian Julius Posen- 
ec Both, like Koenigsberger, resided 
and taught - and in Segal’s case 
practised architecture - in London. 



TVopical architecture 


Before going to university 
Koenigsberger spent a period of 
practical training as a bricklayer and 
carpenter. He never forgot the ex- 
perience.^ Yfears latei; after Partition, 
he taught Indian craftsmen brick- 
laying skills so that they could con- 
tinue the work in which the departing 

Islamic builders had excelled. 

After ob taining a first class en- 
gineering diploma in 1931, he com- 
menced work for the Prussian 
Government Service on housing 
and hospitals. Two years later he 
won foe coveted Schinkel Medal and 


the first State Prize in Architecture 
- just as his architect father had 
done before. Soon however; like 
many another Jewish professional 
in 1933. he was dismissed from 
government service by the Nazis. 

Koenigsberger then joined Lud- 
wig Borchardt's Swiss Institute for 
the History of Ancient Egyptian Ar- 
chitecture in Cairo, researching 
and excavating the Temple of 
Thotmes in in Thebes. He com- 
pleted his thesis on the Ancient 
Egyptian Door for his Doctorate of 
Engineering. TU Berlin, in 1935, a 
work which at the time was noticed 
by the Frankfurter AUgemeine 
Zedung. During a brief period in hos- 
pital with TB in Davos. Switzerland, 
he continued to work on aspects of 
climatology and numerology in 
Egyptian architecture before mov- 
ing on to India from 1939 to 1951. 

In India he spent foe first nine 
years at Mysore State serving as 
Chief Architect and Plannee a post 
created for him by foe Nazim, MIrza 
Ismail who had recognised his tal- 
ent in Europe- Koenigsberger car- 
ried out hospital and housing 
projects as well as the design of Vic- 
tory HaU, Bangalore, and the Jay- 
achamarenda Institute of Technology. 

His first active involvement with 
development wtuk began about this 
time. It was enhanced, after Inde- 


pendence, tty his appointment as foe 
first Director of Housing under 
Nehru's new government Koenigs- 
berger had the task of developing 
housing policies and programmes 
for foe huge numbers of refugees 
flooding into India at that time. 
Later he became involved in the cre- 
ation of several new towns including 
foe new capital of Orissa, Bhuba- 
neshwar and Gandhidham in Gujarat 

Somewhat later he worked with 
Nehru in the development of foe new 
Capital Hinrjahj P hanrfigar h, which 
this week celebrates its 50th an- 
niversary. Koenigsberger was ap- 
proached to advise on foe new 
capital city but declined an oppor- 
tunity to act as its planner although 
it seems he had much to do with foe 
eventual choice of British archi- 
tects Maxwell Fry and Jane Drew 
for the housing and Le Corbusier to 
prepare foe overall plan and design 
of the civic buildings. It is said that 
Koenigsberger locked all three of 
them up in a guesthouse in Simla fix- 
a few days to ensure the new city 
plan was completed on time. 

In 1952, Koenigsberger came to 
England as adviser to Basildon New 
Town, a post he assumed to catch up 
on British planning ideas. Ftar a while 
he did research at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine before turning to his 


most important work on low-cost 
housing development action plan- 
ning and what had become known 
throughout the British Empire as 
“tropical architecture". 

He soon discovered the inade- 
quacies of exporting Western build- 
ing and p lanning methods to Third 
World countries. He detected a real 
need to develop methodologies and 
a body of knowledge for local pro- 
fessionals. Some work in this field 
had already been started by Fry and 
Drew with their books on tropical ar- 
chitecture, and the setting up of a 
graduate school for tropical archi- 
tecture at foe Architectural Associ- 
ation, London in 1954. Due to 
pressure of work in West Africa 
Fry passed on the headship to 
Koenigsberger in 1957. 

The school transferred to Uni- 
versity College in 1972 and was re- 
named the Development Planning 
Unit (DFID, with Koenisgberger 
as its Head and UCLs first profes- 
sor of development planning. Be- 
tween 1954 and 1978 Koenigsberger 
with DPU took on many short- 
term assignments and missions in 
Third World countries for the 
UN, the Overseas Development 
Administration and various 
government bodies. 

Koenigsberger’s classic textbook 
the Manual qflYopzcal Housing and 


Budding was published in 1974 and 
prepared jointly with colleagues 
TG. Ingersoll A. Mayhew, and S.V 
Szokolay. It stills sells 1,000 copies 
a year in India. 

During a busy period “Dr K"- as 
he was affectionately known - was 
always ready to offer help and advice 
to anyone who came with a genuine 
problem from any part of the world. 
Indeed, he claimed that it was a 
Nigerian student who alerted him to 
the problems of Third World archi- 
tects training in Britain. The student 
had complained: “I have studied ar- 
chitecture in foe UK and learned 
about snow loads and local building 
regulations ... but this is of no use 
to me in Nigeria!” 

Increasingly Koenigsberger and 
foe DPU became more interested in 
sociology economics and politics, 
and architecture began to take a 
back seat although the technical as- 
pects of housing were always of 
great interest to him. One of his 
favourite small projects had been an 
agency scheme prepared for Pres- 
ident Nkruma’s government for 
“roof loans” to cover the costs of 
building sustainable roofs for self- 
build and DIY projects in Ghana. 

At the AA in 1986, be took over as 
a caretaker principal seeking AA 
Counril’s approval to bring in John 
(Michael) Lloyd from Kumasl 


Ghana, as the new head of school. 
He was also a great asset to the ed- 
itorial board of foe AA Quarterly 
journal (which I had the privilege of 
editing from 1968 to 1982), which he 
bad helped to create with the AA 
President Jane Drew. In 1976, he be- 
came the editor-in-chief of Habitat 
International a journal devoted to 
Third World planning issues. 

Otto Koenigsberger received 
many honours during his Lifetim e, in- 
cluding an emeritus professorship 
from University College London, 
and a coveted Dr-Ing from the Uni- 
versity of Stuttgart However, it was 
the award of foe first “Habitat Scroll 
of Honour" in 1989 from the United 
Nations (Centre for Human Settle- 
ments, UNCHSJ that brought him 
the greatest satisfaction. 

Dennis Sharp 

Otto Heinrich Gustav Koenigs- 
berger. architect planner: bom 
Berlin 13 October 1908 ; Research 
Fellow. London School erf Tropical 
Diseases 1953-57: Head. Graduate 
School for Tropical Architecture, 
Architectural Association, London 
1957-1972; Prqfessor of Develop- 
ment Planning and Honorary 
Research FeUow, University Col- 
lege London 1972-78 ( Emeritus ); 
married 1957 Renate Bom ; died 
London 3 January 1999. 


MYLES TIERNEY was part of that 
unique breed - the news agency 
journalist in Africa - who take all 
the risks for none of the fame. 

Every British television viewer 
has seen pictures produced by Tier- 
ney for Associated Press Televi- 
sion News - from Congo, Rwanda, 
Burundi Somalia, Eritrea and other 
troublespots in Africa - and not 
known iL As with all agency mater- 
ial his was “pulled together” in 
British newsrooms and packaged 
with a voice-over by a journalist 
sitting safely in a studio. 

Tierney was 34 and on his latest 
anonymous mission when he was 
on Sunday in Sierra Leone. He 


and two colleagues - fan Stewart, 
who is in critical condition in a Lon- 
don hospital and David Gutten- 
feldec both also of AP - were shot 
at a checkpoint in Freetown. 

They were travelling in appar- 
ently relatively safe conditions, with 
a Sierra Leone information ministry 
convoy aiming to show them what 
a good job the Nigerian-led Ecomog 
forces were doing against foe rebels. 
Tierney was sitting in foe bade seat 
when a jumpy checkpoint guard 
emptied his machine gun into foe 
journalists' car; killing him instantly 
and lodging a bullet in Stewart’s neck 

Tierney was always in foe worst 
travel spots because, as a colleague 


Myles Tierney 


said yesterday, he just “had to go”. 
He was energetic and determined: 
“AP will have to hire 15 people to re- 
place him”, said a cameraman. He 
was also a true colleague, knowing 
exactly where professional rivalry 
ended and solidarity began. 

Tierneyjoined AP as a freelance 
producer in 1996 after several years 
of working for the German network, 
ZDF. in Germany. AP sent him to 
■ New Ybrfeto set up a television bu- 
reau but he preferred Africa -which 
he first experienced during the Bu- 
rundi crisis in 1996 - and moved to 
Nairobi in 1997. 

We met last June in Ziguinchon 
southern Senegal where we were 


both devising plans for getting into 
Guinea-Bissau, whose border had 
been sealed to stop a flood of 
refugees. The roads were blocked 
and the mangroves mined, so the 
only way was by water 
Tierney, with the cameraman 
Khaled Kazziha, hired a local fish- 
erman to take them and their equip- 
ment out to sea and back into 
Guinea-Bissau. Knowing that, as a 
newspaper journalist I only had the 
mea n s to hire a canoe, nota trawler, 
Tierney included me in his plan. In 
the event I did not go with them - 
jud ging them to be too conspicuous 
with their television equipment - anil 
opted for the personal canoe. They 


got in (and out again) and I did not 
Throughout, Tierney was generous 
with his knowledge and experience. 

Colleagues and friends in Nairo- 
bi found it hard to define Myles Tier- 
ney. “Some people have said he had 
it coming because he was so driven, 
said Jane Standley. BBC Africa cor- 
respondent “That is grossly unfair 
because we all benefited from the 
information he managed to get” 

“He saved my life at least three 
times that I know of and there were 
probably many other times when he 
just did not think it important to tell 
me what he had done for my safe- 
ty," said Alistair Lyne, a South 
African cameraman who worked 


with Tierney throughout central 
Africa in 1996 and 1997. 

Claude Collart, a senior produc- 
er at APTN in London, said: “He 
spoke fluent 'French and German. 

We brought him over to Germany to 

prepare foe election coverage there 
last year. It was a comfortable job 
and Guinea-Bissau happened in the 
middle of iL He said, ‘Sorry, I have * 
to go.' That is how I remember 
him. always needing to tell the story 
Alex Duval Smith 

Myles Tierney , journalist bom 
New York 25 November 1964; 
died Freetown. Sierra Leone 10 
January 1999. 
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R. Gerallt Jones 


ONE OF the most prolific Welsh authors 
of the post-war period, R. Gerallt 
Jones excelled both as poet and prose- 
writer, and more unusually, in both 
Welsh, his first language, and English, 
the language of his early schooling. He 
also took a passionate interest in the 
affairs of the Third World, especially 
those of the Indian subcontinent, and 
of Jamaica, where he spent two years 
as the first Principal of Mandeville 
Teachers’ College. 

He was bom, a poor Anglican vicar's 
son, at Nefyn on the Lleyn in north-west 

. Wales, the rugged peninsula that points 
towards Ireland. At the age of 10, still a 
monoglot Welsb-speakenhewassentby 
his Anglophile, High Church, High Tory 
father as a boarder to a school near 
Shrewsbury and thence to Denstone 
College, a minor public school for boys, 
in Staffordshire. 

Although his schooldays were happy 

- his exceptional intelligence and 
prowess at cricket ensured that he 
was not ragged on account of his very 
un-English background - the experience 
made him think of Wales, and the wOd 
scenezy of Ueyn in particular as an ideal 
country. “Wales for me." he wrote, “was 
a hearth, a home, a wonderful worid. hid- 
den, separate from the worid of school, 
a proud possession of my own. a secret 
room that my English friends knew 
nothing about.*' 

It was to the sea-girt peninsula that 
he was to return so often in his writing, 
sometimes to the rather daunting figure 
of his father who, of illegitimate birth and 
Methodist upbringing, had decided that 

& his only child would not be tainted by 

T* what he considered to be the hypocrisy 
of the Welsh Nonconformist chapel. 

At the University College of North 
Wales. Bangor, where he first encoun- 
tered the harsher realities of Welsh life, 
R. Gerallt Jones took a degree in Eng- 
lish and went on to write an MA thesis 
on the work: of Robert Graves. Also at 
Bangoc, in association with Bedwyr 
Lewis Jones, a lifelong friend and co- 
religionist who later became Professor 
of Wblsh at the College, he launched and 
edited the magazine YrAiioeswr (“The 
Pioneer”). Brief though its lifespan was 

- it ran for only eigh t numbers between 
1957 and 1960 - the magazine published 
tfie work of Gwyn Thomas and Bobi 

vTjones, who were to join him in a tri- 
umvirate of poets now acknowledged as 
the most important of their generation. 

This interest in literary journalism re- 
mained with him for the rest of his life: 
he was a regular contributor to Welsh 
periodicals and from 1987 to 1992, again 
with Bedwyr Lewis Jones, he edited 
the Welsh Academy's influential 
magazine Taliesin. 

The versatility of R. Gerallt Jones as 
a writer was quite remarkable. He pub- 
lished five volumes of verse in Welsh: 
Ymysg y Drain (“Among the Nettles", 
1959). Cwlwm (“Knot”, 1962), Cysgodi- 
on (“Shadows", 1972), Dyfal Gerddwyr 
y Maes (“The Relentless Walkers of the 


Field". 1931) and Cerddi J955-S9 (“Poems 
1955-89", 1989); and one in English, Ja- 
maican Landscape < 1969). the fruit of 
his two years in the Caribbean. A deeply 
meditative poet, he was able to give the 
numinous concrete form by the use of 
striking imagery and the rich idiom of 
his native district His command of Eng- 
lish, together with his belief that Welsh 
poetry deserved and needed a wider au- 
dience, led him to translate a good deal 
of it, notably in the substantial anthol- 
ogy Poetry of Wales 1930-70 (1974). 

In his prose writing, he tackled con- 
temporary social problems with a spe- 
cial sympathy for the marginalised and 
dispossessed His first novel, V Fbef Fhwr 
(“The Great Hill". 1900). is about a 
Welshman who campaigns for the rights 
of black people in South Africa; its se- 
quel, Nadolig Gwyn (“A White Christ- 
mas". 1962). set in Bangor, is more 
concerned with politics and soda! jus- 
tice at home. In Triptych (1977). one of 
two novels with which he won the Prose 
Medal at the National Eisteddfod, he 
dealt with the spiritual disintegration of 
20th-century culture as a background to 
the slow death from cancer of a physi- 
cal education teacher; while the other, 
Cafflogion (1979), described a com- 
mune in Lleyn after an unnamed cata- 
strophe in a dark, dystopian future. His 
novel Gicyntyll y Corwynt (“Fanning 
the Whirlwind", 1978) is about terrorism 
in Ireland. 

But perhaps his most celebrated 
book is Cleared y Gwirion (“The Loss 
of Innocence". 1966). a collection of 
seven short stories exploring the inno- 
cence of childhood and the burgeoning 
of conscience in a boy growing up in 
Lleyn during the Second Worid War. In 
1982 the stories were adapted for tele- 
vision by their author as Joni Jones, one 
of the most enchanting films made 
since the advent of S4C, the Welsb- 
language television channel and filmed 
by the American Stephen Bayly. One 
episode, “The Evacuees”, was the first 
Welsh-language production to be 
screened at the London Film Festival. 

In his literary criticism R. Gerallt 
. Jones displayed a fundamentally liber- 
al outlook, examining Wales and its cul- 
ture in a wider context which took in the 
problems of the Third Worid, about 
which he made several television pro- 
grammes. He published three collec- 
tions of essays on literary subjects: Yn 
Frawd i'r Eos Druan (“Brother to the 
Poor Nightingale", 1961). Ansawdd y 
SeUiau (“The Quality of the Founda- 
tions”, 1972) and Seicoleg Cardota 
(“The Psychology of Begging”, 1989). 
Particularly concerned about the effects 
of television on literature, and how to use 
the medium creatively; he grappled 
with some of the threats to a literate so- 
ciety in much the same way as cultur- 
al analysts like Richard Hoggart have 
done in En gland . 

He also wrote monographs in Welsh 
on TS. Eliot and TH. Parry-Williams; his 
full biography of the latter is due to be 



4 Wales for me ivas a 
hearth , a home , a 
ivonderful world, 
hidden , a proud 
possession of my 
own , a secret room 
that my English 
friends knew 
nothing about 9 


published by the University of Wales 
Press later this year. Among his mis- 
cellaneous prose are Jamaican Inter- 
lude 1 1977), an account of his time at 
Mandeville College, and several books 
in both Welsh and English about Ynys 
Enlli, the island off the furthermost tip 
of Lleyn known in English as Bardsey, 
to which he was a frequent visitor. As 
a literary critic, he was always ready 
to put his gifts at the service of his 
English-speaking countrymen, pub- 
lishing numerous reviews and articles 
in such magazines as Poetry Wales and 
Planet, in which he wrote engagingly 
about what was being produced in the 
Welsh language. 

The professional career of R. Gerallt 
Jones reflected his restless energy and 
preference to be always “fully stretched". 
He began as a teacher of English at the 
Sir Thomas Jones School at Amlwch in 
Anglesey in 1957 but four years later; 
was appointed lecturer in the Education 
Department at the University College 
of Whies, Aberystwyth. After his sojourn 
in Jamaica, he returned to Wales in 
1967 to take up the wardenship of 
Llandovery College, a public school in 
Carmarthenshire and one of the few 


in the whole of Wales, and there he 
remained until 1979. 

After a year spent as a freelance 
writer; he was appointed Senior TUtor 
in the Department of Extra-Mural Stud- 
ies at Aberystwyth. From 1989 until his 
retirement in 1995 he was Warden of 
Gregynog Hall, the University of Wales 
residential study-centre near Newtown 
in Powys. It was in the last-named 
post, amid the old mansion's raock-Ttidor 
architecture and splendid park, with 
access to a fine library and an ever- 
changing company of visiting students 
and academic staff that his genial 
personality, wide interests and inde- 
pendent views (he was active on behalf 
of no political party) were given fullest 
play. His dark, Venedotian features, 
broad grin and generous disposition 
made him a popular Warden, although 
be sometimes gave the impression that 
the minutiae of administration held 
little appeal for him. 

Although he once described himself 
as a reluctant committee man, the list 
of public bodies of which R. Gerallt Jones 
was a me m ber is a long one. Principal 
among them was the Church in Wales, 
in which he had been brought up and 
to which he remained loyal throughout 
his adult life, despite his profound un- 
derstanding of Nonconformist Wales and 
the pressures which had led to Dises- 
tablishment in 1920. He served as a lay 
reader in the Church in Wales, editor of 
its quarterly journal Impact, and a 
member of its Governing Body. But 
there was nothing narrow or exclusive 
about his allegiance to the Anglican 
Communion. In fact, he was interested 
in all religions, and I well recall how dur- 
ing a trip to the Caucasus in the 1970s. 
he could not be kept from the icons and 
rites of the Georgian Orthodox Church. 

Among other bodies on which he 
served were the Broadcasting Council 
for Wales, the Welsh Academy (of which 
he was chairman), the Wfelsh Arts Coun- 
cil the Court of the University College 
of Wales, Aberystwyth, the Welsh Na- 
tional Film and Video Archive, and the 
Board of Governors of S4C. To all these 
appointments be brought balanced 
judgement, a dryly witty manner and a 
broad spectrum of interests which, 
though deeply rooted in Wales and the 
Welsh language, looked out at England, 
Europe, and the wider worid with a mix- 
ture of fascination, amusement sym- 
pathy, and sometimes consternation. 

Meic Stephens 

Robert Gerallt Hamlet Jones, writer 
and educationist bom Nefyn, 
Caernarvonshire 11 September 1934 ; 
Principal Mandeville College, 
Jamaica 2965-67; Warden, Llandovery 
College 1967-79; Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Extra-Mural Studies , 
University College of Whies. Aberyst- 
wyth 1979-89; Warden. Gregynog Hal l 
1989-95; married 1962 Susan Lloyd 
Griffith (two sons, one daughter ); died 
Dol-y-bcmt. Ceredigion 9 January 1 999. 
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DEATHS 


CHILD; On 9 January 1999, 
peacefully at 'freliske Hospital. 
Truro, Ena ChM (nee BurrQD. 
aged 95 y ea rs, of Cardinham, 
Bodmin. Widow of Commander 
MA.G. Child RN. Actress, 
former and raconteur: Fimerai 

service to be held at Glynn Val- 
ley Crematorium, Bodmin, Corn- 
wall on Friday 15 January 1999 
at 10.15am. Floral tributes if 
desired to Bodmin Fhneral Ser- 
vices, Chapel of Best Bell Lane, 

. Bodmin, Cornwall, 01208 78300. 

MORSE: Nancv. on 9 January 
1999, aged 
not in pain 
David Morse Mother of 
Jonathan, Annabel and Oliver. 
Grandmother of Roses ami 
Emmy. Rmeral at Doddmgtoo, 
near woolen Northumberland, 
on Saturday 16 January at 12 
noon. No flowers please. 



Announcements for 
Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Mar- 
riages, Deaths. Memorial 
services. Wedding anniver- 
saries, In memoriam) are 
charged at £6 .50 a li ne 
(VAT extra). OTHER . 
Gazette announcements 
(notices, fractions. 
Forthcoming marriages. 
Marriages) are charged at 
£10 a line, VAT extra. 


Birthdays 

Mr Craigie Aitchison, 
painter, 73: Sir Brian 
Barra tt-Boyes, heart 
surgeon. 75; Mr Clive Betts 
MP, an Assistant Whip, 49; 
Sir Johannes Bjelke- 
Petersen, former prime min- 
ister of Queensland, 88; Mr 
Richard Blackford, compos- 
er; 45; Mr Michael Bond, 
creator of “Paddington 
Bear”, 73; Dr Sydney 
Brenner, biologist, 72; Sir 
John Caines, former senior 
civil servant. 66; Mr Edward 
Crew, Chief Constable, West 
Midlands, 53; Mr Tim 
Flavin, actoc dancer and 
singer; 40; Mr Stephen 
Hendry, snooker player, 30; 
The Right Rev Michael 
Henley, Bishop of St 
Andrews, Dunkeld and Dun- 
blane, 60; Lord Johnston, a 
Senator of the College of 
Justice in Scotland, 57; Sir 
Liam McCollum, a Lord 
Justice of Appeal, Northern 
Ireland, 66; Mr Ronan Raf- 
ferty. golfen 35; Sir Colin 
Shepherd, former MR 61; 

Mr Bernard Shrimsley, 
journalist, 68; Mr Robert 
Stack, actor, 80; Mr Kenneth 
Turpin, former Vice- 
Chancellor; Oxford Univ- 
ersity, 84; The Right Rev 
Michael Vickers, Assistant 
Bishop, Blackburn, 70. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Jan Josephzoon van 
Goyen, landscape painter. 


1596; Charles Perrault, col' 
lector and publisher of fairy 
tales, 1628; Paul Gavarni 
. (Hippolyte-Guillaume- 
Sulpice Chevalier), 
caricaturist, 1804: Jacques- 
Alfred -F6Jix Clement, musi- 
cologist, 1822; Horatio Alger, 
clergyman and author of 
boys' books, 1834; Heinrich 
Johann Hofmann, pianist 
and composer, 1842; Wilhelm 
Wien, physicist, 1864; Charles 
Wellington Furse, painter, 
1868; Prince Arthur Freder- 
ick Patrick, of Connaught, 
1883; Louis de Rochemont 
film producer and director; 
1899; Oliver Hilary Samborne 
Messel, designer; 1905; Lord 
Willis (Edward Henry “Ted" 
Wffiis), playwright, 1918; 
Albert Lamorisse, film ' 
director, 1922. 

Deaths: Edmund Spenser; 
poet, 1599; Maria Sibylla 
(Graff) Merian, painter and 
engraver; 1717; George Fox, 
founder of the Society of 
Friends, 1691; Stephen 
Collins Foster; songwriter, 
1864; Louis-Pierre BaJtard, 
architect and engineer, 1874; 
General Victoriano Huerta, 
Mexican dictator, 1916; 
William Freud De Morgan, 
artist and writer, 1917; Sebas- 
tian Zfani de Ferranti, elec- 
trical engineer, 1930; Jean- 
Bap tiste Marcband, soldier 
and explorer; 1934; James 
Joyce, novelist, 1941; Alfred 
Edgar Coppard, writer; 1957; 
Robert Still, composer; 1971; 
Hubert Horatio Humphrey 
US vice-president, 1978. 


On this day: William Lyon 
Mackenzie, Canadian rebel, 
was arrested in the United 
States, 1838; the Hudson's 
Bay Company acquired 
Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, 1848; in Russia, 
provincial assemblies, known 
as Zemstvos were formed, 
1864; conscription was intro- 
duced into Russia, 1874; the 
Vaudeville Theatre, London, 
second building, opened, 

1891; tiie Independent 
Labour Party was formed 
under Keir Hardie, 1893; fol- 
lowing the acquittal of Major 
Esterhaty, Emile Zola pub- 
lished bis open letter 
“J’occuse” to the French 
president, 1898; Lee De For- 
est broadcast an opera from 
the stage of the Metropoli- 
tan, New York, 1910; South 
African troops occupied 
Swakopmund in German 
South-West Africa, 1915; 
29,000 people died after a 
massive earthquake in Cen- 
tral Italy 1915; a 388-carat 
diamond was found in a mine 
at Kimberley, South Africa, 
1919; Sir Satyendra Prassano 
S in ha was the first Indian to 
become a peer; 1919; a 
plebiscite in the Saar voted 
for incorporation into Ger- 
many, 1935; in Silesia, the 
Red Army began a counter- 
offensive against the Ger- 
mans, 1945; Britain 
appointed her first ambas- 
sador to Communist China, 
1972; the world’s largest air- 
port was opened in Dallas, 
Texas, US, 1974; the French 
newspaper Liberation pub- 


lished a list of 32 members of 
the CIA in Paris, 1976; a Boe- 
ing 737 aircraft crashed into 
a bridge on the Potomac 
river, killing 78 people, 1982. 

Today is the Ffeast Day of St 
Agrecius, St Bemo and St 
Hilary of Poitiers. 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Mari 
Griffiths, “Posh Frocks fii); 
Lancret, A Lady in a 
Garden taking Coffee with 
some Children ", lpm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Gareth Williams, 

“ ‘Swell’: products and pro- 
jects by ‘Inflate’ ", 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Stuart Currie, 
“A Quiet River and Stormy 
Seas: the nature of change in 
Constable's pictures", lpm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Zelda Cheatle, “The John 
Kbbal Photographic Portrait 
Award 98 Series til. Changing 
Faces: a review of the work 
of past entrants”, 1.10pm. 
Royal Academy of Arts, 
London Wl: Rachel White- 
read lectures on her recent 
work, 630pm (telephone 
0171-300 5665 for tickets). 


APPOINTMENTS 

Mr A de E Bueno QC, 

Mr DJ. Fairer QC, Mr 
DJRJL Bodey QC and 
Miss L.S. Godfrey QC, to be 
Rasters of the Bench of 
Middle Temple. 


UrwAi 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal pre-. 
seats the Institution of Incor- 
porated Engineers Young 


Woman Engineer of the Year 
Award 1998 at the Royal 
Society of Arts, London WC2; 
as President, Royal Yachting 
Association, attends the 
Royal Yachting Association 
Luncheon at the London 


International Boat Show, 
Earls Court Exhibition Cen- 
tre, London SW5; and, as 
President, British Knitting 
and Clothing Export Council, 
attends the British Apparel 
Export Awards at the Royal 


Lancaster Hotel, London W2. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 


the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, 11am; F 
Company Scots Guards 
mounts the Queen's Guard, 
at Bu ckingham Palace, 
11.30am, band provided by 
the Coldstream Guards. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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Historical notes 


Eva HOFFMAN 


A multicultural 
experiment in Poland 


THE HISTORY of Polish Jews 
is an example of a highly 
contested past. There are 
many such histories, subject 
to divergent collective mem- 
ories - Serb and Croat, Am- 
erican and Indian. They serve 
as symbolic battlegrounds 
for their participants’ moral 
truth and identity. What 
makes the conflict between 
Polish and Jewish memories 
especially intense is the en- 
ormous fact of the Holocaust 
- an event that took place 
largely on Polish soil, al- 
though it was neither planned 
nor executed by Poles. 

The Holocaust casts its 
shadow backwards as well as 
forward, and often the entire 
history of Polish Jews is read 
retroactively in its dark light 
But history isn’t like story; it 
isn’t a straightforward nar- 
rative, unfolding towards an 
inevitable finale. Before the 
terrible destruction, there 
were centuries of multifari- 
ous, vibrant life. Jews start- 
ed settling in Poland as early 
as the 11th century; from the 
18th century onwards, they 
comprised 10 or more per 
cent of Poland's population, 
which made them that coun- 
try’s largest minority; and a 
constituency with its own 
rights, problems and even 
powers. This was in marked 
contrast to other European 
countries, where Jews were 
never more than a tiny 
percentage of the whole. 

Indeed, ftolish- Jewish his- 
tory can be seen as a 
centuries-long experiment in 
multiculturaiism avant la 


lettre. While there were un- 
doubted strains of anti- 
Semitism in Polish culture, 
at least some of the tensions 
were caused by majority- 
minority antagonisms and 
conflicts of interest still 
so familiar in polyethnic 
societies today. 

In pre-modern times, 
Poland was often a refuge 
for Jews escaping from per- 
secution elsewhere. The me- 
dieval Polish laws- were 
surprisingly tolerant grant- 
ing Jews full religious and 
legal autonomy. This allowed 
the growing minority’ during 
the Renaissance to develop 
the splendid spiritual and 
political institutions which 
made Poland the centre of 
Jewish life in Diaspora. For 
about two centuries, there 
was something like a Jewish 
parliament in Poland, called 
the Council of Flour Lands; 
there were religious semi- 
naries, yes hivas, which drew 
students from all over Europe: 

This golden age did not 
last As Poland fell into eco- 
nomic chaos and was parti- 
tioned at the end of the 18th 
century, relations between 
Poles and Jews deteriorated, 
sometimes to the point of anti- 
Semitic violence. But even 
during that fraught period of 
ta nglpri political aUianras and 
mutual resentments, there 
were moments when Poles 
and Jews joined forces, as 
during the series of insur- 
rections mounted agaihst the 
colonising Russians. 

The shtetl - the word is a 
dnmnutrve ofYiddish sktot, or 


town - was where the multi- 
cultural experiment was at its 
most intimate, and least test- 
ed- This was where Poles 
and Jews traded with each 
other daily, picked up bits of 
each other's vo cabular y and 
medicinal lore. This was also 
where they remained most 
spiritually separate and 
unfamiliar to each Other. 

The shtetl changed slow- 
ly; but. with the onset of the 
20th century, the winds of 
modernity swept even 
through these traditional. Or- 
thodox communities. The con- 
tradictory interval between 
the two Worid Wars, after 
Poland regained its inde- 
pendence, saw the rise of 
nationalist, ideological anti- 
Semitism. But this was also 
a period when Jewish politi- 
cal and cultural life thrived, 
when every shtetl had 
upwards of a dozen Jewish 
political parties, and when 
Jewish literature was 
undergoing a great flowering 

It is impossible to know 
what would have happened to 
the shtetl or to Polish Jewry 
had their rich and fascinating 
worid not been so abruptly 
extinguished However; one 
cannot understand their his- 
tory without bringing its two 
parts into interaction and 
dialogue with each other. 
Only from such dialogue can 
a full picture of the past begin 
to emerge. 

Eva Hoffman is the author of 
'ShtetL the history of a small 
town and an extinguished 
worid ’ (Vintage, £7.99) 


Computation of profits 
for corporation tax 


A TAXPAYER company which 
had made payments of inter- 
est constituting charges ou 
income and received foreign 
income subject to foreign 
tax qualifying for double 
taxation relief was not enti- 
tled to compute its profits in 
such a way as to produce an 
excess of charges on income 
capable of being carried 
forward to a subsequent 
accounting period. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed Commercial Union's 
appeal against a decision of 
Harman J. dismissing its ap- 
peal against corporation tax 
assessments for the eight 
accounting periods in theyears 
1984 to 1991 and against the 
Revenue's refrisai to allow its 
claim to carry forward losses in 
the form of excess charges on 
income in respect of the last 
three of those periods. 

Commercial Union bad prof- 
its including dividends in re- 
spect of which tax was payable 
under the laws of territories 
outside the UK in each of the 
relevant periods Commercial 
Union had made payments of 
interest constituting charges on 
income and received foreign in- 
come subject to foreign tax 
qualifying for double taxation re- 
lief CDTR”). It had purported 
to allocate to its foreign income 
only so much of the charges on 
income as would leave the cor- 
poration tax otherwise payable 
on that foreign income equal to 
and offset by DTR. 

The primary issue on the 
appeal was whether Commer- 
cial Union was entitled to com- 
pute its profits in that way, 
producing an excess of charges 
on income capable of being 
carried forward to a subse- 
quent accounting period. 


Wednesday 
Law Report 

13 January 1999 

Commercial Union 
Assurance Co pic v 
Shaw (HMIT) 

Court of Appeal (Lord 
Woolf, Master of the 
Rolls , Lord Justice Peter 
Gibson and Lord 
Justice Brooke) 

21 December 1998 

Graham Aanmson QC and Mal- 
colm Garnmie (LirUdaters & 
Paines ) Jbr Commercial Union; 
Ian Click QC and Jonathan 
Peacock (Solicitor of Inland 
Revenue » for the Crown. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
said that Commercial Union 
submitted that DTK came 
within the words “other relief 
from tax" in section 338(1) of 
the Income and Corporation 
Taxes Act 1988,' so that the 
total profits had to be treated 
as reduced by DTR. However; 
section 338(1) did not assist 
Commercial Union because 
DTR was not a relief from tax 
which reduced profits, but was 
a credit to be allowed against 
UK tax. 

The scheme of the corpora- 
tion tax legislation required 
first the ascertainment of in- 
come from a particular source 
and chargeable gains, as re- 
duced by any relief applicable 
to income from that source or 
to those gains, then the ascer- 
tainment of the total profits by 
aggregating the income from 


the various sources and the 
gains, as reduced by any relief 
applicable to those total profits. 

Once the amount of the net 
total profits had been ascer- 
tained the corporation tax 
prima facie chargeable on the 
total profits could be deter- 
mined. That corporation tax 
might in turn be reduced or ex- 
tinguished by other reliefs 
which were expressed to apply 
to that tax: only then was the 
amount of corporation tax 
payable ascertained. 

Commercial Union further 
relied on the fact that it was en- 
titled to use its power of allo- 
cation under section 797(3) to 
allocate charges on income in 
such amounts and to such of its 
profits as it chose. However the 
right to allocate under section 
797(3) (a> of the Act existed 
only for the purposes of the 
section, which was to set for-' 
eign tax against UK tax on the 
same profits, and Commercial 
Union had aimed beyond that 
limited purpose. 

Moreover; the exercise of 
the right to allocate could not 
affect the calculation of 
whether in a given accounting 
period the charges on income 
paid by Commercial Union ex- 
ceeded the amount of the prof- 
its against which they were 
deductible. Section 393(9) did 
not permit the carry forward of 
charges on income which were 
less than the amount of Com- 
mercial Union's profits against 
which they were deductible. 
Consistently with that, section 
797(3) did not permit a compa- 
ny to allocate to profits a 
deduction greater than the 
amount necessary to reduce 
those profits to nothing. 

Kate O’Hanlon, 
Barrister 


IN A free-assodatiou test 
any mention of Larry 
Flynt's magazine Hustler 
would surely not prompt 
the reply Hello!. They are 
poles apart The latest 
issue of Hustler , however; 
does lead one to reflect 
upon a new asage which 
the word has acquired. 

The issue does not era- 
tain the promised revela- 


WORDS 

Christopher 

HAWTREE 

hello, interj . 

tions about Bob Uviu^tone. 
but recumbent in 20-year- 
old photographs is Dr Laura 
Schlessinger, now a highly 
moralistic wireless agony 


aunt. She is in the habit of 
silencing callers with stern 
advice and then asking, 
“heBo? hello?'* to make them 
feel even more idiotic. It was 
not long before kinder- 
garten playgrounds echoed 
to the tapping of dunder- 
heads’ brows and the query 
u hdbV' when something had 
not sunkin. Such tactics have 
spread to banking circles. 





He! 


Call: 


8/FEATURES 


THE WEDNESDAY REVI EW W 
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You ask the questions 




(Such 

get 


as: Richard and Judy, do you ever 
sick of the sight of each other?) 


* 

. i 




; j 



T he television pre- 
senter Judy FLrmi- 
gan, 49, was bom in 
Manchester In 1988 
she began present- 
ing This Morning, 
which attracts 2 mil- 
lion viewers daily. Richard Madeley, 
42, was born in Essex. He met Ju<ty 
in 1982 when he joined Granada. 
They are now married, live in Lon- 
don, and have two children, Jack and 
Chloe. Judy has twin sons from her 
first marriage. 


Richard, have you tested out 
Viagra? Did yon like it? 
Margaret McDowaU, Epsom 
R: No, Margaret -and the inference 
behind your question? 


What single thing do you dis- 
agree over most? 

Lewis Ferguson, Brighton 
J: The volume o£ the car rado on our 
drive to work, when Fm trying to 
read my programme notes. 


Weddings and a Funeral. She was 
absolutely lovely, but when we asked 
her why her character was nick- 
named Duckface her answer 
couldn't have been more explicit - 
it involved replacing the first con- 
sonant of the name with the next one 
in the alphabet 


North, much of it in Manchester. I 
do miss it but on toe occasions when 
I've gone back since we moved, it's 


in 


instantly so at home there. It’s good j 
to know there are two very different 
cities where 1 could comfortabtylive. 


Do you talk about work in bed? 
Jeon Gleason, Brent 
R and J: Sometimes. 


When was your last big row? And 
who offered to make up first? 
Chrtssie Elliot London W6 
J: An absolute classic - what the kids 
should be allowed to watch on TV 
R: I was definitely at fault, so I was 
the one who had to apologise first 
I'll get my own back, of course. 


Who takes the most time in Hie 
bathroom in the morning? 
Caifim Wilson, Pr es ton 
R: I dotf t think we Ve ever timed it 
but we’re both in and out like 
greased lightening because we get 
up as late as possible. 


Why do yon think students watt* 
your show, albeit ironically? 
Lizzie Foster, Nottingham 
R: It’s funny, but when we suggest 
that, the huge number of students 
who watch the show do so ironically, 
they look baffled. 1 suppose some do, 
but our theory is that many are away 
from home for the first time and TTris 
Morning is like a surrogate family 
- a kind of home from home. 


Who’s your dream interviewee? 1 st 
it the same person for both of you" 

Rob Cooke, Carshalton 

Wfe’d both dearly love to get tfcehrsti 
joint interview with Bill and Hiflaiyj, 
CKnton. s 


Judy what’s the most romantic 
gesture Richard has ever made? 
Caroline Baldwin, Sheffield 
J: One year; Richard made a minia- 


What do you miss most about 
Manchester? 

Gavin Owen, Stockport 

J: I was bom and bred there so ob- 


How do yon relax? 

Jo Millar, Essex 

J: Reading’s my great escape. Nov- 
els are my preferred form, although 
most afternoons I retreat with a pile 
of newspapers. 

R: Reading for me too. I (to like bum- 


4 


Do you get sick of the sight of each 
other, working and living 
together? 

Greg Pearman, Dorset 
J: We’re always asked this - we in 
fact got to know each other at work, 
so it’s never really seemed odd. We 
are genuinely happiest when we’re 
together; and when we get home 
after a show we’re able to give each 
other plenty of space. After 10 years 
of this it’s hard to imagine it any 
other way. We’re very happy. 


Can yon tell us something, how- 
ever trivial, that you've never told 
each other? 

Angela MULs, Peterborough 
R: Yes, I used to be called Squeaky 
when I was at school 
J: That’s incredible. So was L And 
to think that no one ever knew. 


Next Week 


Tara Palmer-tomkinson 


Send any questions you may 
want to put to professional 
socialite, columnist and Tt Girl’ 

Tara Palmer-Tomkinson to: "Shu Ask 
The Questions, features. 

The Independent, l Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL (fax 
0171-293 2182; or e-mail 
younpiestion^independenLco.uk) by 
noon on Friday, 15 January 



j umping on to my bike. It's the only 
form of physical exercise that 
doesn’t bore me rigid. 


What’s your favourite television 
programme? 

Zoe Croce, Camden 
R and J: The Simpsons. 


hire fountain and put it under the 
Qiristmas tree. Inside were two air- 
line tickets to Rome for a long week- 
end It was a beautiful trip. 


Judy, does Richard wear pyjamas 
in bed? 

Chris Williamson Kent 
No, he sleeps in the buff. 


Who has been your best/worst 
guest, and why? 

Catherine Fielding, York 
J: It’s the same answer to both - and 
it only happened this week: Anna 
Chancellor; the actress from Four 


viously I miss it the most Although 
I feel very settled in our new house 
in London - it’s been two-and-a-half 
years - 1 was very homesick at first 
and it was quite hard to understand 
exactly why. I suppose it was that it 
represented such a huge chunk of 
my life and I simply felt that I was 
putting a part of my life behind me. 
R: It’s funny but I’ve spent exactly 
half my life in London and half in tire 


W hat do you think you ’ll be doing 
in 10 years’ time? 

Janey Bowers, Newcastle 
R: The thing Fve learnt after 20 
years In television is that all plans 
are useless. Programmes that are 
right fbryou and for the audience are 
a bit like buses without numbers 
on. Yau get on in good faith and 
hope that they go to the right desti- 
nation. The most successful pro- 
grammes Fve done - This Morning 
and Eye of die Storm - fell out of a 
clear blue sky. 

J: I honestly havent a clue, rve never 
had a career plan. I just do what I 
think I'll eqjqy and hope the viewers 
do too. 


Mr 


Judy, what’s the first thing. 
Richard said to you tins morning? 
Alex Trent, Norbury 
J: Do you want tea or hot chocolate? 


The irritations of modern Life 


25: AGE OBSESSION BY LAURA THOMPSON 


ONCE UPON a time, when 
life was a less subtle and 
overwrought affair, the facts 
about age were simple. Ybu 
were young, then you were 
middle-aged, then you were 
old And that was that 

Nowadays, to all intents 
and purposes, this rigid 
structure has loosened up. 
Today you can be blissfully 
unattached at 30 and a sex 
symbol at 70. Ybu can be a 
granny at 32 or a first-time 
mother at 42, a maths 
graduate at 15 or a student 
at 65. My dean it seems 
anything goes. 

Except, of course, that it 
is also the subject of great 
scrutiny. People purport to 
applaud that an older 
woman can go about with a 
young blade; but that this is 
still so worthy of mention 
that the age of both wifi be 
pruriently dweUupon, even 
while everyone is saying 
how unimportant it is, 
shows that our ideas have 
changed less than we think. 

We are, in fact, obsessed 
with age, far more than 


hitherto. It is impossible to 
read a news item about a 
man rescuing a cat without 
learning how old he is. It is 
impossible not to know the 
age of every actor; footballer 
and politician who features 
in our daily lives. And this is 
a knowledge that we seem 
to crave -as if, more than 
any thing else, it enables us 
to place people - to envy or 
dismi ss them. 

Of course, our society is 
obsessed with youth, but 
also with what every “age” 
signifies - ie it is fine to be 
unattached but not if you 
are in the second half of 
your thirties. Regardless of 
the state of your psyche or 
your triceps, then you are 
no longer a sexy singleton 
but a sad spinster This 
sounds as though age 
obsession applies only to 
women; yet I lately met a 
man who disliked admitting 
to being 29. Perhaps it is 
fine to fiddle about with 
your PlayStation, but not if 
you are nearly 30. 

Every little block of time 



Act your age: don’t be 
another Dorian Gray 


has its own little set of 
images of what is 
appropriate and what is not 
No wonder people are 
driven, more and more, to 
the ultimate idiocy of lying 
about their age. Who can 
blame them, when the word 
“forty” sets off the clanging 
of collective alarm bells. 

People once went from 
young to middle-aged to old 
unfussed whether bra- 
lessness was acceptable at 


33; now we are allowed to 
cheat this inexorable 
process. Balzac would no 
longer write of a “rnedle 
dame de trente ana”; today, 
with her Espree Club body 
and Eve Lorn complexion, 
she’d be his heroine. 

But she, in some atavistic 
part of herself, doesn't see it 
as her mirror does. She 
knows - just as her man 
does - that fertility is fading 
and muscle mass is 
dissipating. She knows that 
she is playing tricks on age, 
and age could find her out 
Hence the need to know 
that other people are - or 
look - olden the fear that 
other people are - or look - 
younger Hence the 
obsession with youth, itself 
free from this obsession. 

Understandable, 
perhaps. But how ghastly, 
really, that age should have 
become our collective 
enemy in this way. After all, 
what is the point in striving 
to live longer, when every 
added year is simply 
something to wish away? 


The day I discovered I 
am a walking cliche 




No! Surely I haven’t become that conventional? Louise France is 
shocked by what the latest official statistics tell her about herself 
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UNLIKE MANY people - jour- 
nalists, sportsmen, cabinet 
minister’s ex-wives - 1 have not 
taken the last six months off to 
write my memoirs. However 
this week I had the surreal 
experience of reading my life 
story in the nation’s 
newspapers. The Office of 
National Statistics published 
Britain 1999, its annual snap- 
shot of the ordinary life of the 
ordinary Briton in this country 
today. As I read the reports, I 
was appalled to discover that 1 
can offiriaDy be pigeon-holed as 
Ms Deeply Average. 

Twenty years ago, my life as 
a 31-year-old unmarried, child- 
less woman with a career and 
a cat {Britain 1999 tells us that 
for the first time there are a mil- 
lion more cat owners than peo- 
ple with dogs) would have been 
m nsadpngd qjfaerS CaiHMO US or 
sad. How galling, then, to dis- 
cover that my lifestyle is now 

the norm. Fm with the majority 

of Britons who admit to having 
tried illegal drugs (put it this 
way, I did inhale) and reserve 
churches for sight-seeing 
weekends in Rome (only one in 

10 peopleregulariy attends a re- 
ligious service). 

All the usual areas are cov- 
ered in the 500-odd page report 
how many of us are married, 
how many of us have children, 
what we do with our leisure 
time. As I read through the sta-' 
tistics, I come to the realisation 
that either Fve been accosted 
by women with clipboards out- 
side train stations many more 
times than I realise. Or - and 
admittedly this is the more 
likely conclusion - this life Of 
mine (which, incidentally, rve 
always thought pretty original 
and Out There) is in fact so 
middle of the road Fm hurtling 
down the central reservation. 

Take, for instance, the sta- 
tistics on marriage. By 2010, 
we're told, there will be more 
unmarried adults than mar- 
ried. Thirty years ago a typical 
household could be defined as 



average - that one in five 
women is deciding against 
having children altogether. . 

Perhaps I should tefte sol a ce 
from these surveys. I need, for 
ins t ance, no longer be embar- 
rassed by the fact that the 
nearest thing that I have to a 
hobby is going to restaurants. 

It tunis out that we’re catdang 
up with America where people 
go out for dinner more than 
they cook at home. Neither 
should I hide the fact that my 
spiritual life - likp one in five 
women in Britain today-is lim- 
ited to a weekly yoga session. . i 
On the subject of money and 
work, the report tells us that 
we’ve got more disposable 
income than ever before, but 
we’re careful with it They even 

have a name for people Eke me. 

I am, apparentty,. a Hedged ■ 
Hedonist like the majority of 
women. I work - by 2002 it is 
predicted working women wifi 
outnumber workin g mpn 
But, alarmed by the idea 
that we’re an living longer an d 
I may still be going at 97, my 
savings are swallowed up by 
pension plans. At the same 


a married couple and their 2.4 
children. Today only 25 per 
cent of homes fit this descrip- 
tion and my partner and I are 
more typical. We've been an 
item for almost 10 years. I can’t 
speak for him (that would be far 
too old-fashioned) but I have 
every intention of loving him 
and che rishing him until death 
us do part However, like the 
majority of my generation, I feel 
a wedding is best reserved for 
Spice Girls and celebrity chefs. 
As far as Tm concerned we’re 
already bound together by a 
piece of paper It has Nat West 
Joint Mortgage Statement writ- 
ten across the top and comes 
in the post every month. 

One of the biggest changes 
of the last 20 years is the fact 


that I don’t have chil d re n As 
Recently as the late Seventies, 
the majority of women had 
children in their earty twenties 
These days, my girlfriends and 
I talk about kids but it’s in that 
distant one-day-I-might-go-to- 

the-gym sort of way. The clos- 
est we get to them is walking 
past a branch of Baby Gap. 

I remain ambivalent Call me 

fickle but when a friend says 
having a child is like being 
loved unconditionally for the 
first time in your life, I think: 
“Oh yes. Til have two of those 
please.” Then I sit next to a 
bawling baby on the bus and 
decide I’d rather swim the 
Channel in a sleeping bag. ft 

comes as no surprise -but then 

why would it I am after all 


time I compensate myself for 
the fact thiitlwarkhard bybuy- 
mg incredibly expensive items 
for the bathroom closet My 
grandmother would blanch at 
the price of the shampoo I buy. 

But as the adverts say — I'm 

worth it 

I come to the conclusion 
ftat rm a dich6, as alternative 
as a loaf of sliced white bread 

(apart from the fact that in 
these topsy-turvy times, sliced 
is probably considered 
revolutionary in comparison 
to the healthy farmhouse gra- A 

naryl buy each week at Ttesco). ^ 
There is, I realise, only one 
way for me to restore my street 

credibility. Before the Mnien- ‘ 
nmm I must get married, have 

a baby, ditdi the career and be- 
come a housewife. 

Who knows. Maybe I wffl. 

But there s one exception. The 
cat stays. Okay? 
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There are no trends in menswear. As the Milan shows proved, it’s only the details that change. By Melanie Rickey 
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M ilan harbours the most pop- 
ular menswear labels in the 
world. Ask any man to name 
their ultimate label and 
chances are Prada, Mhi Mhi, 
Gucd, Dolce & Gabbana, Ar- 
mani, Ver ace and Calvin Klein will be on the list 
Root, per aps J3 Sander Jean Paul Gaultier Vivi- 
enneWeswood Issey Miyake or John Richmond 
make thdgrade. All show in Milan where, in the 
last five lays, the most important event in the 
men’s fashion calendar; the autumn/winter 
1999/200 collections - unofficially dubbed Mfl- 
lenniun/Men - has been taking place. 

Letifeet one thing dear. Men’s fashion is not 
about tig trends. There are no rising or felling 
Keratins here, no hair or make-up looks, no ques- 
tion oflat or high shoes, just tfor the most part) 
febukns dothes.^ What trends there are dorit hap- 
pen cnsmight, rather they evolve gradually sea- 
son-oi- season. As everyone who’s anyone told 
me th.cn ghout the week; it’s all in the details, 
the fetrics, the feel A suit is a suit, after all David 
BradsLaW of Arena - he’s also fashion consul- 
tant to Pipda - ejtplained: “These shows help men 
make thededsion of which Mack suit to buy. All 
. the fashim forward detailing is in the sportswear 
r$ and this ielps to sell the suits because, for ob- 
vious reajons, the suit can’t change much.” Ex- 
cept, of curse, in the details. 

One of he most prominent fashion “details” 
of the las few seasons has been the Vielcro fas- 
tening.lt >nfoues to pop up on everything from 
tailored si ts, shirts and coats to trainers, as well 
as on sp rtsweac where it belongs, Fbr au- 
tumn/winjr, however; the practical, no-fluff- 
collecting zip looks set to mate a welcome 
return. JU lander’s padded body-warmer zipped 
up to a fin lel neck (funnel necks on everything 
is another mportant detail), as did her shirts. At 
Issey Miy ke the arctic outerwear - big, gree- 
ny-grey rkas, huge white PufEas, and combats 
- featuredftndustrial tips. At the hot new Amer- 

ican label Richard Edvranls, a padded anpy green 
body-winner had zip-on-zip-off arms, while an 
arrny g»een coat had a zip-out lining . At Costume 
National, zips were used to conceal hoods with- 
in the collars of tailored suits. 

A shft in colour paktte was also in evidence: 
from miinlywhiteandgreyfortoecomingsarn- 
men to nainfy black airi grey (yep, if s still there), 

1 with- dashes of bright colour thrown in for good 
measure. Tomato red vas given a good airing at 

' Gucd aid Costume National in shiny hide jack- 
ets, at JU Sander in taitweac and at Prada. Or- 
ange was the strong colour of choice at John. 


One of 
of the las 
tening.lt 
tailored si 


Richmond. Dirty arrny green and shades of beige 
and cream and navy were also popular across 
the board. Versus went tor baby pink and brown 
together and Vivienne Westwood and Jean Paul 
Gaultier went all out fbr colour. 

This season has proved to be special because 
of the millennium issue and each designer ad- 
dressed the “what to wear fbr the party to end 
all parties” in their own way. Almost every show 
included a tuxedo, or modern tuxedo derivative. 
Gucci’s tuxedo pants were glamorous in white 
or Mack with red piping along the outside leg, and 
worn with shiny pony-skin biker-inspired jackets. 
Issey Miyake's was traditional. Giorgio Armani’s 
was James Bond slick. Cerruti’s was fora mod- 
enwfey Sacha DisteL buttoned low for a laid-back 
look. Gaultier’s appeared to be hand-knitted. Dirk 
Bikkemberg’s was in leather: Dolce & Gab- ■ 
bana’s was slim and mafia sexy and Versace’s 
was aggressive, raunchy and very rock’n’ rolL 

The common denominator in all of these suits 
was their shape; unanimously single breasted 
jackets with flat-front pants, many of which were 
straight and loose through the leg. And that takes 
care of the black suits, which has incidentally 
made the store buyers very happy. Damian 
Shaw, the contemporary menswear buyer from 
Liberty, had a few important check-points for his 
buying strategy- the first, if it's black It sells; the 
second, leg shape. Too baggy is bad. So is too 
straight And they must look good on the bum. 
Gucd, Bikkembergs, Prada and Costume Na- 
tional scored there. 

Vivienne Westwood and Jean Paul Gaultier 
provided the fun millennial party gear. Wbstwood 
showed silver and gold sequin pants tucked into 
knee-high boots and ring-master jackets with mil- 
itary detailing, yet amongst the high ramp there 
was softly coloured spearmint and chocolate 
knitwear; moleskin pants and tweed suits. She 
scored with her tartan krtt-shirt-tie-and-knee-hi^b- 
sock ensembles, which managed to look manly 
even in raspberry and Mac GauJtiei; too, included 
his signature kilts, but his showpiece, a sequin- 
embroidered bikerjaeket with 1999/2000 worked 
into the arms, was a definite camp winner. 

There were plenty of fashion trends that 
have been creeping 14 ) on sartorially motivated 
men for some time now. Chunky, shrunken-to- 
the-body multiply hand knits-maqy in soft cash- 
mere -looked fantastic in the McQueen line, at 
Costume National, and especially at Dolce & Gab- 
bana. Biker motifs were also strong. Embroidery; 
shine and sequins were in evidence across the 
board, done best at Dolce, & Gabbana on army 
T-shirts, on tanks at Gaultien and on the worn- 


in jeans at Gucd which were held up with a rope 
belt and worn with velvet tuxedo jackets. 

Macho furs made a somewhat disturbing im- 
pact on the proceedings. Versace went for wolf 
as coat linings, on collars and trouser edging. 
Gucd and Gaultier did fur biter jackets. Dolce 
& Gabbana did full-length mink pants, while 
Prada teowed a for sports jacket with a face-pro- 
tecting hood Ihissa^ tte worst offendei; used 
beaver, wolf, crocodile and snake. 

If only it were fake. These items may never 
mate it into British shops, a feet the Italians are 
aware 0 1 but not bothmred by. Indeed the Eng- 
lish attitude to fur is laughed at by foreigners, 
who think we 're prissy. Perhaps someone should 
send them on an educational trip to a fur farm. 

If, come autumn, the average male is rushing 
out to buy his black suit, more feshkm-consdous 
men might be distracted by sportswear In fact 
this has been the biggest single revolution in 
men’s fashion this decade. As Nick Sullivan, the 
associate editor of Arena, pointed out after the 
perfectly executed hit-of-the-season Prada show; 
“Five years ago everyone here [male editors and 
buyers] would have been wearing suits, now look 
at them.” Indeed, a look at the fashion pack is a 
good indicator of things as they stand 

There’s a black suit worn with Prada red-line 
sneakers and a big parka with a fur hood over 
there; a funnel-neck, snow-white jumper; tailored 
trousers and sneakers over here; a body-warmer 
with combat pants and boots to my right Sulli- 
van is sure the sportswear tiling is at its height 
now. “When even the most conservative of de- 
signers are doing elements of luxury sportswear 
it is a sure sign a change will be in the air. But 
the Italians are best at it After seeing the Prada 
show you think, yes, it’s got mileage,” he says. 

Louisa de Paula, the contemporary menswear 
buyer fbr Selfridges, was in agreement 
“Menswear now is about uniform dressing. I call 
it ‘Subconscious Millennial Dressing', 1 * she says. 
“Men have totally changed the way they dress 
in the last 10 years. Now there are no rules, func- 
tion and utility looks have become the norm." 

Indeed the Prada show summed up the mood 
of tiie collections perfectly- So here are a few tips. 
Boots are ankle or midcalf in tough, toffee- 
coloured leather. Tailoring is slim and hard in 
grey, desert khaki, army green and black. Car 
coats and duffels are hooded, with padded elbows. 
Long padded coats are belted in, and pants are 
cropped The Prada Sport tine included water- 
proofs, sneakers, bags and hats -all of which had 
“must-have" stamped all over them. But you’ll 
have to wait until September to buy them -sorry 



Versace 


Photographs: Chris Moore 
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What’s in a voice? According to Jonathan Ree’s new book, as much at your very soul. By Rachel Halliburto n 

And the ears have it 


A dmittedly, it wasn’t 
as mad as the harp- 
sichord that made 
cats mew different 
notes by sticking 
needles up their bot- 
toms. Even so. few thought that the 
Parisian Jesuit, Louis Bertrand 
Castel, would succeed in his mission 
to build a keyboard which played 
music entirely in colour Taking as 
his cue Isaac Newton’s theory that 
the seven main colours of the spec- 
trum could be ranged across the 
notes of an octave, the mad inven- 
tor built a series of instruments 
whose elaborate multicoloured 
mechanisms - variously using glass 
prisms, candles, dyed cloths and 
lanterns - all proved to be woefully 
effective at emptying concert-halls. 
In the end, he realised his ambitions 
were more likely to be prey to New- 
ton’s theory of gravity than to his 
dreams of colour music and, after his 
Onal project came tumbling round 
his ears in 1757, he turned up his toes 
and died. 

The point to this story, as 
Jonathan Ree will tell you, is that 
people should resist the temptation 
to draw too many analogies be- 
tween the visible world and the 
world of hearing. Although, as he 
writes, “science tells us... that see- 
ing is simply what happens when 
light enters our ones, and hearing 
when sound enters our ears", the ex- 
cited attempts of Newton. Castel and 
others to draw parallels between the 
two always results in confusion. 

In his book, / See a Voice - pub- 
lished next Monday -he reveals that 
Castel's dilemma, far from being a 
piece of historical trivia, forms the 
basis for understanding one of the 
most controversial linguistic 
debates to rage over the past three 
centuries. The question of how to 
create an effective system of com- 
munication between the deaf and 
the hearing population - and there- 
fore to translate the essentially oral 
methods of teaching language into 
visual representations - was a 
source of frequent debate from the 
18th century onwards. Not only did 
it reveal the prejudices surrounding 
the voice, but it also provoked a se- 
ries of challenging and ultimately re- 
vealing questions about the nature 
of language itself. 

The feet that “dumb" can still 
mean stupid is only the tip of an ice- 
berg of centuries' prejudice. At its 
murky depths lies the practice of 
killing children boro deaf- in ancient 
Greece and Rome it was legal to dis- 
pose of deaf offspring when they 
were as old as three - while in Jew- 
ish Mosaic law deaf people were not 
allowed to own property. 

Having tempted the reader in 
with these historical facts, Rde takes 
a quick side-step to literature, point- 
ing out that while those struck blind 
- such as Oedipus or Samson - are 
normally dignified, the deaf and 
dumb are often reduced to victims, 
like Hans Christian Andersen's little 
mermaid, or even worse, objects of 
ridicule- Finally he pulls the reader 
into the book's heart, the realm of 
“hardcore” philosophy where he 
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Words and pictures: John Buhver’s 1640s sign language, a ‘virgin Philosophic of gesture’ 


shows - for example - that when 
certain 18th-century philosophers 
said die deaf were doomed to remain 

likp animals , 1 parting minrts such as 

Immanuel Kant agreed, saying that 
since speech was the source of civil- 
isation, the dumb could never attain 
the faculty of reason. 

1 See a Voice actively draws the 
reader to indulge in metaphysical 
rmisings about what it would be like 
to be deprived of a sense, and starts 
by analysing the relative prejudices 


over tiie centuries to the importance 
of eye and the ear As I entered Ree's 
flat in this frame of mind, it struck 
me how much you could still pick out 
with only your ears to navigate. 
The Indian music drifting up from 
the floor below indicates the con- 
venient proximity of a curry-house, 
while the dunk of shoes on the 
bare floorboards and the softly lick- 
ing flicker of the flames from the coal 
fire in the grate give some dues 
about the cosy, yet minimalist mode 


of decoration. And RCe’s voice, 
which hovers around the tenor 
range, is constantly on the brink of 
laugh tec though its speech pat- 
terns are measured and analytical 
- full of pauses for thought 
The voice and its role are the crux 
of the book. Historically, there have 
been many claims about the voice's 
powers: some have put forward the 
notion that is a reflection of the soul, 
others that it represents our power 
to participate in politics <the German 


“Stimme”, which means voice, also 
means “vote”, points out Rde). 

“One nf the thfogS that star ter? try* 

on the subject was noticing that 
people find it very difficult to say 
when a ‘voice* is being used 
metaphorically and when if s being 
used literally," he explains. “For 
example, you can talk about the 
voice of conscience, or you can talk 
about madness in terms of hearing 
voices - so it seemed like a rather 
dever topic to fix an.. . though it does 
lead absolutely everywhere." 

The resulting eclectic philo- 
sophical history is fuB of gems ofhis- 
torical tales and provocative 
questions about the interpretations 
of the senses. One of the most en- 
tertaining theories about the voice 
is put forward by the Renaissance 
metaphysician Francis Mercury 
Van Helmont, who announced that 
the voice was a manifestation of sex- 
ual power - and its energy was de- 
rived from semen held back from 
physical emission. 

“One of the things that I told 
myself quite early was that I want- 
ed to write philosophy like Charles 
Dickens - 1 wanted to have lots of 
colourful narrative. lots of stories. 
I didn’t feel (hat I was going outside 
philosophy in order to find 
illustrations. It was more 
the case that philosophy 
was already there out in the 
world if you looked for it" 

If provoked, R6e will admit that 
he is a man with a mission. He is 
angry that a lot of 20th-century 
philosophers have been so anxious 
to take an academically respectable, 
scientific approach to philosophy 
that “they actually turn their back 
on what makes philosophy deserve 
to earn an important place in cul- 
ture. It's terribly unfortunate that 
most people's idea of the subject is 
derived from books called AHistory 
qfWestem Philosophy. They sit on 
toe same shelf as the atlas - and it 
does give you the sense of philos- 
ophy as a set of rather abstruse 
doctrines held dogmatically by 
rather boring people.” 

To counter that perception. Ree 


has developed a new mode of 
enquiry, which he describes as 
“philosophical history” - as dis- 
tinct from a history of philosophy - 
which draws philosophy back into 
the territory that was initiaHy staked 
out by Plato, asking simple ques- 
tions about our perceptions of 
everyday life and culture through 
looking at our changing attitudes 
through history. He would like to be- 
come for philosophy “what Simon 
Schama is for history”, though he 
recoils slightly when it is suggest- 
ed that there could be any similar- 
ity between his methods of 
reigniting a child-like wonder in the 
subject and those of Jostein 
Gaarden the author of the teenage 
philosophy hit, Sophie’s World. 

Before I leave the flat, I ask him 
whether toe extensive philosophical 
expedition he has taken through con- 
cepts of the voice and theories of lan- 
guage has change d his childhood 
reflections that he would “for rather 
be deaf than blind". 

“Td ratherbe blind,” he says, and 
then there is a long, thoughtful 
pause... “If it had to be one or 
the other." 

7 See a Voice 1 is published by 
HarperCoUins on Monday 
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DANCE 

CINDERELLA 

ENGLISH NATIONAL BALtET 
LONDON COLISEUM 

THIS CINDERELLA is muc toe 
best of Prokofiev’s three-art aflet 

scores, but you would scaro^ now 

fhat fr om English National Bj letis 
production. The music is somjvhat 
raucously played by the EN Or- 
chestra under Patrick Flynns di- 
rection, losing the compc er's 
contrast between sweet and h irsh; 
but, more important, the dfrreo- 
graphy seems to me to run dn idly 
counter to what Prokofiev inte ded. 


True, Michael Corder has aaem- 
bled a multiplicity of steps: not juite 
one to every note, but enough tesat- 
isfy balletomanes who want oqy to 
see dancers in hectic movemeft all 
the time. But he seems not to lave 
noticed that Cinderella has a story 
and that the score was writt n to 
serve that story. And the ser e of 
form which Corder shows in hi best 
works entirely forsakes him b re. 

So the dancers who represe tthe 
four seasons, for instance, cone on 
anH do more or less inter ch a ngea ble 
duets, with nothing spring-like, | 
mery, autumnal or wintry 
them. Even the characters wbjyou 
would expect to have strong indi- 
viduality fail to show it the st 
ters, toe fairy godmother; evei the 
heroine. A bit of pointing and ^hav- 
ing for the former, a wispy ienevo- 
fence ihr the latter pair; is tbenearest 
we come to any sense of pupose. 

Consequently the balht lacks 
both fun and romance. He occas- 
ional bits that aim at comdy don't 
get much of a laugh, and s for the 
love story, you will have to look 
hard and use a lot ofimaghatian to 
find anything moving or flipping. 
Even the charismatic PatrckArm- 
and as the Prince in the opeiing cast 
could not achieve more that a tem- 
porary suspension of inerdulity 

His Cinderella (four otlers are 
due to follow) was Larisa Pono- 
marenko: as smooth and Iqent a 
dancer asyou would expert f 
Petersburg training, but too : 
sire facially most aftoe time tel 
as much of an impression a( she 
ought The rest of the cast 
never less than proficient, but Vfaat 
they had to do held them back, jim- 

nnp Clar fcp- and fflimh etti Mipg y as 

the stepsisters deserve cretfiffor 
generating at least a sense of e 
liness; Christopher Hampson^ele- 
gance as the dancing-r 
sabotaged because his rdejjust 
doesn't make sense, either irtt£ im- 
plausible lesson he gives or h Ins in- 
appropriate guest spot at tie balL 

David Vfalker’s designs ae as dull 
as the choreography (be thmkful for 
small mercies; at least they woid the 
tacky extravagance of his Covent 
Garden Cinderella far Ashbn's ver- 
sion]. The tipy tot sitting ii front of 
me with her ballet-critii mam? 
looked bored all evening, md who 
could blame her? 

JOHN PERCIVAL 


In tune with the buzz 


THINK OF any Haydn string 
quartet between Op 0 and Op 77 
No 2 and you could have heard 
it last weekend, not in EsterhAza 
but in Manchester Quartets of 
all ages, from the younger end 
of Chetoam’s School of Music to 
toe old hands of Quatuor Nos- 
talgique - persuaded out of 
quartet retirement for the 
occasion - assembled for a 
HaydnFest at the Royal North- 
ern College of Music (RNCM). 

Legendary quartets such as 
the Amadeus and the Aeolian 
were represented by Siegmund 
Nissel and Emanuel Hurwitz 
passing on some of their vast 
experience in masterclasses. 
Haydn enthusiasts, many eag- 
erly following scores, mingled 
with student string players and 
curious casual concert-goers; 
instrument makers plied their 
wares; academics discussed 
the merits of various editions. 

On paper HaydnFest repre- 
sented the kind of exercise be- 
loved of concert promoters. 


Classical 

HAYDNFEST '99 
ROYAL NORTHERN 
• COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
MANCHESTER 

more obsessed with numbers 
than creative planning: music- 
ally it was a refreshing and 
stimulating way to start the new 
yean It was ambitious, too, in 
that, unlike the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival's 1996 series of 46 quartets 
in 18 concerts, HaydnFest 
somehow managed to squeeze 
all 69 quartets into 14 concerts 
in just three packed days, with 
performances at morning noon 
and night, in tea and coffee con- 
certs, and even in a HaydnSeek 
children’s concert 
Whether or not you go with 
68 string quartets or 69, 
whether you count the string 
quartet version of Seven Last 
Words, whether you are taken 
in by the spurious pieces by 
Hoffetetteq some of which were 


slipped into the Nachimusik 
concerts here, you couldn't foil 
to applaud this opportunity to 
hear the complete string quar- 
tets of the composer who in- 
vented, the medium as we know 
it If, as Goethe once said, “a 
good quartet is like listening to 
a stimulating conversation be- 
tween four intelligent people" 
then HaydnFest had plenty of 
sociability. No doubt it also had 
its party bores, but fbrtiinately 
I missed them. 

The Brodsky Quartet, all for- 
mer RNCM students and now 
celebrating 25 years as a quar- 
tet, opened their concert with 
one of the most dramatic open- 
ings in toe whole of Haydn's 
quartets. Op 54 No 2 in C. 

But this was perhaps a too 
civilised conversation, all 
poised charm at the expense of 
thea t r i cality There was a dis- 
appointing absence of inter- 
play between the instruments 
in toe chirrupy quavers of Op 
33 No 3 in C, "The Bird" and a 


polished finesse rather than any 
sense of spontaneity dominated 
toe unruly last movement of Op 
76 No 4 in B flat, “Sunrise". 

Closing toe festival, the End- 
ellion Quartet’s dialogue was 
far more riveting, with lively dis- 
cussion in the opening move- 
ment ofOp 50 No 6 in D,“Frijg’*, 
and delightfully witty repartee 
in the croaking bariolage of 
toe last movement 

Candles stuck into old wine 
bottles gave a welcome air of 
informality to the late-night 
student quartets raising bows 
against the buzz of low laughter 
and chatter in the bar below the 
Senior Common Room. Haydn, 
who first wrote quartets for 
amateur players to enjoy with 
guests in their salons, would 
surely have approved. 

Lynne Walker 

The first of three broadcast 
recitals from HaydnFest is on 

BBC Ro^ 3 tomorrow at lpm, 
featuring the Brodsky Quartet 


Skeletons at a funeral 


13 15 January at 7pm, 16 January at 2pm & 7pm 


zjBffig 

THE The Roval Opera 0? 

GOLDEN COCKEREL 

Sadler's Wells — v * 







Aver- e kllaqicr =C: Ticket Office : 0171 863 8000 24 Hour Hotline : 0870 842 2226 



THEATRE 

THE MEMORY OF WATER 

VAUDEVILLE, LONDON 

FUNERALS ARE handy func- 
tions for a dramatist, providing 
toe perfect excuse for yanking 
back into tense proxi mity 
people who are stffl fizzing with 
unresolved conflicts from a 
shared and much disputed 
past Pop a corpse in a coffin 
and out erf the cupboard a skele- 
ton is bound to tumble. 

Or rathe; a whole slew of 
skeletons, in Shelagh Stephen- 
son’s often wickedly funny and 

moving play The Memory of 
Water, in which three sisters 
return to their Yorkshire child- 
hood home for the interment of 
their mother. Tempers aren't 
improved by the snowy weather 

on for one of them, by the 
recurrent appearance of toe 
mother’s ghost 

A riotously well-observed 
look at toe social stresses of 
bereavement, toe play is also a 
shrewd meditation on the 
subjective, competitive and self- 
preserving nature of memory 
that so often distorts and tailors 
recollections to fit in with a 
personal agenda or sense of 
grievance. It was a big hit three 
years ago on its first airing at 
Hampstead. 

Someone has had the com- 
merdaDy smart idea of reviving 
Terry Johnson's production 
with starrier principals and 
now after a successful regional 

tour, it arrives in the West End. 



Samantha Bond (left) and Margot Leicester in Shelagh 
Stephenson’s "The Memory of Water* Nigel Norringtcm, 

a painful void left by the baby 
she was forced to give up at the 
age of 14. Bond is perhaps a bit 
generalised and over-actressy, 
her pukka tones rarely lapsing, 
as they would, into Mary’s 
original northern accent in 
moments of unguarded 
emotional intensity. But she is 
a credible irritant to her sib lings 
- Sawalha's druggy, promis- 
cuous and manipuiatively 
hypochondriacal Catherine, and 


The casting is winning in that 
two of toe actresses are already 
lod ge d in the public mind as 
fictional daughters: Samantha 
Bond from Amy’s View and 
Julia Sawalha from Ab Fab. 
Bond brings a fine, caustic 
superciliousness and an air of 
heartache to the role of Mary, 
the posh, high-flying doctor and 
victim of her own success who 
harbours a boyfriend who won’t 
leave his ME -stricken wife, and 


Tteresa, pk ped by Alison ! 
man in nu grrificen t form 
A frant c health food 
who pops ‘ wmpletely orj 
nerve pflJslS teadmarf s T 
puts on on of toe best c& 
of mountinny drunk behs 
I have ever seen. As ur 
pabie as tol whisky botti 
is grippingAshe gives ve 
home truthaof wildly vat 
accuracy. Tien, heaving 
slumped heal up from the 
spread, she Demands: ‘ 
could you do his to me?’] 
Johnson’s lighly enter 
ing produrti □ keeps si 
control of tot tone, whirt 
to encompass sverythfoj 
whooping, d tg-fuelled 
jinks, as wher sortingmotl 
t hings out tuns into a g 
fashion par:le, to Ma 
troubled meet igs with Ma 
Leicester’s re enant spin 
The prodi tion cant 
guise the fectl atthedran 

current flows ' ith a fluctuf 
strength, or ti t the ghost 
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proceedings. utStepher 
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ter arrives haing spent 
Jours trapped In a train \ 
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™ns a puppet 
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Brad Fraser has written a play about an openly gay politician. Fortunately, Martin Yesterday still has things to hide. By Paul Taylor 


You don’t pay 
the fruit . . . 



Brad Fraser ‘I’m not afraid to say what I see, whether it’s pleasant or not’ 


e "W" M hen it was 
'y ^ lm / announced a 
" m /m / coupleofyears 
■ / «/ ago that Brad 

V W Fraser, the 

W W award-winning 

cult Canadian dramatist, had signed 
a contract with Disney, one's first 
thought was: what on earth is he 
going to write for them: JOi Bisex- 
uals ? In plays such as Unidentified 
Human Remains and the True 
Nature of Love, and Poor Super 
Man. Fraser has situated his dart,, 
laconically witty art on the slippery 
boundaries between diverse sexual 
orientations and identities. Whether 
charting the travails of a transsexual 
denied the operation s/he so des- 
perately craves because s/he's dying 
of Aids in Poor Super Man , or 
inserting a submissive gay man 
with a cleft palate into The Ugly 
Man this hilarious lust-in-dust 
B -movie makeover of aiiddleton’s 
Changeling), Fraser has never been 
Jr one to compromise, or to stint on 
™ graphic depictions of naked coupling. 
The Disney news was rather like 
hearing that Mark RavenhiU bad 
been hired to present Blue Peter. 

So when I rang him in Canada to 
talk about the English premiere of 
Martin Yesterday - his latest stage 
piece, which opens next week at 
Manchester's Royal Exchange - 1 
was curious to know how this odd 
conjunction had fared. All too 
predictably it was a case of a movie 
written, paid for and not made. 

"It s about a mad scientist who is 
magically able to change people's 
feces. The title was Beauty?' he said. 
«- Something tells you that the 
? author of7?ie Ugly Man, a play that's 
mischievously astute about the per- 
verse attractions of the repulsive (“I 
don’t mind looking at your face," 
whispers the adoring gay character: 
“That won’t be necessary," replies 
the butch, disfigured bisexual none 
too cryptically) does not conceive of 
beauty in any fun-for aD-the-femily, 
Beauty-and-the-Beast sort of way. 

Peter Hall remarks in his Diaries 
that you can learn an awful lot 


about a playwright's creative per- 
sonality from listening to the way he 
himself speaks. This is certainly hrue 
of Fraser who has a deep, buriy voice 
which ta bit like Gore Vidal's) is in 
piquant contrast to the knowing 
camp of what is being said. His 
speech rhythms have a similar 
fiouncy curtness to the exchanges 
in the plays, as when, in Poor Super 
Man, a married character objects to 
his estranged gay artist lover 
exhibiting nude paintings of him. and 
tries to assert his rights. 

“1 inspired them," he pleads. 

"You don't pay the fruit when you 
do a still life,” comes the succinctly 


He has situated his 
dark, laconically 
witty an on the 
slippery boundaries 
between diverse 
sexual orientations 
and identities 


stinging reply, with its pointed pun 
on "fruit”. 

Fraser's wit is much more good 
humoured than that, though. 
Confessing that he has always been 
imaginatively drawn to outsiders, he 
reveals that his first teenage effort 
as a playwright was the helpfully en- 
titled Two Pariahs at a Bus-stop 
Late at Night. "I mean, don't you 
almost feel like you've seen it." 

Though the dramas to date have 
had an implicitly political edge, the 
title character in Fraser’s new piece, 
Martin Yesterday, is the first career 
politician to feature in his work. The 
play follows the Prozac-propped 
fortunes of Matt the young married 
man who was forced out of the 
closet in Poor Super Man. Now a 
successful comic strip artist he 
embarks on a relationship with 


Martin, an appreciably older Tbronto 
alderman. The most egregious gay 
politician in modem drama is the vir- 
ulent real-life homosexual homo- 
phobe Roy Cohn, to whom Tony 
Kushner gave mythic dimensions in 
Angels in America, and who made 
just about the toughest figure imag- 
inable fw gay people to admowledge 
as one of their own. Martin Yester- 
day is. by contrast openly gay and 
HIV-positive and, therefore, pot- 
entially prime paragon material 

As Matt’s female business part- 
ner remarks: “I read an article that 
says people are actually more likely 
to vote for an out gay politician than 
a straight one, because they think 
the out person has more integrity." 

But Martin Yesterday seems to 
have emerged from the closet to 
make more room for the unsavoury 
secrets he needs to bundle back in 
there. The instinct to help fellow 
homosexuals, admirable in his 
public life, becomes perverted in his 
private life to the kind of charity that 
-creates mutual exploitation and 
heartless dependency. 

Martin's taste, moreover, is for 
very young men such as Rex, the 
pan-sexual hustler with the coke 
problem who pays for his bed in Mar- 
tin’s apartment by letting him play 
abusive “daddy" fantasies with him. 

“I'm not afraid to say what I see, 
whether it's pleasant or not” com- 
ments Fraser, justifying his 
depiction of Martin, whose self- 
compromised political career he 
views as an illustration of how “we 
lack leadership with true integrity 
Nobody seems to live up to their own 
expectations of themselves." 

A strip-cartoon artist on the side, 
Fraser uses comic-book characters 
as symbols an d metaphors, as when 
Super Man’s concealed alien status 
provided, in that eponymous play, a 
sardonic parallel for the central 
character's marooned feeling of liv- 
ing a lie in the midst of strangers. 

In Martin Yesterday, the parallel 
is more overtly political Matt invents 
the Deceptive Elf (“this spy from 
Quebec who's trying to find out how 


English Canada really feels about 
Quebeckers”). A drama about part- 
nerships. commitment and separ- 
ation is played against a background 
of cultural separatism in a nation 
that is itself like an unhappy, dispu- 
tatious couple. Rows at the drawing- 
board in Matt's office raise the 
whole contentious issue of how fan 
if at all oppressed minorities are 
interchangeable as metaphors of 


each other. One “minority” that 
perhaps hasn't had its due in his 
work is that of women. Fraser’s fe- 
male characters tend to be under- 
written. saddled with partner 
problems that are the palest shad- 
ow of those experienced by the men 
and given to looking at the gay com- 
munity noth a peevish mixture of 
envy and puzzled resentment 
I'm pleased to hear, though, that 


Fraser has resurrected Violet gay 
Matt's slo w-on- the- up take wife from 
Poor Super Man, in a forthcoming 
play. Snake in the Fridge, a piece he 
refers to, with a tantalising laugh, as 
"about a group of young people on 
the fringes of the sex industry who 
have a great time in a haunted 
house". And what has happened to 
poor divorced Violet? “She’s become 
a pomographer." 


From her previous CV, this would 
seem about as likefy as her becom- 
ing the Dalai Lama. But maybe the 
highly talented Fraser has now 
graduated to the point where he can 
start to use women characters to test 
those sexual boundaries. 

‘ Martin Yesterday’ runs at the 
Royal Exchange in Manchester 
from 13 Jan to 6Feb (0161-833 9833) 


Lorca, Dali, Bunuel: their naughtiness lives on 


UNTIL VERY recently, Hayley 
Carmichael was a fairly well kept 
.^jcreL Not any more. Her hilarious, 
profoundly touching performance as 
an upper-class girl falling for a 
chauffeur, in Kathryn Hunter's 
Almeida/ The Right Size production 
of Mr Puntila and His Man Matti, 
has changed all that 

Even as she natters before a 
performance, you see her giving her- 
self up to ideas. Her expression 
keeps changing - as emotions regis- 
ter across her freshly scrubbed 
face and thoughts race behind her 
eyes. Her brow furrows with puzzle- 
ment then suddenly her expression 
changes, bewilderment whisked 
away by laughter: It ail sounds very 
“actorish", but that’s the last word 
you would use to describe her. 

Although she's around 30. she 
looks extraordinarily young - she’s 


What connects Brecht with Spanish surrealism? Hayley Carmichael, of course. By David Benedict 


extremely good at innocence - and, 
at the same time much, much olden 
helped by a Judi Dench-like crack 
in her voice. Best of all, she has the 
rare gift that true comic performers 
have: being able to stretch time. Her 
characters hit upon an idea and her 
directness and physical economy 
draw you in as she works through 
a particular moment in a way that 
looks utterly spontaneous. 

Not that she's a bundle of confi- 
dence. “The other night 1 came off 
after the first scene and said to an- 
other acton ‘Oh, they really don't 
want me to come back on stage.' And 
he said. ‘Why ever not?' Ybu realise 
that persona] paranoia is so not in- 
teresting. You can’t indulge yourself 


like that Just get on with it." 

Mr Puntila dosed on f - 
Saturday and on Thursday 
she joins her company, 

Told By An Idiot to 
perform I Weep at My 
Piano as part of the 
London International 
Mime Festival 



The show is 
drawn from the 
work of Lorca, Dali 
and Bunuel but 
j don’t expect a 
three-for-the-price- 
of-one bio-drama. 
“We were inspired 
by their imagination 
and their, well, 
naughty spirit It’s a 
piece in their 
image. Wh wanted 
to make a piece 
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Ivan Kyncl 


about them but also/ about some- 
thing that toe understood, so as to 
open it up to an audience. Things 
about friendship, loving someone 
who doesn’t love you.. . " 

Told By An Idiot is a strikingly 
successful threesome. They met at 
Middlesex College, where John 
Wright was a teacher and 
Carmichael and Paul Hunter were 
students. A few years la teg Hunter 
suggested working together on a tiny 
part of One Hundred Years cf Soli- 
tude. That became On the Verge of 
Exploding and, a year later, Wright 
joined them to do it at Edinburgh. 
Gkadualfy with the help of their man- 
ager Nick Sweeting, they began to 
tour further afield. They formalised 


this ad hoc working arrangement, 
producing the daft and delightful You 
Haven't Embraced Me Yet. although 
they don’t work as a permanent en- 
semble. They prefer sometimes to 
work apart with other companies, to 
keep their own collaborations fresh. 

In the past they’ve been mistak- 
enly bracketed as “physical theatre" 
but their plans include a middle- 
scale project with Northern Stage, 
and Biyi Bandele-Thomas is writing 
them a play - a first, as all their pre- 
vious work has been devised. 
Carmichael thrives on being fed by 
the input of others and she has been 
working in all manner of places. 
Prior to Mr Puntila, she played 
Cordelia to Kathryn Hunter's King 


Lear at the Leicester Haymarket 
and the Young Vic, but has done very 
little text-based work. However, she 
will do Marivaux’s The Dispute with 
Neil Bartlett in a co-production be- 
tween the Lyric Hammersmith and 
the RSC. 

Her rising profile slightly un- 
nerves her. “It’s strange how you are 
perceived to have ‘made if. Because 
people see your photo somewhere 
they say, ‘Oh, you’re doing well’, or 
‘You’ve finally made it'. That’s all 
very nice but I think Told By An Idiot 
got somewhere from the very be- 
ginning." Hope lights up her face. 
“We made a show about love and 
pain and all therest of it and that’s 
what we’d wanted to do and we're 
stiff doing it." 

TWdepatMyPiano’isatBACfixm 
Thursday (01 71-223 2223 ) 
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NEXT WEEK 


The Shape of Arts to Come 
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Our series on the men and women set 
to become movers and shakers in the 
21st century continues next Monday 
with Mick Gordon of the Gate Theatre 



On the fringe 

(animal impersonations, a 


rvE heard of product 
placement, but A Special 
Offer really takes the biscuit 
and poses with it Where 
most firms that help out 
small productions have to 
content themselves with a 
token mention on an A4 pro- 
gramme-sheet, Sharps Bed- 
rooms gets top billing in the 
rising theatre designers 
Alice Power's and Alice 
Purcell’s contribution to the 
London International Mime 
Festival- an entire “Buck- 
ingham" suite has been 
built in the Young Vic stu- 
dio, and Sharps’ Togo is dis- 
played on a help desk. 

But the bedding people 
must have a sense of 
humour; as, in dissecting 
the consumerist heart of 
modern coupledom, A 
Special Offer mocks the 
sterile aesthetic of the ideal 
home and the fitted interior 
A prematurely middle-aged 
husband and wife (Mick 
Barnfather and Lisa 
Goraick), run through 
precisely observed daily 
routines with no sense of 
progression but a continual 
air of self-congratulation. 
They go to bed, wake up, 
make the bed, and 
immediately wind down 


Dominic Cavendish 

again, droning on about 
gardening, commuting and 
other couples. Their 
relationship is as sexless as 
their red satin shiny duvet 

Insistent pan-piped 
Muzak (courtesy of Nigel 
Piper; a John Hegley 
acolyte); customer 
announcements - (“Mr 
Fisher has been separated 
from his wife"); and the 
intrusions of a opera- 
singing shop assistant 
(Rebecca Gale) - threaten 
to expose the relationship 
as a bizarre sales ploy. But 
even when the wigs are off, 
the behaviour remains 
resolutely display-oriented. 

There are some angsty 
confessionals in which each 
partner outlines his or her 
frustrations and fears for 
their individuality, but 
banality gets the upper 
hand. “I feel I want to say 
something about world 
peace, but rm not sure 
what it is,” the wife says, 
adding, after a beat “Tm 
not looking forward to the 
menopause.” 

At times it feels as 
though the scenario is too 
two-dimensional to provide 
wall-to-wall interest But 
bursts of surreal activity 


perfect spoof Black Magic 
ad) keep your eyes fixed on 
Barnfather and Goraick - a 
great bad couple. It’s an 
impertinent reminder that 
there's more to life than 
making a bed and lying in it 

Threesome, by Laurence 
Pritchard, also risks being 
as boring as the dead-end 
lives of its protagonists, but 
is so wryly scripted and so 
beautifully performed in 
Ken McClymont’s Old Red 
lion production that it 
leaves you hooked. 

Easy end Scruff (James 
Thornton and Rob Jarvis) 
are two fiat-sharing drifters 
bound together by their 
druggy clubbing days, but | 
tension starts mounting 
when it emerges that Scruff 
has been associating with 
Easy's ex, Ruth (Raquel 
Cassi<fy), and with vicious 
dealers at the notorious 
clifo where Easy was once a 
D J. The shifting balances of 
power are ably charted. 

Well worth a look. 

Threesome’, Old Red Lion, I 

ECl (0173-837 7816). to 30 I 

Jan; ’A Special Offer’, 1 

Young Vic, London, SEl | 

(0171-928 6363) 



mmuTHfiinnir- 

JIUBLMPmHUK 

FB 8 U DAVm HESTHEAfi - 

as raw 

KBI III 


A MISS HEX IF SilVSZ SSB, 
68CPB0FES9BIAUSI, 

TflEATHEALAOTIHEE, 
PEBIBB RETAIL AU MTSTEBL. 
BEBilEfflEB'nwoisj n nn 


Box Office: 0171 928 6363 


(y) Young Vic Theatre 

66 The Cul, London SEl 8LZ 
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It’s all downhill from here 


Paying off your 
mortgage early 
leaves you free 
to spend more 
m enjoying life. 
By Nic Cicutti 


T he idea of paying our 
mortgages off early 
is one that most of us 
have entertained. 
And why not? It 
offers the opportuni- 
ty of doing more ex- 
citing thing s with the cash. And, at 
last, there are growing signs that 
home buyers are recognising this 
fact Increasing numbers of bor- 
rowers are asking for shorter mort- 
gage terms than ever before. 

They still want a good deal - such 
as an attractive fixed rate. But just 
as importantly, they want the flexi- 
bflify to decide exactly how long they 
will pay this mortgage for. An ideal 
loan would combine the two options. 
The good news is that it is for 
easier to shorten the H& of a home 
loan than you think. While it may cost 
a little more in the short run, setting 
aside an extra pound or two a week 
can lop months, perhaps years, off 
a 25-year mortgage term.- saving you 
thousands of pounds of interest in 
the process. 

lie reason for these potential 
savings are simple. Whenever we 
take out a home loan, we agree to 
pay it off at a certain rate of inter- 
est Over a typical 25-year term, the 
total amount nf ftiter pgf that must he 

repaid can be triple the sum 
originally borrowed. 

Take an £80,000 repayment loan. 
At variable rates of 7.7 per cent 
monthly payments are £592.57 and 
the interest payable over 25 years is 
£113,025. Simply by paying an extra 
£10 a month the interest saved 
would be £6,641. The repayment 
period itself would be reduced to 23 
years and eight months. 

Paying an extra £30 a month 
towards the same mortgage would 
bring interest savings of £14,657. 
reducing its term to 21 years and 10 
months. An additional payment of 
£50 cuts the term to 20 years and four 
months, saving £20,983 in interest 



ble as fee others, but it makes upfor 

it by its cheap rates. 

There is a pnce to pay for ditch- 
ing a loan part-way through. 
Redemption penalties are 1 per 

cent for each year of the mortgage 

tenn, with 5 per cent payable at any 

time in fee last five years. So,al0- 
y par repayment penod starts with 
a 10 per cent redemption charge, 
failing to 5 per cent in year five and 
thereafter . 


However; the penalty is on the 
amount still -owed; if you have paid 
back a huge chunk of the loan 
already the redemption will be cor- 
respondingly smaller. 

Some people assume that early 


benefits of makings even part- 
repayments of a fixed loan. But this 
need not be so. 

For example, a fixed-rate mort- 
gage of 5.75 per cent for the.last five 
years of a mortgage has a redemp- 
tion penally of 5 per cent of fee 


Why spend your most active years being frugal? By paying your mortgage over a shorter period, you could be saving money and having fun 


In feet, one relatively unexplored 
concept among borrowers is that of 
early mortgage repayment as an 
investment in itself Faying a mort- 
gage more quickly is equivalent to 
earning the same rate of interest as 
fee amount actually charged on fee 
loan itself- tax free. 

So, repaying an 8 per cent vari- 
able rate loan becomes the equiva- 
lent of earning 1056 percent gross 
for lower-rate taxpayers, or 11.2 for 
those on a higher marginal rate. 

Many borrowers may have taken 


out a 25-year endowment policy or 
may have made sizeable contribu- 
tions into a pension, on fee 
assumption that the 25 per cent tax- 
free lump sum will be enough to pay 
off the loan at retirement They 
assume feat having made the 
decision several years ago, they 
have to live with it today. 

However, with annuity rates 
foiling as they have been, people 
would be better off using all their 
pension fund for retirement pur- 
poses. As for endowments, it still 


makes sense to keep on paying into 
one until it matures. Instead of 
Jinking it to the new mortgage, 
borrowers can choose a traditional 
capital and interest option. The 
policy will still produce a large lump 
sum - but now it can be used for aqy 
purpose, not just to repay the loan. 

As interest rates fall, so does the 
monthly cost of a mortgage. In turn, 
this means that, if we could afford 
to keep payments at the same rate 
as before, fee loan is repaid that 
much faster. 


It also mates sense to take 
advantage of falling long-term 
interest rates - fixed mortgages 
are now lower than they have been 
for three years. 

Maqy of the most flexible loans 
are offered by lenders who calculate 
interest payable on a daily baas 
rather than once a year; which 
means that any payments are 
instantly credited to your mortgage 
account Among the best flexible 
loan providers in the market are 
Standard fife Rank , t . pgal £ Gen- 


eral, First Active and Virgin One. 
The last two offer full banking 
facilities as part of the mortgage, 
meaning that you can treat the loan 
itself as a bank account 
FirstMortgage, the telephone- 
based home loan provider, has 
another solution. The company has 
a 5.75 per cent fixed-rate deal The 
difference is that it can be selected 
for any period between five and 15 
years. In effect, you choose the 
period yon want to pay the loan back 
over This loan is not quite so fiexi- 


i The Independent 1 is offering a 
free 36-page 'Guide to Flexible 
Mortgages’, sponsored by First 
ActweLwith tips on ad aspects of 
kome'Ekms, including how much 
you can borrow, how to repay it 
and a list of useful names and 
numbers. Call 0800 550551 or fid 
in the coupon on this page 


The PEP that beat 91 % 
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A terrible mistake 


of the competition. 


Don’t miss this outstanding opportunity 


2% discount if \ou 
invest by 
5 April 1999. 


The Scottish Widows European PEP is a star performer 
in any language. It offers superb potential to fcgkh your 


money grow. 


• Outperformed over 97% of all 53 5 unit trust PEPs over the last 5 years; 

• Invests in a Trust which has been ‘AAA’ rated in 6 out of the lastwi 
7 years”. 

• Investors would have enjoyed average returns of 17.2%* p-a. 

had the Trust been available as a PEP since launch. * M 


• 2% discount on new lump sum investments and 


transfers before 5 April 1999. 

If you're looking for outstanding growth potential, go 
for a genuine star performer. Call now for full detail^ y; 


on how to apply or transfer your existing PEP. 

Don’t Delay! '4 

For a priority application form call now on 


I HAVE discovered 
something about computer 
screens. If you stare at them 
long enough, they become 
three-dimensional, like 
those interactive posters 
that look like a bunch of 
scribbles and are really a 
floating marijuana leaf. 

Of course, it helps if your 
eyes are out of focus, and 
what with the welling-up 
when I think of my boyfriend 
Olivier, and fee sleepless 
nights, mine are in that 
condition most of the time. 

Olivier has refused to 
take my calls for a week 
now, and I couldn’t be more 
miserable. I've even started 
having nightmares. One 
minute I'm sound asleep, 
the next I'm hurtling, 
through a multi-coloured 
vortex tike something out of 
Star Trek. When I crash to 
fee ground, I can see I'm in 
a landscape dreamt up by 
someone on LSD: overly 
bright flowers, weird 
insects... But fee only sound 
is a quiet sobbing coming 
from behind a small, 
emerald WH- 

When I go to see what's 
makin g fee noise, I find a 


4* . 



The 

trader 


white rabbit with its back to 
me. There’s an elaborate 
old-fashioned pocket watch 
on fee ground in front of it, 
and between sobs it pats it 
half-heartedly and gulps, 
“How could she do this to 
me?” And then it turns to 
look at me, and it’s Olivier; 
with one Jong ear sticking up 
and fee other flopping 
pathetically over his right 
eye. Then I wake up, racked 
wife guilt and crying. 

At work. I have thrown 
myself into as many deals as 


possible, in a largely vain 
effort to distract myself. It's 
just as well I don't have to 
work in euros, in fee 
circumstances. The FX boys 
- indistinguishable from fee 
rabble at fee last place - 
may have been having a 
high old time of it since 
“euro Monday", but 
Findlay's still twiddling his 
thumbs waiting for someone 
to be more adventurous wife 
fee new -currency. 

Anyway, in between 
frenzies of manic deal-doing, 
I have successfully avoided 
talking to Jaap. After all, 
what am I supposed to say 
to him? “Hello, I’m afraid I 
don’t remember anything 
about it. but did we have a 
mad night of passion after 
fee Chrstmas lunch? Only if 
so, you left your watch on 
my bedside table." Exactly; 
you can see my problem. 

So I felt more than a little 
uncomfortable when he 
strolled over yesterday and 
flopped down into fee spare 
chair next to me. 

“You look as if you need 
cheering up,” he said gently. 

I muttered that it'd sort 
itself out, and he looked as if 


he didn’t believe me but 
wasn't going to pry. 

‘Tife would be a lot easier 
without other people, 
wouldn’t it?" he continued. 

“I am in terrible trouble wife 
my sister. She’s furious feat 
I’ve lost the watch she 
bought me when I left to 
come to London.” 

I felt sick. Of all fee topics 
in all fee world, why did he 
have to start on this one? 

I was desperately trying 
to think of a way of c hanging 
fee subject when Jaap said, 
“I remember that at the 
Christmas lunch the strap 
kept coining undone, so I 
took it off and put it on fee 
table. I called fee restaurant 
fee next day, but they 
couldn’t find it." 

I froze. A flash of memory. 
Being last to leave the table. 
Seeing Jaap’s watch lying 
there, and picking it up and 
tucking it into my bag/77ze 
bag I turned out d runkenly 
on my bedside table as I 
hunted for my contact-lens 
case feat night 

No more mystery. Only, 
how do I explain this to 
Jaap? And how do I 
convince Olivier? 
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SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 



wwwACOttishwidowsx».uk 


Please return to: Scottish Widows, Direct Sales, PO Box 17036, FREEPOST SC03744, Edinburgh, EH3 OBR. 
Surname (Mr/Mra/Mlw/M s) * RntNametc) 


EUROPEAN PEP 


by Nic Cicutti 

Sponsored by 

. first 
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Postcode 


Telephone No. Work 


Date of Birth 


Or send to: independent Guide to Flexible Mortgages Fkst Acdve Financial 
pic. Sir William Add ns House, Ashley Awenue. E^om.^urreyKTIS^A5^ ^ 
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Relatively unexplored 
is the concept of 
. early repayment as 
an investment in itself 


VcTJnO! 


amount paid. If, say someone want- 
ed to part-repay a £10.000 lump 
sum after three years, they would 
incur apenalty of £500. However; the 
interest saved would more than 
compensate for feat loss. 

Over the remaining two-year 
period at 5.75 per cent, the saving 
would be £1,150. On a 10-year mort- 
gage, fee cost of the same part -re- 
payment, also after three years, 
would be £700. But fee interest 
saved in the remaining seven years 
would be £4,025. 

In all these cases the motivating 
factor is what else you might be 
doing wifeyour money if it isn't being 
used to pay off a monthly loan. And 
most of us can think of quite a few 
things to do wife it 
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London Bridge 


Management Accountant 

Embankment c £30,000 + Extensive Benefits 

A unique opportunity has arisen for an experienced Management Accountant who can demonstrate a strong 
knowledge of IT. This varied role will mean thac you will be responsible for providing information and detailed 
analyses. You will also have full involvement in the budgeting and forecasting process. Previous staff supervision will 
be advantageous in order to get the best from your existing team of people. Ref 239080 

Part Qualified Operations Accountant 

SE I c £28,000 + Health + Study + Pension 

This multinational corporation is seeking an ambitious, part qualified accountant to produce financial and management 
accounts. Reporting directly to the financial Controller, you will be given full support/ training In areas you are lacking 
experience in. Experience of systems implementation will be advantageous. Promotional prospects are likely as this 
company continues its organic growth, and increases its market share. Ref 27399 1 

Part Qualified Financial Accounts Assistant 
SEI c £19,000 + Generous Corporate Benefits 

Our client is seeking an outstanding part qualified candidate with at least one year's experience of both financial and 
management accounts — including journals and complex reconciliations. You will be hungry for a challenging role with 
superb promotional prospects in a friendly, team based environment Full encouragement and support with your 
studies will be given. Ref 274645 

Telephone 0171 234 0393 or write to 3 Southwark Street, 

London SEI IRQ. Fax 0171 403 3937 


\ 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADDITIONS 

■ Adding Experience to Recruitment ■■ 


Strand 


Telecom Accountant 

WC (/Central £25-28,000 

Centrally based international telecommunications company requires a finalist to join their expanding team. The 
successful candidate will be expected to take full responsibility of the finance function. Experience of management and 
financial accounts is a must along with ad-hoc reporting and analysis. Excellent remuneration package is available for a 
dynamic and ambitious person to join this vibrant environment Ref 275164 

Management Accountant 

WC2 £22,000 + Study 

This household name in the entertainment industry offers a superb opportunity for candidates looking for a 
progressive second step. Some experience within a management accounts role would be advantageous but not 
essential Most importantly, a keen individual in the earfy stages of CIMA is sought, to strengthen the team and 
progress with the company. An excellent opportunity to fulfil your potential. Ref 270317 

Finance Assistant 

WC2 £16,000 + Full Study 

Rare opportunity for an ambitious seif-sarzer with drea one years experience in finance to join this high profile 
media organisation. Initially you will be involved with invoice processing and assisting with ad-hoc reporting but wifi 
progress quickly to take any additional responsibilities. Full study assistance will be given to candidates committed to 
studying AAT, CIMA or ACCA. Ref 275 1 56 


Telephone 0171 379 5333 or write to Centric House, 
390-391 The Strand, London WC2R 0LT. Fax 0171 836 0655 


Operational Control Project Accountant 


A leading global corporate and investment 
bank is seeking to recruit a new Operational 
Control Project Accountant. The ideal 
candidate would be a CIMA qualified 
accountant and be able to demonstrate 
strong financial sendee operational 


activity based costing systems. 

Please send your CV and details of 
your current compensation package to: 
P.O. Box No. 12942. 

Independent Newspapers Pic. 

1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf 


experience with a practical knowledge of London El 4 7DL. 


International Bank requires 

BUSINESS ANALYST 

to operate within global sales management. 
Responsibilities will include analysis of P&L 
and balance sheet, profitability analysis and 
project management. The successful 
candidate will be a qualified accountant and 
possess 2/3 year post degree accounting/ 
finance related work experience. 

The salary offered is commensurate with 
exerience. If you possess the skills required 
for this position, please send your CV to PO 
Box 21015A, Islington. London N1 2XQ. 


International Hank requires a 

MANAGER OF PROGRAM 
TRADING TECHNOLOGY 


to take responsibility for the new European platform. The 
work will primarily involve leading a team of developers 
and support staff in developing and enhancing trading 
systems. The successful candidate will be educated to 
degree and possess a minimum of five years relevant 
industry experience ideally combining European and North 
America experience including knowledge of 'imagine' 
software, C+ +, Sybase and 00 techniques. The salary 
offered is commensurate with experience. 

If you possess the skills required for this position, please 
send your CV to PO Box 21 01 5 A, Islington, 
London N1 2XQ 


GLOBAL HEAD 
DERIVATIVES ANALYTICS 

Up to £100k base + benefits • City based 

Our dient is the global debt markets dhisjon of one of die largest and most 
strongly capitalised financial services groups in the world. It provides a 
comprehensive range of innovative debt origination, structuring and 
distribution services to corporate, government and institutional clients. 

The Derivatives division is now seeking to recruit a Senior Quant to oversee 
the quantitative support of tbe Interest Rare Derivatives desk in London. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for a lead role in modelling, 
pricing and new product development for FJ. and exotic derivatives, swaps/ 
swaptions, caps & Boon 
Qualifications: - 

■ Minimum 5 years experience of Quantitative Research, preferably 
gained in the US 

■ Background in academic research 

■ Extensive experience in the development of large financial applications 
using C++ 

■ Mathematics Degree and a Quantitative PhD 

■ Strong leadership skills 

■ Strong communication dolls 

To apply, please write with foil CV, quoting ref 2279. to: The Response 
Management Team, ALA (Associates in Advertising), 5 St John's Lane, 
London EC1M4BH. 

Your application will only be sent to this client, however pJease dearly stare 
any organisation to which your details should not be forwarded. 


HR MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 


FINANCE 

Expanding investment firm requires a 
graduate with at least three years 
experience dealing equity derivatives. 
Knowledge of US, UK and Far East' 
markets are essential. Must have 
outstanding quantative and analytical skills. 
Strong PC/systems skills will include 
spreadsheet development on Excel. 
Derivatives risk and credit knowledge a 
must. Foreign languages a plus. Salary 
negotiable. Contact box number EO. Box 
12953, The Independent Newspaper, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5AP. 


International Bank 
requires 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
lo identify and market opportunities for the provision of 
software services in the UK. This will involve developing 
b usiness strategies. Establishing customer requirements, 


commercial and 


.liaison with customers i 

t echnical aspects internally 

Tbe successful candidate wiD possess a minimum masters 
level education with at least 4/5 years IT related work 
experience. The salary offered is commensurate with 
experience. Uyoo possess the skills required for this 
position, please send your CV to P.O. Box 210 L5B, 

Islington, London N12XQ 


£1000 per week 
O.T.E. 

Would you like lo join a 
team of high coming soles 
people. Most of which had 
never sold before we 
Lrained them. 

Own car essential. 
Ring now! 7 days 
Phone: 0J81 882 8993 


CHASE 


Market Specialist - 
India Settlements 

A unique role, a unique market • Bournemouth 


Our mission is to be the 
premier global financial 
services company in the 
markets we serve. We 
believe six corporate 
values - customer focus, 
respect for each other, 
teamwork, initiative, 
professionalism and 
quality - will help make 
Chase the provider of 
choice, the investor of 
choke and the employer 
of choke. 


The Chase Manhattan Bank ln one of 
the USAs largest banking institutions, 
with assets valued at over $35* billion 
and operations in more than 50 
countries. We provide top tier dienes, 
including financial ins titu cions, 
governments and corporations, with 
the services and expertise they need 
to raise capital, invest, move :ind 
manage their financial assets. 

Our Global Hade Services Division 
in Bournemouth has formed a new. 
specialist team to provide 3 
dedicated service to the huge- 
potential India Market. The focal 
paint for all India communication 
and actions, this busy and fast- 
growing team interfaces wich 
stockbrokers, agent banks, and 
other departments within Chase to 
manage India Market events with 
maximum efficiency and benefit to 
Chase's clients. 


We have created this unique 
opportunity for a Market Specialist 
to provide staff management of a 
team of approximately ten people. 
You will oversee an unusually wide 
range of activities including Thade 
Settlements, Asset Reconciliations. 
DenuienaJization and Confirmation 
Processing. The accent will be on 
developing creative solutions to 
support Chase clients' trading 
strategies in Indio. 

You'll need to have a genuine 
understanding of the realities of the 
India Market, probably having 
W'jrked in Emerging Markets 
Securities, plus the ability to learn 
and retain complex technical 
information. Proven Interpersonal, 
communication and ream leadership 
skills will be essential, as well as 
excellent organisational, prioritising 
and problem-solving ability. Flexible 


and resourceful you must be eager 
to see beyond the parameters of 
your role and build a career with a 
major world bank. 

In addition ro a competitive salary 
the package include a housing 
allowance, non -contributory 
pension, medical insurance, on-site 
fitness centre, as well as a very active 
sports and social dub. 

If yoo can meet tbe challenge 
of tbe growing India Market, 
please send your foil CV, 
together with current salary 
detafls/expedatious, to the 
HR Reso ur c in g Manager, 

The Chase Manhattan Bank. 
ChasesMe. Bournemouth 
BH7 7DB. He— cqnotc 
reference BN82/I on both your 
application and envelope. 
Closing date: 26 January 1999- 




laternatioiul Projects for 
Vbuth Exchange 

FITVANCR'APMIMSTRATtON DIRECTOR 

& COMPANY SECRETARY 


BERKSHIRE 


£26,080439,060 
(dcpcaAng ob apmmxl 


GAP if bd c x p x n d ing educational charity bawd in Routing which 
arranges vchmCary ovmets for young people in ihrir year 
om bet w een school tod 

Wfe dow wah to recruit a Finance and A&niniwatian Director lo 
join our dediemd - —-fT - 11 aspects of 

financial management mdoding oratory reporting, m an agement 
accounting. control and admini wno nl ta nq pan y 

secretarial maa naar. 

The successful ca nd idai r for Itua da nn ntfip g role must be able u> 
make an immediate impact on the ream activities and will ploy an 
active port m (be future di rec ti on of GAR You will be a qualified 
accountant with proven l.T. ability; you will have an adaptable 
nia i Higian enr ayfc plus good corramnucaiioa sfcilb. An ataca in 
the development of young people would be an advantage. 
Interested hufividals shook! send a copy of their CV quoting 
current renwmerarian with a band-written letter of application 
in ducting details of 2 referees to: 

Mn Lacy Maloobn. Ref. fAD, GAP Home. 44 Queens Road. 
Reading RG1 4BB 

doling date for nfpRcBliiml it 29A Jamoy 1999 
If yoo do not bear from w by 9ih February 1999, yon ihwU 
wane that jw application has not been roccewfid. 


Spearhead our quest for Qz/a hty 


Chief Revenues & Benefits Manager 

(POS) £40,071 - £42,936 plus PRP 


In Wandsworth, we believe that excellent service should come 
as standard. 

Share this commitment to quality, and you could be Ideally 
equipped to meet the challenge of enhancing performance 
levels for council tax and benefit services as well as satisfying 
the needs of a large customer focused organisation. 

As well as leading and motivating managers and some 140 staff 
to new heights of achievement, you'll be responsible for 
getting the best out of technology using facilities such as 
document-image processing, workflow management and an 
automated call dialling telephone system, in so doing, you will 
spearhead the Council's drive towards the attainment of 
Charter Mark status for these services by the year 2000. 


It's a varied role with a high profile. To fill rt, you must combine a 
track record in a Revenue or Benefits environment with successful 
managerial experience and an ability to deliver outstanding levels 
ofservice. • ' 

To find out more about this varied, high profile role on an 
informal basis, please call Dave Barr, Assistant Director of 
Finance, on 0181 871 6403. 


For an application form and further Information, pic 
telephone 0181871 7814 or write to the Director of finance. 
Room 27. Wandsworth Borough Council, Wandsworth High 
Street, London SW18 2PU. 

dosing date: 29th January 1999. 


Wandsworth # 


The Council os on Equal Opportunity Employer welcomes applications regardless of 
race, colour, nationality, ethnic origin, sex, marital status, disability or age. 
All applicants ere considered on the basis of their merits and abilities for the job 



SENIOR BUSINESS ANALYST - 
REDHILL 

Lombard Asset Finance Croup arc looking to recruit 
an experienced Snr Analyst to work with their 
Financial Systems Programme. 

Skills and experience required:- 

■ 2-3 yra business experience (Financial sector or Big 5) 

• Planning, delivery and roDoui of Oracle Financials 
and Hyperion Enterprise 

• Cost benefit modelling 

■ Process Mapping 

• Hanning and delivery of end user training 
- Budgetary Control and Project Planning 

• Ham leadership 

■ Effective communication 

■ Costomcr focussed 

Please reply enclosing resume of career to date lo:- 
Kym Devlin, HR Manager, Lombard Asset Finance 
Group. 3 Princess Way, Redhill Surrey RH1 INP. 


To advertise in this 
section please call 
Ransome Kolaru 
nowon 0171 293 2691. 


*** Analyst Program to 30 K *** 

Analyst/Programiner with min. 

3 years experience with Siemens Nixdorf 
Comet systems required to undertake 
Y2K Conversion. Business Basic exp. 
essential as well as exp of upgrading 
Comet sites. SAP R/3 experience would 
be extremely beneficial. 
Applications with CV to: 

Craig Timms, Colonial Software Ltd, 
Vigiiant House, 120 Wilton Road, 
Victoria, London SW1V 1JZ 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about an itera in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 

1HS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 

¥ 

I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0171 353 1248 FacshnOeOm 353 8355 
This space hns brtn donated by the pub&sher 


OVERSEAS FINANCE DIRECTOR 

The successful candidate will be literate m totfi English and 
Greek, heading up the finance team. You will be a qualified 
accountant with experience in an international iron. 

A knowledge of Greece and Cyprus, and Greek and 
Cypriot tax laws would bo an advantage. 
gHBonu^ ffr h mhtdr. 

Reviewing ousting management accounting and operational 
systems in UK. Greece and Cyprus. 

Implementing new strategies and reporting systems in the 
overseas office*. 

Ensuring compliance with Greek and Cypriot te^pl and 
tax matters. 

Reviewing costing system, o« overseas suppliers information. 
Liaising with overseas offices to ensure the correct 
application of computer and software systems. 
Controlling foreign currency exposure and maintaining dose 
contact with Greek bankets. 

Phase send CV with covering letter to Dand Wilson at 
Interaction Consultants lid, 

1 Torrington Park, London N12 9SU 


Leading International Investment Bank 

requires 

An experienced Equity Analyst with specialisation in 
tbe ftjlish market. The successful individual will be 
educated to MBA level and hare a proven minimum 
of two years experience as an Equity Analyst within 
the Rblish market 

The successful applicant will have a strong 
analytical background and proven intellectual 
ability. 

Please send your CV io: 

EO. Box 21015C, 

Islington, London N1 ZXQ 


Japanese government-funded school 
requires 

COMPANY SECRETARY 
The position requires someone with 
extensive senior experience preferably in 
finance and the ability to administer the 
running of a government-funded school. 

Fluency in the Japanese language and 
mature personality essential. 

Please write to: 

Mr Arimatsu, 

The Japanese School Ltd, 

87 Creffield Road, 

Acton, London W3 9PU. 


International Bank Requires Accountant 

To provide accounting support lor the custody group. 
The rote Will include responsibility for managing 
accounting matrices, managing AD-HOC finance- 
based projects, audit management and report 
preparation. The successful candidate will be 3 
qualifidd accountant and possess a minimum 2/3 
years accounting/ finance experience. 

The salary offered is co mmens urat e with experience, 
if you possess the skills rrquircd for this position. 

Please send your CV 
to EO. Box 21015A, 

Islington. London N12XQ 


APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Monday 

IT, Science, Engineering 

Tuesday 

Media, Marketing, Sales 


Wednesday 
Finance, Legal. Secretarial 

Thursday 
Education, Graduate 


Sunday 
Public, General 
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THE WEDNESDAY REV^ 


< 


Hungry for success 


I ’ve never been grossly over- 
weight but at 19 1 joined a Weight 
Watchers meeting when a friend 
wanted to lose several stone and 
needed my support 1 liked the 
fact that I was allowed to eat 
everyday food rather than having 
to adopt a fad diet or take diet pills, and I 
soon reached ray target wa^it At the time 
I thought Weight Watchere was just a local 

group, in our cosy village hall Three 
years later 1 attended an interview for an 
interesting-sounding job. It was only once 
I got to the office that I learnt it was Wteight 
Watchers. While I was watching the hustle 
and bustle of marketing and accounts, the 
penny finally dropped and I realised that 
this was an international company. 

I became secretary to Linda, who was 
then the trainee manager responsible for 
600 leaders. Before, I'd worked for the Civil 
Service and was used to addressing col- 
leagues as Mr this and Mrs that. But this 
is a friendly laid-back company where 
everyone is known by their first name, so 
it took a while to learn who was who with- 
in the firm. Linda is American and says 
what she thinks, which I found a little fright- 
ening at first yet rt gave me confidence to 
see everything she had achieved for her- 
self. We worked as a team for four or five 
years, but when she got promoted I didn’t 
feel ready to join her and take on what I 
saw as a high profile, go-getting job. 

Being a bit of a stick-in-the-mud I was 
not keen to change. But after 18 months I 
had eno ug h co nfid ence in join Linda in her 

new position as vice-chairman and found 
my new job wasn’t so different The big 
change was that I had to learn to deal with 
far more senior people: organising a con- 
ference for up to 50 managers could prove 
stressful, but it was also rewarding. 

Obviously when you work for Weight 
Whtcbers you get an awareness of what you 
are eating, but everyone here is a differ- 
ent size. We are employed for our skills, not 
our figures - it’s not the office of skinny 
women I'd envisaged. Admittedly the nat- 
ure of our work means we think about food 
most of the time, which can make us 
hungry. If people see me eatingsomething 
fattening at a social gathering they often 
tease me, or will confess to feeling guilty 
about eating in front of me - it's interest- 
ing how many people feel guilt about food. 
At this time of year, after the Christmas 


I WORK FOR... 


JUUE POELVOORDE IS PA TO LINDA HUETT, THE VICE CHAIRMAN OF OPERATIONS 
AT WEIGHT WATCHERS UK LTD, PART OF AN INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 



After the Christmas binge, we know that the phones will soon start ringing non-stop’ 


John Lawrence 


bingeing we know that the phones will soon 
start ringing non-stop: even I recently went 
back to Weight Watchers meetings, having 
put on rather more weight than I wanted 
to. We don’t drag people in from the street; 
it’s up to individuals whether they want to 
lose weight or not, but hte the Government 
we do want to encourage healthy eating. 
Mind you, it’s not all lettuce leaves and 
tomatoes; ifyou want biscuits you can have . 
them, because there]s always tomorrow. 

But we do try to discourage people from 
automatically reaching for the biscuit tin 
after an argument, for example, advising 
them to opt for a nice, comforting bubble 
bath instead. I’ve talked to many people on 
the phone who have lost selfconfidence be- 


cause they are so upset about their weig ht 
%t having the courage to phone is an im- 
portant first step and I enjoy giving them 
encffm' agftmp'nt. by explaining that each of 

the Weight Watchers leaders was once in 
the same boat as them. Even Linda used 
to be a member of a group before becom- 
ing a leader; I’ve seen her “before” photo- 
graphs, in which she’s hard to recognise. 

Although I am sure that there are male 
Weight Watchers out there too, it’s quite 
a female-orientated company full of wtxnen 
who in many cases have been house- 
wives themselves, and understand the 
pressures on women r unning a home. It’s 
one thing being a high-profile dieter like 
Oprah [Winfrey], with people to cook for 


her; butit’s a different ball game for a nor- 
mal person who has to provide large 
meals for her children and husband. As a 
mother myself, I don’t think I would have 
been «hle to do this job without Linda’s 
understanding; with three teenage daugh- 
ters of her own she reassures me about my 
12-year-old son. We are dose: if I've got 
problems I will confide in hen and every 
flhris tmas my family visits hers. 

I think that both Linda and my col- 
leagues have a lot to do with the feet that 
I've stayed here for so long. Although I fed 
secure in my job I don’t get bored, as we 
are constantly developing new projects. As 
someone who didn't like change, I have 
come full circle. 


At his convenience 


IT TOOK me three days to work up 
the nerve to go to the bathroom in 
Oscar Katz’s penthouse - three days 
with crossed legs, gratefully rushing 
off on errands in the outside world - 
and now Tm kicking myself because I 
■could have had a whole three days’ 
more dining out But finally I worked 
up the trust in my new boss Q was 
convinced, rightly; that there wouldn’t 
be a lock on the inside), in the middle 
of a long afternoon on the phone 
ringing round every tabloid and 
men’s magazine Hm* in the country, 
inviting them to the PussyKatz Club’s 
Pussy of the Year competition (well, 
almost). Well, it was either that or 
bust laughing. And now I have to pop 
back in every hour or so, whether or 
not I need the loo, just to check. 

Oscar Katz’s bathroom: my mum 
would have kittens if she knew. I've 
got used to the bedroom, with its 
purple satin sheets, in-bedhead 
stereo and purple satin tenting, 
because one of my duties is to check 
the bedside mirubar and restock it 
with quarter-bottles of champagne - 
but the bathroom is something else. 
It's a monument to everything to do 
with water and no thing to do with 
washing. Well, there’s a bidet - gold- 
plated - in the comer, but it seems to 
contain mostly white satin G-strings. 
Otherwise, it’s a place for splashing 
around while looking at yourself 

For a start, the whole place is lined 
with mirrors, and when I say the ■ 
whole place. I mean that you can 
actually look up your own skirt as you 
cross the floor: I find it disconcerting 
seeing myself on the loo, but each to 
his own taste, I guess. The bath isn’t 
so much a bath as a private bordello, 
bang big enough for six, with not just 
jet streams, but a wave machine. The 
shower isn’t so much a shower as a 
carwash. Oscar has a body-length 
whirling loofah thing that goes on at 
the Aide of a switch and scrapes off 
those dead skin ceils while you lean 
against it I haven't worked out where 
he keeps his unguents, but he must 
have loads stashed b ehin d one of the 
mirrors, for no one in the history of 
the world has ever smelled so 
chemical They’d label him a national 
disaster if he were in North America. 



THE TEMP 

This is the weirdest job I’ve ever 
done. I work from 2pm to 10pm every 
day, following Oscar around, getting 

drinks for people, calling the 

chau ffeur; sending out for sushi an d 
timetabling his assignations. I quickly 
worked out that my own morals were 
totally safe with the old r oufe, a s Fm 
obviously not his type. I haven't got 
white permed hair piled on my head, 
frosted pink lipstick and a black 
leather bra, for a start, and my name 
isn’t ’Dixie Vixen or Lulu - and I 
passed 19 some time ago. I guess 
there comes a time in every woman’s 
life when she realises she is past it 
for certain activities; I never realised 
my moment would come at 23. 

The Pussy of the Year competition 
is in feet The Search for London's 
Loveliest Lap-dancer My job over the 
next two weeks is to send out invites 
to everyone Oscar can think of, chase 
up a few former game show hosts and 
disc jockeys to pad the celebrity list, 
and laugh at Oscar’s jokes. 

Oh, and try hard to tell Trixie (no 
calls) from Hina (put straight 
thro ugh, leaves different-coloured 
hairs in sink from those on her head). 

So I emerged from the bathroom, 
trying hard to keep a straight face 
and not cause offence, though the 
breast-shaped doorhandle had 
nearly tipped me over the edge. 
“WelL” said Oscar from the pink 
inflatable Marilyn Monroe lips chair, 

“I was wondering if you were related 
to the Queen and never went at alL” 
“Oh, no," I said, finding myself 
suddenly forced to sneeze, “I go.” 

Oscar lit a 6-in-long cigar. “Oh, by 
the way." he said, “Sorry about the 
trolleys in the footbath, but yer can’t 
machine-wash them, you see.” He 
smiled proudly. “Ladies say I’ve got 
the best bum in London. Remind me 
to show you some time.” 


£ 




TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: SECRETARIAL, OFFICE SUPPORT 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Advertising, Publishing, Television, Design, Music, 
PR, Arts, Marketing, Broodcasting, Entertainment 


career»moi' e s 


ADVERTISING-MATERNITY CONTRACT to £29k 

Shorthand essential For Ifes involved. demanding but rewording 
senior level M roJe supporting the CEO. Snr Dir level exp in a 

- have initiative 


large dient -orien led medio c o mp any ess 
and excellent otg'n sJafe. 


Bet CP/13/1/CSF 


INTERNATIONAL FILM to £23k 

Snfaord se cr e to ry required to assist faecutiie VP at legal dipt • 
Audio and fas) fyptig are eaertial - as is an organd and friendly 
manner. Vfoddng 'n fun lecm must hcwe a sense or hnmouH 

Ret ayi 3/1/0=01 

TELEVISION SALES . to£19k 

BA to TV Soles Director ■ this a a great role for an experienced 
PA who loves using pwver pond - to assid diredw'of rapidly 
exparufine TV ch rowel - 2ya see exp and aood-senee of hunout 

HA OY13/1/EFOZ 

MUSIC c£1 8k 

RA to Director of International Artist Development. Pi w i de si (Ul 
confidential searetnrkd and admrastxnve support. Requires a 
min 3 years secretarial experience. Mink background 
preferable. Re£ CT/T3/1AW 

FOR THESE POSTHONS AND MORE, PLEASE CALL 
QUOTING A REE NO. OR FAX/SEND YOUR CV. 

(Ifyou have not heard from us within 2 weeks, please assume 
ymr appEcofion hm oat been sjqrassfuE).' 

, You oat also visit our Website far i^j-ta-tfie-fnlnute ' 
r ’’ " jobVifrorroolton: wwvtanaiyes.co.uk TV 

RECRUITMENT OPEN EVENINGS FOR MH31A PA'S 
1 ; AND SECRETARIES TEMPORARY-AND 
PERMANENT OPPORTIMTIB , 

Weds Jan 13th and 27th - from 58pm (last appt. 730pm) 
Please bring your CV and examples at Rawerpdnf sfofts. 
Madia secretarial experience ester^al and ecMflrtflC ddb.: 

Tel: 0171 292 2900 Fax; 0171 .434 0297 

SuAerland Howe, M Argyll Street landanwiv 1ACF •’ * 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Positions available in Local Authority environment in 
and around Central London, min T year exp. 

SECRETARIES 

Req'd for F/PT temporary posts. Must have audio, 
min SOwpm, MS Word and Excel plus excellent 
communication skHfs 


For an immediate interview please cal! Maria on 
Tel: 0171 329 2300 
Fax; 0171 329 2489 
PLAN PERSONNEL 

IS LUDGATE H.iLL. LONDON cC4? JPC 


BRIGHT JUNIOR AUDIO 
SECRETARY 

Required by busy but friendly Islington 
firm of trade mart; attorneys. 5 minutes 
from Highbury Corner (Victoria Line). 
Positive attitude/good typing/WordPerfect 
experience essential. 

Hours 9.30am-5.30pm. Salary negotiable. 

Please phone Marie, Wiidbore & Gibbons 
on 0171 607 7312 


TRAINEE ADMINISTRATION/ 
OPS ASSISTANT 

Prompt start 


for ambitious International gas company. Highly 
dependable, precise and organised, systematic, 
analytical and numerate team player, good 
communication skills. French, Dutch or German an 
advantage. Send CV, photo and salary expectation, 
please state ref, T05. to: 

Neste Gas Ltd., 

30 Charles II Street, 

London SW1Y 4AE 


TRAINING OFFICER 

for large Blue Chip company in Wembley. Tb 
review and improve staff training as well as 
arrange programmes throughout company. 
Liaising at senior m a n agement leveL Good 
organisational and presentation skills essential 
2 years min. Training experience £24K 

IT CONSULTANT 

Excellent experience and knowied^ of 
accounting and software packages. Self motivated, 
energetic and enthusiastic with a capacity far 
sustained hand work which is necessary in 
developing new business, working within a 
recruitment agency based in W5. Excellent 


Call 0181 997 4927(^1 


WI Travel Agents require 

PURCHASE LEDGER CONTROLLER 

with experience (min 2 years). A varied position dealing with 
purchase ledger, suppliers' payments and some sales invoicing. 
Aged 30+. Good salary and conditions. 

Please send CV to 

David Kerabmsn. West End Travel Ltd, 

Barratt House, 341 Oxford St London Wl. 

(No agencies or media calls) 


Receptionist 
£11,000 p.a 

Req'd for lux apt block in Chelsea. 


Small friendly team. 40 hour rostered week. ? 

Immediate start »; 

CV to Miss D. Carins Chelsea Cloisters, 2 

Sloane Avenue, London SW3 3DW f 

or 0171 589 5100 | 


OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW! 

Hudson York FarreD is a leading banking consultancy in the City supplying merchant j 
banks and other financial-related firms with temporary receptionists, administrators 
and banking secretaries. 

If your New Year’s Resolution has been **to eei oat of that old temp job" and start 
afresh, then call me now to see wnai you have been missing. 

Call lisa Bloomfield on: 0171 638 0303 
or fax your CV on: 0171 638 4300 

Hudson York Farrell, Broad Street Bouse, 55 Old Broad Street. London EC2M 1RX 


Windsor Ad Agency 

seek 

RECEPTIONIST 

Well presented, enthusiastic 
all-round ec 

Lots of involvement and 
responsibility in busy 
young company. 

CV’a to: Joanna Chin. 
Director Lnnglanrt ADM. 
I jngbfnH House, 

93a Feasond Street, 
Windsor SL4 1DH. 


Sec, PA to Chief Exec 
£23.000 - (Rusty S, hand 
Wl 


Fic require secretarial and PA support to Chief Exec 
and Co. Sec. Duties will indude: Audio. Diary/travel 
and Client Liaison at board leveL The workload will 
be varied, including private and confidential work with 
the occasional use of shorthand. A background within 
a pic and confident personality a must. 


Call lVnm Tap>L-ll . Marian Barker on: 

Tel: 11171 142 1183 lav CV in: lll“l 405 5542 (At 


Secretary/ 
Receptionist 

Required tar small. Eriendy 
team in busy Chartered 
Survewra hi West End. Soil 2nd 
jobber wkh good audio sJdfe 
and pteouni telephone manner, 
CVaUr 

Crosatasnd Otter Hunt 
2S Brook Street 
London WIY1AG 
Ref CEP 


We are a computer training 
Company with 1 0 years outstanding 
achievement in this highly 
competitive market. We recruit 
people who fit into a fun, lively team 
- sense of humour essential! 
We are expanding and need the 
following people. 




SCREEN DEBUT 

Trsmav 

it 


Trainee Training Consultant - £Neg 
We want a secretarial/IT background with strong 
interpersonal skills. You must be adaptable, willing to learn 
and have a good knowledge of Microsoft Office applications. 

If you want a challenging career opportunity call 
0171 403 8331 for an application form. 

We are also looking for experienced Microsoft Office 97 
Trainers (3-6 months contract) - £Neg 

If interested please call Julie McCarthy on 0171 403 833 1 


Leading Media Agency 
Experienced Secretary 

Arc you loorius for 2 change in pace and rrapoiKfhflity 
A leading London Advertising Media Agency requires 
m experienced sccreiwy to w»rk for its deputy 
Managing Directors. 

It’s a dynamic enviroonkeau orparwaskw drills, a ctxnpuKU 
manner, dhereUM and an ability to work 10 deadUnro are 
essential 

The role nreald roast suit a 24+qndfcbte who is a learn 
player wnb an ooi going personality 

Hfard esscntaVFVwerpoifll and EutMnlenBedlmenyphig 
Speed «+ 

Salaiy according TO age and experience 
Fax or E-mril your CV (0 Barbara Miller or Judith Christina 
Foe 0171 893 4197 or 4 III 


MEDIA RA. 

Small dynamic Chinese 
Television Broadcaster, 
seeks nulure with 

accretarial/comptncj- skilK. 

Some knowledge of 
Accountancy, Telcvaton or 
Chinese devrabfo. 
Box aod cental CV Ik 
rtnoaad Department. 
Chinese News uad 
Entcnaimeai. 
Marvlc Home. Bishops Rond, 
Pultun $W( 7AD ■ 


To advertise in this section please call Valentine Quin or 
Zara White now on 0171 323 4492. 


TEAMSECRKIMSY 

£16-192 PLUS BENEFITS 
Bine Chip Co, (Sty 
W4H Powerpoint, 50 wpm 
STAFFWISE PLC 
Tel: 0171 379 8388 
Fax: 0171 379 6755 
Agency 


SECRETARY RECEPTIONIST 

required for small literary agency in Central 
London. General office duties, including typing, 
filing, diary maintenance, reception etc. 
Knowledge MS Word essential. Salary 
negotiable. 

ACCOUNTS CLERK 

Part-lime position two days a week for small 
literary agency in Centra! London. 

Please send full CV, including current salary to: 

Limelight Management 
■33 Newman Street 
London W1P 3PD 
(No agencies) 


UCL 


HOSPITALS 


The University College 
London Hospitals 


■ Support Services Division ■ 

Voluntary Services 

Voluntary Services Organiser 

£13,890 - £16.366 

Rof: AS/56 

A Voluntary Services Organiser is required to work full time at the 
Middlesex Hospital, as part of a team providing a wide range of volunteer 
activities and services to acute patients. 

Previous experience in the voluntary sector is essential, as is the ability to 
liaise with a wide range of people in a busy environment. 

You will be educated to GCSE standard or equivalent, with basic office and 
typing skills. You will have excellent communication and organisational 
skills, and the ability to attract and motivate volunteers. Previous healthcare 
experience, particularly in a supervisory role would be an advantage. 

For an informal discussion please contact Lesley Bcrzom on 01 71 380 9828. 

For vi application pack, please contact the Personnel Department 
The University College London Hospitals, 8th Floor, 151 Cower 
Street London. WC1E 6 BA. Tel: 0171 380 9170 (daytime) or 0171 380 
9166 (24 hour answerphone) quoting the reference number. 

dosing data: 25 January 1999. 

An employer committed to equal opportunities. 

Staff benefits Include: pension scheme, nursery, play scheme, flexible 
working and subsidised catering. 

All Jobs are open to Job s haring with or without a partner, 
we actively discourage smoking at work. 


flgg t SEC t fA A wi 

Career opportunity far a young secretary to gain PA exp to 
work akmparfe the chairman's PA a f an International Pic. 
From time to time you will hove sole responsibility far 
es t emive travel and diary arrangements as weO as normal 
secretarial duties such as r eportteofreapondeoce typing, 
arranging board meetings and general admin duties 
working alongside the PA You will have pm frg d rani 
secretarial qualifications, exp of W4W, Excel and eigcry 
working as part of a team. , 

Contact Pteznqr Ttepsell out 0171 242 1185 or 
ftxCTUK 0171 405 5542. 

Target Appointments, Stfa floor, Sicilian Boose, 
Sicilian Avenue, London WC1A 2QD 


LEOPOLD JOSEPH 

PRIVATE BANKERS 

Accounts Assistant 

Leopold Joseph & Sons Limited is a well established, 
independent private bank, based in die Gty. 

We are looking for an eathosiasuc, team-spirited 
I school leaver or 2nd jobber to join oar small accounts j 
department, and to train in accounting functions. 

(Applicants should have a minimum of 2 A Levels and a! 
gnxfe C for higher) Mathematics pass at CSCE, as well [ 
as being PC literate with good coaimunicadoa skills. 

If you are interested in building a career in accounts 
please write, with your curriculum vitae and current 
salary details. 10 : 

Valerie Stock 

Group Personnel Manager 
Leopold Joseph & Sons Limited 
29 Graham Street; 

London EC2V 7EA 


Mobile ram™ nicotians company based at 
Oxford Grcus seek a second jobber as on 
|A .. OFFICE JUNIOR 

Applicants should have a good workina 
knowledge of Microsoft Office/Windows 95 & a 
| pleasing telephone manner. Hours 9.00 - 5.30 
Salary negotiable depending on age and 
experience. 

Send application letter & CV to: 

Mtss R McGregor, IMC, 3-4 John Princes Street, 
London W1M9HD 

No agencies or Media calls please 


« 


Legal Eagles” 


LEGAL SECRETARY 

Required by socially aware solicitors in 
Islington for criminal work. Must be 
compuler literature. 

formal 01 - 71 7 ,°°~ 211 {or application 
form. Closing date for this post 29.1 .99. 

Salary £18,600 (Reviewed in April 99). 


Legal Secretary 

(or malernily leave 
cover (and longer if 
circumstances require) 

wanted by small firm 
or solicitors EC4. 
Pryvious legal 
experience essential. 
Salaty according to age 

and cxpcnencto. Start 

-3m January or as soon 

after as possible. 
Phone 0171 430 0473 
or fa* CV m 

0171 831 6Q73 rvfA[ 



PA TO PARTNERS 

Goad Satan 

acittxr 

vnb ■ aaSdcnmWi 


FWrptiw md twrf. 


Uri Mont* CtaremSf Camutti 
S15J17 Road. 

■ SWU4FP 


CV la’ 


n Fkt death an: 0J71 7MJXH 


immigration 

CASEWORKER 

required for small ftna of 
Solicitors. Ability to wort 
under pressure and to tight 
deadlines essential. 
Salary CL3JXW pa 
Please apply in writing 
enclosing CV to: 

Mr A Dsodn of 
Thomas Andrew & Dooda 
42 Homer Street, 
Loodoa W1H ISTL 
Closing date for 
appUcHaoa.31jm.f9 





SYISTEMS ADMtNrSTO^SS 

Required for private p mpcm . 

have excellent Lotus smansuite Amir, e5tmcnr group, must 
Skills, min of 3 years experienre ^ an . d 12 3 and note 
Salary up«o *24.000 h “ d W1 

0171 537 4114 or Fax 
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UTTLE VOICE (15) 

Director Mark Herman 
Starring: Jane Horrocks, Michael Caine 
Hded up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) cannibalises her 
dead dad’s record collection, perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations, 
then falls in with Michael Caine’s impresario; a 
low-rent, Bermuda -shirted huckster with one 
rheumy eye on the big time Brenda Blethvn 
trundles around in a hip-bugging mini-skirt as LYs 
mum, Ewan McGregor pops up as a simple 
pigeon-breedec and seedy seaside cartoonery runs 
as a garish visual backdrop. Where Mark Herman's 
last film, Brassed Off, was a whole and solid 
Little Vince proves altogether more bitty 
'•*& piecemeaL Jta; white the diredordoes a decent 
spot of carpentry in remoulding Jim Cartwright’s 
stage-play for the screen, the result stili trades 
in gestures and caricature and is further hindered 
by tentative pacing. Bracing black comedy. 
Horrocks’s vocal pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously 
weighted turn from the rejuvenated Caine 
push it through to the final curtain. West End: ABC 
Tbttenhom Court Rood, Barbican Screen, Chdsea 
Cinema. Clapham Picture House. Curzon 
Mayfair. Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden 
Town. Odeon Kensington. Odeon Marble 
Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
Phoenix Cinema, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, 
Screen on Baker Street, UCI Whiteleys , Virgin 
Fulham Road 

K (15) 

Director Darren Aronofsky 
Starring: Sean Guliene. Mark Margolis 
Aronofsky's pungent debut idles in a kind of ante- 
room between maths lesson and art class, as Sean 
Gullette's New York number-cruncher ponders a 
numerical code behind the holy Hebrew texts, and 
■feigner flourishes overrun the screen. The 
rhythm runs on a staccato beat - the tone is self- 
consciously lugubrious. What sustains 7t is the 
pure-blood ingenuity of its central conceit, its 
ongoing ‘'mathematics is the language of nature” 
mantra, and the louche, too-cool-for-school 
demeanour It all adds up. West End: Curzon Soho, 
Cate Hotting HUL Ritzy Cinema, Screen on the 
Green, Screen on the HOI 

PSYCHO (15) 

Director Gus Van Sant 
Starring: Vince Vaughn. Anne Heche 
Homage or sacrilege? Photocopy or experiment? 
Whichever camp you fall into, Gus Vant Sant’s 


shot-by-shot Psycho reconstruction is a bizarre 
undertaking. Here, the original's high -contrast 
black-and-white is dumped in favour of Edward 
Hopperish colour. Hefty Vince Vaughn stands in 
for twitchy Anthony Perkins. Anne Heche for 
Janet Leigh, and Jutianne Moore for Vera Miles. 
In the meantime. Van Sant simply runs through 
a karaoke cover-version of the Hitchcock classic; 
a pitch-perfect bit of movie mimicry which has 
a definite curiosity value without ever quite 
adding up to much more besides. Tile this one 
under “White Elephants". Wtesf End: Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington. Odeon Marble 
Arch,Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI Whiteleys, Ifrgm 
Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket 

THE SIEGE (15) 

Director Edwaid ZwkA 
Starring: Denzel Washington. Bruce Willis 
A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds up a 
hopelessly fingers -and -thumbs affair. Hie nominal 
hook (Muslim terrorist bombing in New York) gets 
draped with all manner of garbled goings-on as 
Denzel Washington's FBI man rubs shoulders with 
Bruce Willis's gung-ho army renegade. Zwick 
desperately attempts to touch all the bases, but 
even the speedy, Itinetic editing can't gloss over 
his film’s messy marriage of perfunctory liberalism 
and noisy chest-beating. West End: Elephant & 
Castle Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Leicester Square. Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

Director: Howard Hawks 
Starring: Humphrey Bogan. Lauren Bacall 
That immortal “You know how to whistle, don’t 
you?" fine aside, lb Have and Have Not has 
come to be more highly regarded for its behind- 
the-scenes history than its narrative content 
Conceived as a Casablanca cash -in. and 
irreverently adapted from what Hawks reckoned 
to be Hemingway’s worst novel, this wartime 
drama is credited with getting Bogart (then 
an unhappily married megastar) together with 
29-year-old Bacall. The taut proficient plot has 
Bogart's Martinique-based skipper sandwiched 
between the Vichy government and the Free 
French resistance. Hawks directs with a pointed, 
easy grace. West End t Curzon Soho 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
■ End Odeon Camden Tbwn, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, 
\ Virgin Fulham RoadVirgin Haymarket, Warner 
X: -• 1 293 2505 ! mage West End 
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ANTZ (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast stars Woody Allen as worker-ant “Z”. West 
End UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Samirah Makhmalbafs precocious debut stages 
a true-life re-creation of the fortunes of Iran’s 
Naderi sisters. Part docu-drama, part rites-of- 
passag e fable, this is a luminous and extraordinary 
missive from a burgeoning Iranian film scene. 
West End: Metro, Renoir 

B l/3jfe PIG IN THE CITY 01) 

Tbemllow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of waifs. Comedy is 

kept to a minimum m favour ofabl eakanima tromc 

fairytale. West End Plaza, UCI Whiteleys 

DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

Less a dance, more of a trudge, Pat O’Connor's 
Ireland-set saga pinpoints the ebb and flow of 
an eccentric Catholic family in deepest Donegal. 
What gives it backbone is Meryl Streep’s regal 
performance as the brood’s eldest sister, plus 
the ever watchable Michael Gambon as the 
homecoming brother Kathy Burke, Catherine 
McCormack and Brid Brennan also feature. 
West End: Barbican Screen 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Stejrhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
st^y of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But opportunities for 
fun are largely neglected in a story of independence 
triumphing over cruelty West End: ABC Panton 
Street Curzon Minema, Odeon Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

WB Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warfaorse 
and gets embroiled in all manner of Big Brother- 
type trouble. This is a big. noisy and effectively 
Claustrophobic conspiracy thriller, with a top- 
drawer cast including Jon Voight and Gabriel 
Byrne. West End ABC Tottenham Court Road. 
Clapham Picture House, Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Hammersmith Virgin, Natting Hid 
Coronet Odeon Camden Tom, Odeon. Kens- 
ington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Odeon West End , Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea. Virgin Fulham Road 

HIE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops through 19th- 
century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-gooder. 

; I West End Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Kens- 
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*Y NAME IS JOE 0® 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End ABC Panton Street, Clapham Picture 
House, Virgin Haymarket 

WE NEGOTIATOR (15> 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 


head in Gray’s thrilling drama Wfest End 1 Warner 
vm age West End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End: Plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catties Disney reheating its 1961 
Hayfey Mills beartararmer into a spry tale starring 
Lindsay Lohan as the separated-at-birth twin 
sisters (one British, one American) determined 
to reunite their parents (Natasha Richardson. 
Dennis Quaid). West End: Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Suriss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea 

A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

This remake of Hitchcock’s classic Dial M for 
Murder is actually hot at ail bad. Michael Dou- 
glas stars as the cuckolded city shark who black- 
mails an artist into Wiling his heiress wife, 
Gwyneth Paltrow. This is gold-plated trash: the 
sort of thing Hollywood does better than anyone 
else^Hfest End* Warner Village West End 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT <U) 

In p lanning his cartoon life of Moses, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it "painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Leah". The end result winds up as The Iten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
'technicolor Dreamcoat West End: ABC Baker 
Street, Empire Leicester Square, Hammersmith 
Virgin, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road Virgin Trocadero 

BONIN (15) 

Rather than adding value, John Frankenheimer’s 
40 years as a feature director lend an air of knack- 
ered resignation to his latest movie, which stars 
Robert De Niro. West End: Odeon Mezzanine 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker's star in this hit- 
and-miss affair. West End Odeon Kensington, 
Odecm Marble Ardi, Ritzy Cinema. UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergun satire of middle-class mores, 
Franpois Ozon takes pleasure in dismantling a 
standard nuclear family. Hie result is savage and 
funny one moment, indulgent the nod. West End 
Clapham Picture House, Curzon Soho 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION OPG) 

A belated Christmas gift for Uekkies the land ova; 
Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
in-the-know gags and wrapped up in more cornbafl 
romance than we’re used to. West End: ABC 
Baker Street, ABC Tbttenhom Court Road Ele~ 
pham&CastleCoronetErnprreLeicester Square, 

Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Toum, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
SvtissCattage,RxlzyGnmdUQWhi& ys,Virgm 
F\dhpmRoad,VirgmTmcadero 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Stiller, Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star in 
this latest comegyfrom the pathologically tasteless 
writer-director team of Peter and Bobby FbrreUy. 
ThefilmisbaskaJtyasofbcentred romance of the 
kind that drifts out of Hatywood on aregular basis. 
West End: ABC Piccadilly, Odeon Mezzanine 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
dead chappie who fights out to a cod-impressionist 
heaven, before jetting southward to rescue his 
suicide-bride. WestErut: ABC Balter Street, ABC 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Odeon, Haymarket, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 

West End 
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The Acid House (18) 
A trio of in unrelated shores 
culled from (lie stories of 
Irvine Welsh. Dehut director 
Paul McGuigan turns this 
into a bit of u triumph, 
adapting his style well to ihe 
shifting landscape of Welsh's 
tales. A cracker, all told. 


The Dream Life of Angels (78) 

Erick Zonca's remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Eiodic Bouchcz) and Marie (Natacha Rcgnicr). 
whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lille. 

Mulan (U) 

In Disney's animated tale lahenr). a girl disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare her ailing rather from 
certain death in eombat. This movie has it all. and 
is one of Ihe most visually innovative films that 
Disney has ever made. 

Out of Sight (15) 

Steven Soderbergh's talc of love on opposite sides 
of the law knocks spots off previous Elmore 
Leonard adaptations, and boasts in Jennifer Lopez 
and George Clooney the swooniesl cinematic 
pairing of Ihe year. 

My Name is Joe (15) 

All that one would expect from a Ken 
Loach film - humour, indignation, 
emotional sympathy - driven by Peter 
Mullan's scarily intense performance as a 
recovering alcoholic. 

Anthony Quinn and Xan Brooks 


Copenhagen (Cotcesioe) 

Michael Frayn's profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the 
mysteries of human motivation. To 27 Jan 

The Tempest (Barbican Theatre) 

David Calder is a magnificently querulous 
and authoritative Prospcro in an imaginative 
RSC staging by Adrian Noble. In rep io 4 Mar 

Kafka's Dick (Piccadilly Theatre) 
Spiriting Kafka ui suburban England, ihis 
uproarious romp by Alan Bennett survives 
some peculiar casting in this revival by Peter Hail 
{below). To 26 Feb 


Just Not Riir 

(Birmingham 

Rep) 

Moving account by 
Jim Robinson of IS 
years' wrongful 
imprisonment of (he 
Bridgewater Four. 
Will be performed 
in rep with Wilde's 
equivalent prison 
testament, De 
Prvfundis. 1b 30 Jan 


A Month in 
the Country 

(Swan Theatre. Stratford) 

A conjunction of two great artists and cultures. 
Ireland's finest living dramatist. Brian Friel. 
adapts Turgenev's proio-Chokhovian comedy. 

To 20 Fvb ~ 

Paul Taylor 




Charlotte Salomon 

(Royal Academy) 
"Life? Or Theatre?" 
Salomon's life in pictures. 
Her 405 raw gouaches tell 
the sioty of the German 
Jewish girl's haste before 
Auschwitz - an 
expressionist ic operetta in 
three colours. To 17 Jan 


Neurotic Realism 

(Saatchi Gallery) 

First instalment of Charles Saaichfs new, made- 
up art movement, which, by a happy coincidence, 
consists entirely of works in his own collection. 

To 28 Mar 

Chris Ofili 

(Whitworth Gallery, Manchester) 

This 1998 Himer Prize-winner is an upbeat 
original, his surfaces dense and decorative, with 
swirls of dots. Afros and black icons, and 
incorporating elephant dung. To 24 Jan 

Edward Burne-Jones 

(Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery) 

This centenary exhibition gathers together many 
favourites illustrating Burne-Jones's romantic 
and medievalist netherworld (ahem.'). To 17 Jan 

Grinling Gibbons 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 

The best chisel-work of the great 17th-century 
English woodcarver. who made intricacy and the 
abundance of nature his trademark. 

To 24 Jan 

Tom Lubbock 


Cinema 

West End 

ABC BAKER STREET 

(0870-902 0418) O Baker Street 
The Prince of Egypt 1.40pm. 
4 pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
120pm, 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 
6.05pm. 8.55pm 

ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) e Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 
5.10pm. 8.10pm The Last Days 
of Disco 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 

6pm. 8.25pm Lock. Stock 
& Two Smoking Barrels 1 .10pm. 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm My 
Name Is Joe 1.10pm, 3.35pm. 
6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC PfCCADILUT 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm)) 
•©■ Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm, 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 8.35pm There's 

Something About Mary 1 .05pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) 

« Leicester Square. Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre 1 .40pm. 

4.10pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm What 
Dreams May Come 1 .05pm. 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) 

O Leicester Square. Buffalo 66 
1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 

B.40pm The Eet 1.15pm. 

3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm The 
Governess 1.45pm, 4.05pm. 

6.25pm, 8.45pm La Vie Reuee 
des Anges 1.25pm. 3.45pm, 
6.05pm, 8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) o Tottenham 
Court Road Enemy of The 
State 1 ,05pm. 3.45pm. 

6.25pm. 9.10pm Little Voice 
1 .25pm. 3.55pm, 7pm, 

9.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .20pm. 4pm. 6.50pm, 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) 

■O Moorgare Dancing at 
Lughnasa 6.1 5pm. 8.40pm 
Little Voice 6.1 5pm, 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) 

-O Skune Square. Little Voice 
2.20pm. 4.30pm. 6.40pm. 9pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common Enemy of the 
State 3.45pm, 6.20pm, 

9pm Little Voice 2.30pm. 
4.45pm, 7pm. 9.15pm My 
Name is Joe 1.30pm. 7.15pm 
Sitcom 1pm. 3pm, 5pm. 
9.30pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Uttle Voice 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON NUNEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Part 
Comer Elizabeth 2pm. 6.30pm 
On Connalt la Chanson 4.15pm, 
8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm)) 
■©■ Leicester Square, x (Pi) 
Tpm. 3pm. 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 
Sitcom 1 ,30pm. 3.30pm. 

5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.30pm 

lb Have and Have Not 2.30pm. 
4.45pm, 7.10pm, 9.20pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) O Elephant & 
Castle Enemy of toe State 3pm, 
5.45pm, 8.20pm The Siege 

3.35pm. 6pm, 8.30pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection 4pm, 6,20pm. 

8.40pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 

Square. The Prince of Egypt 

1pm. 3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 
Psycho 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 

6.15pm. 8.45pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1 .30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 
(0171-727 4043) O Nottlng Hill 
Gate x (Pf) 3.15pm, 5.15pm. 
7.15pm, 9.15pm (+ Shore Drip 
Drop) 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) O Ravenscourt 
Park/Hammersmith Enemy of 
the State 3pm. 6.10pm, 
9.10pm 


Little Voice 1.20pm. 3.50pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm Psycho 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.15pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6.20pm. S.SOpm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) 

■©■ Charing Cross Angel 
Dust 6.30pm. 8.50pm No Skin 
Off My Ass 5pm. 7pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) 

O Piccadilly. Circus The Apple 
(Sib) 3pm, 5pm. 7pm. 9pm The 
Boys 4.15pm. 8.45pm Fire 2pm, 
6.30pm 

HOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Norting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
8.10pm Uttle Voice 1 2.05pm, 
2.20pm, 4.35pm. 6.50pm, 

9.05pm Psycho 12noon. 2.15pm, 
4.30pm. 6.45pm, 9pm The Siege 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 6.05pm, 

8.35pm Star 1)ek: Insurrection 
11.55am, 2.10pm. 4.25pm, 

6.40pm, 8.55pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) 

O Piccadilly. Grcus What Dreams 
May Come 1.10pm, 3.35pm, 
6.05pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington Enemy oF the 
State 12 noon, 3pm. 6.05pm. 
9.10pm Little Voice 1.45pm, 
4.20pm. 6.55pm. 9.30pm 

The Mask of Zorro 

2.55pm. 6.05pm. 9.15pm 

Psycho 1.35pm. 4.15pm. 

7pm. 9.40pm The Siege 

12.40pm. 3.35pm. 6.30pm, 

9.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.20pm, 4pm, 6.40pm, 9.20pm 

ODEON LEICE S TER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square/Piccadilly Circus. The 

Siege 12.55pm, 3.35pm. 

5.55pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O Marble Arch 
Enemy of toe State 12noon, 
3.10pm. 6.05pm, 9pm 

Uttle Voice 11.45am. 2.05pm, 
4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm Psycho 
1.25pm, 3.55pm, 6.35pm. 

9.10pm The Siege 12.35pm. 
325pm. 6.20pm. 9.05pm 

Star Trek: Insurrection 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) 

© Leicester Square. Elizabeth 
12.30pm, 3pm, 5.30pm, 8.10pm 
Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.10pm, 8.35pm The 

Mask of Zorro 2.30pm. 5.15pm. 
8.10pm Ronin 2.45pm. 5.50pm, 
8.20pm There’s Something 

About Mary 12.40pm. 3.10pm. 
5.40pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O- Swiss 

Cottage Enemy of the 

State 12.10pm. 2.50pm, 

5.35pm. 8.20pm Little Voice 
1.20pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 

8.45pm The Mask or Zorro 
5.15pm, 8.1 5pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.30pm. 3pm 
Psycho 12.50pm. 3.15pm. 

6pm. 8.35pm The Siege 

12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 

8.25pm Star fretc Insur- 

rection 12.45pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm 

ODEON WEST END 
(08705-050007) 

G Leicester Square. Enemy of 
the State 12.05pm. 2.45pm, 
5.30pm. 8.25pm Uttle Voice 
1.55pm. 4.10pm. 6.30pm, 

B.55pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) 

O Piccadilly Circus/Leicester 
Square Everest 12.35pm. 
2.40pm. 4.45pm, 7pm, 9.05pm 
T-Rex; Back To the Cretaceous 
(3-D) 11.30am, 1.35pm, 3.40pm. 
5.45pm. 8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) e East Finchley 
Little Voice 2pm, 4.15pm, 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) 

O- Piccadilly: Grcus The Acid 
House 12.30pm, 3.20pm. 

6.10pm. 8.45pm Babe: Pig in 
the City 12.45pm Out of Sight 
12.10pm. 2.55pm Saving Private 
Ryan 3pm, 7.30pm The Truman 
Show 3pm. 6.15pm, 8.40pm 


RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) ■©• Russell 

Square. The Apple (Sib) tpm. 
2.55pm, 4.50pm. 6.45pm. 

8.45pm Uttle Voice 2.15pm. 
4.25pm, 6.35pm. 9pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) 

■& Brixcon The Acid 
House 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm 
Enemy of toe State 12.55pm, 
3.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.25pm 

Fire 2.15pm Uttle Voice 
! 2.55pm. 3pm. 5.15pm, 7.25pm, 
9.30pm it (Pi) 1pm. 3.10pm. 
5.20pm. 7.20pm. 9.35pm 

(+ Short: The Albatross) 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.30pm. 
4.45pm, 7pm. 9.20pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 
(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
Left Luggage 2.25pm, 4.30pm. 
6.40pm, 8.55pm Uttle Voice 
2.50pm. 4.55pm. 7pm. 9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 
(0171-226 3520) 

6 Angel /Highbury And Islington 
n (Pi) 3.05pm, 5.05pm. 7.05pm, 
9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 
(0171-435 3366) -O Belsize Park 
ji (Pi) 3.10pm. 5.10pm, 7.10pm. 
9.10pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) 

B Bayswater Enemy of 
the State 3.20pm. 6.10pm, 
9pm Uttle Voice 4pm. 6.30pm, 
S.SOpm The Mask of Zorro 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 

Out of Sight 9.20pm The 
Parent Trap 4.30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 2.40pm. 4.50pm, 

7pm Psycho 4.40pm. 7.10pm, 
9.45pm Rush Hour 7.20pm, 
9.40pm The Siege 4.20pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm Star ltek: 

Insurrection 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 
9pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 
(0870-907 0710) 

■0 Sfoane Sq ./South Kensington. 
Enemy of the State 2 . 1 5pm. 
5.15pm, 8.45pm Out of Sight 
2.45pm. 6pm. 8.30pm The Siege 
12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm, 

9pm What Dreams May 
Come 12.30pm. 3pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 
(0870-907 0711) 0 South 

Kensington/Sloane Square The 
Acid House 9pm Enemy of 

the Scare 72.30pm. 3.70pm. 

6pm, 9.10pm Uttle Voice 
12.40pm, 2.45pm, 5.10pm. 

7.20pm. 9.30pm The Mask 

of Zorro 12.20pm, 3.10pm, 

6.10pm, 9.10pm The Prince 

of Egypt 12.10pm, 2.15pm. 
4.25pm. 6.40pm Psycho 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 
(0B70-907 0712) 0 Piccadilly 
Circus/Leicester Square The Add 
House 2.40pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm 
My Name is Joe 12.55pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

Psycho 1pm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm. 
8.35pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 
(0870-907 0716) 0 Piccadilly. 
Circus/Leicester Square Ancz 
,12.10pm. 2.10pm, 4.05pm. 

6.10pm, 8.30pm The Mask 
of Zorro l2noon, 2.50pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Chit of 

Sight 12noon, 2.50pm. 5.40pm, 
8.30pm The Prince of 

Egypt 12.50pm, 3.20pm. 

5.50pm. 8.10pm Rush Hour 
12.10pm, 2.25pm, 4.40pm. 

7pm. 9.20pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1 pm. 3.40pm, 
6.40pm, 9.15pm The 

Human Show 1pm, 3.30pm, 
6.20pm What Dreams May 
Come 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 
(0171-437 4343) 0 Leicester 
Square/Piccadilly Grcus. The 

Add House 1 ,30pm, 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.30pm Blade 1pm. 
3.40pm The Exorcise (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) 9pm 
Lethal Weapon A 12.30pm, 
3.10pm, 6pm Loek, Stock 
& TWo Smoking Barrels 1.15pm. 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.10pm, 3pm 
The Negotiator 11.40am. 
2.40pm. 5.40pm, B.40pm 

A Perfect Murder 1 . 1 0pm, 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 

Rush Hour 1 .40pm, 4.1 Opm, 
6.50pm, 9.20pm What 

Dreams May Come 12.50pm. 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. 8.S0pm. 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) 0 Park Royal 
Enemy of the State 
3.05pm. 6pm. 8.55pm, 
9.50pm Uttle Voice 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 12.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 
9.10pm The Parent Trap 1.10pm. 
3.55pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.35pm. 2.50pm. 5.1 5pm. 
7.30pm Psycho 4.40pm 7.10pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 12.50pm, 
3.10pm. 5.35pm. 7.50pm. 
10.10pm The Siege 2pm. 
4.50pm. 7.20pm. 10pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.40pm. 
4.15pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.40pm. 
9.20pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) 0High Bar- 
net Enemy of the State 12.15pm, 
3pm. 5.45pm, 8.30pm Uttle Voice 
1.15pm, 3.30pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
Psycho 12.30pm. 2.45pm, 5.30pm, 
8pm The Siege 1 pm, 3.45pm, 6pm. 
8.15pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12.45pm. 3.1 5pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 902041 2) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Enemy of the State 
1.40pm, 5.40pm, 8.40pm Psycho 
1.25pm. 3.50pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm. 
4pm, 6.20pm. 8.45pm 

BEXLEYHEAIH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: BexJeyh&th Le Bossu 1 2.40pm 
7pm Enemy of the State 1 2.20pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm. 6.55pm, 8.30pm, 
9.30pm Uttle Voice 12.10pm. 
2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.05pm. 
9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 1 pm. 
3.50pm. 6.40pm, 9.25pm 
The Parent Trap 1.30pm, 4.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 3.20pm. 
Psycho 1.20pm. 3.40pm. 5pm, 
7.20pm. 9.40pm Rush Hour 1 Opm 
The Siege 1 . 1 5pm, 4pm. 6.25pm, 
9.15pm Star TVek: Insurrection 
1 2 noon, i ,30pm. 2.1 5pm, 3.55pm, 
4.45pm. 6.30pm, 7.15pm. 8.55pm, 
9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON [08705 050007) BR: Brom- 
ley North/Bromley South Enemy of 
the State 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 
830pm Little Voice 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.45pm. 9pm The Siege 2.40pm, 
5.55pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection I pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 
8.55pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catfonl 
The Siege 3pm. 5.45pm. 830pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1 .10pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLDCKTOWER (0181 - 253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East Little Voice 
4.15pm. 6.1 5pm. 8.30pm + Whoosh 
Zakham 8.45pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon Enemy of the State 5.30pm, 
8.15pm Psycho 5.45pm, 830pm 
Star Tfek: Insurrection 6pm. 8.30pm 

WARhERVEJAGE <0181-680 8090) 
BR: East Croydon Enemy 
of the State 3.30pm, 6.30pm. 
9.30pm Little Yfofce 2. 1 0pm. 4.3Cpm, 
6.50pm. 9.10pm 

The Mart of Zono 3.20pm, 6J Opm. 
920pm The Prince of Egypt 220pm. 
4.50pm Psycho 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm 

Rush Hour 7.20pm. 9.50pm 
The Siege 325pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Star 
Trek: insurrection 1 2.40pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

What Dreams May Come 7.05pm. 
9.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNS* VflIAGE (0181-592 2020) 
0 Dagenham Heathway 
Enemy of the State 330pm. 620pm. 

8.30pm. 920pm Uttle Voice 2pm. 
4.30pm, 7pm, 9.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.50pm The 
Parent Trap 3.1 5pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.40pm. 6pm Psydw 1 .40pm. 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9.10pm Rush 
Hour2.30pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
The Siege 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.40pm, 5.15pm. 
7.30pm, 9.50pm What Dreams May 
Come 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

EAUNG 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD 
(0870-9070719) BR/0 Ealing 
Broadway Enemy of die State 
1 2.30pm, 320pm. 6pm, 8.40pm The 
Siege 2.30pm. 6.1 5pm. 9.05pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.50pm 


EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
0 Edgware Enemy of the State 
5.20pm. 8.T5pm Jhooie 
Bole Kauwa Kaate phone for 
times Kuch Kuch Hota Hai phone 
for times Mehndi phone for 
times Naseeb phone for times 
The Parent Trap 2.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.45pm. 
5.40pm Wajood phone for times Za- 
khm phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 12 (0990-888990) 
0 Tottenham Hale Antz 4.40pm. 
7.30pm Blade 9.50pm Enemy 
of the State 2.20pm, 3pm, 
5.10pm, 5.50pm, 8.45pm. 
9.20pm Jhooie Bole Kauwa 
Kaate 8pm little Voice 3.40pm. 
6.05pm. 8.35pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2.45pm, 6.1 Spin. 8.15pm 
The Parent Trap 2.40pm, 5.35pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.30pm, 
5.25pm Psycho 2.1Spm. 4.45pm, 
7.15pm. 9.45pm Rush Hour 
4.55pm, 7.20pm, 10.05pm 
The Siege 3.50pm. 620pm, 9.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 3.55pm. 
4.25pm, 6.20pm, 7pm, 8.55pm. 
9.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 8.25pm 

FEUHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES 
(0181-867 0555) BR: Feltham 
Antz 1pm. 3pm, 5pm Doli 
Sajake Rakhna 6.05pm Enemy 
of the State 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm, 7pm. 9,10pm, 9.50pm 
Jhooie Bole Kauwa Kaate 
3.15pm. 9.50pm Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai 2.40pm. 6.10pm. 
9.40pm Kudrat 2.40pm. 9.30pm 
Uttle Voice l2nopn. 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7.70pm. 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.05pm. 
3pm, 6pm, 9pm Naseeb 
1 1 .25am. 6.20pm The Parent 
Trap 11.20am, 1.50pm, 4.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1 .30am, 
1.30pm. 3.45pm. 6pm Psycho 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 5pm. 7.30pm, 
10pm Rush Hour 8pm, 
10.15pm The Siege 1.20pm, 
4.05pm. 6.50pm. 9.35pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 12noon, 
1.30pm. 2.15pm. 3.55pm. 4.45pm. 
6.30pm, 7.10pm, 8.50pm, 
9.35pm Wajood 11.35am. 
6.25pm What Dreams 
May Come 6.55pm. 9.30pm 
Zakhm 2.55pm, 9.45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) 0 East Finchley/Finchley 
Centra) Enemy of the 
State 12.10pm. 3pm, 6pm, 
9pm Little Voice 1.25pm, 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm The 
Mask oF Zorro 12.20pm. 
3.15pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm 
The Parent Hrap 1.20pm, 4.15pm 
The Prince or Egypt 1.10pm, 4pm 
Psycho 1 .55pm, 4.25pm. 7.10pm. 
9.50pm Rush Hour 7pm, 9.10pm' 
The Siege 1pm, 3.40pni, 6.40pm, 
9.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.35pm. 4.10pm. S.SOpm. 9.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 6 1 Opm, 
8.40pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) 0 Finchley Road Enemy 
of the State 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.45pm. 
9.40pm Uttle Voice 2.15pm 
4.30pm, 7pm, 9.15pm 
The Mask or Zorro 1.30pm, 
4.10pm. 7.10pm. 10pm 
Psycho 1.50pm, 4.40pm, 7.20pm, 
9.50pm Rush Hour 2.50pm, 
5.10pm. 7.40pm, 10.20pm 
The 5iege 1.30pm, 3.50pm, 
6.20pm, 9pm Star TVek: Insurrec- 
tion 1.30pm, 3’.40pm. 6.05pm. 
8.40pm What Dreams 
May Come 2pm, 4.50pm 
7.30pm. 10.10pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) 0 Golders 
Green Star TTek: Insurrection 
1 .45pm, 4.05pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (01 81-293 0101) 
BR: Greenwich Enemy of die 
State 3.20pm, - 6.05pm, 8.50Dm 
UitJe Voice 5.05pm. 7.l0p m 
9.15pm Star Trek: insurrecdmi 
4.50pm, 7.05pm. 9.20pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) 0 Belsfce 
Park Enemy oF the State 
2.10pm. 5.10pm 8.10pm Psycho 
2.50pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.30nm 
5.40pm. 8.25pm pm - 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (01 81 -426 03031 
0 Harrow on the NW/Harrow & 
Wealdscone Doll SajT k ! 
Rtftona 8.45pm Fire 7pm zil^ 
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WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) © Harrow on the Hill 
Enemy of the State 12.10pm. 
3pm. 6pm. 9pm, 9.30pm 
Little Vbice 12.35pm. 2.50pm, 
5.05pm. 7.20pm, 9.40pm 
The Mash of Zorro 1 1 ,25am, 
2.25pm, 5.25pm, 8.30pm 
The Mice of Egypt 11.45am, 2pm, 
4.45pm, 7.05pm Psycho 1.40pm, 
4.10pm. 6.40pm, 9.10pm 
Rush Hour 12.30pm. 2.50pm. 
5.10pm, 7.30pm, 9.50pm 
The Siege 1.30pm, 4.05pm, 
6.45pm. 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.15pm. 1.40pm, 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 
6.20pm. 8.50pm 


SURREY QUAYS 
ua (0990 888990] ©Surrey Quays 
Enemy of the State 4pm. 6.50pm, 
8.45pm, 9.50pm Rear and Loathing 
In Las Vegas Tue 6.20pm. 
8.45pm Little Voice 3.20pm. 
6.10pm. 8.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3.05pm. 6pm. 9pm The 
ft rent Trap 3.30pm. 7.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 4.10pm, 
6.40pm Psycho 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.40pm Rush Hour 10pm 
The Siege 3.40pm, 6.30pm, 
9.10pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
3.50pm, 4.20pm. 6.20pm 
(not Tue). 7.05pm. 9.30pm 
What Drums May Come 9.20pm 


Theatre 

west End 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day, times and prices for the week: 
running times include intervals. • 
— Seats at an prices 3 — ■ Seats at 
some prices Q — Returns only 
Matinees — [1]: Sun, [3]: Tue, [4|: 
Wed. [5): Thur. [6J: Fri. (7): Sat 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin's 
west Street WC2 (01 71 -836 1 443) 
© Lelc Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 
-2.45pm, [7J 5pm, E10-E24.50. 135 
mins. 


First call, last 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) 
© Holloway Road Enemy of die 
State 12.20pm, 2.20pm, 3.05pm. 
5.10pm, SJSOpm. 8pm. 8.35pm 
Little Vbice 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 
6.20pm, 8.50pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1 .55pm. 5pm. 7.55pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 .05pm. 2.55pm. 
4,45pm. 6.35pm Psyifoo 1.05pm, 
3.25pm, 6pm, 9pm Rush Hour 
8.35pm The Siege 12.25pm, 
3.10pm, 6pm. 8.45pm Star Thek: 
Insurrection 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm 


SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) 

© Morden Enemy of the State 
3.15pm, 6.05pm, 9.15pm LJtde 
Vbice 2.15pm. 4.25pm, 6.40pm. 
8_50pm The Mask of Zorro 3.30pm, 
6.20pm, 9.10pm The Parent 
Trap 2.30pm The Prince 


I ALARMS ft EXCURSIONS 
Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kendal and Josfe Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065) -OPicc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5I(7| 3pm. £19-50- 
£27.50. 130 mins. 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Got hic mus i ca l. Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SWl (0171-494 5400) © 
Plcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4] [7] 
3pm. EI0-E35. 150 mins. 


«9rst ■"-V-'.V.: ^ 

THE ROtAL COURT THEATRE starts its . annual 


of: -living. Amongst the sp r awl i n g trailer; parte of 


I RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, WC2 (07000-21 1 221 ) © Hof- 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4][7] 3pm, £12.50-£32JO. 160 
mins. 


tLarfcKfcs through avaxiety of twisted 
mpsmK But they fmdtljeir 


Royal Court "Theatre West Street, London ;[WCZ: 
(0172-565 50W opens 19 Jon _ : : - 


of Egypt 2pm Psycho 5pm. 
7.20pm, 9.45pm The Siege 


4.10pm. 6.55pm, 9.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3.55pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s ac- 
claimed drama. Oid Vic The Cut, SEl 
(01 71-928 761 6) BR/© Waterloo. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] 2.30pm, [7] 
3pm, £7.50-630. 180 mins. 


ROYAJL NATIONAL THEATRE: 

I OLIVIER: Peter Pan Stephen 
Oliver’s music accompanies the tale 
of the Bpy Who Would Not Grow Dr 
with Michael Bryant as the Stoiy- 
teflec In rep today 2pm 6 7. 1 5pm, 
ends 20 Feb. 


~ l.TRTE ri THrgRltoiOTiwifln hands airfi as the Stone BosesT 
Black Grape and the Charlatans, Audioweb fright) 


: in 1985 , the band are not afraid to run through the whole 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) 
© Gants Hill Enemy of the State 
12 noon. 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm 
Little Voice 1 ,50pm. 4pm, 6.20pm, 
8.45pm Psycho 1 2.40pm. 3.20pm. 
5.55pm. 8.35pm The Siege 
12.10pm, 2.50pm. 5.40pm, 
8.30pm Star frisk: Insurrection 
1 ,20pm. 3.50pm, 6.1 0pm. 8.40pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) 
O Turnpike Lane Enemy of 
the State 3pm, 5.4 5pm. 
8.20pm Psycho 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 
8.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4pm, 6.20pm. 8.40pm 


V ANNE Rags to riches stray of the 
nauseatingly optimistic orphan. Vic- 
toria Palace Victoria Street. SWl 
(0171-834 1317) BR/© Victoria. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. (4]p) 2.30pm. [1] 
4pm. £7.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) 
© Uxbridge The Siege 1.40pm, 
5.45pm. 8.25pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.35pm, 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.40pm 


» ART Larry Iamb. Jack Dee, Tim 
Heafy in Yhsmina Reza’s comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham’s Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-369 1736) © Lelc Sq. Tue- 
Sat 8pm, [4] 3pm. [7\(1) 5pm, 
£9.50-627.50. 90 mins. 


•lYTTBIONcCfeo, Camping, Em- 
manudle And Dick Terry Johnson's 
new play looks at the Cany On ac- 
tors and recreates Ski James, Ken- 
neth Williams and Babs Windsor on 

stage. In rep tonight 7.30pm, ends 
16 Jan. 120 mins. 


combined scratching, squdchy add, dubby beats and 
sturdy grn^ar bat±mg- If you are after something, a 
.bit diff er ent from the usual indie fare, them give 
Britpop’s moist resolute survivors a whirl. i 
Tmptvo Theatre, Tbttenham Court Road, London Wl 
(0171-38741731 15 Jon . •’ ' • 



ISLE OF DOGS 

THE SPACE ARTS CENTRE 
(0171-515 2453) DLR: Mudchute 
King and Country 8pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 
ABC (0870-9020424) O- Waltham- 
stow Central Enemy of 
the State 1.40pm. 4.50pm. 


8.10pm The Siege 2pm. 5pm. 
8pm Star Trek: Insurrection 


KDLBURN 
TRICYCLE CINEMA 
(0171-328 1000) © Kifbum 

Little Voice 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
(+ Short: Kings of Slam with 
8.45pm performance onfyj 


8pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.20pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston .Enemy of the 
State 2.25pm, 5.15pm, B.05pm 
Psycho 2.25pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.25pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 

THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Little Voice 3.25pm, 6.40pm, 
8.50pm Star Thek: Insurrection 
3.50pm. 6.15pm, 8.50pm 


> BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish fhmfy musical based an Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road.WI (0171-6561 888) ©Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [5] [7] 
2.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 


O COTTESLOE: Copenhagen New 
drama from Michael Frayn about the 
cSscovery of the atom. In rep today 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 27 Jan. 1 45 
mins. Olivier 6 Lyttelton: £fi-£27. 
Cottesloe: £T2-£18. NT2000: £4. 
cones £3. Day seats .from 1 0am. 
South Bank. SEl (0171-452 3000). 
BR/© Waterloo. 


Street (01 203-553055) WYCOMBE 
SWAN Jack aid the Beanstalk Jean 
Baht, Michael ESphicfc, Peter Duncan 
and Bonnie Langford stac Today 2pm 
& 7pmi ends 1 7 Jan. £8.50-£1 5.50, 
St. Mary's Street (01 494-512000) 


Exhibitions Classical 


EVENTS 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 
BR: Eltham Psycho 3.40pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4pm, 6.20pm. 8.40pm 


• BLOOD BROTHERS WIIIyRus- 
selTs long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 1 733) 
© Leic SqfTott Ct Rd. Mon-Sac 
7.45pm. [5] 3pm, (7J 4pm, £1 1.50- 
632.50. 1 65 mins. 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY: 

• THE PIT: Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examination erf the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep 
tonight 7.15pm. The Pit: Ell- 
El 8.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891). Bfi/O- Barbi- 
can/Moorgate. 


MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 05000?) 
© Highgate Enemy of 
the State 12.50pm, 3.20pm, 
5.55pm, 8.30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.10pm The Siege 
1pm, 3.40pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.05pm, 
4.15pm, 6.35pm, 8.50pm 


PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 
BR: Peckham Rye Enemy of 
the State 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 
9pm Little Voice 5.05pm, 
7.10pm, 9.15pm Psycho 
4.45pm, 7. 05pm, 9.25pm 
Rush Hour 5.20pm. 7.20pm, 
9.35pm The Siege 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 
9.20pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4.50pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) 
-O South Wimbledon Antz 12.15pm 
Enemy of Che State 2.30pm. 
5.25pm, 8.20pm Little Vbice 2pm, 
4.15pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12noon 
The Parent Trap T2noon 
The Prince of Egypt 12.25pm 
Psycho 2.45pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Siege 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 830pm 
Star Hek: Insurrection 1.45pm, 
4.05pm, 6.25pm. 8.45pm 


9 BUDDY Musical biog-sbow trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
S trend Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) O Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Frl 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats 
[TJ 4pm, £10-£27, half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


I SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

‘70s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London ftllacSum Ar- 
gyll Street, W1 (01 71-494 5020) © 
Oxford Circus. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
(41(7) 2.30pm, £10-£32.50. 135 
mins. 


IPSWICH 

SIR JOHN MILLS THEATRE Ferry 
Cross the Whveney 1960s story of 
a Lowestoft fishmonger who has 
dreams of knocking The Beatles out 1 
of the charts. Mon-Slat 7.45pm. mat I 
today 4.15pm, ends 16 Jan. £7.75- 
£9.50, cones available. Gatacre 1 
Road (01473-211498) ! 


ABERYSTWYTH 

ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Here to Stay: Arts Council Collec- 
tion Purchases of The 1 990s Con- 
temporary art in spired by domesticily 
and everyday objects. Mon-Sat 9am- 
5pm, ends 30 Jan,- free- Pengtais 
(01970-623232) 


BATH . 

MICHAEL TIPPETT CENTRE Ian 
pace Piano Sonatas by Beethoven 
and Tippett Tonight 7.30pm. £6. 
cones £4.80. Bath College of High- 
er Education (01225-875875) 


9 CATS Lloyd Wfebbeis musical ver- 
sion of TS Efiof s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street WC2 (0171 -405 
0072) %► Covent Garden/Hoibom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (3JJ7] 3pm, 
E12.50-E35. 165 mins. 


• THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs’s con- 
temporary classic. Sadler’s Wells At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) © HdbonvTem- 
ple. Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm, ends 
30 Jan. £7.50-£32.50. 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Singh)’ in 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wted & Sat 230pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£7 -£19.50. Belgrave Gate (0116- 
253 9797) 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY AH Zones Off Peak: Tran 
lflfood Pirn tographic representation 
of bus journeys. Mon-Sun 9.30am- 
5.30pm. ends 24 Jan. £2.50. cones 
£1 .75. The Octagon Galleries. Mil- 
som Street (01225-462841) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL LSO/Numa{iri 
Cello Concertos by Saint-Saens and 
Q tihaMnlina played by Rmtitipovkfa. 
Tonight 7.30pm. E6.50-E32. Bar- 
bican Centre, EC2 (0171-638 8891 ) 
© MoorgatefBarbican. 


LONDON 

UNDER NIGHT STREETS Arare op- 
portunity to see five films revealing 
some of the seoets ofLondon Hans- 
port's nighttime operaticcs-London 
Transport Museum Wellington 
Street WC2 (0171-836 8557) © 
Covent Garden/Leicester Sq/Charbw 
Cross. Tonight 6.30pm-8.30pm, £6, 
cones £4. booking essential. 


MAIDSTONE 

HAZUTT THEATRE Peter Pan Fly 
to Nevernever Land with Gladiator 
GokL Phone for details. Earl Street 
(01622-758611) 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFTN1 Secret Victorians A vi- 
sion of the lSUhcentmy presented by 
20th century artists. Mon-Sat 10am- 
7pm. Sun 1 2nocn-6pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Narrow Quay (01 1 7-92 9 9191) 


ST GEORGE'S CHURCH New hrer- 
SOn Consort/Moulds Wagner's We- 
sendankliederwthRosmifsPethe 
Messe Solennelle. Tonight 7.30pm. 
E10-E15 from 0181-997 5259. 
Hanover Square. WT (0181-336 
0990) © Marble Arch. 


WIGMORE HAU-Sofie feotoski The 
soprano delivers Schumann and 
Stranssliedec. tonight 7.30pm. £8- 
£15. Wiffnore Street. W1 (0171-935 
2141)0- Bond Screei/Qxford Circus. 


CLASSICS OF THE NATIONAL 
FILM BOARD OF CANADA View 
short films while examining the doc- 
umentary film-maker's search for 
perfection. Introduced by Deac 
RosselL Tonight 7.30pm, £6. NFT 
mems £5. 


BIG BLUE - LONDON INTERNA- 
TIONAL BOAT SHOW Powerboats, 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) 

© South Woodford Enemy of 
the State 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 
8pm Psycho 1.25pm, 3.45pm, 
6.10pm. 8.30pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection T.20pm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm 


• CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in tins tut Broad- 
way musical Ariel phi Maiden Lane, 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) © Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4] [7] 3pm. £16- 
£36 (inc booking fee). 1 30 mins. 


I STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roQer-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/B- Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (3)17) 3pm, 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE The Wizard 
of Oz Follow Dorothy down the Yel- 
low Brick Road. Tonight 7pm, ends 
16 Jan. £9.50-61 4. cones available. 
Bagnor (01635-46044) 


PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Enemy of the State 4.55pm. 
8pm The Siege 5,1 0pm 8.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 6.10pm. 
8.35pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
9 Turnpike Lane Jooch 
Bole Kauwa Kate 2pm 
Pardeshi Babu 8.45pm 
Wajood 5.30pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401)© Putney 
Bridge Enemy of the State 
2.15pm. 5.15pm, 8.15pm Little 
Vbice 1.1 5pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 
8.30pm Scar Tick: Insurrection 
1 .1 5pm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 
BR: Woolwich Arsenal 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGH)) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. WT 
(0171-369 1747) ©Picc Grt. Wfed- 
Sat 8pm, (5) 3pm, [7] 5pm, [1| 4pm. 
£6-625, Thur mats - all seats £1 0. 
120 mins. 


9 THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars. Duchess Cather- 
ine Street. WC2 (0171-494 5075) 
©Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[5] (7) 3pm. ends 23 Jan. £15- 
£27,50. 140 mins. 


Psycho 3.50pm, 6.10pm, 
8.40pm The Siege 3.35pm, 


6pm, 8.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) 
BR/©- Richmond Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 6pm, 9pm Little Vbice 
2pm. 4.20pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 
The Siege 12. 40pm. 3.20pm. 
6.20pm, 9.10pm 


CINEMA 


REPERTORY 


• DR DOLfTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(01 71-416 6022) « Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4|(7J 2.30pm. 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 


I THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(0171-565 5000) ^ Lelc Sq/Char- 
Ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (A)(7) 
3.30pm, £5-£25. 90 mins. 


NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Aladdin’s Cave of 
Enterokiment Exciting fampy enter- 
tainment starring Bfliy Pearce asAl- 
addin and Victor Spinetti as Abanara 
Today 2pm & 7pm. ET2-E15. cones 
available. Guildhall Road (01604- 
624811) 


CAMBRID^ 

FTTZWILUAM MUSEUM British 
Watercolours from the Oppe Col- 
lection Including works by Dimer 
and Constable. Ends 24 Jan. 
The Society of Three: Whistles; Fan- 
tm-Lacour and Alphonse begros Ex- 
hibition of drawing and prints 
examining the common stylistic 
ground of die three artists. Tue-Sat 
1 0am- 5pm. Sun 2. 7 5pm-5pm, ends 
14 Feb. free. Trumptngton Street 
(01223-332500) 


OPERA 


LONDON 

UfRIC STUDKJ Vbnessa Samuel Bar- 
ber’s opera receiving a belated UK 
premiere from foe Other Theatre 
Campanv. Tonight 8pm. £1 0-El 3. 
cones £5. King Street. W6 (0181- 
741 231 1) ©-Hammersmith. 


surfers, plus companies speriaHsing 
in watersports holidays. Warwick 
Han Earls Court (0121-767 4600) 
©Earls Court. Today. 15 & 16 Jan. 

1 0am-7pm; 1 4 Jan, 1 Qam-9.30pm^ 
1 7 Jan 1 0am-6pm, £10.50. £9 adw 
family £18 (adv only). :i “ 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Place 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) 
Sitcom (18) 6.30pm. 8.30pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/© Richmond The Mask 
of Zorro 2.1 0pm.. 5.40pm, 
8.40pm Out Of Sight 6.30pm, 
9.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.10pm. 4.20pm Psycho 2.50pm, 
6.30pm, 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.50pm, 9.30pm 


ICA CINEMA The Mall SWl (0171- 
930 3647) No Skin Off 
My Ass (18) 5pm. 7pm Angel 
Dust (15) 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
Sex/Ufe i n LA (NC) 9pm 


• FAME THE MUSICAL High-oc- 
tane stage verson of fore TV series 
charting the highs and tows of a class 
of young showbiz hopefuls. Prince of 
Wales Coventry Street. W1 (0171- 
839 5972) © Leic Sq/Prcc Ore Mon- 
Thu r 8pm, Frl 5.30pm 6 8.30pm, 
Sat 4pm Sr 8pm. ends 16 Jan. £15- 
£30. 


I WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway bit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street 
W1 (0171-447 5400) © Leic Sq/fott 
Q Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (51(71 
3pm, £l5-£35. 160 mins. 


NORWICH 

THEATRE ROYAL Aladdin Stars 
Desmond Barrit, Christopher Cazen- 
ove and Nit* ala McAuEffe. Today 
4pm & 7.30pm. E3-E12.75. cones 
available. Thearre Street (01603- 
630000) 


CHELTENHAM 

CHELTENHAM ART GALLERY and 
MUSEUM At the Sign of the Rain- 
bow: Margaret Calkin James 
( 1 895-1 985) Restrospective of de- 
signs. calligraphy and paintings. 
Mon-Sat 1 0am-5.20pm, ends 23 Jan. 
free. Clarence Sweet (01242- 
237431) 


SADLER’S WELLS The Golden 
Cockerel New production by the 
Boyal Opera of Runsky-Korsabn; ifi- 
rected by Tim Hopkins. Tonight 
7pm. E7.50-E60. Rosebery Avenue. 
EC1 (0171-863 8000) ©Angel. 


SAFFRON WALDEN 
FEASTING AND FASTING EXHI- 
BITION Examining food and drink 
through history. Saffron Walden 
Museum Museum Street (01 799- 
SI 0333) Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 
2.30pm-5pm. ends 14 Mar, £1, 
cones 50p, child free. 


Dance 


ST ALBANS 

THE REALLY SENSIBLE SHOW A 
touring exhibition exploring our five 
senses. Museum of St Albans Hat- 
fieW Road (01 727-819340) Mon-Sat 
10am -5 pm. Sun 2pnv5pm. ends 17 
Jan. free. 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902041 9) BR: Romford 
Enemy or the State 2.25pm. 
5.20pm, 8.10pm Psycho 2.30pm, 
5.55pm. 8.25pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.15pm, 6.10pm. 
8.35pm 


THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square 
N1 (0171-684 0201) The 
Big Lebowski (18) 6.45pm 
+ Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 8.50pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford Enemy oF 
the State 12.10pm. 2.50pm, 
5.30pm, 8.15pm Uctle Voice 
12.05pm. 2.10pm. 4.15pm. 
6.25pm. 8.35pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 
8.15pm The Parent Trap 
12.30pm, 3.15pm, 5.50pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.10pm. 
2.20pm. 4,30pm. 6.50pm 
Psycho 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.15pm. 8.40pm Rush Hour 
8.50pm The Siege 12.45pm, 
3.20pm. 6.T0pm. 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 8.20pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank SEl (0171-928 3232) 
To Have and Have Not 
(PG) 2.30pm. 6.30pm Convoy 
(NC) 6.15pm Classics of the 
NFB of Canada Special 
Event (NC) 7.30pm The Maltese 
Falcon (PG) 8.30pm 54: 
Special Preview: Dlscoland 
(NC) 8.45pm 


I HLUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Tbnber- 
lake Wertenhafcer’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo’s play. Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street. W1 (0171- 
369 1734) © Picc Qrc. In rep 
tonight 8pm, ends 27 Feb, £1 2-E30. 
120 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on foe film of foe same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000) © Hotbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
(51(7) 3pm, £1 Q-E32.50. 120mlns. 


NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE Jack 
and the Beanstalk Kenneth Alan 
Tavtor writes and directs his fif- 
teenth consecutive pantomime for 
Nottingham Playhouse. Today 
7.30pm, ends 23 Jan. £9-E1 2. child 
E5-E8. East Circus Street (01 1 5-941 
9419) 


EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM Designs on Life: Edward 
Bawden Wide variety of work by the 
prominent aaptric designer Mon-Sat 
1Qam-5pm, ends 23 Jan. free. 
Queen Street (01 392-265858} ' 


LONDON 

COLISEUM English National Bai- 
lee Cinderella Michael Corderts 
award-winning production. Tonight 
7.30pm (Klimencova/Tewsley). 
E2.50-E39.50. St. Martin's Lane, 
WC2 (0171 -632 8300) © Leicester 
Square/Charing Cross. 


Music 

pop 


» THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hffl’s Chining ghost story. Fortune 
Russell Street, WC2 (0171-836 
2238) ©Covent Garden/Hoibom. 
Mon -Sat 8pm, [3| 3pm. (7J 4 pm. 
£8.50-£23.50. 110 mins. 


THEATRE ROYAL Dick Whittington 
Spectacular pantomime starring 
Lesley Joseph, John Netties, Jeffrey 
Holland and Hilary Minster. Today 
2pm & 7pm. ends 23 Jan. E8-E1 5, 
cones available. Theatre Square 
(0115-989 5555/cc 948 2525) 


LONDON 

ESTOR1CK COLLECTION Zang 
Tumb Tumb Exhibition charting foe 
editorial production of the Riturist 
movement Wed-Sat 1 1 am -6pm, 
Sun 12noon-5pm, ends 11 Apr. 
£2.50. cones £1 .50. NU5 free.‘39a 
Canon bury Square. N1 (0171-704 
9522) BR/© Highbury & Islington. 


PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
100 choreographers’ work in Lon- 
don’s important annual platform sea- 
son. Mon-Sac 8pm. ends 1 3 Feb- £8. 
corns £6. Duke’s Road. WC1 (0171- 
387 0031) ©Eustoa 


LONDON 

BELLATKX, MIXEDUP A rare trip 
here for foe Icelandic pop charmras 
who supported Blur at home. Barffe 


who supported Blur at oome. Barflu 
at the Falcon Royal College Streef 
NW1 (0171-482 4808) ©CamdeJf 


NW1 (0171-482 4808) ©Camddfq 
Town. Tonight 8.30pm. £5. 


• GREASE Energetic stage vraskm 
of foe hit film. Cambridge Earlham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 S080) © 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4J[7| 3pm, EI0-£3O. 150 mins. 


Theatre 

Beyond The we st end 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road N2 
(0181-444 6789) Little 
Vbice (1 5) 2pm. 4. 1 5pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Love is 
the Devil (18) 1pm Fear 
and Loathing In Las Vegas 
(18) 3.30pm Rounders 
(15) 6.15pm Henry Fool (18) 
8.50pm 


• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah Ybrk 
in Peter Hall’s acclaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy, lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5045) © 
Plcc Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4) 
3pm. (7] 4pm, £8. 50- £29. 50. 165 
mins. 


LONDON 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp’sLast’Ihpe 
Edward Petherbridge performs 
Samuel Beckett’s melancholic piece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Frl & Sat 
5.30pm, ends 6 Feb. £8-£12. Great 
Newport Street. WC2 (0171-836 
3334] © Leicester Square. 


OXFORD 

APOLLO THEATRE Snow Whlce 
and the Seven Dwarfs Fbn panto 
starring GJacfiator Hunter and Denise 
Nolan. Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. £9- 
£11. cones available. George Street 
(01865-244544) 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: SJdcup 
Psycho 5.45pm, 8.30pm Starlhek: 
Insurrection 6pm. 8.40pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Butterfly Kiss (18) 7pm 
+ I Vfent You 8.50pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lew ood Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.45pm LJcrle Voice 
2.1 0pm. 4.25pm. 6.50pm, 9.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.25pm, 
4.40pm Psycho 1.30pm, 
4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm Rush Hour 7pm, 
9.20pm The Siege 1.15pm, 
3.50pm, 6.35pm, 9.15pm Star 
lick: Insurrection 1pm, 3.30pm, 
6.15pm, 8.45pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE 
High Street, Brentford. Middlesex 
(0181-568 1 1 76) Little 
Voice (15) 5pm. 9pm Rien Ne 
Va Plus (15) 7pm 


» AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriDec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.1 5pm, (4) 2.30pm. [7] 5pm, 
£1 0.50- £2 5. 1 1 0 mins. 


KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Song at 
iwnight Noel Coward’s dark auto- 
biographical play stars Corin Red- 
grave. Tonight 8pm. ends 24 Jan. 
EI2-C13, cones £7. Upper Street. 
N1 (0171-226 1916)©AngeVHlgh- 
bury & Islington. 


PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Cinderella 
FamiJy panto with piailyoC songs and 
audience participation for foe dream- 
ing spires. Today 2pm & 7pm, ends 
17 Jan. E6-E16.50. Beaumont Street 
(01865-798600) 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) A Fistful of 
Dynamite (18) x (Pi) (15) 
4.30pm, 8.50pm The Mighty 

(PG) 6.45pm 


9 INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based an fairytales. Donmar Wire- 
house Eariham Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1732) © Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4|(7J 2.30pm. 
£l5-£27.50. 


TRICYCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice D ramatisati on of the Stephen 
Lawrence esse. Mon-Fri 8pm, Sac 
4.1 5pm & 8.1 5pm, mat today 2pm, 
ends 6 Feb. E8-E13J0. Kilbum High 
Road. NWS (0171-328 1 000) © Kil- 
bum. 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Dick Whittington 
and His Fabulous Cat nmlling ad- 
venture story full of comedy music 
and magic Today 4.30pm & 7.30pm, 
ends 23 Jan. E5.75-E9.75. cones 
available. Embankment Road 
(01733-552439) 


TATE GALLERY John Singer Sar- 
gent Comprehensive exhibition de- 
voted to the paintings of the 
19th-century artist Ends 1 7 Jan. £6. 
cones E4. 

Art Now 1 6: Something is Miss- 
ing - Jean-Marc Bustamante In- 
stallation exploring international 
cities in photographs. Ends 31 Jan. 
free. 

Turner m the Alps Works on paper 
made on Hjrner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb, free, 
hi Celebration: The Art of The 
Country House Paintings and gtnilp - 
ture, including work by Canaletto, 
Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.50pm, ends 28 Feb. free. Millbank, 
SWl (0171-887 8000) ©Pimlico. 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The Roy- 
al Ballet: Romeo And Juliet 
Prokofiev's scare, MacMiDaifs chore- 
ography and Georgiadas' designs. 
Tonight 7.30pm ( Ekissd I/Zelensky) . 
E10-E48. South Bank. SEl (0171- 
960 4242) BR/© Waterloo. 


PHARCYDE Hip hop humourists 
from foe west coast, here for foe first 
time since Disco Log Cabin in 1997. 
Jazz Cafe Parkway NW1 (0171-916 
6060} © Camden Town. Tonight 
8pm, £15. 


Literature 


ANDY BARNET & THE BARN- 
STORMERS Rock covers band. The 
Roadhouse The Piazza. Covent Gar- 
den Market WC2 (0171-240 6001) 
© Covert Garden. Tonight 9pm, £4. 


BRIGHTON 

THE BRIGHTON ROCK CREATIVE 
WRITERS Local writers read their 
own work or just come along to lis- 
ten. Caxton Arms North Gardens 
(01273-207762) Wed 8.30pm, free. 


RISKIN’ PADDY Spinning Wheel 
Northftelds Avenue, Ealing WI3 
(0181-567 8348)©NorthfleJds Av- 
enue. Tonight 9.30pm. free. 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) 
BR/© Stratford East Enemy of 
the State 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
Little Voice 1.35pm, 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.30pm The Mask 
or Zorro 2.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2pm 
Psycho 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4.30pm, 6.50pm, 9.05pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Insomnia (18) 6pm, 8.25pm 
Little Voice (15) 6.05pm 
Lou Reed: Rock and Roll Heart 
(NC) 8.35pm 


• THE nwamON OF LOVE Thm 

Stoppard’s play about the life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket Haymarhet. 5W1 (0171- 
930 8800) © Picc Grc Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. (41(7] 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 


YOUNG VIC STUDIO Special Offer 
A couple play out their relationship 
In a real display bedroom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. ends 23 Jan. £8. cones £6. 
The Cut. SEl (0171-928 6363) 
Tube/BR: Waterloo. 


POTTERS BAR 

THE MBJL AT SONNUMG Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
macs Sat 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£2T.95-£32.95 including dinner. 
Sonnlng Eye (01 1 8-969 8000) 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Character (15) 2.30pm. 
8pm The Eel (18) 7.30pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) 
BR; streacham Hill Antz 6.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.10pm, 
4.25pm Psycho 2.20pm. 5.55pm, 
8.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.30pm, 6.05pm, 8.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 8.35pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Out of Sight ( 1 5) 1 . 1 5pm 
Rfan Ne Va Plus <15) 4.30pm 


•JESUS, MY BOY Tbrn Conti stars 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 
mas show. ApoUo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, W1 (01 71 -494 5070) © Pkr 
Ore, Tue-Fri 8pm, Sat 5pm & 8pm, 
[1] 3pm a 5pm. E5.50-ETS.50. 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Holly and Che 
Ivy Study of fife in a vicarage from 
Middle Ground Theatre. Tonight 
7.45pm. E6.50-E1 2.50. cones avail- 
able. Bond Street (01273-328488) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears Frank Bruno, 
Kari Howman and Emily Symons in 
this star-studded panto. Today 2pm 
& 7pm, ends 1 4 Feb. £7.50-£1 7.50, 
cones available. Commercial Road 
(01703-711811) 


VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Grinling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Celebrating foe work of the 
17th-century woodearvet Ends 24 
Jan. 

Picasso's Ladies: Wendy Ramshaw 
Precious-metal jewellery. Ends 15 
Feb. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from The 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser-known subjects by 
foe 90 yearold photographer. Ends 
12 Apr. 

Silver and Syrup: a Selection from 
The Collection Wbrk by leading 
photographers. Mon 12noon- 
5.45pm, Tue-Sun 10am-5.45pm. 
ends 31 Jul. £5. cones £3, dls- 
abled/UB40/memv'after 4.30pm 
free. Cromwell Road. SW7 (0171- 
936 8441 ) © South Kensington. 


LONDON 

BABIES NEED BOOKS!: LITERA- 
TURE EVENT Discussion on choos- 
ing appropriate bools for under 
6ws, ideal for all new parents. Bor- 
ders Oxford Street W1 (0171-287 
1592) © Oxford Circus. Today 
10am, free. 


CARVIN JONES BAND Station Thw- 

em Bramley Road W 1 0 (01 7 1 -727 

4053) © Latimer Road. Tonight 
3.30pm, phone for prices. 


LITTLE MOTHERS, COUSTEAU. 
NEUTRINOS Water Rats Theatre 
Gray's Inn Road WCf (0181-885 
£4,88) ■© King's Cross. Tonight 
8.30pm. £5. cones £4. 


IAN MCEWAN AND MARTIN ANUS 
Celebration of foe centenary of the 
birth of Argentine writer Jorge Luis 
Borges. British Library Confer- 
ence Centre E us Con Road NW1 
(01 71-412 7222/412 7760) © 
King's Cross. Tonight 6.1 5pm. £7.50, 
cones £6. 


ST ALBANS J 

PUMf> THROAT OYSTER HomRe-’ 
born Victoria 5treec (01727- 
853143) Tbnight 8pm. £2. 


SUTTON 

Three-piece rock covers band. 
f = j Wn Street (0181- 
642 9018) Tonight 8pm, phone For 
prices. 


Comedy 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 


BRISTOL 

STUDENT COMEDY NIGHT AT 
JESTERS COMEDY CLUB Andy 
Robinson, Sean PBrdvai, phis others 
TBC. Tonight 8pm, Cheltenham Road 
(0117-909 6655) NUS £3.50. 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
High Sodecy (U) 1pm His Girl 
Friday (U) 3pm Sitcom (18) 
5pm. 9.20pm The Fountainhead 
(PG) 7.15pm 


» THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Juhe Sawafha 
star in this touching comedy shout 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother’s hoeraL Vaudeville 
Strand, WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
[5](7] 3pm. £8-£27.50. 


BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Frcebird Jon 
Ivay’s black comedy about three 
motorcyle couriers on a dodgy mis- 
ston to CormraH Mon-Wed 7.30pm. 
Thu-Sat 8pm. mats Sat 2.30pm, 
ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6. King 
Street (01 17-987 7877) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Uon. the Witch and the 

Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mtcbefl's adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic Today 1.30pm 
6 7.15pm. ends 27 Feb. £5-£30. 
Waterside (01789-295623) 


OXFORD 

A5HMOLEAN MUSEUM 1 9th Cen- 
tury French Drawings Recent ac- 
quisitions alongside familiar major 
(feawings. Ends 28 Feb. The Painter- 
ly Brush Ofl sketches dating from the 
16th to the early 20th century. Tue- 
Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 2pm-4pm. 
ends 21 Mar, free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 


LONDON 

COMEDY CAFE With James 
DowdesweU, Kevin White, Mark 
James, Nkk Metchalfe, Glenn WbQ, 
Paul McKenzie, Michael Wood, Steve 
Keyworfo, MC Andy Fox. Tonight 
9pm, revfogton Street EO (0171-739 
5706) ©Old Street, free. 


LONDON 

PAUL JONES. NICK WELDON Sax 
and piano-led modern jazz. 606 
S&rt? ^ SWl 0 (01 71-352 
5953) © Fulham Broadway/Earls 

SSSteS?' 9 - 30pm a 15rn,d ‘ 


f^SPEYER OUARTET Modem 
Jranpeter witt a penchant for mid- 
depenod Mes. Barbican Centra 
Streec K2 (0171- 
638 8891) ©■ Bartolcan/Moorgate. 
Tonight 5.30pm, free. 6 


Clubs 


ODEON (08705 050007) 
© Brixton. 2.55pm, 5.40pm, 
8.25pm Little Voice 1.20pm, 
3.40pm, 6pm. 8.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.15pm. 
2.20pm, 4.30pm Rush Hour 
6.35pm, 8.35pm The Siege 
ipm, 3.30pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection 1,30pm. 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.30pm 


IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544] Insomnia (18) 6pm. 
8.15pm My Name Is Joe (15) 
6.15pm. 8.30pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
The Boys (18) 5.45pm The 
Governess (15) 8.15pm 


> LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation ofVictor Hugo’s mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
W1 (0171-434 0909) © Picc Ore 
Mon-5« 7.30pm. [51(7] 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 1 95 mins. » MISS SAIGON 
Musical which resets the Madam 
Butterfly tragedy to Vietnam. The- 
atre Royal, Drury Lane Catherine 
Street WC2 (0171-494 5060) © 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[41(7] 3pm, E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 


CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Aladdin 
Antics in Peking. Today 2.1 5pm & 
7.15pm, ends 16 Jan. E4.50-E13. 
Regent Street (01242-572573) 


SWAN THEATRE A Month in the 
Country Brian Friers adaptation of 
ItirgenertS portrait of all-consuming 
sexual desire Michael Attenbor- 
ough directs. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 
20 Feb. £5-£30, Waterside [01789- 
295623} 


COVENTRY 

BELGRADE THEATRE Sleeping 
Beauty Ramflly panto with stunning 
sets and a magical time machine. To- 
day 2pm & 7pm. continuing. £8- 
£14.50, cones available. Corporation 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Puss In Boots Ge- 
nial weatherman lan McCaskHl is 
joined by panto veterans Rod Bull & 
Emu. Today 2pm 6 7.30pm. ends 
16 Jan. E6.50-E23. cones available. 
Thames Street (01753-853838) 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from foe 
second half of foe century and a se- 
lection of contemporary work. 
English Roots: Eric Cameron Thou- 
sands 0 flayers of paint surrounding 
organic objects. 

Quoit Montserrat: veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the Wfest Indies, 
foe artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat 
1 1am-7pm. Sun 1 1am-5pm. ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 


SPACE AT BAR RUMBA Starring 

CTbn&wr orvl AA#LiTIL^.kL-. n _ 


TERRY DRUMMOND'S STOMP 


HamyandADdyWfeafoeralLfoS ^‘^J u ^ CWTra OWhiinskallJS 
1 0pm- 3am, Shaftesbury AvenueWI Express Jazz Club - 

(0171-28727l5)©RccadillyGrajs. (0171-439 8722)^. 

£5. £3 before 1 1pm. ^ "foctenham Court Road. Tonlehe ’ 

8.30pm, £ 1 2.50 (Frl-Sat £1 51 

RTADCKV Aiun Ul itv-l. ' S 1 


STARSKY AND HUTCH UPSTAIRS 

AT RONNIE SCOTT’S IBIDsSS 

nmk and rare groove night Tonfohr 
1 0pm- 3am. Rid, StreetW! lolaY- 
654 0523) © Leicester Squa^ £6 
NUS £4. mems E3. 


sings Gershwin and Cofe 
ewter Pizza on the Park Knights- 
SHE (01 71-235 52731 


NU PHUNK AT THE VIBE BAR 

Drum ’pirns, hip hop and more Al ^ uabi y the UK’s 

tonight 7pm-12mtdnight. Brick Lane, ^ e *P° nent - Vortex 

L 6,o ”’- w 

Newingt™. Tonight S^fia ke 


kpjJl. ‘w 



. H- » * A ■■'li 

- » 1 


vV 


BEHIND THE SCENES Portraits of 
ft^hnirians and artiste involved in foe jL 
making of British films. Mon-Sun 
10am-6pm (last adm. 5pm), ends 
26 Feb. £6.25. student £5.25. 
cones £4.50, under 5s free, family 
ticket £17. 
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RADIO 1 

{976-gaSMHz FM ) 

6.30 Zoe BalL 9.00 Simon Maya 
12.00 Kevin Greening. 2.00 
Mark Raddiffe. 4.00 Chris 
Moyles 6.00 Dave Pearce. 8.00 
Steve Lamacq - the Evening Ses- 
sion. 10 . 0 a Movie Update with 
Mark Kermoda 1040 John PeeL 

12.00 Gilles Peterson. 2.00 Clive 
Warren. 44)0 - 6.30 Scott Mills. 
RADIO 2 

(88-902MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Sarah Kennedy: The Dawn 
patrol: news, views and music. 
y$?!us a review of the morning's pa- 
mpers. Including 6.15 Pause tor 

Thought 7-30 wake Up to 
Wbgaa 9.30 Ken Bruca 12.00 
Jimmy Young 2LOO Ed Stewart 
Entertainment news. Brain 
Busters. Three after Three, the Ac- 
cumulator Quiz and regular travel 
updates 5-05 Johnnie Walker. 

7.00 tfck Barradough. 8.00 
Mflce Harding. 94)0 The Andy 
Peebles Soul Show: Andy Peebles 
presents the eighth of 13 pro- 
grammes exploring the world of 
soul music from the 50s to the 
present day. 10.00 Route 66 Re- 
visited. 10.30 Richard Allinson. 

12.00 Katrina Leskanich. 3.00 • 

4.00 Alex Lester. 

RADIO 3 

(90.2-92.4MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

114)0 Sound Stories. See Pick of 
the Day. * 

*£2.00 Composer of the Week: 
Himsky-Korsakov. 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert 

24)0 The BBC Orchestras. 

44)0 Choral Evensong 
54K) In Tuna 

84)0 Performance on 3. Live from 
the Eden Court Theatre, Inver- 
ness. introduced by Geoffrey 
Baskerviita Conductor Jerzy 
Maksymiuk, Ilya [tin (piano). AJas- 
dair Nicolson: Breakdance. Rach- 
maninov: Piano Concerto No 3 in 
D minor. 

8J55 News from North Britain. 

Five new stories from Scotland 1 : 
‘VirtuaT, by Ali Smith. An anorexic 



Pick of the Day 


CONTINUING TO scour history 
for musical rivalries of a 
Mozart and Salieri intensity, 
Sound Stories* (llam R3) 
focuses on the antagonism 
between Beriioz and his former 
teacher, Cherubini. Berlioz's 
memoirs offer up such choice 
anecdotes as his offers of cash 
during a performance of Ali 
Baba to hear a single idea. 
Richard Baker i right t narrates 


"Feuds Corner", putting the 
case for Cherubini's originality. 
Among the fine excerpts, we 
get to hear “Absence" from 
Berlioz’s ground-breaking 
song-cycle Les Nutts d'Ete. 

On a lighter note, the award- 
winning comedian Sean Lock 
presents a view of life from a 
tower-block in 15 Minutes of 
Misery (llpra R4>. 

Dominic Cavendish 



ifj is given a computer pet white 
jug is in 


in hospitaL If she does not 
keep pressing the buttons, it will 
die. Reader Vicki Liddefle. 


9.15 Concert, part 2. Dvorak: 
Symphony No 7 in D minor. 

104)5 Postscript. Paul Neuberg 
continues his exploration of the 
Communist project which sought 
to use the arts to remould peo- 
ples minds. 3: ‘The Embrace of 
Discipline'. Germany was toe 
western country most affected by 
the impact of the Bolshevik revolu- 
tion. Writers and artists who had 
rejected the old order and its pa- 
triarchal rule and turned to Com- 
munism now found themselves 
facing a difficult choice between 
personal reconstruction, loyal re- 
sistance and rejection. 

10.30 Cyril ScotL Symphonic 
Dance No 1. Percy Grainger and 
the Composer (pianos). 

10.45 Night Waves Charles 
Saatchi's eye for the latest trend in 
modern art has become leg- 
endary. As ‘Neurotic Realism* 
opens at the Saatchi Gallery in 
London, Laura Cumming examines 
this new definition of the cutting 
edge and its concerns. 

11.30 Jazz Notes 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Poulenc. (R) 

1.00 - 6.00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; Midweek. 

9-45 Serial: The Doctor, the De- 
tective and Arthur Conan Doyle. 
(R) 

10.00 NEWS; Womanls Hour. 

11.00 NEWS; Murder, Magic and 
Medicine. 

11.30 Choice Grenfell. 


12.00 NEWS; You and Yours 

12.57 Weather. 

1.00 The World at One. 

1.30 Wildbrain. 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Voyages of 
Descent. 

3.00 NEWS; Gardeners' Question 
Time. 

3.30 Tales from the Village. 

3.45 This Sceptred Isle. 

44)0 NEWS; Case Notes Special: 
No Issue. 

4.30 Thinking Allowed. 

54)0 PM. 

5.57 Weather. 

6.00 Six OClock News. 

6.30 Like They've Never Been 
Gone. (R) 

7.00 NEWS: The Archers 

7.15 Front Row. John Wilson 
chairs the arts programme, includ- 
ing a look at the work of Julian 
Schnabel, one of New York's most 
talked about painters, in the light 
of a new British exhibition. 

7.45 Lady Susan. Drama: ’Lady 
Susan* by Jane Austen. Adapted 
by Lavinia Murray. With Harriet 
Waiter and Maggie Steed (3/10). 

8.00 NEWS; Them and Us. Diana 
Maditl presents the last in a three- 
part series of lively debates about 
the major issues of the day. This 
week, speakers in Weston-super- 
Mare discuss the proposition: *We 
have become a society where ille- 
gal drugs are accepted’. 

8.45 Gerryfc Bar. Gerry Anderson 
presents a series of reflections on 
life in Ireland. 1: 'Opening Time*. 


94)0 NEWS; Animals Behaving 
Badly. In the last of four pro- 
grammes exploring some of the 
many antisocial activities of 
wildlife around the globe, Mark 
Carwardine asks why jungle fowl 
and crickets fight to the death and 
why male lions kill the cubs of fe- 
males with whom they mate. 

9.30 Midweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage in lively conversa- 
tion. 

10.00 The World Tonight With 
Anne McKenzia 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana. By 
Emile Zola, read by Juliet Steven- 
son (8/15). 

tf.00 NEWS; Sean Lock's 15 Min- 
utes of Misery. Sean Lock, winner 
of the Time Out Comedy Award, 
presents a comic view of life from 
his tower block flat With Kevin El- 
don and Hattie Hayridge. See Pick 
of the Day. 

11.15 For One Horrible Moment 

11- 30 The Cheese Shop Pre- 
sents. 

124)0 News. 

12- 30 Late Book: Last Resort 
12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

14)0 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5-47 - 64)0 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9-45 - 104)0 Daily Service. 

124)0 - 124)4 News; Shipping 
Forecast 5.54 - 5.57 Shipping 
Forecast. 1130 Parliament 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky Campbell. 

12.00 The Midday News. 

14)0 Ruscoe and Co. 

44)0 Drive. 

74)0 News Extra. 

730 John Inverdale's Football 
Night Full coverage of the night's 
FA Cup third-round replays, Plus 
the National Lottery Draw. 

104)0 Littlejohn. Football phone- 
in with Richard Littlejohn: 0500 
909693 

11.00 Late Night Live. With Brian 
Hayes. Including 114)0 News. 1115 
The Financial Wbrld Tonight 
too Up All Night 

5.00 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(1000- 1019MHz FM ) 

64)0 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly. 124)0 Requests. 24)0 Con- 
certo: Offenbach: Concerto mili- 
taire in G. Ofra Hamoy (cello], 
Bournemouth SO/Antonio de 
Almeida. 3.00 Jamie Crick. 6.30 
Newsnight 74)0 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9.00 Evening Concert: 
Mozart: Sinfonia concertante in E 
flat K364. Gidon Kramer (violin), 
Kim Kashkashian (viola), 
ASMF/Nikolaus Harnoncourt 
Beethoven: Symphony No 2 in D, 
Berlin PO/Herbert von Karajan. 
114)0 Alan Mann. 2.00 Concerto. 

3.00 • 6.00 Mark Griffiths 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 TS7-126GkHz MW KSBkfrfe FM ) 
6.30 Chris Evans. 9.30 Russ 
Williams. 14)0 Nick AbboL 4.00 
Harriet Scott 7.30 Mark Forrest 

10.00 Janey Lee Grace. 1.00 
James Merritt 4.30 - 6.30 
Jeremy Clark. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

■LOO The World Today. 130 
Meridian (Live). 2.00 The Wbrld 
Today. 2.30 Everywoman 3.00 
The World Today. 3.20 Sports 
Roundup. 3.30 World Business 
Report 3.45 Insight 44)0 - 

7.00 The World Today (4.00-700). 

TALK RADIO 

6.00 Bill Overton and Sally Mean. 

9.00 Scott Chisholm. 124)0 Lor- 
raine Kelly. 24)0 Nancy Roberts. 

4.00 Peter Deeley. 54)0 The 
Sports Zone. 84)0 James Whale. 

12.00 - 6.00 Ian Collins. 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMER 

64H) The Borrowers (1973) (9357333* 
7.20 Lady Jsne (1985) (80605059* 9-40 
Shsughnessy (1996) (25683936* TL40 
Ry Away Home (1996) 126222400* 1-40 
Lady Jane 0985) (763*3597). 4XH> 
Shaughnessy (1996) (907081 5-30 Fly 
Away Home (1996) (34955* 730 Barry 
Norman* Fflm I'SgW (9787* (LOO Wiliam 
Shakespeare* Romeo and Jufet (1996) 
(98684* See Pick ot the Day. 104)0 
Letters from a KHer (1996) (860145* 1L50 
Abyss (1989) (16031961). 240 Defenseless 
0991) (503066* 355 • 64K) Carriers 
0997) (89162269* 

SKY MOVUSIfAX 

7*3 UK Top Ten (74435* 730 Femmes 
F.'SSes (8539139* 845 Movie Magic 
(2789394* 94H) Lovestruck (1996) 

(53400* TLOO The End of the Golden 
Weather (1991) (95868* 14)0 UK Top Ten 
(73706* L30 Femmes Fatales (8482787* 
245 Movie Magic (3888139* 3.00 The 
Big Game (1995) (90416* 54M) The End 
of the Golden Weather (1991} (71023} 7JDO 
Lovestruck (1996) (81771* 9-00 One Hot 
Summer Nfchl (1997) (99313* 114)0 Co- 
bra (1986) (34348* 12L30 Flesh and 
Blood 0985) (42954559* 2-35 The Effect 
of Gamma Rays on Man-irv the- Moon 
Marigolds (1972) ((92646* 4.15 - 64X> 
The Big Game (t995) ((26608* 

SKY CINEMA 

AJOO The Cfty That Never Sleeps ( 1953) 
(8918752* 84)0 Magic Town 0947) 
(7396665* 84)0 Marl* Marauders 
0962) (739mq* 104)0 For a Few Defers 
More (1965) (32135482* 1240 Aice 
Doesn't LJva Here Anymore ft975) 
(8643153* 24)5 The Magus (1963) 
(4564849* 44)5 Anne of Windy Poplars 
(1940) (74127838* 54*0 CJosa 


PICK OF THE DAY 


BA2 LUHRMANITS production of 
William Shakespeare’s Romeo 
+ Juliet (8pm Sky Premier) is 
a movie for the MTV generation, 
set amid the contemporary 
guns and drugs gangland culture 
of contempary America. Huge 
numbers of young people flocked 
to see this film, no doubt helped 
by the casting of Leonardo 
DiCaprio as Romeo. If film- 
makers want to sell youngsters 
Hamlet next they w31 know who 
to cast in the lead. 


Director Terry Gilliam's 
imagination may sometimes 
need reining in. but surely that 
is no bad thing given the 
formulaic nature of most 
Hollywood films. He brings his 
unique visual sense to Twelve 
Monkeys (8 pm FUmfbur), a 
haunting lime-travel adventure. 
Bruce Willis (right) stars as a 
disturbed convict sent back in 
time to discover the cause of an 
apocalyptic plague. 

James Hampton 



CTLMFOUR 

64K) The Navigator (1988) (7288139* 84K) 
TuraiVB Monkeys (S95) (65412394* See 
fe* of the Day. «45 La Jetee {©82) 
(u36S619* 1045 The Hamster Factory 
and Other Tales at 12 Monkeys (6192058* 
1245 Time after Time (1979) (1843191* 

240 Spanking the Morirey (1994) 

(2126269* 3^0 - 64)0 The Madness cf 
Kng Georgs (1994) (53680085* 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4.00 Rex Hurtffe Fishing Advenares 
(1858771* 4.30 WaBtert World (1854955* 
5-00 FSghtBne (1308936). 54)0 History* 
Turning Points (841435* 64)0 Animal 
Doctor (1948348* 6-30 Hunters 
(2335058* 740 Beyond 2000 (1855684* 


84)0 Arthur C Ctarkeh Mysterious Uni- 
verse (1400348* 8430 Craatues Fantas- 
tic (1316955* 94)0 history* Mysteries 
(6667706* 9.30 history's Mysteries 
(4890023* 104)0 Mysteries of the East 
(9244313* 114)0 Ferrari (7430989* 1200 
Lost Treasures of the \tangtza Vtitey 
(3848801* LOO history's Turning Points 
(4020820* L30-24M) FBghttne (9515511* 
SKY ONE 

74)0 Count Duduia (B3139* 7,30 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (35348* 
8-30 Hofywood Squares (60954* 9-00 
SaSy Jessy Raphael (37771* 104)0 The 
Oprah Winfrey Show (64058* H4M> 
Gutty! (71394* 124)0 Jenny Jones 
(59771* LOO Mad about Ybu (75110* L30 
Jeopardy (42435* 24)0 SaVy Jessy 
Raphael (596 B4* 34)0 Jenny Jones 
(44329* 44)0 Guityl (50936* 54)0 Star 
Thek: Deep Space Nfrw (7969* G.OO Mar- 
ried with Children (3313* 6.30 Friends 
(4665* 7JOO The Simpsons (1868* 7.30 
The Simpsons (6077* B4X) StargateSG- 
1 (71058* 94)0 The X-Fdes (81394* 

104)0 Naked in Westminster (&4481* 
1LOO Friends (51685* 1L30 Star Trek 
(16400* 1230 highlander (18220* 130 • 
74)0 Long Play (599582®. 

SKY SPORTS 1 

7JOO Sky Sports Centre (4847065* W 5 
World Wrestfing (793288* 845 Sky 
Sports Centre (4231936* 830 Racing 
News (16961* 930 Aerobics (34313* 

930 You're on Sky Sports (58481* 

104)0 Total Sport (85077* 1030 kiSkfe 


Scottish Footbal 127*16* « 30 Fastrax 
(82503* 124M) Aerobics - Oz Style 
(27077* 1230 Badminton (56313* 230 
World Windsurfing (8232* 34K) toside 
Scottish Footbal (93619* 44)0 Super- 
bouts ftankSn v Johnson (73446* 54)0 
Wbrld Wresting Federation Shot Gun 
Challenge (2329* 64)0 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (9961* 630 Unbelevabte Sports 
(7313* 74)0 Pool [27TKJ* 84)0 Ringside 
(49042* 930 UnbeBevabie Sports 
(45861* 10-00 Sports Centre (T1369Q* 
1045 You're on Sky Sports (240145* 
1045 Pool (914503* 1L45 Sky Sports 
Centre (091X1* 124)0 VbtSte on Sky 
Sports (31191* 1230 Footbal (59288* 
24K) Ringside (90337* 330 Sky Sports 
Centre (20120627* 3^*5 Ctose. 

SKY SPORTS 2 

74)0 Aerobics - Oz Style (9625226* 730 
International Cricket (3884042* tuOO St- 
Max (2746868* 1130 Sports Unlmited 
(4621400* 1230 Totals port (7637042* 
LOO Cricket (2521619* 34)0 Golf Extra 
(6805918* 64)0 Wtitersports (7718961* 
74)0 Footbal (7626597* 104)0 Golf Ex- 
tra I9W6U5* LOO European Weekly 
(9427840* 130 W&lereports (8264443* 
230-2^45 Sports Centre (80868998* 

SKY SPORTS 3 

124M>Vforid Wlrestfing (68140232* LOO 
Fish TV (86310145* 130 Fish TV 
(68064868* 24)0 Superbouts (13938787* 
34)0 Olympic Series Road to Nagano 
(19661232* 330 Rafting (94888503* 
430 Rgtre Skating (77878328* 630 


European Tour IrtfeeMy (42729058* 74)0 
Fish TV (19580313* 730 Fish TV 
(42645042* 84)0 Cricket (40113961* 
104)0 Sports Classics Cricket: England 
vs West bides 1995 (40036868* «4H) 
The Entertainers (62258435* 1130 
Close. 


EUROSPORT 

730 Raly: Total Granada Dakar 99 
(20684* 8-00 SnowboertSng (41583* 
930 Biathlon @1329* 10-00 Alpine Ski- 
ing (70145* 1030 Biathlon (25665* 

HOO Raly (73482* 1L30 Biathlon 
(54787* LOO Biathlon (13348* 130 
Biathlon (53936* 230 African Cups 
(4975 Z) 330 Biathlon (24394* 54)0 
Snowboardtog (4597* 64H) Speedworid 
(62684* 7.00 Aerobics (25706* 84M) 
Darts (34T10* 930 Rally (47329* 1030 
Booting (24077* 1LOO Speedworid 
(27597* 124)0-1230 Rally (335 59* 

UK GOLD 

7.00 Crossroads (2686067* 730 Ne&v 
bours (9TIT706* 735 East End era 
(1979665* 830 The B» (8400416* 930 
The BB (8328868* 930 The House of 
EHott (2360771* 1030 Angeta (8317752* 
1L00 Dates (6815787* 1135 Neigh- 
bours (98694435* 1233 EastEndere 
(7445139* LOO Jufet Bravo (4800400* 
230 Dates (1020348* 235 The B3 
(1460665* 3.25 The Bfl (6753232* 055 
EastEndere (345*35* 430 Angate 
(1856313* 530 Afl Creatures Great and 
Smal (1482328* 630 Dynasty (4897936* 
730 The Comedy Alternative; May to 


December (9744058* 730 The Comedy 
Alternative: It Ain't Half Hot. Mum 
(1843706* 830 Yes, Minister (3560868* 
94)0 One Foot In the Grave (4677313). 
9-40 Jonathan Creek (75162145* 10-55 
French and Saunders (5381139* 1135 
The BU (6693067* «24» The Bfl 
(1680172* 1235 Backup (8367838* 130 
Hany* Kingdom (4678085* 330 - 730 
Shopping with Screenshop (2664172). 

LIVING 

64)0 Try and Crew (49783145* 630 
Philbert the Frog (29668232* 630 John- 
son and Friends (64474348* 645 Try 
Tales (17728665* 6-50 Fofca Dot Shorts 
(77812058* 2 LOO Practical Parenting 
(5092400* 735 Professor Bubble 
(5076481* 730 CaBou (5079874* 735 
Bug Alert (6046110* 733 Practical Par- 
enting (6527228* 830 Barney and 
Friends (2718955* 830 Try Tales 
(7243226* 835 Try and Crew 
(8694936). 8.50 Practical Parenting 
(9103226* 930 Diet Show (2B04706* 
930 Ros eame (3738394* 11X00 Jerry 
Sprwiger (5593139* 1030 Maury Povich 
(5313706* 1L40 BfOOkskJe (56214348* 
1240 Animal Rescue (74325313* 12-40 
Rescue 911 (13443400* 140 Special Ba- 
bies (23718139* L40 Beyond Befiet 
(79376TW* 240 LA Law (3495435* 340 
Living Room (7321416* 44)0 Michael Cole 
(4852139* 430 Rotonda (7752333* &40 
Ready, Steady. Cook (7659708* 645 The 
Jerry Springer Show (1847435* 735 Res- 
cue 911 (4037145* 735 Animal Rescue 
(9347665*830 lAxder Cal (7395938* 
930 Fttn: A Kidnapping in the Famly 
(1996) (7398023* tLOO Sex Life Down 
Under (3458938**124)0 Ctose 
TNT 

94M) Somebody Up There Lltes Me (1956) 
(36711110* 1145 Hearts 0 # the Wssl (1975) 
(14715348* 145 The Liquidator (1968) 
(80510153* 330 Somebody Up There 
Lies Me (1956) (59782612* 54)0 Ctose. 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
730 Quetass (1400* 730 Desmoncfe 
<tt39* 830 Roseame (5508* 830 
News-ado (6955* 930 CyfaiD (96752* 
930 Vic Reeves' Big Mght Out (43503* 
1030 Raster (26348* 1030 Cheers 
(39868* 1130 SaMUd (23987* 1130 
The Larry Sanders Show (72503* l2jao 
Late l*#it with David Letterman (11998). 

LOO Taxi (65882* L30 The Critic (19191* 
24K) Dr Katz (16085* 230 Soap 
(2B82Q* 330 Ttos and Ffes (B5646* 

330 Nghtstend (19T72* 430 Ctosa 


Regional Television variations 


B8C1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 London except: 630 

Newsline 630 (961* 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 London except: 235 

Dotaman (3655955* 340 Dochakfii Mor 


(Oak ay Doke) (9904936). 630 News 
* 630 “ ' 


(481* 630 Reporting Scotland; Weather 
( 961 * 930 Don't Call Us (91810* W4>0 
Chewin' the Fat (77619* 1030 TheX 
Fites (407329* 1115 Curing (200787* 
1245 Film: In the Deep woods 
(968630* L55 BBC News 24 (36401172). 

BBC1 WALES 

Alt BBC1 London except: 630 

Today (961* 


ANGLIA 

As Carlton except: 123 3 
News and Weather (6088787* LOO Up- 
shot (46584* 130 Home end Away: Aus- 
trafian soap. AB$a is far from relaxed by 

her country drive with fcana Sam feels 

unwelcome in Fishers housa NataBe 
feces the truth about her attitude to 
Tom's decision to stop rowing (15313* 
24)0 The Jerry Sprtoger Show (2902146* 
330 Angte News (2096329* 540 Short- 
tand Street (6800918* 64)0 Home and 
Away £563665* 635 AripBa News 
(506961* 1030 Angfa News (454665* 


44)5 Picking the Fruit - the Making of 
■StS Crary’: A behind-the-scenes Soak at 
the making of Brit comedy 'StS Crazy 1 , 
about the refor ma tion of a rock band. 

The f&ri stars Stephen Rea, Bily Connol- 
ly, Tmothy Spafi and WithnaB and V cre- 
ator Bruce Robinson 121279337* 435 
Soundtrax (3457S462* 430 Ngjifecreen 
(25605248* 54K) Coronation St (40462* 
CENTRAL 

As Carlton except; 1230 Central 
News and Wtiather (6088787* LOO 
Echo Point (46684* 330 Central News 
(2096329* 540 Shortland Street: Serial 
set to an accident and emergency cflnlc 
it Auckland, New Zealand ( 6800 & 18 ). 
6.00 Home and Away (563605* 635 
Central News and W&ather (506961* 
1030 Central News and weather 
(45466 5* 44)5 Jobftoder (8956998* 
530 Asian Eye (43(2153* 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning: The magazine programme pre- 
sented by Richard Madeiey and Judy 
Ftmigan With advice on femiy Me, 
Chance in a MilotT with Johnny Bail, and 
recipes from Rosemary Conley. Plus 
y aunt Denise Robertson, tndudng 
UN News Heatfflnes, totowed by lo- 


cal news (24185771* 1245 HTV News 
(9399139* LOO Shorttefld Street (46684* 
130 Home and Away (15313* 24)0 The 
Jerry Springer Show (2902145* 330 
HTV News (2096329* 540 A Country 
Practice (6B00918* 6-00 Home and 
Away (563665* 635 Wales Tbnlght 
(506961* 1030 HTV News (454665* 
44)5 Picking the Fruit - the'Maktng of 
■still Crazy' (21279337* 435 Soundtrax 
(34579462* 430 ITV Mghtscreen 
(25605248* 54M Coronation St (40462* 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Hbles except: 1-00 Next 
Stop... (46684* 635 HTV West Weather 
(915619* 630 The West Tonight (329* 

HERMAN 

As Carlton except: 1030 This Morn- 
ing 04185771* 1245 Meridian News and 
Weather ©399139* LOO Shortfend Street 
(46684* 130 Home and Away (15313* 
24)0 The Jerry Springer Show (2902145* 
330 MBridten News and Weather 
540 Home and Away 
537 Three Mnutes (205139* 
Meridton Tonight (357* 630 Btd- 
WHtch with Chris P&ckham (329), 1030 
Meridian News and Weather (454665* 
44)5 Picking the Fruit - the Making of 
‘StK Crazy' (21279337* 435 Sowdtrax 


(34579462* 430 ITV Nfehtecreen 
(25605248* 54)0 Firescreen (40462* 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 1030 The 
Mooting (34165771). 1245 Westcountry 
News (9399139* 12.27 Ruminations 
(6096706* 14)0 Emmerdale (46684* 
330 Westcountry News (2096329* 
64M Westcountry Live (97961* 1030 
— 1665*441 


North East TonkJht 

East News and 


1030 North 
(454665* 


7*- 
4.50 ITV Nr 
Coronation 

YORKSHIRE 
As Carlton 


05248*54)0 


(41 


it: 1230 Calendar 


except; 12-20 « 

News and Wfeather (6088787* loo Home 
3846651 L25 The , 


end Away ©2584665* L2S The Jerry 

Stow (859M10. 240 Emmerdale 
. 330 Calendar News Headnes 
5A0 News; Weather (688787* 
535 Calendar (168110* 630 Tonight 
(329* 1030 calendar News and V teaher 
(454665*445 Jobfinder (8947882* 


TYNE TEES 

A« Yorkshire except: 1230 North 
East News and Weather (6097435* 
12.25 JobCnk (6096706). 330 North 
East News Headlines (2096329* 5.55 
North East Weather (381503* 64)0 


S4C 

As Channel 4 except; 12-00 Be- 
witched (16503400* 1230 Sesame 
Street (3867B574* 14)0 Planed Plant 
(47005077* L30 Flm: The Bishopb 
Wife' (99962955* 430 Rfcki Lake 
(56293400* 54H) Planed Plant 
(27680990* 530 Countdown (56284752* 
&00 Newyddion (69163042* 640 Heno 
(95872139* 74)0 PObd y Cwm 
(72539446* 730 Nawyddon (56374329* 
8-00 Ffermio (21260954* 830 Photo 
(BXJB4351* 930 E R - The Peoples 
Favourite: Baby Shower (77352834* 
104)0 Brooktede: Jackie tries to ease the 
pan ol betrayal tor Lindsey. DS Rose con- 
tinues his quest to make LiAe^ teoe fit 
the crime. And the skeletons era begin- 
nng to emerge tom tte Mitegroves’ atte- 
st <54052042* 1035 E R: Life for the 
defeated physicians In the busy emer- 
gency room of a dty hospital is dramati- 
cal and provocatively explored. Drama 
from the pen of Mtohaal CricWor* author 
of 'Jurassic RarIC (36335139* 1130 The 
Mark Thomas Comedy Product 
(35705961* 12410 The Comedy Lab 
(52168443* 44)0 Close 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


Chess 


LAST OCTOBER, Murugan Thiru- 
chelvam from New Malden in Sur- 
rey created a new record when, stni 
more than a month short of his 10 th 
birthday, he became the youngest 
player ever to draw with a grand- 
master - Bogdan Lalic. Now aged 
just over 10 years - he reached 
double figures on 11 December- he 
has breached a fresh barrier by be- 
coming the youngest person ever to 
qualify for the British and probably 
any national championship. 

Murugan’s further success came 
in the Ftxlprint 12 th Yorks Chess 
Congress last weekend, when he 
was clear second on -L5/5 behind the 
winner Matthew Turner on a perfect 
5. This excellent result gave him a 
performance rating on 226 - trans- 
lating to 2.408, about par for an inter- 
national master - entitling him to a 
place in the Smith and Williamson 
British Championship in Scarbor- 
ough in August more than a year 
earlier than the previous youngest, 
Luke McShane and Simon Buckley. 

Of course you shouldn’t extra- 
polate from such things unreason- 
ably. But it comes not as a flash in 
the pan but rather as part rfa steady 
stream of excellence, both at a jun- 
ior level (British under-8, Onyx 
under-10. England under- 11 . London 
under -12 titles) and in adult com- 
petition where he has progressed via 
minors and majors to feel comfort- 
able in open tournaments. 

Last month. Murugan was one of 
four juniors to face Gary Kasparov 
in simultaneous play as part of the 
launch of the new Internet-based 
service Play Games Now! for the BT 
games network Wireplay, and when 
I spoke to Kasparov the next day he 
said he was particularly impressed 


JON SPEELMAJSI 

by him. So without in any way wish- 
ing to burden him with excessive ex- 
pectations, it’s more than likely 
that he will become a very strong 
player. Here is how he dispatched 
the experienced British Champion- 
ship player and Fide arbiter Harry 
Lamb in the last round in %rk. 

In a French Winawer Murugan 
played the eccentric 12 Bb5, ex- 
changing bishops, after which he ini- 
tially had insufficient compensation 
for tiie weakened queenside. 

19 Bb4! created some play by get- 
ting rid of an important defender. 
Murugan shocked his opponent 
with 32 Nxd4! which couldn’t be tak- 
en in view of 32... Qxd4 33 Qe6+ Kh7 
34 Qxc8 Qd5 35 Qh3! (35 Rgl Nxg2 
36Rxg2Qdi+ is perpetual check). 
Black would still have been doing 
fine after 32 . . . Rffl! eg 33 Nf3 QB or 
33 Qd3 Qf4! but went under with 
32.. . Rc3? At the end there was no 
defence to the threat of 35 RxeS! 


White: Murugan Thiruchelvam 
Black: Harry Lamb 
French Winawer 


1 e4e6 

18 Rf3 f6 

2d4d5 

19 Bb4 feeo 

3 Nc3 Bb4 

20 dxe5 Rf7 

4 e5 c5 

21 Bxe7 Qxe7 

5a3 Bxc3 + 

22 Ng6 Qc5+ 

6 bxc3 Ne7 

23 Kbl Rc8 

7 Nf3 Bd7 

24 IS exS 

8 Bd3 Ba4 

25 Rxfo Ne3 

9 0-0 Qa5 

26 Rxf7 Kxf7 

10 Bd2 Nbc6 

27 e6+ Kxe6 

11 Qbl Qc7 

28 Rel d4 

12 Bb5 Bxb5 

29 Nf4+ Kf7 

13 Qxb5 cxd4 

30 Qg6+ Kg8 

14 cxd4 0-0 

31 Ne6Qe5 

15 Qd3 h6 

32 Nxd4! Rc3? 

16 Nh4 Na5 

33 Ne6 Rc8 

I7f4Nc4 

34 b3 1-0 


BRIDGE 


ALAN HIRON 


WHEN A card from dummy may, or 
may not, may be the prelude to a 
r uffin g finesse, the defender who is 
in a position to cover often has a 
difficult decision to make. On this 
deal, although the slam reached by 
North-South was odds on, the 4-1 
trump break should have led them 
to defeat 

North opened One Club and 
South, judging that otherwise it 
might be difficult for him to catch 
up later; forced with Two Dia- 
monds. North showed his hearts 
and a series of incomprehensible 
bids now led the partnership to Six 
Diamonds. As I said, it was a good 
slam until West led 4J to the 
queen, king and ace, and two 
rounds of trumps exposed the tire- 
some division. Without any visible 
signs of emotion, declarer drew a 
third round and followed by cash- 
ing dummy’s 4AK 

An interesting psychological 
(and ethical?) point now arose. 
Declarer had followed the club 
pops closely and knew that 
dummy's jack, six and five were 
equals. He called for “a small dub, 
please!” and East (who had not fol- 
lowed the spot cards in the suit so 
well but should have been able to 
add up to 13) assumed that South 
planned to ruff in the hope of bring- 
ing down a supposed queen from 


East-West game; dealer North 
North 
*Q7 
<?AK82 
010 2 
+AKJ65 
West East 

4 J 109 8 6 *K432 

T93 S7Q1054 

OJ753 09 

+ 108 +Q432 

South 
♦A 5 
?J7 6 

0AK0864 
*9 7 


West’s hand. So, perhaps caught on 
the hop, he played low. Declarer dis- 
carded his losing spade and 
although West ruffed this, there 
was time for the fifth dub to be set 
up for a heart discard. 

Clearly it was legitimate to call 
for “a small club”, but was it akin 
to coffee-housing? Mind you. East 
really should have covered the 
dub. If his partner did not hold the 
missing OJ, what possible defence 
could there be? As you can see, if 
it goes “small dub”, +Q, and South 
ruffs, West can over-ruff and take 
his spade trick. 


Concise crossword 


No-3813 Wednesday 13 January 



ACROSS 


DOWN 


Barrel for containing rainwa- 
ter (4) 

In rows (8) 

Prohibition (5) 

Flowering plant (7) 

__ Container for bncks (3 ) 

13 Type of cipher (5,4) 

14 Becomes liable for (6) 

16 Vfery large number (6) 


3 

9 

10 
11 


Quantity made at one time 

( 5 ) 

Ice-cream container (3) 
Attempt (6) 

Unstable (7) 

Guardian (9) 

Cul-de-sac (4-3) 

Shape (4) 


12 Breed of dog (9) 


1U TUI J imeu IIUUIUVI V1VVU v4 UUg (7J 

18 Viewing" things from Lhe worst 14 Deadlock (7) 

aspect (9) 15 Revel noisily (7) 

20 writing poinl(3) 

22 Coal container (7) 

23 Expect f5) 

25 Lasting (8) 

26 Fund-raising event (4) 


17 Bird used for carrying mes- 
sages f6) 

19 Intend (4) 

21 Whsh (5) 

24 Chopping implement (3) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword; 

Chais i Slouch ham, 8 Anger, 9 Leotard, 10 SillMTC. 1 1 Men; 1 5 
18 Ace. -1 Itox, 2,< Bravado, 25 Slacken. 26 OcteL 27 (W ^ 
iardewi 4 CliO£ 5. Aware. 6 Sadden, 7 Sfcck, 13 


ACROSS: 1 Slough. 4 Chnls (Slouch hats 
lanL 15 Ache. 


Keg. 14 Mari. 15 .Ache. 18 Ace. 21 Rhs, 2? Bravado, 25 Slacken, 26 Odet, 2 
Stance. DOWN: 1 Sparse. 2 Organzu. 3 Gardenia. 4 Chop, 5 Aware, 6 Sadden 
Gadabout, 16 Hearten, 17 Fiasco. 19 Ebony. 20 Bottle. 22 Elate, 24 Okra. 
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